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INTRODUCTION

The genesis of the Chinese script is lengthy and remote. Very little of its history and origin is
known to us as there is a lack of documentary evidence. Of the various legends concerning the
creation of the Chinese script, the comparatively acceptable legend says that it was Cang Ji ,/i 3§,a
minister of the'Emperor Hudng D1 j% )Ff} , who first invented the script. It was the outcome of an
extraordinary occasion on which Cang Ji observed the footprints of birds and beasts whose lines
and shapes were distinct and discernible. Deeply inspired by the sight of this, he then drew the
pictures of the objects in accordance with their shapes and forms. These pictures of the primitive age
were further reduced to the essentials, conventionalized and in time highly stylized. In other words,
they were reduced for the sake of simplicity to a few lines. These picture characters were often,
especially in their archaic forms, very expressive and were called xiang xing ggé , literally
“image shapes” by the Han lexicographer Xu Shen 7] 1f (30AD.—124A.D.); or “pictography” by
many a contemporary paleographer. In some cases, however, the so called “picture characters” were
distorted beyond recognition. It is understandable that concrete objects such as phenomena of nature,
man and his attributes, animals and plants, tools and implements and so forth are easily drawn and
admirably adapted to represent language. Here are some examples:

For representation of phenomena of nature, there were such pictographs as 11 “sun?’ e 8 §,
yue “moon” ) ]) B , the older the forms of the characters, the closer the resemblance between the
characters and the objects. The characters shui “water” \l’\ K (also abbreviated as three drops of
water 5 when it functions as a determinative) and chuan “stream, river” m )'[ were drawn as
flowing water in a stream or river. The character shan “mountain” aha v J, is a clear, faithful
picture of a string of hills, and the same may be said of the character yi “rain” [ @ @1 which
is expressed by drops of water falling from heaven.

A great number of pictographs relate to man and his attributes. The character rén “man”

)_) ,7 )? /\ _A_ was represented by a simple linear picture depicting a variety of manners in which

a man might appear. For nli “woman” -.Z <4 and mu “mother” '@,& , there were picture
characters depicting the humble, kneeling and gentle manners of the fair sex. The two dots on the
body of the latter symbolized the breasts of a mother. There were picture characters which symbolized
the eye “mu” «@> § ¥, ear (ér) & ¥ , hand (shou) ’l Y 3’ (also abbreviated as 4 when
functioning as a determinative) and mouth (koll) &  etc.
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The world of animals was also widely represented. We have such quadrupeds as hu “tiger”

@ F‘ /;{ , yang “sheep” C2R2 'X\)r -f , Xiang “elephant” &3 3 % %, ma
“horse” % & and chitan “dog” 'ﬂj R (also abbreviated as 3 when functioning as a deter-
minative). As for birds, the script distinguishes between nido (ordinary bird) L E\ & \Ej
and zhut (short-tailed bird) % & f#. In addition, there was yet another picture, wil “crow”
% ld:'3 , with the omission of a dot from the head of an ordinary bird.

There were pictographs that denote plants and fruits. For instance, mii (tree) X A & highlighted
the branches and roots of a tree; cad (grass) YY A ¢ H% depicted the upward shooting of buds,
while zhii (bamboo) A4 &b T4 described the dangling leaves of a bamboo tree; gud (fruit) i ?\ £
was a picture of the tree that bore fruit. So was the picture character mi (rice) #++ ¥ ¥_depicting
grains of rice on top of a plant.

There were numerous. pictures which bore witness to the growth of civilization in ancient
China. Take a look at the characters for tools and implements; for instance, ddo (knife) /j 7,
che (cart, chariot) mé’§$ , zhou (broom) X\ % , ming (bowl) X< s= , hu (wine vessel)

A

+ N
ﬁ 3 8, yu (spirit vessel) & &, c (document, book) WP b #4, yii (brush) i‘ ? and wing
(net) s525A | (abbreviated as v ) and so on.

The pictographs, which were to a certain extent comparable with the hieroglyphic characters,
later evolved into the kind of characters which Xu Shen called “zhi shy” 4§ ? , literally “pointing
to matters”. In the West it was variously called “indirect symbols” or “indicative symbols”. Whatever
term philologists might call them, these characters were ingeniously adapted by early inventors to
render abstract ideas. As a result, the scope of Chinese script was further widened.

The methods of creating such ideographs were many: the drawing of a meaningful symbol, the
addition of a sign to a pictograph, making parts stand for wholes, attributes for things, effects for
causes, instruments for activities, gestures for actions, to mention just a few. In a nutshell, the abstract
ideas were rendered in a metaphorical or symbolic way. For example, by drawing one line: — , two
lines: == , three lines: == or four lines: == (this ideograph is no longer in use now) the early
inventors meant yT (one), er (two), san (three) or si (four) respectively. By adding a dot or a line onto
the horizontal line: -~ — 1 (now kL ) or below it: = — T (now F ), he meant shang
(up, above) or xia (down, below) respectively. Similarly, by adding a stroke to the top of the
pictograph “ X » tree( —+ X K R T ¥ ¥ X ), or to the lower part of it ( — * X
LA = X A .4, he meant mo (top branches, end of a branch) or b&n (root, trunk) respectively.

(iv)



While a horizontal stroke stood for yT (one), a vertical stroke | was then taken to mean shi (ten). It
was later corrupted into +. A vertical line down the centre of a circle signified zhong (centre, the
middle) @ ¥ . A hand drawing a bow and arrow, needless to illuminate, meant shé (to shoot

with a bow) 'ﬂ-ﬂ % éT Similarly, to thrust at a person with a spear could but mean fd (to attack)
72‘ ﬂ ﬁ(« . A man with crossed legs symbolized the notion of jigo (to cross, connection) 3\ :‘\ ;
so did the picture of a standing man unmistakably represent the idea of li (to stand) ‘E A = .

As civilization advanced, rapid social changes took place. Things became so complicated that the
hieroglyphic characters or the ideographs could no longer suffice for the expression of massive
abstract notions. Just as the proverb said, “Necessity is the mother of invention”, a kind of phonetic
script, called “xing sheng” # }; by Xu Shen, or better known as “determinative-phonetic
characters”, was invented. The method of inventing determinative-phonetic characters was quite
simple and yet most ingenious that the Chinese scribes could and still can invent new characters
in unlimited numbers. Because of this, the growth of Chinese script had never been so rapid and
before long the determinative-phonetic characters excelled the pictographs and the ideographs
in rendering the language and thereafter they became the dominant class of characters in the
Chinese script. The evolution of the Chinese script to this stage could be regarded as complete, and
almost all the existing Chinese characters, except for five per cent or so, are of this sort.

This new method of creation might be viewed as a kind of phonetic writing which must, however,
not be taken for an alphabetic script. It was simply the combination of a determinative indicating or
suggesting the sense of the word and a phonetic indicating or suggesting the pronunciation of the

word. The following examples will serve to explain how this simple, convenient and progressive
method works:

Determinative Phonetic Compound
2K shui (water; + & qf (his, her, its, = /j qi (the River Qi)
abbrev. ¥ ) this, that; originally

winnowing basket,

nowi)

F yii (jade; abbrev. 3 ) +4 o = 3ft qf (a valuable white stone or gem)

A mu (tree; wood) +4 qf = ’f,‘;. * qi (Chinese chess)
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& shi (stone)

= é\ qi (another variant of AK which was
made of stone)

h% mi (horse) + 2 q =j,ﬁ; qi ( a piebald horse)
- .
J& 1u (deer) + —ﬁ; d = )EE qi (a fabulous, auspicious animal)
& niad (bird) + f of =%E qi(akind of wild goose)
+ Bag = -«iﬁ qi (a period of time; a fixed date;
ﬁ yue (moon; time) expect to)
{ + &7 =# * jT (a full year; anniversary)

= ﬁ:'&q'f(to cheat; to oppress)
= )g\ ji (to poison; to hate)

5’\ qidn (owe; deficient)

1% xin (heart)

. ti (earth; land; ground) + ﬁ\ i = )5\ jT (foundation; base)

§§ zhd (bamboo;abbrev. ¢¢) + Bir = _ﬁ jT (a winnowing basket)

’Mf clo (grass; abbrev. ** {+ ﬁ b = f\ jT (a kind of grass)
now 1) + R qd = i qf ( the stem of bean)

T~ shi (an omen; to manifest; = fﬂ qi (fortunate; lucky)

abbrev. % )

% mi (the archaic form
of %% silk)

j\*&\ chéng (worm; abbrev. &)

+ .ﬁ; g = 7} qi (dark grey; superlative)
+ ﬁ\ qi = K af (part of the word %% %t which is
a kind of crab)

The examples cited above were a series of words with the same (or approximately the same)
pronunciation that could be written down with no possibility of confusion or misunderstanding at all.
Thus ,ﬁ\ qf or ji or ji is always a phonetic, never a determinative in a compound word, though it is
also the character representing such words as his, her, its, their, this, that, etc., in its own right. We
may cite another series of examples in which the character & mu (wood) is nearly always a
determinative of a compound word showing that almost all the words, which amount to 1,585
included in the largest Chinese dictionary, have something to do with wood:
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Determinative Phonetic Compound

+ | -bo(final particle) = %} po (akind of oak:
Quercus dentata; also the
A mu (wood) simplified form of £% )
+ N -bo(final particle) = f+ po (an old knife-shaped weapon)
+ + bii(to divine; to foretell) = ##¢ypii (simple and plain)
X mi(wood) + 2 ti (earth;land;ground) = 42 du (the russet pear; to shut out;
to stop; to prevent)
4. mu (wood) + A_ fin (to turn over; to = R_ bin (board; blocks for printing)
rebel; to tum
back)
A mu(wood) + A mu(wood) = A& lin (forest; grove; copse)
A mu(wood) + %47 gong (public; open to all) = fa song (the pine tree; loose)
i mu (wood) + 5] tong (together; same; = 4R tong (a name applied to various
alike; and; with) trees e.g. sterculia
platanifolia)
A mu(wood) 4 g méi(each;every) = A& méi (plums; prunes)
A mu (wood) + “g’ piao (warrant; bill; = »P% bigo (mark; beacon; signal;
ticket) flag; notice)
X mi (wood) + % huing (yellow) = # héng (crosswise; horizontal;
o side way)

£ mu (wood) +tfil; gui (cupboard; wardrobe) = f& gui (cupboard; wardrobe,
¢ shop-counter)

A mu (wood) + Rﬂ 1an (door-screen) = 4&1 l4n (railing; animals’ pen)

A& mi (wood) + %{ guan (heron; small cup) = ?% quin (weight; power;
authority)

A mi(wood) + % 13n (look; inspect) = *% lin (the Chinese olive)

A& mu(wood) + f deng (to rise; to mount) = 'f_if chéng (orange)

(vii)



A further 1,550 such examples may be added to the list, if we wish, of which the character
A mu is always a determinative though it is the pictograph for wood itself, Furthermore, X mu
can also function as a phonetic in the compound X mu (to wash; to bathe; to cleanse; to enrich by
kindness; to receive favours;etc.). Hence, apart from the fact that every pictograph and ideograph can
be used as a phonetic, certain such pictures and symbols can be determinative as well. Since the
number of determinatives was comparatively small, a radical system was devised to use the deter-
minatives as a convenient means of classifying the characters in dictionaries. The first great dictionary
Shiio Wen Jie Zi W % A} 3 of Xii Shen, which was completed in 121 A.D., recognized 540
radicals, or bu shou *if ] » in all. This number remained unchanged until the imperial dictionary
Kang X7 21 Ditn B &L 1 ® of the Ching Dynasty (1644 A.D.—1911 A.D.) reduced it to 214, at
which they still remain today.

As time went on, the Chinese language, as with all other languages, underwent gradual changes.
The phonetical change, in particular, of the language was so great that sound combinations which
started almost identical and so could be fairly represented by the same phonetic became entirely
unlike in the course of time. A typical example was the common phonetic T gong (work;; originally a
picture of a carpenter’s square) in the following determinative-phonetic characters: gong
(merit; det. 4 Ti “strength”), 3 hong (dispute; det. ¥ ydn “talk”), %z héng (red; det. ¥ mi
“silk”), 1 gang(tocarry;det. ¥ shdu “hand”), L gang(bench;det. A mu “wood”), : L jiang
(river; det. * shui “water”) and % gong (tribute; det. & bei “shell, money”’) etc. They are hardly
homophonous in modern Chinese even though they originally have one and the same sound. In
particular, the cases of #L gang, 4L gang, and iI jlang are even worse, for there is no similarity at
all between the sound of the phonetic and that of the compound character.

Such are the primary structural methods of Chinese script which generally falls into three main
categories in nature, namely pictographs, ideographs and determinative-phonetic characters described
above.We may therefore call them sansht = % (three categories of script) instead of lid-shu = 1
(six categories of script) which were distinguished first by Liu Xin 51 $Z_and Xi Shen in
the latter Han Dynasty (25 A.D.—220 A.D.). As for the other three types of characters, namely hui yi
% &, literally “meeting of ideas™ (associative compounds or logical compounds), zhuin zhu
# (i, literally “transferable meaning” (mutually interpretative symbols) and jid jie #_#§ | literally
“borrowing” (phonetic loan characters), they were classified neither in accordance with the structure
nor with the nature, but with the usage of the characters.
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Take the hui yi, associative compounds or logical compounds for instance, it is a sheer significant
combination of two or more pictographs or ideographs so as to form a new character representing a
new idea. Thus, # ming “bright” consists of the pictographs of 8 1i “sun” and fl yut “moon”
(e+ A =0R);, 3f xian “fresh” consists of the pictographs of % yi “fish” and ¥ ying
“sheep” (#.+ ¥ =#f ); 3% hio “good; to love” consists of the signs for < nii “woman” and

3 4 “child” (% + ¥ =+48%); E wai “awry; slanting” is a combination of the signs for 3+ bu
“not” and E zhéng “upright” ( 3 put on top of £=7%); X_ jian “sharp point; tapering” is a
combination of the signs for ). xido “small” and X_ da “big” ( -+ put on top of X = *_).
Very interesting and expressive are such logical compound characters as z? sang “mulberry tree”
where many hands (% ) are picking leaves of a tree (K ), and % nén “man” which shows
someone employing his strength ( 2 ) in the fields ( @) as opposed to &~ an “peace; safety”
which is the feeling of a woman ( % ) staying at home (> ). All these associative compounds
differ from the determinative-phonetic characters in that the “resulting” sound of the compound has
no relationship with the sound of any of the eléments in the combination. The following set of
equations may well serve to show the difference:

Hui Yi, Associative Compound Xing Shéng, Determinative-Phonetic
Character
fi + yué = ming mb + qi = gf

A small category of Chinese characters whose significance has been very much debated is the so
called zhuin zhl or mutually interpretative symbols. Apart from having the same determinative or
bu shou #3 & , these mutually interpretative symbols are synonymous in meaning and can be
substituted for each other. This is a way of usage, not a method of structure, however. In reality,
these characters consist of one indicator of sense i.e., the determinative and one indicator of sound
i.e., the phonetic. Structurally, they belong to the determinative-phonetic characters.

The remaining category of Chinese characters, which is more or less a kind of phonetic characters,
is known as jid ji¢ or loan characters. As the term implies, this is not a structural classification either,
but another way of linguistic usage. The method was as simple as to borrow the existing character of a
homophonous word. For example, at the very inception of invention, there was no such character for
the word lai “come”, an idea difficult to depict. However, there had already been in existence a

pictograph for a cereal plant "X % #_ which homophonously sounded as laf. So the ancient
(ix)



scribes did a very easy and convenient task by borrowing the existent character &_ laf for the

R 13

representation of the word lai “to come”. Similarly, the pictograph y % wan “scorpion” was
borrowed to represent the word wan ‘““ten thousand”. U% ¥ £ g« winnowing basket” was
borrowed to represent the word qf meaning “his”, “her”, “its”, “their”, “this” and “that”. A very

interesting example is the word xT “west”, represented by this picture character s\ é é i)

which originally meant that the bird was in the nest. Xi Shén’s reason for such a loan was that
the bird rested in its nest at a time when the sun was setting in the west. It had therefore been

borrowed to render the word X7 “west”. All these transferences occurred because they were homo-
phones.

