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Abstract

The setting has gained importance in Arabic literature in general
and in the Palestinian literature in particular because the setting reflects

the political, social and religious views of writers.

The present study investigates the setting i the novels of the
Palestinian writer Sahar Khalifeh. The rationale behind choosing this
topic 1s twofold. The first 1s the importance of the sefting in the structure
of the novel, that 1s the huge artistic and socio-political role it plays in
the novel. The second is my personal interest in the literature of the
Palestinian women, especially that of Khalifeh, who has shouldered the
burden of two major 1ssues; homeland and women.

The study uses the descriptive and analytical methods. Texts
related to the setting were surveyed, analyzed and linked to a number of
human 1ssues 1n order to explore the writer's vision of the setting. The
acsthetic approach 1s also employed to explore the artistic dimensions
used in her works.

This study 1s divided mto an introduction, three chapters and a
conclusion.

The Introduction, entitled "Employment of the Setting in the
Palestinian Novel," includes an explanation of the importance of the
setting in the Palestinian narrative, its presentation methods and 1ts impact
on the artistic construction of the novel. It also discusses the use of the
setting by some Palestinian writers to give titles to their works.

The first chapter, entitled "Phenomena of the Setting," 1s divided
into two parts: the Open Settings (the city/town, the village, the street, the
settlement, the camp, the bridge, the plaza and the [Israeli military]

barrier ) and the enclosed settings ( home, the jail, the café, the
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governorate, the school, the library and the university). I reviewed the
texts wherein the writer describes these settings. These texts, which
reflects the sefting from the writer's own perspective, records a number
of Palestinian settings such as cities, expresses the suffering of the
Palestinians by the Israeli occupation, and clarifies the attitude of the
Palestinians towards the Israeli enemy, i.e. the nature of the relationship
between the Palestinians and Israelis.

The second chapter, entitled "Dimensions of the Setting," 1s
divided into six sections: the Political Dimension, the Social Dimension,
the Psychological Dimension, the Historical Dimension, the Aesthetic
Dimension and the Religious Dimension. In this chapter, the study links
between the sefting and the ensuing sociopolitical implications. It also
explores the psychological and aesthetic implications of the sefting, and
what happened to the setfing as a result of the historical changes. Lastly,
this chapter reflects on the religious setting.

The third chapter, entitled "Dialectic of the Setting and the
Structure of the Novel," touches on six themes: place and time, setting
and character, sefting and language ( narrative ), setting and
intertextuality, setting and symbol, myth and semiotics of setting.

The study 1s concluded with a set of findings, mainly:

e Sahar Khalifa uses the sefting in her novels, but she does not
employ it in a remarkable way. It 1s not broad enough, or

vice versa, that 1s it 1s not confined to one spot or one

position.

e The setting in the novels of Sahar Khalifa is not distinctively
diverse. For example, she restricts her description of the

Palestinian cities to only very few of them (namely: Jericho,

Nablus, Ramallah, Jerusalem and Haifa) in her last two
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novels. She only mentions the name of the foreign city
without describing it.

In her novels, Sahar Khalifa neglects both the desert and the
sea. The desert appears very quickly in Surah wa Avqunah
wa ‘Ahd Qadim (The Image, the Icon and the Covenant).
Similarly, she neglects the sea, though briefly mentioned, in
Asl wa Fasl (Origin and Separation) despite the fact that
Haifa [major setting in this novel] 1s a coastal city. Perhaps
the writer wanted to express the fact that the Palestinians are
deprived of seeing the sea.

Sahar Khalifa's novels register the realities of the Palestinian
life. However, these novels are not inclusive of all places.
The writer neglects a number of cities such as Bethlehem,
which was surrounded during the same period, in which the
Presidential Compound in Ramallah was besieged.

Sahar Khalifa's novels Asl wa Fasl and Hobi al-Awwal (My
First Love) are characterized by a strong language, making
the image of the setting look prettier than it 1s in the previous
novels. For example her description of the Qahtan's house or

the kibbutz has strong intellectual signs.
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