In short, the Chinese script can be structurally grouped into three categories, namely pictographs,
ideographs and determinative-phonetic characters.

What we have just described above is about the structural evolution of the Chinese script. The
course of such evolution is lengthy, yet it may be divided into the following four stages:

1. The Primitive Stage(or the Legendary Period): this is the earliest stage of the Chinese script at
which the pictographs originated from sheer pictures of objects. Although we have no direct
archaeological evidence for this, T4ng Lin ﬁ iﬁ has nevertheless estimated that it must have been in
existence for. more than 10,000 years.

2. The Archaic Stage (or the Pre-Historic Period): this is the stage of the ideographs which
covers a period from the emergence to the completion of the indirect symbols. We have not only good
reasons to believe, but also documentary evidence to prove that this happened about 5,000 — 6,000
years ago.

3. The Neo-Archaic Stage (or the Post-Historic Period): this is the period of determinative-
phonetic characters, which continued for a span of 1,600 years from the later Yin Dynasty (1384 B.C.
— 1112 B.C.) down to the Han Dynasty (206 B.C. — 220 A.D.). Almost all the materials of the ancient
Chinese script that we now have belong to this long period. It was not only in this period that
the Chinese script had completed its structural evolution, but towards the end of this stage, the
Chinese script had gone through and finally completed its formal evolution as well.

4. The Contemporary Stage (or the Modern Period): ‘

As far as the development of the Chinese writing system is concerned, this is a stage of stability,
Both the structural evolution and the formal changes could be said to have reached a state of perfection,
Structurally, unlike the pictographs or the ideographs, the determinative-phonetic characters continued
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to grow. Formally, however, after the appearance of the ¥ 1 kai shui (standard script), which
is still the normal script form and the basis of the printing form used today, some time in the period
of Wei and Jin Dynasties (221 A.D. — 580 A.D.), little formal changes had taken place ever since. It was
not until the early 1950s that the Government of the People’s Republic of China started to introduce
a kind of simplified form for two thousand odd Chinese characters. This was done all for a very good
cause of simplicity and convenience, but at a very handsome expense of damaging as well as distorting
the beauty and logical structure of the Chinese script.

To sum up, the Chinese script had completed its structural evolution long before the beginning of
the Western era. However, that does not mean that it ceased to grow thereafter. On the contrary, like the
Chinese language it represents, it is a living as well as a metabolic system of writing, one of the most
epoch-making inventions of mankind. Although many characters had become obsolete in the process
of changes, new characters could be easily and simultaneously created for any newly arisen mass of
events, things or notions because the Chinese had discovered a simple, convenient means of creating
new characters.

Dr Ong Tee Wah
18 January 1980
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PREFACE

As a means of visual communication, Chinese written characters are fascinating in their ingenuity and
originality. The earliest form of Chinese writing was pictographic — stylized pictures of objects.
Graphic symbols supplemented pictographs to represent simple abstract thoughts. Later, for transmit-
ting complex ideas, ideographs were created from already existing simple characters, conveying ideas
by the juxtaposition of interchangeable elements.

To meet the demand for thousands of new characters, the Chinese resorted to phonetic or harmonic
writing, relying on the radical for the sense and the phonetic for the sound.

Today, many complex characters have undergone simplification to facilitate writing by reducing the
number of strokes.

Chinese characters are generally built up from 214 root characters or radical elements. These comprise
the basic building blocks for innumerable compound characters. Some of these radicals or primitives
are capable of standing independently as characters. Others function as components of compound
characters. In combination, they assume variant or contracted forms. By understanding the basic
meanings of the elements that form a character, it is possible to discern the significance of the whole
character. Hence, the importance of studying the radicals.

This collection of cartoons introduces systematically the more commonly used radical elements
and the compounds they build up, together with related or associated characters.

As a mnemonic aid, it analyses each character, tracing its evolutionary development from the original
seal character to the regular and simplified forms.

Based on authoritative source materials, both Chinese and English, it draws inspiration from the lofty,
yet down-to-earth, wit and wisdom of the Chinese mind. Above all, it takes an appreciative look at
Chinese written characters through the imaginative and discerning eye of a cartoonist.

While every effort has been made to be as accurate as possible, strict precision of representation is by
no means the overriding concern; for humour and delight has been given more than just an
instrumental importance.

Originally published as a regular feature of The Straits Times Bilingual Page, it is now presented as a
collection and an appetizer to introduce readers to the delightful and fascinating world of pictographs
and ideographs.

Have fun, then, with Chinese characters!
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>
nu The original pictograph for woman depicted her in a bowing position ﬂ
. Apparently, for ease in writing, man reduced this to a humbler form —
wpman, a woman kneeling down 22 — but not for long.
girl; The modern version %7~ graphically portrays the big stride woman has
daughter  taken to keep up with man.

L

L i ér daughter 1 il ng' XU son-in-law
LT Ny gang woman worker e n zi girl or woman
Q! U hung empress K nii péng ybu girl friend
A ni rén woman LEAH ni} zhi jué female lead

L g nﬂv' sh lady TEAN ni zhi rén hostess

TE nu wang queen =i £ ni woman

g i xing the female FL 7 i children
Example:

MWL AR/ ERL,

WS mén de gong ching ybu hén dud o gong.

It means, “Our factory has many woman workers.”
1




z\i This character for child originated from a representation of an infant with

outstretched arms and legs. Eventually it was modified to one with legs
infant: swaddled in cloth bands. Evidently, to the Chinese parent, the secret of in-
infant; fant care lies in keeping one end wet and the other end dry.

PenaG

F-ni 71 dan bullet T& 7l ye

T zi di young generations | & zl yin
Fir 2i i children FFPMD 21 21 sun son
F b 71 sn descendants %T hai zi
Example:

XN F R OBR O,
The gé hdi zi nhdn cong ming.
It means, “This child is very intelligent.”

midnight
consonant
descendants
child




v
HAO Man combined ¥ (girl or daugh
good ; character for goodness and excelle

ter) with F (child or son) to form a
nce. From experience he must have found

N his greatest good in the possession of a wife and a child or a son and a daughter.
g;gcréltlé o 1tis also good that his wife sticks to his child.

PENG

Tz hdo cfif delicious

% hdo chu- benefit; advantage
IR hao gan good impression
B hdo han worthy man

HA héo jiU a long time

HWE héo kan good looking
T hao fing pleasant to the ear
R hio xiang _ look alike
Example:

X BE 3R W
The shiu g& hén hdc tmng.
It means, “This song is very pleasant to the ear.”

3

TR
Il
TR
WAt

e
LN

hao xido
hdo Xin
N
hao yi
v s
hao zai

hao zhudn
h3o rén hdo shi

funny
kind-hearted
well-intentioned

fortunately; thanks
to

turn for the better
good personalities
and good deeds



—- The character for peace and contentment is made up of woman ( g ) and
AN roof ( 4+ ). Man conceived the idea that to attain peace he should have only
one woman under the roof or confine her within the house.

peace;
contentment

Wt

[
G an ding stable 2R an wei comfort; console
i an jing serene; quiet or G 3n ¥ feel at ease; free
peaceful from worries
E N an le peace and 7 an zhuang install; assemble
happiness LA5FC anténshou )i law abiding: be
2R an mian sleep peacefully contented with
7T an ning peaceful; free one’s lot
from troubles TREERI anjuleye live and work in
ZHE an pai arrange contentment
gy an quin safe; secure NS bo @n uneasy; worried
Example:

HMAaT AR 8 &x e,

Yong xing rén tian gido s 10 i an quén.

It means, “The safest way to cross the road is to use an overhead bridge.”
4



\ To preserve written characters from deterioration man transcribed them on
71 bamboo bound into books. Such precious written words came to be
ﬁ . cherished as a child (F) is cherished under a roof (#). Hence "% the writ-
written ten character.
character Pictured here under the roof is a precious youthful character being preserved
from deterioration.

FH 21 didn dictionary T8} 21 mi letter of an

F5 21 hao name of shop alphabet

223 uji handwriting T zi mi subtitle

TR 7o written receipt £ 7N zi fi styal‘clelic;;fr aohy

= RS c

F4 o w:;s:e:sr;gns S BATE 2 i hang jian between the lines
BF Xit 21 writing (words)

Example:

b oay F AR R R
Ta de 2z i hén méi.
It means, “His handwriting is very beautiful.”




Shf In this pictograph of pig the head is replaced by a line (—). On the left are
the belly and paws (4) and on the right the back and tail ().  The

. domestic pig might well symbolise prosperity to man, so closely knit and
pig tied together were their lives. This interdependence probably gave rise to
the proverbial saying: ‘“The schoolmaster should not leave his books, nor

the poor man his pig.”

PEaNG

7313121 %%

7% (shi) is the literary term for pig and is practically
obsolete. (zh) is being used instead.

& HE ZhU pai pork ribs
A ZhG rou pork

1% zhy you lard

e zhu gan se maroon colour
s [3n zhy lazy pig
Example:

I 7 e N =0 P - S
Hu jdo t§ b0 néng chT 200 rou.
It means, “Muslims cannot eat pork.”




Xt

=4
A pig (2X) under the roof (*7) gave man his concept of home ( ).
Domesticated, the pig brought man no domestic trouble and was allowed
freedom to wander about in the house.

]

35 jia chan family’s property E3 jia yuén native place;

KE jia chu domestic animals; homeland
livestock ERS jia zhéng parents

R jiaju furniture E354 jia zhéng domestic science;

& jia juan family (wife and domestic affairs
children) £ jia z0 clan or the family

RE jia ting family; home K E{ETR  jia chang bian fan ordinary meal

R jia wi household TR jid jia ho ho every family
chores FHEATS jiaporénwing broken family and

EE jia xiang native place its members demised

FHi B jia yl ho xido known to every
Example: household

KA -ARENRTE.

WY yiu yT ge kuai ‘18

jia ting.

It means, “I have a happy family.”



iig This character, derived by adding home ( %) to woman ( % ), provides an

14
J incentive for a girl to marry. It applies only to woman who, in marriage,
gon%?gry adds to her possessions a husband, a home and a family.

PENG

7SS S 117

R jia qu marriage BT A jahwyirén  put blame on
A jid rén get married . others.
eIk jia zhung trousseau i chu jia be married
Example:

EEMBEEEANTERRT AL

Li

ji b cud shi ydo chéng rén, b0 yao 4ia hud yi rén.

It means, “One should admit one’s mistakes and not put the blame on others.”

8



qi When man marries woman he puts a broom ¥ into her hand 3\ bestowing

upon her the rulership of the house. Hence: .? a legal wife — one who wields

the broom, using it to take care of house, home and husband. Here we see

wife how a legal wife wields a broom to take care of a philandering husband
whose only concern is to take care of illegal wives.

#E5 qr jiv brother-in-law FHETEL qili2san broken up
= i shi legal wife family

E gi i wife D3 xian qi good wife

Example:

flo HF — AN FEWHNET,
T2 yiu 47 g6 mE i de qr ozl
It means, “He has a pretty wife.”



\
mu
tree;
wood

This is & pictograph of a tree
with its branches (—), trunk ( D
and roots (/\). Only the trunk
and branches are suggested
‘because X also stands for wood.
The X pictured here didn’t
stand very long though.

LY

Pendsd
“[F AT

EN mi ban wooden plank or | AR{B% mi’Gu xi puppet show

board 7N mu tan charcoal
NS mu céi timber ARk mu tou wooden block; wood
REE mu f4 wooden raft KE MU Xing Jupiter
AT mu gong carpentry RIyF mu nai yi mummy
A mu gua papaya REHBAF  miyichéng zhou (wood has become
¥ N7 3 mu T clogs a boat) What’s
KIF mu jiang carpenter done cannot be
A% mu ke wood carving Lo undone
AH} my fiao timber; lumber A fa mu numb
Example:

hNTEERE KB K,

Xido Ymg xi huan kin mi'Bu  x

It means, “ Xiao Ying likes to watch puppet shows.”
10



\'4
hh
plum or plum tree;
also a Chinese surname

Owing to its prolific nature
and its popularity with children,
the plum tree came to be known
as the tree (K) the children ()
are fond of. In this idealistic
ideograph children were located
under the tree, thus:

This, un fortunately, has not
always been true in life.

22
]

Pena

EEEREEIE:

Z=h I shu plum tree
=T N zi plum
1% xing i baggage; luggage

1TZEF xing I7 xiang trunk

Example:

EHT BEEFAEHKRZAAZF.

0 If xing, zo o bl yao dii i dug xing .

It means, “When travelling, it is advisable not to bring along too many baggage.”
11



1

to roost, perch or nest;
to live in poverty or
seek refuge

This character is built on tree (X)
as radical and wife ( #-) as phonetic.
The tree provides the base and
the wife supplies the sound.
Man simplified it by putting
in place of wife, the character
for “west” (99 ).

" F A

A7 14 (48

W5 q7 shen dwell; obtain
shelter

s q7 si rest for the night

Example:

wom s R =W o% Z R

X Jig PO bing b quE g7 shen W sud.

*E lﬁx
W5 Z Bt
Rl

It means, “Singapore does not lack dwelling places.”

12

g xi
q7 shen zhi sud
ligng qT dong wi

rest
dwelling-place
amphibians




ren Man’s pictographic profile presents an insight into his evolutionary
development. Created from earth and equipped with hands and feet,
lowly man eked out an existence from the ground with his hands to
man, help him stand on his feet *3 . Discarding both hands and feet, he used
person; only his head ‘] . Today, in the race of the survival of the fittest, he
human }oses his head completely 4 and finds himself barely able to keep his
. eet.

AA “rén cai men of talent N rén sheng

AK& rén gé personality NA rén wei

AL rén gong artificial; man-made | A4y rén wi

A rén kou population . L

A% rén I2i mankind MNTHE rén xing dao

A rén mén eneral term for . .
ga number of AL A rén shan rén hai

people; men - .
AR rén min people A Xing ren
Example:

EHME B LCEA—-NMALRN.

Zii Yo ling fei qin gong yudn ylu yT gé rén ging pu  bu.

It means, “There is a man-made waterfall in Jurong Bird Park.”
13

the life of man

man-made

personage; notable
figure

pavement; side-
walk

huge crowds of
people

pedestrian



to show off.

d\ The ideographic representation for ‘““big”’ is simply a front elevation of
a a full-grown man with arms stretched out to the limit
conveys the idea of ‘“big’’ is not the size of the man but his

demonstrative gesture. Some of the assortment of characters pictured
below are trying to show what ‘‘big’’ means. Others are merely trying

. What

Kig da din daring; bold Kk da xudn
KA da gai probably Ky da yue

KK da jia all (people) KAETE da shi gudn
Ktk da pr in great numbers | KAKAL da zhong hua
KA da rén adult KER da z1 rén
K da sheng loud voice e o
KE 63 sha big building KBA da koai rén xin
K= da shi important matter . _ VN
R d3 xvé university PN da tong xido yi
Example:

R E KL, ULA A T R

Xido Ymg hén z dd, sui y rén rén div tho yan 3.

It means, “Xiao Ying is very conceited, so everyone dislikes her.”
14

general election

about

embassy

popularized

the world of
nature

to the satisfaction
of the masses

more or less the
same




tian

heaven;
sky;
day

This stylised representation shows
man’s ability to stand on his feet
(A ), extending his arms
egotistically ( 7k ) . But high
above man ( _A_ ), be he ever so
great ( 5k ), stretches the
heavenly firmament ( = ), filling
the empty space above his
shoulders and directing his
footsteps. Hence: X , meaning
heaven — man'’s rightful and
authoritative head. Since the
growing light of the sky ushers in
the dawn of day, & came to
mean also ‘“‘day’’.

A

PEnS
“EFE
KA tian cai genius KE tian zhen naive; innocent
RE tian kong sky ZaY tian 71 natural endow-
R tian liang daylight; day- . ment
break REF  tian h jido Roman Catholic
KA tian gido overpass (over- Kt  tiannéndibéi  far apart
o o head bridge) EPN béi tian daytime
R tian- ran nat‘t‘,rf'fll,(rl‘;)t LEPN ming tian tomorrow
artificlia 2. L
. . GIPN ian tian day before
PN tian sheng inborn ! y}e/:sterday
KT tian xia the whole world ER 6 tian yesterday
Example:

R & EE H K,
Ming tian wi- yio i R - Bén.
It means, “I am going to Japan tomorrow.”



fu

husband;
distinguished
person

A youthful person ( A ), grown big
( *) and attaining maturity at 20,
used a hairpin( —) and was vested
with the virile cap of manhood
Given an honourable name, he was
considered a distinguished person,
qualified as a prospective husband.
Hence means a distinguished
person or husband.

PANG
c—
VSN nong fu farmer xid fu fi husband and wife
E5S nug o coward K fu g husband and wife
xR yo fo fisherman *x A f0 rén wife; madam
PN zhang fu husband K&k dai fu medical doctor
Example:

N2 kR AR K,
Xido-ldn de zhdng U shi  gé ning fo.
It means, “Xiao-lan’s husband is a farmer.”
16




tal By underscoring “‘big’> (7AC ) with a line ( — ) man came up
with a superlative character ( 7A%) meaning too much or over the limit.
too: In the ecstasy of double happiness and the rapturé.of marital bliss that
00, . followed, man bestowed upon his wife a flattering title: a 1
(N over, double emphasis. As shown below, she took him seriously and lived up
excessive to it. Man thereafter reduced the underline to a teeny-weeny stroke x

péNnG

K% tai dus 00 many Kik#Z )i quén
YN =] 13i hou empress dowager
K tai jian eunuch N . )
KEE tai kong outer space; sky N tai kong chuan
K i ping peace RZA i kong rén
YN i thi madam KFT @i ping men
A tai yan un . L
jglg?ﬂ tai :T : Is)rince quf'g T?,i P/'"Q Ylang
KPHAE  tai yang néng

Example:

AKZEZANBE A XBE MK,

Tai kang rén yi zai yue qid deng 0.

It means,“The spaceman has already landed on the moon.”
17

kind of traditional
Chinese martial
art

spaceship

spaceman

emergency exit;
safety exit

Pacific Ocean

solar energy



\
‘ stand;
rise up
This character, meaning
plain standing or rising
up, portrays a person
standing — not in the ab-
stract, but on firm, stable
ground (—). Originally
written %, it was
modified to A+ and
finally to % . Illustrated
here are some human
characters, firm and
infirm, trying to stand on
stable ground and demon-

strating that plain
standing is not ;
plain sailing.
e

PENG
) ot | wdee -\-\— .:\—
\ / J_
A7) II ching standpoint; AS] Ii yue enter into an
position agreement
RYACA |E fa legislation MIE I} zheng attention! (army
YA Y)) I gong perform merito- command)
' . rious service M i zhi be determined (to
Al I ji at once; do something)
. immediately SRR It 26 base oneself on
SH) Ii ke immediately; j=:8vA jian Ii establish; erect
N < instantly WAL she i set up; establish
AR i ti three-dimensional
Example:

ES AN (W F - = v Y T B N I
WS mén zai hug yudn I jian 1 of 4T oz ji nian bei,
It means, “We have erected a monument in the garden.”

18




¥
X1a0
small;
l \ petty;
young
A vertical stroke, ( J ),
separating two little ones
( 7 ©) gave man his concept of
“small’’. The idea was also
derived from the division ( 7 %) of
an object ( J ) already small by
its nature. To man, division ( < )
makes small (4J>) and
multiplication ( X ) makes big
() a thing. Our illustration
shows how to multiply happiness

by dividing sorrow.
s

small bi
q PéNG
J |14
NIz xido chit snacks M xido tou thief
AL xido chou clown N xido ¥ careful; cautious
N xido ddo small island; islet | 7MY Xido xing small scale
7INERL xido jié lady; Miss I xido xué primary school
hE xido mai wheat ;| xido zU small team or
s Xido shigng low voice; . Lo group
whisper INFIKPE  xidotidizw - make a mountain
pIN:GS xi%o shi hour . out of a molehill
Example:
BEXE S8 8,
Wi x huan  B&jin  de xido shud.

It means, “I like Ba Jin’s novels.”

19



shao This character combines <)~ with / to form ‘Y. It means to cut
smaller or diminish ( / ) that which is already small (#}+), thus
/ \ 1 . few" making it less (#J* ). To cut short the diminishing process, the method
€sS; 1ew; suggested below is an effective short cut to reduce big ( =k~ ) to small
/ short of (+J~) and small (<)) to less (<J>).

s shao fi young married
woman

b shdo liang small quantity

/AR shao nidn teenager;
youngster

e shio nj young girl

¥ shio shy minority

BV shdo xd little; few

K shdo yiu rare; scarce;

Example:

X AL & HEEW.
Ihé wei shdo o zhen m&i .
It means, “This young lady is beautiful indeed.”

bt shao zhuang
VAT shio by Ii%o
WL %1% shéo jian duo

guai
DERE  shdo shu min zd
%/ dud shao

20

youthful and
strong

indispensable

things appear
strange to the
unfamiliar

ethnic minority

how many; how
much



jian
73S pointed;
sharp

By placing small ( ‘J‘ )
on top of big (7AT) man
came up with an
ideograph to describe
anything that tapers

from big to small. Hence:

= , meaning pointed or
sharp or, figuratively,
sharp-witted. But not all
objects which are small
at the top and big at the
bottom are sharp or
sharp-witted, as the
examples on the right
prove.

NG

) |1 /)\9:3:%

Rt jian bing vanguard ey jian ke

7] jian dao sharp knife

J3TH jan din peak; apex JF| jian i

¥y jian duan highest point e jian rul
B jian t3

Example:

v R L S O R
hé shi yT b3 jian rui de ddo.
It means, “This is a sharp knife.”
21

trenchant (of
words; speech)

sharp

sharp; pointed

spire




tian

From dawn to dusk man toiled in the field, taking to heart the
proverbial saying: ‘‘Never leave your field in spring or your house
in winter.”’ The character he shaped for “field’”’ was a pictograph of

a ploughed field with furrows and cross-paths: [ . By the sweat

. - . of his brow he reaped the fruits of his labour. But all that toil has
I‘lCQ fle'ld, left its mark of furrows and cross-paths, not only on the field, but
grain field also indelibly on his brow.

HH b tign di field or situation | HI[E] tidn yudn
(of something) HZ % tian jing sai

% tidn j7 frog

HiZ tidn jing track and field FrH géng tian

H & tidn yé open country

Example:

— F - EWHHREXIE KET .

Y nidn yT 40 de tidn jing sai you jiang I& I e

It means, “The annual athletic competition is round the corner again.”
22

fields and gardens
athletic

competition
plough




l\l In the original form ( ﬁ\ ) the long middle line ( ﬁ }, curved at the
. top to take less room, represents the sinew that binds muscle to
?trength, bone. The other line ( /) pictures the fibrous sheath of the sinew.
orce;

power

/o
The modern version ( ] ) is a &K
powerful graphic impression of the ¥
forearm with muscles in tension ) i
— a symbol of strength. We —_ > 4

present here muscles in action
as demonstrated by a really
strong character, one who is
far from sinewy.

P&VIS
|77
= 11 liang physical strength; | JJASMuLs 11 bi cdng xin ability falling
force short of one’s
yAka? ol effort; strength wishes
AEN 1\ gi6 strive; make JsKE 1 qid jin by struggle for
every effort . . improvement
15 I zheng endeavour; fight F14 iz 11 zheng shang you ~ aim high
for ANT] rén |i labour force;
manpower
Example:

WM ENE.
Tudn ji§ it shi W liang.
It means, “Unity is strength.”

23




nén A field ( B3 ), where strength ( 77 ) is exerted, is the symbol for

] “masculine’’ man % , the male of the human species. This is probably
man: because the home is”where the female of the same species exerts her

. strength. Our picture shows strength being exerted — by the male
male,; . ( 52y in field-work, the female (*Z) in housework, and their offspring
masculine () in promotional work.

737
\ |99 |V R(E E %
-J
B nén hdi boy BT nan zi man; male
B nan ni men and women BK nan péng ydu boy friend
BA nén rén man B nén zi han man; hero
B nan sheng male voice BHLA oinngnnin  men and women
B nan xing male B2 nénnu ping déng  equality of men
ik nén zhuang male attire and women
Example:

w2 E W =B %,
Hén dus hdo chi shT dou shi ndn xing.
It means, “Many good chefs are males.”

24



Ea sun;

day

The sun was first depicted as
a circle with an ‘“‘eye” or
centre and rays extending to
the corners of the earth .
This was simplified to O |,
then modified: © , and final-
ly squared off: E] . Just as
surely as its rising and setting
mark the ‘“day’ ( & ) for
man, the sun’s shining upon
the wicked as well as the good
demonstrates that it sees the
whole world with one eye.

» (N|A|8

Bk 1 bao daily newspaper H 3 rl X

BA Ri Bén Japan H& rye

HE ri chang daily; usual H¥ na

HH 1 cho sunrise HIE% 11 guang yu
HY ri guang sunshine HNE Ri Neéi W&
Hic nji diary H Hdn ri yong pin
20731 nh calendar H& H3E i chang sheng
H #4 n g date hud

H il A shi (shi) cclipse of the sun | B EAAETE  niyiji g
Example:

W oREELILWEAE B W,

Wi ming tian ydo shang shan ding kan i chid.

It means, “I’'m going to the hilltop tomorrow to watch sunrise.”
25

daily wages
day and night
day; life

sun bath
Geneva

daily necessities
daily life

day and night;
non-stop



\
yue

moon;
month

To form the character for
moon (or lunar month) man
chose the crescent J). The
original pictograph suggested
two phases of a waxing new
moon ), Tiltingit:*3Y and
then directing it earthwards:

exposed man to the in-
fluence of moonbeam radia-
tion — with striking conse-
quences. Pictured here is a
beaming moon casting its
spell on some beaming moon-
struck earthlings.

P&ENG

) |[N|AA

H ot yue bing mooncake H1, yub st

Ry yug fen month Hih yue shi (shi)

A5 yug guang moonlight .

A4 YU jing menstruation H# yUg Xin

A1) yué kan monthly H#& YU ye
publication HTEN yuexia %o rén

A= yué liang moon =3 shing yu

HE yUgé piao monthly ticket

HEk yuB gil the moon

Example:

Tl — w2 B, — % B 8,

Wi mén yT midn shing yue,  yT mian chi yue bing

It means, “We ate mooncakes while enjoying the moonlight.”
26

moonlight

eclipse of the
moon

monthly salary
moonlit night
matchmaker
enjoy the
moonlight



ming

brilliant;
bright;
enlightened

ii

Man combined the sun ( € )
and the moon ( ) to
produce an ideograph for
bright, brilliant or
enlightened. He called it:
“ming’’ ( BF ) and used it also
for the brilliant Ming
Dynasty of China which came
in the wake of the Dark Ages
of Europe. Today science and
technology has ushered in the
dazzling Space Age — with
man very much enlightened
and the future very much

PENL

nla[a [g

BHH ming bai understand; clear

AH R ming liang shining; bright

B EA ming lang bright and clear

BH §F ming mei bright and
beautiful

B4 ming nian next year

g ming xidn obvious

BH %Y ming zhi wise

B R E ming huéng hudng  glaring; shining

HiER ming xin pian postcard

Example:

M oH R E R,

noode yi ST

W0 ming bdi

It means, “I understand what you mean.”

27

BB R F
Wi H SKAE
RH 4 i -
Rivelt
R ]

ming bian shi
fei

ming my zhang
dan

ming zheng an
dou

ming zhT gu fan

ming zhT gu wen

distinguish right
from wrong
openly; blatantly

struggle overtly
and covertly

commit mistakes
deliberately

question
knowingly




bai

clear;
white;
plain

As the sun (B ) peeps above the horizon its very first ray (
dispel the shadowy haze of night. Hence, £

’ ) begins to

, the symbol for clear, white or

plain. Man easily understands anything that is bright ( 8/ ) and clear ( & ),
so “bright and clear” means to understand (8§ 7). Apparently, this is not
always easily understood as our picture shows.

= bi cai

=k bai f&i

HE Béi Gong

M bai hdu

B bai s

=3 béi tang

H%R bai t0
Example:

fe X & B H H .
T3 du wo hén tin bdi.

Chinese cabbage
in vain; waste

The White House
(official residence
of the president
of America)

diphtheria
white colour
white sugar

white rabbit

It means, “He is very frank to me.”

bai mang mang

béi ri meng
bai xve qid
bai shéu qi jia

tan bai
zhgn xiang da
bai

an endless
whiteness

daydream

white corpuscle

start from scratch;
build up from
nothing

frank

matter that is
finally made clear




E d;m
CE—— dawn;
daybreak

The daily appearance of the sun
(8) above the horizon { _) gave
man his concept of dawn 8 .
From the sun’s early rising rose
the proverbial saying: ‘“To get up
early for three mornings is equal to
one day of time.’”’” Man preached
this — from the rising of the sun to
its setting — but it never dawned
on him to practise it.

PENG

BEIGICIE

BE dan mj morning and ViREN hua dan
evening

HA dan Xi in a short while JtH yuan dan

HA77[8] danxizhijan  within a single day | —H y1 dan

Example:

PR = R /A S | I

Yéan dan shi gong gong jia i

It means, “New Year’s Day is a public holiday.”
29

prima dona in an
opera

New Year’s Day
once; as soon as




jing
E crystal;
E E brilliant;

sparkling

To reflect his brilliance, man
arranged three suns ( 8 )intoa
symmetrical, geometric pattern
and crystallized this into a
sparkling ideograph and graphic
symbol for cystal: §h. For gene-
rations man has been gazing into
. his crystal ball but, crystal-clear
though it was, he couldn’t see

much of a future in it.

' Ay
)

LYLN jing 1l crystal SEhh A ling jing jing  shining
BH jing ying lustrous; brilliant | K54 shui jing crystalline
LN jing ti gudn transistor
A jié jing result; product;

crystallization
Example:

o

XA H M S EF TR,

e bén shT shi t3 dug nidn yén jio  de ji§ jm

It means, “This book is the result of his many years of research.”
30

=l
=3




iig The guiding mark @ (meaning first) is the first of the ‘‘ten stems” — the
) decimal cycle of time reckoning. Originally written: <+ , it was later en-
first; cased in a square: . To differentiate it from BB (field) the vertical line
armour or Was extended downwards: T . A subsequent modification came to suggest
. ‘“‘helmet’’ because of its resemblance: Gi'—) . By extension, the modern form,
protective g3 covers a whole range of hard protective coverings like armour, shells,
covering scales and nails used not only for protection, but also for aggression.

4338+ -H

|
1
)
i

FHR jid ban deck of a ship s jid yo soft-shelled turtle

B jia chong beetle g3 jia gi wén inscriptions on

H 5% jia déng first class or first oracle bones
grade EPIN jid zhuang xian  thyroid gland -

=2h=) jid ke jacket S zhvang jid bing  armoured corps

5 jid gido crust

Example:

e %2 A& R KR EMFERLE.

Y xU du@ rén z3i jidn bdn shdng w6 i gudng yU.

It means, “There are many people sunbathing on the deck.”
31



v
z80

early;
morning

E (meaning early or morning) is the
time of the day when the sun ( E) ) has
risen to the height of a man’s helmet

). = is the old form of B,
originally meaning helmet. Since
another meaning of =2] (-t )is “first”
the character: £ signifies also the
first ( <+ ) sun ( | ), that is, the early
morning: E .

\ WWEJEQ

nman—

Hae z30 an good morning HaE 230 nidn
Eif z80 ban morning shift ELi zéo g7
B z80 ¢an breakfast 2H z@on
Eig 780 cao morning exercise | - | zdo shang
BHE zéo chén early morning Hit 730 wan
B& zdo chun early spring

Hig z30 hun marrying too early

Example:

E R HE A,
Qing z 4t
It means, “Please reply as soon as possible.”
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one’s early life
early stage

at an early date
(early) morning

morning and
evening




xia

rest;
cease

This is a refreshing character
for any person ( A.) workihg
near a shady tree ( ). It
literally means “rest” (fK)
and pictures a person ( A, or
) leaning against a tree
( 7). Of the tree the Chinese
proverb laments: ‘‘One genera-
tion plants the trees under
whose shade another generation
takes its ease.’’ Exemplifying
this, we show a character leisurely :
basking in the sunshine and .1
leaning himself against a tree .@ .-
planted by an older generation.

AN ECIIC

e Xit hui adjourn (meeting) | /KF% Xi0 yang
INIES Xt jia on leave
KE XiU Xi rest or relax N4 Xiu ye
R X0 xidn lie fallow (land) | FRAX iU zhan
K718 Xil xidng don’t expect R Xiu zhéng
R Xiu xué suspend one’s Rk it zhi

schooling without

losing one’s status

as a student

Example:

fis &£ E K B K 5F .
Ta zai yT yvan 4 xi0 yang.
It means, “He is recuperating in the hospital.”
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recuperate or
convalesce

wind up (business)

ceasefire

rest and reorganize

cease or stop



dong
, \ east

Man turned his head around, lock-
ing for a suitable sign for “‘east” —
the directioh he faced when he saw
the sun rise every day. He suc-
ceeded one morning when he
observed the sun ( E] ) through the
trees ( 7K ). So sun ( B ) behind
tree (7 ) became east ( # ). For-
tunately, success did not turn
man’s head, otherwise he would
have been left facing the wrong
direction.

oY~ %4

"FEFE

RH dang fang the East EGI.  Dong Nén Ya

KK dong feng east wind FRFEPEH  dong ben xT by

R Dong Jing Tokyo FRILFEE#  dong shan zai qi

K Dong Du Eastern Europe

R4 dang X7 things; East a4t Oong X7 Nan BEi
and West o

PR3 dang ban gid eastern FR5KPESE  dong zhang X1

hemisphere waag

KHA Dong Fang Rén  Orientals

Example:
KW HEFHH LR,
Tai ying you dang fang shéng shang Idi.
It means, “The sun rises in the east.”
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Southeast Asia

busy oneself with

stage a
come-back

East, West, South,
North

gaze (or peer)
around



As the sun settles in the west birds roost in their nests; so a crogs-hatched bird’s
nest provided the cradle for ‘‘west”, and nest became west é Man’s fertile

imagination conceived a new ideograph — a nest with a brooding bird: &
hatching up a new form: @5\ which finally developed into a full-fledged
character for west: 9. As all “‘things” exist between east ( ) and west
( 79 ), the combination east-west, meaning ‘‘things”, came to be applied to
anything from east to west.

PENS

[lipval X7 bian west side [isp=2 X Yang the West
[litESS X1 can Western-style food | PH[E XT YT a doctor trained in
[iipa] Xi fang the West Western medicine
78 % X7 93 watermelon . | PO Xi Zang Tibet
TE XT HO West Lake in Pase X7 zhuang Western dress

Hangzhou [EE ST X7 ban qid western hemisphere
[isye7] X7 nan southwest ricgsin X7 Ban Ya Spain
PHIEK X7 Ou Western Europe FEAGF]IE  XTBo LiYa Siberia
Example:

mOLNAEFEMT

x duo zhdng zi.

XT oqua ybv

It means, “A watermelon has many seeds.”
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shang

up;
above;
ascend

Since up and down, above and below are relative and abstract terms,
man conveyed the ideas graphically by relating a simple stroke to a
horizontal foundation line (—.). This stroke above the base line was
originally a dot: *_ extended t
embellished: _2 and finally stabi

0 a line: ==, propped upright: _L .
lized: k. .

Pictured above are the abstract ideas of up and above, translated very stiffly into concrete forms.

FAUG

-

.

E3E shang ban
3 shang bei
=4 shang bin
& shang cang
Ei% shang c@
EE shang céng
% shang ching
E® shang chuéng
Example:

woE B E T .

T3 shang ban

Qe

go to work
one’s elders

distinguished guest;

guest of honour
Heaven; God
the best plan
upper strata

appear on the
stage
go to bed

It means, “She’s gone to work.”

kAR
ot
%
Bukiiy
Bt
iR

et

shang dai
shang dang
shang déng
shang di
shang ji
shang ke
shang kGng

shang ydu

former generations
cheated

first-class

God

higher authority
attend class

in the sky;
overhead

upper stream




N The concept of down and below is clarified in relation to a
xX1a horizontal line. The stroke below the fundamental line was originally
a dot: =~ which was extended to a line: —= for ease in writing.

ggl‘gr‘;. The modified forms: T~ and "¢ eventually led to the final ideo-
desc eﬁ d graph: "I~ . The characters below, although literally under water, are

figuratively above water.

THE xid ban be off duty Tk xia ji lower level
T3 xia bei the younger T xia jian mean; degrading
generation of a T xia jiang descend

s R family TR xia ke class is over
TR Xia ce bad plan Tk Xia lai come down
= xia céng lower level T4 xia ling instruct; order
_Fié Xi? chang epd; fate T xia lig despicable
Tt Xia chén sink T xid lud whereabouts
T xia déng low grade
Example:

ft TR EF N

Ta xia wi yio gu kin x.

It means, “He is going for a show in the afternoon.”
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zhong

centre;
middle;neutral

By shooting an arrow: |
right into the centre of a
square target: 7 man scored
a bull’s-eye and secured a
mark for “‘centre”: H{. He
added a decoration of four
stripes: ¥, rearranged
them: EF’ , stripped them off:
Y, and finally hit his mark
for simplicity: Etl . The sym-
bol also means standing in the -
middle or neutrality (g1 32).
Unfortunately, in the applica-
tion of neutrality, man has
completely missed his mark.

\ r?DcP

HER zhiong by central section HhfE Zhong Hua
o zhong can Chinese meal r [|] zhiong jian
HE zhang céng middle-level =RV zhong I
g zhiong céng intermediate range | H4E zhong nidn
& zhong déng middle-class % zhong t0
% Zhong Dang the Middle East iz zhong wén
i zhong dudn break off R zhong xué
G Zhang Gud China

Example:

fit & b %R E .

Ta chi shen zhong déng jiF ting.

It means, “He comes from a middle-class family.”
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China

middle

neutral
middle-aged
midway

Chinese language
secondary school



/
nu A woman % under the hand 3 of a master signifies slaveﬁi. The components
X. and ¢t put together literally mean ‘““handmaid” — a female who slaves
1 . with her hands.ﬁi includes slaves of both sexes who serve their masters hand
slave; and foot.

servant

PEVG

gLy n b7 female slave Wi ny xing
WA nl cai flunkey; lackey

&L nu hua enslave W% ni yi
IR nd i slave RN nd 1 hi 0
Ve ng pi male slave

Example:

Wk BB K R
Ng I zhi di oy féi chd.
It means, “Slavery has already been abolished.”
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servile
disposition

slavery

slave system




you

friend

The character for *‘friend”’ originated with two right hands acting co-operatively
in the same direction XM and later reaching out to clasp each other in
friendship &3..By placing the hands, one upon the other: AL ja_nd, with a little
straightening out, man derived the modern reinforced form: .

Pens
KE ybu ai friendly affection | KA ybu rén friend
& ybu bing friendly nation & ybu shan friendly
KiF ybu hio friendly Kig you yi friendship
K& you ging friendship KIEFHTE  ybu héo xié ding  friendship pact

Example:

f2 &t F M K.
| de hio péng yiu.
It means, “He is my good friend.”

T3 shi wd
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shou . THE earliest pictograph for hand placed undue emphasis on the
palm lines as basis & . Practical experience, however, put man on
the right lines - th¢ fingers \¥. Finally, reinforced with straight
lines ¥ the character assumeéd the modern form ¥ with fingers of
unequal length. For, as the proverb goes, “0Of the ten fingers, some
are long and some are short.” 4 proved handy as radical for
hand numerous characters with its variants ¥ and #.

7/

+B shou bi arm Fmh shou jin towel
FE shéu bi somebody’s own | F5 shou kao handcuffs
handwriting or- | 4 shdu giang pistol

vy painting FAR shou shu surgical operation
=& Sh?” bl\au wrist-watch F15 shbu shy handwritten letter
%ﬂﬂ; shsu e handbook FE shdu tao gloves
FE shou duan means; measure F o i iy dian ting  torch
T shgu fi skill; tricks FHE 58 shu lid dan hand-grenade
FT shou gong handwork
Example:
BE— W E.

WS ylu yT shuang shiu.
It means, “I have a pair of hands.”
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spear; lance

X% is a pictographic represen-
tation of an ancient weapon of
war - a spearlike lance equip-
ped with hook and crosshar.
Althoungh this and other anecient
weapons are now obsolete, man
has not even begun to beat his
swords into ploughshares or his ]
spears into pruning hooks. :

PEVG

—[Txl%

X BE Gebi the Gobi Desert

+x gan ge weapons; war

BIRAHM  déo g8 xiang betray one’s own
xiang party

Example:

tT %% %@,
Hud gan g8 wéi yu bd.
It means, “Stop war and make peace.”
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I; me

THE earliest forms show two
spears against each other in
direct confrontation: i3 R
presumably symbelizing two
rights being asserted and, by
extension, my right, that is,
me. A later transeription
projected a new image: % , a
pictograph of a hand ¥ grasp-
ing a spear % , denoting that
when man wields in his
hand ¥ a spear % his ego,
the big ‘I’’, emerges.
Hence 3% : L
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"l

A wb men we

FER wo ai ni I love you

FATHY wo men de our; ours

FATFRE woxingwisi  persist in one’s
old ways

Example:

R oW R LRE R BRIEE LT ET .

Dd jig o bang wj, wi bang of hén kudi ji0 b3 hub er gan wan lido.

It means, “With each one giving the other a helping hand, they soon got the job done.”
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fiR

you

THE classical character for
“you”, an equal,
& pictograph of a
balance M loaded with %%
equally on both sides and top-
ped by a phonetic 4% .
eventually contracted to /% .
By adding A.(person)to /2, man
introduced the human element
and came up with {41 - a per-
son who carries the same
welght: yon. -

was Eﬁ,

was

PEVSG

1%

YREF ni hdo
R4l ni men
RATHY ni men de
RIEFRIE  ni s wh hué
Example:

R 4F g o

N hio ma?

how do you do TRBIRAE i zhuT wh gén
you (plural)

your; yours (plural)
life and death
struggle

It means, “How do you do?”, “how are you?”, hello”.

44

try to overtake
each other in
friendly
emulation




yé

‘m also;

in addition to

ORIGINALLY the character %
was a representation of an an-
cient drinking horn, shaped like
a funnel. In addition to his
righttul belongings, man also
appropriated this drinking ves-
sel. To this day it has remained
in his pessession - a pictograph
specially borrowed for the con-
junction “also”, jeining man to

his drinking horn.

PENG

-

-+

<

thE yé ba let it be
RS yé hdo may as well
AT yé xing all right
HWiF yé XU perhaps
WA yé you also have
Example:

f@mil:r%ﬂ%o

T3y hoi  18i.

XU

It means, “Perhaps he may come.”
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ta
1& he; she

THE character 1¢ is drawn from A. (person) and & (also). By
extension it means ‘“that person also” and refers to the other
person: he or she.

Ak 13 chu
iR 13 de
AT ta men
A 13 rén
Example:

fitt & — A~ K,
T3 shi 4T g6 yi f0.
It means, “He is a fisherman.”

elsewhere fb B fan some other day
his it & ta xiang place far away
they from home
the other person fiLE & @ ji himself
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its similarity_to

and pupil <& . When stylized: @@
E deceived man’s eye; so it was stood on end:

mu IN ITS primitive form the eye was pictured naturally with eyelids

(four)
and finally

squared off: B . It would seem that even with his very own eyes
eye man could not see eye to eye.

PENL

| |N|F|H|E

H#r mu biao aim

H i mo di purpose; aim; goal

Hig mu di witness; see for
oneself

H mU guang sight; vision; view

ERY mu jian see for oneself

B4 mi eyesight

H3K my 1y contents page or
index (of book);
catalogue

Example:

F* B B & 4 M 4.
WS mi gian hdi bi xiang jie hin.
It means, “I don’t intend to get married now.”

H Al
H%

HT

H A
ElicdugS
Ba—Y)
B LA

mu gian
mu song

mu xia

~ ~ v —
mu bu zhuan jing
my deng kbu dai
mu Kang yT gie
mu zhong wd rén

at present

watch somebody
g0

now,; at present

stare

stunned

supercilious

look down on
others; be
overweening




jian

see

FOR the verb

“to see” the

eye B was set atop man A .
As the eye grew, man shrank to
produce the regular form B ,

now simplified to {}, .

PENG
AR
ik jian bao appear in the 0 E] jian wén knowledge
newspaper =1 jian xi learn on the job
WA jian gui preposterous Rk jian xido effective
P2 jian ji¢ opinions W jian xian laugh at (me or us)
IRI- jian liang excuse me; forgive | IfijF jidn zhéng witness; testimony
- . me WEEL jidny sTgan  fickle; inconstant
)“E Jian mian meet WL EBA  jian yi ying wéi  ready to take up
R jian shi widen one’s know- the cudgels for a
ledge; enrich just cause
One's experience | N, bu jian lost; disappeared
Example:
AN T — &K B,
W6 bu jian le yT bén shd.

It means, “I lost a book.”
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% kan

see

IN THIS ideograph man raised
his hand & above his eye B
to cut off the sun’s rays in
order to see clearly #% . From
this experience he also saw
clearly the point of the Chinese
proverb: “You cannot cut off
the sunlight with ene hand.”

PENG
TEFFAEAEE

&R kan bing consult a doctor =7 kan qi keep abreast of
HE kan chuan see through EHit kan ging underestimate
EiF kan dai look upon; regard; | & kan zhong take a fancy to

- treat HE kdn zhdng think highly of
%EU ka\n dao catch sight of; see ENR kan bu guan cannot bear the
HiE kan fa view; opinion sight of
=W kan jian see EGH  kindeql think highly of
EHR kan lai it looks as if BURAHE ling yén xiang  treated favourably
K kan po see through kan
Example:

fn & K FH R B,
T s & kan bing de.
It means, “He comes to consult a doctor.”
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kou THE character for mouth was originally a pictograph of an open

mouth: ¥V broadening into a smile: Y- and eventually

stitfening: =1 and contracting to a square: O . (O also
mouth; means an opening. Wise old sayings always caution one about
opening those with a big mouth .

a4 kdu céi eloquence 5 kdv ké thirsty

rnz kdu chr stutter AO rén kdu population

0K kdu chou bad breath B kéu qi tone

O4% kéu dai pocket A kdu shi oral examination
W] kdu fu gourmet’s luck 17k kiu shui saliva

it kiu gong testimony CI.GHE  kBu shixin f6i says yes when one
- kdu hdo slogan means no

WEAN kiiu héng lipstick =0 kud kb boasting

mp:s kb jué quarrel

Example:

i B9 O A4 R F
T3 de kiv cdi hén hso.
It means, “He is very eloquent.”
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yé,n “In & multitude of words,” the Chinese saying goes, ‘“there will certalnly
be a mistake.” This is evident fromthe character for words itself:

Originally written g, it represented a mouth & from which lssued a
mistake $ (an old (orm of 11). Apparently, to correct this error, man

words; changed & to Z . So today, with great care, his mouth <7 speaks its

speak lines = trsnstormlng soundwaves into words:

55 yén cf one’s words 518 yan yi spoken language
SHl yan hé make peace S MHE  yan by ydu zhong  speak insincerely
St yan lun speech SMIAE  yén ér wi xin fail to keep faith
iR yan tan the way one speaks | 5L HSC  yénguogi shi  exaggerate

or the words one | Uit A\ yén ting ji cong  readily accept
e ) says one’s advice
51T yan xing words and deeds SN NZE  yanwai i yi implications
Example:

ft 5 17 A — B,

Ta yan xing bi y oz

It means, “His words do not correspond with his actions.”
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E

\

standing by
symbol for faith and trust: {
Ancient forms show a man and
mouth; alse a heart and words, i.e.,
words from the heart - sincere and
honest. As only man A can trans-
mit his word by writing, 1= (man
and word) also came to mean the

" Xin

believe;
trust;
letter

This character pictures a man A
his word &, a fittin,

ung
& .

written letter or epistle.

AN

EESS xin feng envelope EES xin tido creed

RS xin féng believe in (3 xin i disciple

L xin o be convinced EEan xin tud trust

AWy DN . N .

55 xin hao signal 556 xin xiang post box

EXaz xin jian letter {200 xin ¥Tn confidence; faith
(EE xin jian letter pad ] xin yang belief
(=L Xin jido believe in a religion | {5 FH xin yong trustworthiness
5 xin 1aj trust i Xié xin write letters
fB1E xin rén have confidence in

Example:

wHE R - N1EHE,
Qing géi wi yT gé xin fang.

It means, “Please give me an envelope.”
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gong L is a pictograph of the ancient workman’s square or carpenter’s ruler.
By extension, it means work, labour or skill. An early form: I included

“T three parallel Hnes traced with the square. Man has always had

L. work; problems with work and remuneration. Instead of striving for prosperity

— labour; through work, he works for prosperity through strife, as our picture of
skill master and servant shows.

MORE WORK
+ LESS PAY
= PROSPERITY

MORE PAY '\
+ LESS WORK . Qo
= PROSPERITY

PENS

I gong ching factory Tk gong qian service charges
I% Gang Dang the Labour Party | T.A gang rén worker
Tih gong di construction site Tk gong ye industry
BIGS gong fu time; effort T gong yi technology
TITHE gong ju tools IT% gong Zi wages
s gong hui trade union THE gong zud job
TE gong jiang craftsman TAEH gong chéng s engineer
I gong néing workers and Tk gong ye hua industralize
peasants TE5H gong yi pin crafts
Example:
flt & ™~ T A,

Ta shi ge gong rén.
It means, “He i1s a worker.”
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zud

;_ i left;

also a Chinese
surname

The character for left: X depicts the
hand 7 that holds the ecarpenter’s
square I —the left. The left hand 7 is
meant to help its more skilled correla-
tive member in manual work L as, for
example, holding the ruler while the
right hand draws the line. 7 stands for
the direction left.

“FEEE

paepv) 200 bian left side
IETH zud mian left side
IR 208 pai leftist
P4 26 ging left-leaning
EF 2ud shiy left hand
ER 2l y left wing
Example:

fist # £ F 5 5,

T8 yong w6 shdv xi¥ 2.

It means, “He writes with his left hand.”

EA
EHF
FEAER

FeAa AN

2u6 you left and right
2u0 you shéu the right-hand man

208 you féng yudn win advantages -
from both sides

v ~ /. / . .
zu0 you wei nan  in a dilemma



y

Ur

you

right

The character for right: 5 is
simply a hand 7 and a
mouth 7 , signifying the hand
you eat with -~ the
right. % stands for the direction
right.

“F A

ail you bian right side HF you shdy right hand
AT you mian right side HE you yi right wing
Fik you pai rightist EEa xiang you turn right’
10 you ging right deviation

Example:

fit 1 A B

T3 xiang you zhudn.
It means, “He turns right.”
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&

shé

tongue

“The tongue is like a sharp knife; it
kills without drawing blood,” so
warns the Chinese proverb. Exempli-

g this, early forms of the charac-
ter show a forked tongue thrust vi-
ciously out of the mouth:
skilfully smoothens itself: ¥
and finally straightens: X into the
new form: &

S . It

FénG

/|2

F |+

G

R
X

I

= 4

Example:

shé jian
shé tou
shé yin
shé zhan

tip of the tongue
tongue

lingual sounds
heated discussion

e ad,XNHFRFEK.
Bian 0n hui zhong, shuang fang zhdn K& shé zhan.
It means, “Both sides are having a heated discussion at the debate.”
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i | (38)

hua

talk; speech; language

Man combined words E and
tongue 4 te produce 5% , meaning )
speech or language. To emphasize (N
the importance of weighing words
before delivery and to caution
against their indiscriminate prolifera-
tion, the Chinese proverb warns:
“Water and words are easy fo pour
out but impossible to recover.”

T ¥ D

1551 hua bié say goodbye
1R hua bing subject for ridicule
1518 hua jiu talk about old
times
G hud ju stage play
Example:

ft W & B Ok A
T3 jidng hua hén dd sheng.
It means, “He talks very loudly.”
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Th
ERAE
Kif

hua ti
hua i ydu hua

xiao hua

subject of a talk

~ there’s more to it

than what is
merely said

joke



&ér From time immemorial man discerned the wisdom of listening. He proclaimed
from ear to ear the proverbial saying: “A good talker is inferior to a good
listener.” The pictograph he created for the listening ear began with a natural
rendition: ¢ and ended with a stylized form: H .His talking about the listening
ear began also with a natural rendition, but it doesn’t seem like ever ending in any

ear form.

“|T|FI|E

Bk ¥ duo ear HR ¥r shi

B ér guang a box on the ear | HiE ér yU

HIR ér huén earrings B3R & bian fang

BHHL A earphones B H—#r ¥ myisn

H1L &r king earhole

Hg ¥r ming tinnitus EEEHEE & wén my do
HH ér mu informer

HEE & sai earplug

Example:

fib B9 B 5% R R,
Ta de & duwo M ling
It means, “He has sharp ears.”
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earwax

whisper

turn a deaf ear to

pleasant change
of atmosphere

what one hears
and sees




q3X

Vv

qu

take; select; seize

To secure a firm hoid on a
person the hand X is laid on
the ear H . A hand en the
ear, then, means to take hoid
of, to select or seize: HX .
Pictured here are various
characters exiending a help-
Ing hand to demonstrate what
E|S means.

Vevia
-
T |F |F [E A H7|AL

Bt qU cdi acquire material B4 qu shé make one’s choice

) o (for writing) i d qU sheng SCore a success
Hlﬁ 00 dai replace . HUH qU xiao cancel
Hilg qU dao by way of; via iy qu xido make fun of
1 U dé obtain Btk %M qU chang bl dudn learn from other’s
& qu di ban; suppress : strong points to
B qu jué be decided by remedy one’s
Hrs qU qido resort to trickery weaknesses
Example:

it B — NE 2.
Ta of xid yr gé yan hui.
It means, “He has cancelled a dinner.”
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qlvl EX means to select or obtain, ie., figuratively taking hold of a person by the
ear H In the hand X . To select a woman 2 therefore means to marry: 5% .
Today, however, it is never wise for a man to select a wife in this way, for a hand
marry on her ear definitely means a fist on his ear.

Vana
—
BX3E qU gin marry (a woman);
take a wife
Example:

il 82 7T X UE.HE FTBBEE.
T& oi le gn y hiv, i Z g de hén xing 4.
It means, “He leads a happy life after marriage.”
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_ The concept of “older brother” is suggested by the
XIONG ideograph ¥, which combines person A. with mouth 7 .

R Ideally, % represents a person A characterized by a large

mouth o , i.e., one who speaks with authority to exhort
elder brother or correct a younger brother. Our picture shows what
could happen in reality if big mouth of “older brother”
went into action.

PENG
\

# xiong di brothers 558 2 xiong di zhi bang  fraternal states
K xiong zhdng respectful form S zhang xiong elder brother

of address for an

elder brother or

a marr friend
Example:

AR E R B HE K,
WO yiu hén dud xiong di jie méi.
It means, “I have many brothers and sisters.”
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BA

\

In the etymological
sense, /\. means to divide or
separate. It is made up of
two separate sirokes, form-
ing a symmetrical
symbol /\ . Probably be-
cause the number 8 can be
easily divided and subdi-
vided, /\ (to divide) came
to stand for 8, the much-
divisible number. The origi-

eight

nal seal form: 7Y ,
coincidentally , has 8 lines.
PENG
VERPAS
NI Ba Xian The Eight Immortals | /\F ba z1 Eight Characters {in four
J\RB ba yve August pairs, indicating the
year, month, day and
hour of a person’s birth,
. each pair consisting of
one Heavenly Stem and
one Earthly Branch,
used in fortune telling).
Example:
XA~ AR NH.,
Zhé g yué shi bT yus.

It means, “This month is August.”
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\
DUI
ﬁ exchange;

barter

The character %, origi-
nally meant to speak, bless
or rejoice. It was derived
from older brother’s %, dis-
sipation of effluent breath
s\ into words of encourage-
ment: &, involving the ex-
change of weords. With
money talking louder than
words in man’s affluent
society, there arose the
need to exchange the old
meaning for a new one. ,

Today, §i, means to ex-
change money or to barter.

3

S
—

\

i
D
S

@&
&‘»

E o = -
CEXN (RUPEE
o ==
==
=
==
S -
o\
Y

Pena

AL AL-21-28-F

ST dui fu cash (a cheque,
etc)

53 dui huan exchange

SEL dui xian pay cash

RIRE dui hudn bido exchange table

Example:

fit = ®W AT H OB X R

T8 qU ynhg hdng dul xidn zhT pido.

It means, “He went to the bank to cash a cheque.”
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(&)

speak; theory; story

15

SHUO

)é,du is a character that speaks
for itself; it means to speak, i.e., to
exchange ¢, words 3 . It is an
ideograph “of elder brother %,
separating his words /\ , exchang-
ing them in speech 3%. It can also
mean theory, opinion or story as,
for example: <~ Z¥, or “small
story”, a novel.

PENG

\ \ LYY A A/ Yy . \ LY
v T s e ia e,

Pk shug chuan expose WE shud gin act as matchmaker

ik shuo fa way of saying a AL shud ging plead for mercy
thing for somebody

BEAR shug fi persuade; convince | #i%E shug xido chatting and

wiig shuo hua talk laughing

Wik shud huing tell a lie WAE  shud by ding perhaps

W shug jido preach YR TE shug da hua talk big; boast

i shud i reason things out | BiiFR shud de i can get along

L shug méi act as matchmaker | SEEIMHE]  shid ddo 200 ddo  do what one says

BiEH shud ming explain 4N xiad shug novel

Example:

fis A #E B OBR K .

Tq

bu néng shud fi - wd.

It means, “He cannot convince me.”
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number containing

pleteness of 10, both
ber and extent.

+ is a symbol of com-
pleteness. It represents ex-
tent in two dimensions -
(— and | ) and is formed
by joining the five cardinal
points: east, west, south,
north and centre: 4. The
sign is therefore an appro-
priate symbhol for the
numeral 10 — a complete

other simple numbers of
decimal numeration. Our
picture illustrates the com-

all the

in num-

VENG

+47 shi fen very; fully
+5 shi wan one hundred

thousand
+AH shi yué October
+E shi zi 100 per cent
+—_AH shi er yué December
+—H shi y7 yué November
Example:

f xR B9 LR+ 0 W R
Ta dul o de gong 8 shi fen min yi.
It means, “He is very satisfied with your work.”
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+a
R

+&+X
+2Z AN

+F %O

shi 21 jia
shi né jid wen

shi quén shi méi
shi zif ba jui

shi i 1) ku

Cross

90 per cent certain
of

faultless

in eight or nine
cases out of ten

crossroad



This character & is applicable to that which has passed

v
GU through ten 4+ mouths T — a tradition dating back ten
. generations. It includes anything very old, ancient, of an-
old;anme.nt; tiquity — whether valuable, invaluable or valueless. Our
alsoa Chinese picture illustrates the process of passing through ten
surname mouths something of questionable value.

Pena

HE Gy B3 Cuba % g léo

(LAY gu dai ancient times A gu rén

Paagi:A gU dign classical o gl shy

mE gl diing antique wHHL gU wén

I gl guai peculiar; strange 3 gu zhuang

i) gl guo ancient state BT gl se g xiang

Fap i gl ji historic d A4 F gi wéi jin yong
monuments

gl aU jiu archaic

Example:

Z 5 R %%,

e M3 you xi duo gU i

It means, “There are many historical monuments in Rome.”
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ancient

our forefathers

ancient book

curio

ancient costume

quaint

make the past
serve the present




Iy
=
=

Sayings & in tens -+ implies the ability to

a calculate £ — to know how to enumerate 7 the ten

l\_umbers + of the decimal system. By extension,
Z1 means to reckon, to plan, to scheme. Below we

show a pair of scheming, calculating characters,
counting their chickens.

PENG

Ty it
iR ji ce stratagem Y iy deliberate; talk
apl ji hua plan i N over
R J] Jlaﬂ haggle over V{‘%:*JL ] SUaﬂ\JT calculator
i ji mbu scheme it sheng ji livelihood
) ji shi reckon by time FEELIR] jatngjithd  family planning
& ji sudn calculate

Example:

XA ENE DR

dud shdo gidn?

e g ji
It means, “How much does this calculator cost?”

suan T



The original pictograph was a representation of the

XIN physical heart. Its membranous sac was ripped open, expos-

N\ ing it: Y and a delineation of the aorta appended below:
IL\ Qég . A stylization: “¢ provided the basis for the modern
heart form: (03, Recognition of this vital organ’s role as seat of
motivation for both good and evil prompted man to take to

heart the ancient saying: “Honey mouth, dagger heart.”

/

N Xin ai dear L8 Xin si thought; idea

IRy xin dé personal insight | -LvH 1B/ xin gan ging willingly

L Xn fén vexed ' yuan

W1} X fy trusted subordinate @‘72%73( Xin hua nu fang  elated

S| xin If psychology LAFRTE  xin shén b ding  restless mind

LS Xin sh things that weigh | ‘LvCHED  xin xin xiang yin  have mutual
on one’s mind affinity

Ny = xin my frame of mind TR hut xin disheartened

AN Xin ging state of mind

Example:

N EE X KWK L,
BU ydo ym Shi bai ér huT X
It means, “Do not be disheartened by failures.”
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<

NU

213N | anger; rage;
passion

The very sinister structure
of '{‘3 , meaning anger or pas-
sion, constitutes a warning to
man, for 23 was secured by
bonding slave ZX to heart \.
It cautions against giving way
to anger or passion and
becoming slave and handmaid
4% to the dictates of the heart«S.

U1k (b |37(22 4% | 43| 2% (4%

’ '

R nu chi rebuke angrily Fo ) nu shi stare at someone
&L nu hoy howl or something in
&k nu huo fury . o anger
iR A= NN . A& i nU chdng chong  angrily
Hn n qi rage; fury A T T
IR 2 T R W5 oo f3 chong guan  in utmost anger
ke nu rong angry look 5% F T o md 6 sh "
o) 0 s angry look I%E ) :u mj ér shi stare angrily

10 ex en nu angry
Example:

i 7w AR B WM
Ta men lifng rén n0 mu  ér  shi.
It means, “They stare angrily at each other.”
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1=
fear

The character for fear has, for
radical, | — a variant of heart
‘3. The phonetic, sound compo-
nent ¢ (white) collaborates with
the radieal, /0> (heart) to instil
the idea of fear into this charac-
ter: #8, which literally means:
“white heart”, i.e., fear or lack of
courage. Sometimes a “‘white
heart” can inspire the bold deeds
of a “lion-heart’ as our picture
shows.

Pens

‘ ll~ |I~ ll\’ |h’ lh‘,

aA pa rén terrifying

a4 pa sheng (of a child) shy
with strangers

gk pa shi afraid of getting
into trouble

Example:

woAR e fR .

Ta hén pa  wi.
It means, “She is scared of me.”

TH%E
1%
e

70

pa si fear death
pa Xiv bashful; shy
hai pa scared



- %239

This character originally meant “preg-
nant”; it pictured a human figure with
prominent belly and one leg thrust
forward to support and balance  the
body: “@ . The modern form:

also means “the human body” - either
male or female, ordinary or outstand-
ing. We show a couple of outstanding
ones - outstanding in “body”, not in
form or figure.

FENG
- | 7 Z Z
SGGIEN
£ih shén bian at '(or by) one’s Bk shen ti body
o side B0 shen xTn body and mind
%*7{ shen cai ﬁggre (body) B shen yun pregnancy
= shien fen social status B5riE  shenfenzheng  identity card
i shen jia social status B H3E  shenlingijing  be present on the
54K shen qu body; stature spot
Bt shen shi one’s lot
Example:

By B KR 55,
T3 de shen ti hén rud.

It means, “He is very weak.”
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Z

self;
oneself

Because the nose sticks out most from
the face — sometimes too far out — it
characterizes the person and symbol-
izes his personality. A pictographic
representation of the nose therefore
personifies, not the nose, but “self” or
“oneself”. Our picture emphasizes the
dominant role of the nose in a confron-
tation of personalities.

AISGIGIGIE

HHE 2 bai self-confession HH 21 you freedom
HE 2 bei inferiority complex; | H & 21 yuan voluntarily

~ .. self-aba-lsed B &K 21 14 shui tap water
K 21 ding automatic H&HF dblozig  self-forsaking
=ES 2l sha commit suicide HE# S zgofenying  volunteer one’s
HE 21 shou give oneself up service
Hf& zi\ zbuén autobiography BEHK 2goazd conceited; egoistic
HOC 7 ji oneself BEHESN dshigh self-supporting
HiL ol independent BAHFJE 2 xiang mdo din  self-contradiction
=h] zi man complacent
Example:
fih R B L,

T& hén oz T
It means, “He is very selfish.”
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)" O E

The evolutionary struggle of this
character sees man fighting a losing
battle. Earliest forms show the mouth
filled with teeth: &3 and later only
the front teeth: {5 . The regular form:

has the teeth sharpened and cap-
ped by the phonetic: 2L . The
simplified version: 5  drastically
reduces the remaining teeth to one. ‘
But, with all that loss, man can still( C
console himself that many a true word ™
is spoken through false teeth.

PENG
) | FaF (2B [aE a1k | 2k
) |TA R |
wWH chi lin gear-wheel 17 R chi yin the gums
B chi giang dental cavity Fth ya chi tooth
8] chi tdng toothache

Example:
fis w9 F K .
T3 de yd chi tong.
It means, “He has a toothache.”
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halt; stop

Although this character is a S
crude representation of the
motionless foot, with the
five toes reduced to three, it ) 5
does not stand for “foot”. Its % :
meanings are derived by Y A%T
extension and include: to % 91
halt, stop or stand still. Our ¥ &} |
illustration shows how, in : Q&o ilE
an emergency, the foot can
come in handy to express
the idea of “Stop!”

ltm% @ (:’I

VPR

1k zhi b halt; stop 1EIZZ5 2V ké yao
1E3% zhi jing limit; end =1k ting zhi

1B 2hi k§ quench thirst 1k zhong zhi
1% zhi ke relieve a cough

k9 zhi tong allay pains SEMEILIE  wang méi zhi k¥
11 zhi xug stop bleeding

Example:

B oW Lk &
Suan méi  ké oy o K
It means, “Sour plums can quench your thirst.”
74

cough mixture

halt; stop

put an end to;
cease

gaze at plums
to quench one’s
thirst; vain hopes




E foot

The character: @ appar-
ently pictures the knee-cap:
QO  resting on the foot:
(. . The full circle O
suggests. completion and -
rest, as opposed to motion.
The modern form: g , |
signifying foot at rest, is -
applicable to feet in gener-

al. And feet are generally at
rest, as our example shows.

BRI

Jiex 2 20 gou enough RERFA 24 giv dul soccer team
s 20 ji footprint JEBRAR 20 qiy mi soccer fan
& 20 jin pure gold WE man z¥ satisfied; satisfy
EER 20 qid soccer; football F IR shou zi qing shen brotherly affection
BT 20 xid polite form of

address between

friends
Example:

f E %k B B OER %,
T3 x hudn kan z0 qif  sai.
It means, “He likes to watch football matches.”
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¥

Pl -
ﬂ piece of cloth; P ‘ F A ,.

bale or roll

This character: & has an uncom-
pleted circle: Q flowing into a foot:
W , signifying the foot in motion. In
this sense, it is now obsolete - probably
because feet today are seldom in mo-
tion. The character is now mainly
applied to a bale, bolt or roll of cloth,
which is undone by a regular motion of
turning it over and over again. Our
picture illustrates both obsolete and [
modern meanings of & .

P4

— T FP7F|ZE

NS pi tdu piece goods
— AT yT pi by one piece of cloth
Example:

Mok 7 — E A,
T8 mdi le yT pi b
It means, “She bought a piece of cloth.”
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This character for “step” or
“pace” is an ideograph of a
right foot and a left foot, one
following the other in close suc-
cession, graphically econveying
the idea of walking or taking
Such steps,
could be in the wrong direction;
our picture presenis a good ex-
ample of this.

steps. however,

J Jdb | a4k
1|71 |7y
iz infantry go on foot
U207 step by step move, measure
Gl pace or speed (in bu by gao sheng  rise step by step
walk_ing or (promotions)
‘ running) progress; improve
WAk pace jog
Bk footwork take a stroll
L7t rifle
Example:

mE@IjJi%i#ﬂi‘?%?E‘l‘ko

Ta de ging ke
It means, “His lessons have improved rapidly.”

hén  kudi .



ZHENG

. straight;
upright;

correct ;
exact

The character: i shows a feot: JL (mean-
ing “stop”) with a straight line above it. It
signifies arrival and stopping ( .t ) at the
line or proper limit ( — ) without going
astray. It is also an ideegraph of a foot
walking in a straight line: iF . Hence the
extended meanings: straight, upright, proper,
correct, exact.

FiF|IE

I
Ed
IEUR
A
ER
4
EX

Example:

zheng chéng
zheng dang
zhéng pai
zheng qué
zheng shi
zhéng ting
zhéng yi

normal

proper; rightful
upright; decent
correct; right
official
orthodox
justice

WAL AL EE,

Nd fan rén

yi o gai xi€ gl

zhéng .

1EA zhéng yug January
EHEAL zhéng chdng hud  normalize
IEHLE zhéng gut jun regular army

BE gdi zhéng correct

2 1F jiu zheng amend; correct

PXARYAIE  gdi xié gUi zhéng  turn over a new
leaf

It means, “That convict has turned over a new leaf.”
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\
=
E right; yes;

am, are, is

This ideograph locates the
sun: H over the character
for right or correct: iE
(modified to A& ). It depicts
the sun: H _ exactly on the
meridian: = . The sun is
here taken as the standard
for correctness. Hence the
idea of “right; yes; am, are,
is.”

FENG

= shi de yes; right

=23k shi fei right and wrong

=5 shi fdu whether or not?

L shi gu for this reason
i bu shi not so

Example:

XA TR,
e bi yi sin b0 shi wi de.
It means, “This umbrella is not mine.”
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In the original seal form: 7 the upper part: £ (or £ )
represents a man: X’ bending his head: / forward to walk
rapidly. The lower part: (£ (or AL ) means “to stop.” This
combination of bending and stopping indicates walking. The move-
ment is also suggested by the bending: & ( 1= ) of the toes or foot:
(. ( AL) in swift walking. Pictured here are a host of characters -
walking, running, fleeing - all bending forward but not stopping.

E z0u dong
y: %] 20u fing

7K Z8u gl

7E JiR 200 lang
7 I z0u 1ou

VichiZis zou
EFL z00 ST
Example:

b & B X F R,

T8 zu U qu xué xido.

move around %k z0u shi be lost
have an interview | 7% 200 shou beast
with 7 [A] 70U xiang walk towards
running dog; ERE 26U yang change in shape
lac.key EX z6u zi lackey
corridor TR R zbu 10u feng leak out a secret
leak out (secret) sheng
walk HEOETE umikinhd  taking a hurried
smuggling glance

It means, “He walks to school.”
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~ Man has always been dependent on the ground

TU for subsistence. To him, earth (£ ) is represented
, by its two layers (—) - the topsoil and subseil -
earth; y from which growing plants sprout ( | ). Hence -
soil, the good earth that produces all things for man.
ground a7 Pictured here are some such “earthy” provisions.

—
+ tU chan local commodities | = A t rén native
(natural pro- ol i1 10 zhi property of soil

R duces) T8+ tl bdo zi country bumpkin
i uj di. land . THH T Er O Turkey
j:@ w fei bandlt. +ARIAE  TU mi gong civil engineering
+i% t0 hua local dialect chéng
et tU réng soil et ni to soil, earth
Example:

X R RE R WM,
Zhe shi yi kedi téi wo de i di.
It means, “This piece of land is fertile.”
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4 , the ideograph for “sit”, depicts two men
talking face-to-face (AA), sitting on the
ground (£ ) bui not quite down-to-earth.
Although the radical £ (earth) provides the 3
base for the men (AA) to “sit” (42 ) on, it can dZ
prove to be the root of unproductive activity, 7

as illustrated.

PENG
1A JATTARAXTAS A
ApE 200 ldo be imprisoned AFHRK 0 _ang guan (literally) see the
AeTE 200 o locate; situate tian sky from the
A 200 shi sit by and watch ?Vztltlomtaif a
AN \ N S €a
flém‘ ZU? we\l S?at narrow view of
A i N v N .
if - ZU? X\Ia < - sit down HAE qing zuo please sit down
ARSEANZE 2ud 1 by @n be fidgety
Example:

fis & & AN & T,

T3 qing ke

rén zu0  xia

It means, “He invited the guest to sit down.”
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CHU
g0 out;
issue;
produce

Originally, | represented a stalk (%)
thrusting itself out of its receptacle () -
the ground - and bursting out in full bloom.
This verbal character places emphasis on
the action “out”. Translating this action
visually, our picture shows “out” being
expressed, not only in the active voice, but
also in the passive voice.

(EEC&E&| EE

R

H i chi bin publish

o cht chén produce

HA chy chiv make a fool of
oneself

H[E chu gud go abroad

I chij jing leave a country

o chu kdu export

H3k ch lai come out

Hse chy mai betray

Example:

fit T — & B,
Ta cho bin le i bén shi.
It means, “He has published a book.”

] chU mén be away from
home

2 chu qu go out

inl 1 chu shen family background

I chy xian appear; emerge

HEEAEL ooy liao unexpected

HWAKHL churéntdudi  stand above others

HiH: A% chushengrisi  go through thick
and thin
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SHENG

i produce;
i bear;

grow

<4 HORIZONTALLY

The earth (L ), producing
a plant (¥), lays the
groundwork for growth
(%£). Hence the modified
form: 4. , meaning to pro-
duce, bear or grow. Man,
born imperfect, grows in
different ways and direc-
tions. Piectured here are
examples from three
generations.

ARCalPaV-aV: 3

VERTICALLYD>

AR shéng bing fall ill HFi sheng shu unfamiliar

HTF sheng cdn survive =4y sheng wo biology

Hx) sheng dong vivid R sheng xiao become effective
H G sheng hud livelihood £ E sheng yi business

EH sheng [f physiology HErE shieng ying rigid

A fy shieng ming life ERS shieng zhdng grow up

EA shéng qi angry HESENE) shengqibdbd  full of vigour and
£H sheng ri birthday vitality
Example:

R 2 o & B,
Ming tign shi €@ de sheng ri.
It means, “Tomorrow is her birthday.”
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The character 4%, comprising -4 (woman) and £ (born),

N\

XING literally means: “born of woman”. It suggests that in some
remote, forgotten era man, born of woman, got his name from
the mother. Hence 24 : “surname”. We introduce here Mama

surname Li’s (é) family from the remote past, but we’ve forgotten
Papa’s insignificant surname.

PENG

i A xing ming surname and name | B bii xing

et xing pi genealogical record; | 7t 1% gui xing
family register

K xing shi surname

Example:

1 1 A S o N
Qing wen nmih xing shén me?
It means, “What is your surname, please?”

85

common people

what is your
surname?



1

~

This character is a pictograph of
the precious cowrie shell. Used in
early feudal times as money, it
came to mean also “valuables”.
The regular form (5 ) shows a
live shell with feelers; but today,
like the money it once represent-
ed, the shell reveals its hollowness
in the simplified form ( J] ).

S

BEI

E shells;

¢ o/ valuables

[y

DR bei dido
N7 bei ke
Pl bei lei
n=%* bei y
Example:

shell carving
shell
shellfish

valuables; gems

xR R E,
Ine béi k& hEn mdi.

It means, “This shell is very beautiful.”
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bei zi

bdo bei

cowries—used as
currency in
ancient times

precious; darling




e (B

JIAN cheap; mean; worthless

Two spears: % shattering
and destroying the value of
shells: El , once used as
money, conveys the idea of
cheap, worthless, mean or
humble. Man applied this
word to anything of little
value, uttering the proverbial
saying: “Cheap things are of
little value; valuable things
are not cheap”. In mock hu-
mility, he applied it also to
himself.

1[5 R

-~

- =

Sl jian jia

I 3% jian mai cheap-sale

cheap; low-priced

IR

pin jian

e Bk jian gy tou

W (HT)  jian wi (huo) cheap and common
things; inferior
quality goods

Example:

U s

chi sheng pih jidn.

It means, “She comes from a poor and humble family.”

87

poor and humble

miserable (or con-
temptible) wretch



GUI

% E expensive;
dear;

J\ ﬁ h?)erlllt;urable

A basket or container: 42 (or
® ) filled with precious
cowries: Bl (once used as
money) means dear or expen-
sive. By extension, it also
means high-class or honour-
able. In this connection, hum-
ble self ([I%) thanks honour-
able readers ( o1 ) for their ap-
preciation and “interest in the
Bilingual Page.

FENG

TP * EE R R

[1RBA
= gul b guest of honour wA gui rén
i gui fi noblewoman . .
Bt gui gud your nation (a a2 gui xing
polite expression) | 77 gur zhong
Uils7 gui jian the eminent and Vil qui zi
the humble EH bad gui -
Example:

R N

Ying Gué ylu xU dvB gui 20 rén  jia.
It means, “There are many aristocratic families in England.”
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distinguished
person

your name, please

valuable; precious

aristocrat; noble

precious




=1 |/ EX;\ MAI

~\ ﬁ buy

This ideograph is made up of
a net: 99 (modified from &9 )
and shells: B (money-
cowrie). means to buy, i.e.,
net of (ov) goods, paying the
price in cowries ( B ). This is
often done with bargain offers.
The simplified form: 3K offer-
ed in place of the regular
form: may not seem quite
a bargain, but we’ll buy it.

==~ =F
il m3i fang buyer D] mai tong bribe; buy over
KU mai hdo try to win some- xE mdi zhy buyer
body’s favour SLZ32ZS mdi kong mai speculate (in
K mai jia buying price kang stocks, etc.)
XKk mai mai buying and selling

Example:
fis & X # B E B X E
Té shi zhé ligng xm che de mdi zhi.
It means, “He is the buyer of this new car.”
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netting.
%

ug‘-’:' is derived by loading § (the business of netting
MAI i‘gcowries) with = (out, a contraction of ¥ ). Hence

g means to sell, i.e.,, to put out or push ( =+ or % )
goods and netting in (o or &7 ) cowrie-money (8).
Our picture exposes the fishy business of pushing and

7
—~ \/ PENG
Sl I B = B~ = o = =
S < ol 9_ )
SEng mai chang sing for a living £F mai yI make a living as a
xFH mai fang seller _ ) performer
S5 mai gud betray one’s SRR mai yin prostitution
country SRE W mai gub zéi traitor
S mai jia selling price SN~ mai rén qing grant a favour
xh mai | spare no effort xHR mai shen gt indenture by which
S mai ming sweat one’s guts out one sells oneself
T mai ndng show off o L or family
SR mai xiao prostitution % Ciw mai betray
E|SSai fei mai pin not for sale
FHsE pai mai sale by auction
Example:

fls = 7T AT WO,
R e

Ta chi mai le zi ji de

i)

It means, “He has betrayed his own brother.”
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Water (7K), a natural source of power, is represented
by a pictograph of surging_ waters with a central
mainstream and four whirls: “- . A variant form, using
only three drops ( . ), operates as radical to induce a
flood of “watery” characters. To this day, the proverbial
saying is afloat: “ Water can support a ship, and water
can upset it.”

KF
Kt
KB
KE
KFR
K EE
Kk
KF
K&

Example:

v o .
shul cai
shui chi

Vo -
shul gou

v v
shul guan

v v
shui guo
shui ki

v é
shui ni
shui shdu
shul td

water colour KE Shui XTng Mercury
pond; pool TKER shui yin mercury
drain; ditch KR shui zai flood
water pipe KEHK  shoilongtéy  tap; faucet
fruit JKEE K/ shui shien hud ré  (figuratively) an
reservoir; dam abyss of suffering
cement KIES shui Zhéng i steam
sailor; seaman KHEASE  shui xié bl tng  (figuratively) very
water tower . crowded

&g 7K he shui drink water

iz Kk RN HFKE &,

ChT shui gué

dul  shén

yi.

It means, “Eating fruits is good for our health.”
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o

7K

YONG

everlasting;
perpetual;

forever

One generation comes and
another goes, but water flows
on incessantly in a continuous
cycle. From this unceasing
flow of water came the ideo-
graph for “everlasting” A< -
a . variation of water (3¢), =
with foams and ripples added:
f. A will long be remem-
bered as the “everlasting”
character that embodies the
eight fundamental strokes
used in calligraphy. 3

« LY . h )
1 A | |K
K ylng sheng “eternal life k7l yding bié part forever
K% yong yudn forever; everlasting | 7K 4~ yGng bu never
KASES  yingbifen i inseparable Vi yng gu permanently fixed
JKEEAFT  ylng chdi bl xii  eternal glory Vi L] yong héng eternal; everlasting
KA ylng jiv permanent

Example:

fit 1189 & % & K 165 &9,

a8 men de

N
al

ging shi ydng héng de.

It means, “Their love is everlasting.”
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K [5K)- 4

The character for ice was }
originally: ’k , representing
cracks or erystals on the sur-

face of ice. The radical ¥
depicts water dripping and:
freezing into an icicle. 7 was
added to 7K (water ) to freeze
and crystallize it into “frozen
water” or ice: V. Our illus- |
tration applies JJ figurative-
ly, contrasting icy coldness
with fiery passion.

i
7/z////m/un

PANG
\ \ ) . . )
Rz Rz 47\

KE bing béo hailstones St ting shan iceberg
KN bing chuan glacier Kk bing shui ice-water
KE Bing ddo Iceland KFE bing xiang refrigerator
Kk bing dong freeze ¥/ Q77N bing g lin ice-cream
vkik bing kuai ice-cube UK LiBZf)  bing shang yin  ice-sports
K% bing Iéng ice-cold i dang .
VKR tiing lidng ice-cold JKREH  bing tian xé di  a world of ice

and snow
Example:

WOE K Ik
T8 xi huan chi btmg g lin.
It means, “She likes ice-cream.”
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QUAN

7 spring;

fountain

The early forms: fﬂ
and (T} show water gush-
ing out from a mountain
spring. The modern form:

’ i, distilled from
(pure) and 7 (water),
symbolizes the fountain or
spring - source of pure,
wholesome drinking water
and the inspired expres-
sion: “When you drink
water, think of the moun-
tain spring (or source).”

’\’ﬁﬁééﬁ)

RIK quén shu spring water

RIR quan yuan source of spring;
source

Mt IR pen quan fountain

Example:

X A~ omoR R OE
Zhé g pan quin hén méi.
It means, “This is a very beautiful fountain.”
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LR
44

&f) , the character for
rain, is a picture of rain-
drops (=:) falling verti-
cally down ( | ) from a
cloud ( (7) in the heavens .
( ~). Not all welcome the
rain as showers of bless- |
ing from heaven for, as/
the saying goes, “The -}
farmer hopes for rain, the Aﬁ
traveller for fine weather.” ™

PENG
a— a— —
| 57||

R AL yi dian raindrop R M yU gud tian ging  the sun shines
Mz yi ji rainy season again after the
& yU lidng rainfall - . ram .
[SEL yU san umbrella FRE#SF  yi hou chun sln  (spring up like)

v oV . t
FI7ZK yii shui rain water E?tg;b;(s)psr}ilr?g :ain
REES yl: “.an rafny day TR xia yu raining
K yi yi raincoat
Example:

TﬂﬁT,'lﬂ%i&ﬂ%“E!

Xia yu e,

kudi  jin

I8

ba!
It means, “It’s raining, come in quickly

12
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5 LOU
L
/ leak

, 4 LY

The original %aracter I S .

@ Dplaces rain ¢i) under [ ZINR
roof /7 (abbreviation of ...4:"{5%““
'%., house), enforcing the il Lo -
idea of “leak” - rain

seeping through the roof
into the house. The mod-
ern form reinforces the
concept by adding meore
water in the form of the
radical: ¥ (water):yf. /

/

. . [N 1\ e A K | s N . ‘ N . . % . % -
- . -~ - -~ -~ - ~ - - - - =

/ |/ I/ / /F Y R/t Y/ G UV.iEM VLR IU.E

TN lou dian leakage of electri- | i Iou shut evade taxation
city I Iou yu rain leaking

b= Iou dong flaw; loophole through
W+ 0y dou funnel for liquids I A= Iou féng sheng  leak out a secret
=358 |6u feng air leak WA 10u dong bdi chu  full of loopholes
ol 1ou guang light leak Kk SHT lou lose track of
Example:

fh " T — & E E ¥ HE .

T8 lou le yi tido zhong yas xm wén.

It means, “He missed an important piece of news.”
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= (=

When the humid_and

warm vapours ( or
L) rise (& or =) and
reach the colder regions,
they condense and form
clouds: ‘I . Loading the
clouds (%) with rain
«F)p ngduces the regular
form: %=X, The simplified

version_relieves the
clouds (“f') of their load,
reverting g the character to
its original form: = .

cloud

///// r @

,,1!"

/////// :
e

700 L0

"_—’-"

yln xiao wu san

=¥ yon cdi cloud

-2 yin céng layers of cloud

g ybn ji gather together in
crowds

prw AN yon wai beyond the clouds

=% yin wi mist; fog

pay] yin xid rosy clouds

e -1 yin xiao the skies

IR yon yan cloud and mist

Example:

X LA % %x8 %,

Tian shang ybu du dud

It means, “Billows of white clouds float in the sky.”

— A v ~
WU yun man bu

the clouds have
cleared and the
mist dispersed—
(figuratively)
troubles have
been cleared up

white clouds

passing cloud

black clouds gather
in the sky



Vv
XUE

= | cow

The seal character@
associates rain ¥ with
broom 4 . The modern
| character <7 relates

rain & to hand 2 _(a

contraction of % R
broom). Both versions
fittingly symbolize
snow, i.e., rain ¥F) which
can be taken up in the
hand (=) or swept
away by a broom (‘g ).

PENG

=~ ,—:7‘:'=,‘—5F-,|ﬁ'-l=. 712 | 2?7 | | cF

Eg=| XU bai snow-white FER XUE gid snowball
= He U8 beng snowslide E A xué rén snowman
IR XUE hén avenge E XUé shan snow-covered
E1E XUE hud snowflake mountain
== v —_— — - .
it XU jia cigar EIEE  xé ha gao vanishing cream
Ecn—4 xug jing snow scenery TR xuté iong song  (figuratively) timely
o N . an
EX xu€ liang bright as snow R assistance
T=F xia xué 10 snow
Example:
R, MPEFEXREE AN,
Dang tian, xido hdi oz X' huan zdo xuf rén.

It means, “In winter, children like to make snowmen.”
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Dlz\\N lightning; electricity

A streak of lightning (<€)
amidst the falling rain ()
forged_the character for light-
ning: @ . Lightning being a
visible discharge of electriei-
ty, &% came to mean also
electricity. "% takes the path
of least resistance, discharg-
ing eight of its thirteen
strokes to transform itself into
the simplified form: & .

fc?ra@fa Q)2

VW4

\ (7|9 |E |,
Bk dian bao telegram; cable B dian xun telegraphic
B it dian chi battery message
BT dian gong electrician -2 dian ying movie-show; film
B dian hua telephone e I AL dian chang ji record player
HHLIT dian lig electric current GER: R dian dan che motorcycle
EEtilEg dian ndo computer 11 diana ji svan jT  electronic
HAL dian shi television AL calculator
H b dian 7 elevator FHH shbu dian tong  torch
N5 dian xizn wire; cable Ak wi xian dian wireless
Example:

fit 8 % B 8 B %,

Ta

xi huan qi didn dan che.

It means, “He likes riding motorcycle.”
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/
LEI

H

thunder

From experience, man
knows that rain clouds (7))
over his fields (&) means
thunder: ‘E’ , the voice of
lightning." The original ver-
sion of ' has three or four
fields () incorporated in
a graphic pattern to express
the reverberation of thun-
der. To man, thunder is im-
pressive, but it is lightning

that does the work. The thunder roars ldudly,

but little rain falis.”

F£W4L

3
)
5

- |’ F"ﬁ”rﬂ”r?ﬁ :-.== r‘ﬂ%i

[27)

ik I8i dé radar TEEBTA 16 ting qidn rén  mere follower

& i Ii jT be struck by of predecessors
lightning ¥TE ds 18i to thunder

Eg Iéi ming thunderous HWE digi - land-mine

B I&i sheng thunderclap KE shui 1€i sea-mine

B léi yu thunderstorm #E yu l8i torpedo

Epa I8i da wang radar service HER yi 18i ting torpedo boat
network KAKERE dafaleiting  fly into a rage

Example:

BELNIAKEKREE,

Gun gong dl gong rén da 7 Idi ting.

It means, “The supervisor flies into a rage at the workers.”
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umbrella

@ is a pictograph of an um-
brella. Ifs radical: A. (man) has
nothing to do with the original
character: % . Nevertheless, the
regular form: 4 seems to be
harbouring four persons (A2)
not included in the simplified
version:{’_‘\. Under cover of the
umbrella, man counsels for the
rainy day: “When the sky is
clear, carry an umbrella; though
your stomach is full, carry
provisions.”

PéNL

a—

/AAAA¢

AT san bing paratroop;
parachuter
< yU sén umbrella
(% jiang luo san parachute
Example:
RETFTWHT, i@ #HF— LW FE,
Kedi ydo xid yi e, jiode dai oy bd oyl san.

It means, “It’s going to rain. Don’t forget to bring an umbrella.”
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CHUAN
} I I river; » —~ =
stream

“The great river does not reject
little stream.” As the river
meanders through arid land,
infusing life into the fields, it is
continually fed by little streams.
Fittingly, the river is portrayed
as flowing water formed by the
union of little streams, upon
which it vitally depends: 22? .
The modern independent form:
)| uses a variant: < to serve
as source for other related
characters.

) N

% chuan z travelling expenses
JIFASE chuan ligbo 5T uninterrupted
. flow; continuous
flow

g 1) Si Chuan Sichuan, China

Example:

B EZE®HINRKTE

A\
L0 shan che flidng chuan lid b 7.

o

It means, “There is a continuous flow of traffic on the road.”
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A mountain range, with three towering
peaks, provides the structure for this picto-
graph of mountain or hill: 4 . From a high
vantage point, man is able to oversee what
is easily overlooked on a lower plane.
Hence the proverb: “If you don’t climb the
high mountain, you can’t view the plain.”

il

SHAN

mountain; 4

£
N a2
N

'3,

1l shan chuan mountains and UJ% Shan X1 Shanxi, China
rivers i shian ya cliff

L shan feng summit of a WBRIBE  shanméng i solemn oath
mountain shi

LR Stian Dang Shandong, China | IIBH/K35  shan ming shol  beautiful scenery

(LT shian ding mountain top Xiv

UJ%?\\’ shan ge folk song 155 KR shan gidng shui  circumstances of

gy shan gi valley " jin extreme need

HLiHk shan mai mountain range HIEEART 20 S shan zhen hdi delicacies

LI shan po hill slope wel

ES shan tou hilltop

Example:

o % L B oK F o8y A W K (E T .

Ta beéi shan ming shui xit de  X©T Hi mi zhd le.

It means, “He was enchanted by the beautiful scenery of the West Lake.”
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ALk bird ) -

z NIXo °J /l%

The regular form: é, is a
representation of a long-tailed
bird, flaunting its beauty and
revelling in its freedom.
Unfortunately, beauty has not
always been an asset to the
bird for, as the saying goes,
“It’s the beautiful bird that we
put .in the cage.” Tragically,
the simplified form sees the
poor bird stripped of its plum-
age: fl .

A5

B& nian chae bird’s nest BiEeE niﬁg yU hua birds sing and
=i nido kan bird’s eye view xiang filo\}/etl:s give forth
5% nido I8i birds their fragrance —
. s . characterizing a
5 niao long bird cage fine spring day
5& nido shay birds and animals | .15 %o nido small bird

L=7)IN nido zhio bird’s claws

Example:

mEBEHRFLIG?
N' jig I ylu ying nido ma?
It means, “Do you rear birds at home?”
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Sea-hirds often nest on mountainous rocks that emerge
from the sea. Hence a bird (..% ) over a mountain (4 ) gave
the concept for island: . The ancient form shows a bird
hovering over a mountain, with feet visible: . The modern
version has the bird settling on it, with feet hidden: E ,
probably hatching the simplified character: 5.

E FéNG

HE ddo gud island state
B dao yU islands
S ban dao peninsula
HE qin ddo archipelago
Example:

o R— AR E,
X Jig Pg shi oyl ge ddg gui.
It means, “Singapore is an island state.”
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The saying: “The crow does not roost with the phoenix”
sums up man’s attitude towards the lowly carrion erow,
regarded as a bird of ill omen. The character for crow: i’,
is similar to that for bird: £, , with the stroke for the eyes
— VALY omitted, probably because black eyes are not readily visible
against black feathers. Even the unflattering simplified
version: f# cannot blacken the image of this miserable
bird, for crows are already black all over the world.

5 WO guT tortoise 5455 Wi Gan 03 Uganda (Africa)
52 W hei jet black ShE Wu La Gut Uruguay (Latin
55 WU ya crow America)

58 WU yiu naught 54 WiTwBang  Utopia

5z WU yin dark clouds 524K wihé #hizhong  disorderly band
=X 25 Wl 26i cuttlefish GIHES wiyanzhang  foul atmosphere
Example:

5 @8 & RMWE W,
Wo guT shi lidng of dong wu.
It means, “The tortoise is an amphibian.”
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This character draws its
inspiration from the migratory
flight of the crane - with the
long neck of the bird folded on
itself: ;ﬁ . The flight is speeded
up by  simplifying the regular
form: #¢ , lightening its load of
strokes from nine to three: 7% .

Péna

A

TRHLOE fei i shT pilot
&A= feiqinzivshou  birds and beasts

Example:

fis B fig A~ % AL
T& yao o g6 f& j1  shi.
It means, “He wants to be a pilot.”
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% CANE
/
YU (Y
NS
feathers;
wings

Feathers - the showy plumagé
of birds - are represented by a
pair of wings. Like human na-
ture, feathers have changed
little in character through the
ages. From the original 33 to
S and finally 3% , all look
alike at a glance. To confirm
this, our illustration takes a
closer look at some birds of a
feather.

1[99 [T

TE yi méo feather
TIEBK yU mdo git badminton

PIEBKIA  yUimdogid pii badminton racket
PERE  yi mdo wei feng  still young and
immature

Example:
HEXRITNE K,
Wo x han dd U mdo qid.
It means, “I like to play badminton.”
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3((22)"

This ideograph combines wings
(723) with self (& , contraction of
Al ), suggesting a young bird learn-
ing to fly %)y itself; by extension, to
practise: 27 . Copying the bird, man
also tries to fly by speeding up the
simplification of the original intri-

" cate character:?;; , using only one
wing for “practice” 3] . Woe betide
the bird that copies man!

11713

1R X guan habit

AR Xi gi bad habit

e X sU custom; tradition

APl xi ti _exercise (of
school work)

1 Xi xing habits and
characteristics

1A xi yong use habitually

g xi yU idiom

Example:

AT N E A A ¥,
WS men ying gai xiang wéi rén xué xi.
It means, “We should learn from great men.”

S

LA
SHRH
7S

%>
5]

109

xi Zud

Xi yi wéi chang

Xi guan chéng zi
ran

lian xi
Vi ’

XUE Xi

exercises in
composition,
drawing, etc.
be used (or
accustomed) to
habit becomes
second nature
practise; exercise
learning



SHAN
,"‘]2 fan

u}@
S$O In this ideograph, a
T

wing (43) is likened to

the leaf of a door (/)

in that its attachment %]
\\ is at the end, and both -
\ are capable of vibrat-
ing and spreading out
like a fan: 53 . The
combination of these
two related components
enforces, the idea of
“fan” (52), a useful and
decorative device often
made of feathers (37).

f—
q
%

d
2

- ‘Y

TPFFEER

55k shan dong fan; flap
S shan hug incite; agitate
o5pi7 shan xing fan-shaped
¥ shan zi fan

— R3] yi shan mén a door
Example:

X B F HE ¥,
Zhé shan zi zheng méi I .
It means, “This is a beautiful fan.”
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=<

FA RN
fish

7
YU

&i\ is a pictograph of the fish,
whose predatory habits prompt
man to snap at his own fishy way
of life: “Big fish eat small fish;
small fish eat water inseets;
water insects eat weeds and
° mud.” The tail of the fish: s+
proves to be its fiery end, being a
form of fire (X)), presumably
kindled as man prepares to eat =3
big fish.

&

@

g2l yU chi shark’s fin (a jikic3 yU qun shoal of fish

. N delicacy) M yu wang fishing net
2N yuer fish-bait i yi gan ydu cod-liver oil
LR yi gou fish-hook K %  yimiahixang  district where fish
#BE yu léi torpedo and rice are
gk yd lin fish-scales abundant
Example:

B REE RN R M,

Yo chi shi zhen gui

de

v

shi p

=

It means, “Shark’s fin is an expensive delicacy.”
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# |V

YU fishing

Fish_ (_éb.) and water (9 ) are
$¢). The
ancient form for fishing reveals
water teeming with fishes: R"%I
The modified form sees the n
ber reduced to one, proba.bly due
to success in fishing: ){%® . Dis-
closed here is yet another form of
fishing - without fish or water -
but it doesn’t look toe successful.

\ N \ s/ R VARY 2

-~ ) LY

7 |7 v |
HAY yu cun fishing-village & F| yi i reap unfair gains
xR yi fu fisherman R yi min fisherman
i yU gang fishing port |4 yi ye fishery
R yu ge fisherman’s song | &} yU zhou fishing boat
Example:

e & — N8 FH el KR,
T2 shi yi g8 qin 1do de yi f0.
It means, “He is a hardworking fisherman.”
112



Es stupid;

simple

€ |(Fa)”
=

In his eagerness to acquire an ideo-
graph for simple or stupid, man
literally acted the part. He append-
ed to fish ({f) a representation of a
nose (8 which was later
corrupted to © (speak). The tragic
result: a “dumb” fish unable to
speak and a “nosey” one, without
seent or sense: ¥ . Simple man, like
;tu[;{id fish, sees the bait, not the
ook.

AEAratac-ac

B U dun stupid
% U mang reckless; careless
Example:

f it =& B & #F .
T8 o shi hén I mdng.
It means, “He does his work carelessly.”
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YANG \
S PPYrRY
goat

: | 7

Because of its mild and gentle
nature, the sheep (¥ ) is a fitting
symbol for meekness. Its picto-
graphic representations take on
well-balanced forms. Early ver-
sions show frontal views of the
head; later modifications fill in
the horns, ears, legs and tail.
When combined with other
components, the tail is often left
out: ¥ .

) 4 [y YRRV
TFEEE

FA yéng jido ram’s horn ¥/ ying cfing xido  winding path
*£%E yang mdo sheep’s wool dao .
FHE yang péi mutton chop FEHTE ydng mdo chi  in the long run,
] yéng pi sheep skin FE I ziyangsheng  you pay for

) oy shang whatever you
eV yang qun flock of sheep are given
EAA| yang rou mutton . g yéng lamb; kid
FFE42  yéingmio shan  knitted sweater

Example:
G P SO~
T8 b chT yéng rou.
It means, “He does not eat mutton.”
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( ¥ ). Although meat was usually preserved by salting, drying or
smoking, ancient man_preferred to eat the flesh of fish and sheep

| This character combines two types of flesh: fish (g@\) and sheep
‘ ﬁ

ﬁ Ty fresh. Hence, fish (% ) and sheep () put together means

- “fresh”: &% . In other words, “flesh” becomes “fresh”.

XIAN fresh
N

S E A YA A AR A T

it S xian gui fresh fruit i 1fn Xian xué blood

321 xian hing bright red i xian yan colourful;

1T xian hua fresh flower bright-coloured
% xidn méi delicious; tasty BEHEZFE  xian yan dud i attractive to

i B xian ming vividness o the eyes

17 xian ndi fresh milk ik Xin xian fresh

Example:

My HE B2, % #%FH,

i wi yidn I, hud é xian yan dud my.

It means, “The flowers in the Botanic Gardens are very attractive.”
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A lamb (%) is
represented by a
sheep (£ ) ready to
stand on its feet
(»). As the four
strokes (+') stand
for fire, the lamb is
also a sheep (
ready for roasting
on the fire (\v).

¥)

LR 2

ER gao pi lamb skin
eSS gao yéng kid; lamb
Ef gao zi lamb; fawn

Example:

BEASANT £ E.

MU ying by jian le gao ying .

It means, “The ewe has lost her lamb.”
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v
MEI

beautiful;
admirable

This beautifully proportioned
character
(sheep) and X (big). K originally
represented a person grown big; >
is an animal admired for its peace-
loving virtue. Ideographically, a
mature person ( <) who has the
mild and gentle dispesition of a .-
sheep (£ ) is regarded as beautiful, %
admirable: £ .

is shaped from

ZZ[¥|E|EZ|Z

.Y
- <

X méi guan nice looking X méi man happy
ZEH Méi Gud America ER méi shu fine arts
£ méi hio fine; glorious eV méi wei delicious
X1t méi hua beautify e méi yuan U.S. dollar
Eix méi jing beautiful scenery ERA MEi Lidn She Associated Press
e méi li beautiful E5k méi rdng yudn  beauty-parlour
EH mei meng fond dream ERE mei shi jia artist
e méi mido splendid
Example:

U ORI S S

lifn xing hén méi.

T8 de

It means, “She has a pretty face.”
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\ . . .
YI justice; righteousness

When justice (9% ) prevails, the
aggressive “I"’: 4% (with spear %
in hand F ) becomes subdued like
a docile and gentle sheep ( ¥ ).
Hence justifies itself as a symbol
for right conduct. For the sake of
righteousness the regular form is now
slashed to three strokes, transforming
it into a simplified and perfectly
balanced justice: X .

J XX

P& yi fén indignation Xig yi yan
XA yi gi code of XAEEE  yiborong o
o brotherhood X E&5FHE y wi lo dong
X+ y shi high-minded or X iy
chivalrous person EX hén §i
X %5 yi Wi obligation; duty
Example:

" EEHREREARB XS,
Bio wei gud jig sk rén min de yi wi.

It means, “It is the duty of the people to defend their own country.”
‘ 118

benefit performance
be duty-bound
voluntary labour
meaning

justice



Although 4'- is a phonetic, it also serves to emphasnze

e
~ YANG the meaning of this character for ocean: ¥ . Sheep,
: being inland ammals, graze on land away from the
“~ ocean; so water (% ) far_away from the shee ¥)
/ ocean, came fo mean ocean: y¥ . By extension, /,z also
foreign means “foreign”, i.e., far away beyond the ocean.

ff_

FA yang coing onion HFA yang rén foreigner

FhR yang f0 Western-style R yang yi fill with
clothes IS E  yangyangdé yi be very pleased

AT yang hang foreign firm with oneself

F1b yang hua westernized MENES hai yang ocean

IR yang hut cement KPEEE Da|XT Yéang Atlantic Ocean

RESY, ¢ yang hud imported goods; RIEEE Tai Ping Ying  Pacific Ocean
foreign goods

Example:

fis &9 & B K R H# 1L .

T8 de nb péng you hén yéng hud .
It means, “His girlfriend is very westernized.”
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— e
o

R ‘}—JQ

XIAN covet; desire

This ideograph: ,% , expressive of intense desire, combings

¥ (sheep) with 3Z (an old form of %t , meaning saliva). 7%,
therefore , signifies the mouth watering (&) at the sight or
smell of mutton, the flesh of sheep ( ;f. ). Hence, the extended
meaning: to covet or desire. ‘

<
K|
X

LN

"I

I
<1

RE xian my

Example:

admire; envy

ft R ZBHRAE X4 —ANHF &KW,
T8 hén xian mi wi ydu zhé me yi g¢ hdo jido shr.
It means, “He envied me for having such a good teacher.”
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paper to wrap up fire.”

HU6 W is a pictograph of fire, produced by rubbing stones together. A
terrifying force of nature, it brings both calamity and comfort to
man. Like burning issues that often flare up in life, fire is easy to
kindle, but difficult to handle, as the proverb warns: “You can’t use

K hud chdi match Kk hut h
KIE hud che train KR hud 1
K6 hud guang flame; blaze &t hud qi
K i hud hdi sea of fire K hud shan
XTE hud hua sparks KE Hub Xing
kAt hud hua cremate K hub yao
K hut jian rocket KR hut zai
K& hud jing fire alarm

Example:

k& E AN WA E.
Hu che shang rén shan rén  hdi.
It means, “The train is crowded with people.”
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fire-power

furnace

temper

volcano

Mars

gun-powder

fire (as a calamity)



&

Y

AN

blaze; flame

The character for flame ( 3 ) it-
self was formed from two fires
( X)), one atop the other. Because
of its inflammatory nature, it may
well spread like wildfire and the
people around it would suffer from
the burning heat.

Péna
IS 2097 TR TR TN Ay [ w
4 &K
R yan lidng cold-shoulder
R IR yan ré burning (or
scorching) hot
RE yan xia hot summer
KK yan yan sweltering
RAE yan zhéng inflammation
Example:
4 R KA MR £ K.,
Jm tian tian g hén yén ré

It means, “The weather is scorching hot today.”
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- f—,{, or words (‘;—: ) beside flame (:ﬁ), aptly signifies an infermal
5 'l' ===l A? \ chat by the fire — idle talk in which much is spoken but little is

-— said. Mischief arising from aimless opening of the mouth and
.LI U4 nw thoughtless wagging of the tongue sparks the old saying: “Much talk
brings on trouble; much food brings on indigestion.”

S \ Ny \s/ XV AESVUR RNV R B XY VERYY LN WY V)
s v D PR
RE tén dao speak of Wl tan ¥in heart-to-heart talk
Wi tén hua talk; converse RIS, tinhérongyl  easier said than
e tan lun discuss done; by no
RH tan pan negotiate means easy
e , — N ‘jjs/r 4 N . _
BR tan tian chit-chat MENRE  tén xido feng light-hearted and
sheng interesting talk
Example:

A E R EE T ® K
Wi men zai shu ym xid tdn tign.
It means, “We chit-chat under the shady tree.”
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TR

HUI ashes; dust; lime

=t

Fire (‘K.) in hand (7 ) stands for
ashes or dust: & — the product of
fire (X ) that can be handled or
taken in the hand (7). & also =
includes lime (obtained by burning *
limestone) which, though easily han-
dled (7 ), apparently contains fire °
(X)), generating heat when mixed
with water.

\

I IF FIPT%

K % huT an dim; obscure
PN huT chén dust
TR hut sé grey
TR L hui xin disheartened
JK.¥%S, hitxinsing gf  downhearted

Example:

wERE — B K L.,

Chi shang yfu yi céng huT chén.

It means, “There is a layer of dust on top of the cupboard.”
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calamity

' Man, plagued by floods ({(, stream) and fire ( K), once <J'egzn-d-
((( ed these unforeseen calamities as divine judgement: 3 . The
SA?

V4 ¥ 4 modern simplified character for calamity: 42, however, sets
matters straight by locating fire (X ) under roof (+7) — pinning
the responsibility ento man himself.

RE @i hai calamity; disaster RE

KB Zai huan calamity

K 7ai huang famine KA

Kin zai huo disaster K

KIE zai qing condition of a KR
disaster KK

RIX zai qu disaster area

Example:

omosm R R E KK,

Xm Jiz P3 hén shdo 3 sheng shui z3i .

It means, “Floods seldom occur in Singapore.”
125

73 min

zai nan
zZai yang
tian zai

v,
shul zai

victims of natural
calamity

misfortune
catastrophe
natural disaster
flood




4

SHAN

incite; instigate; stir up

This ideograph literally implie ooy
fanning (53) a fire (). Figu- =
ratively, it means to excite or X
incite, to instigate or stir up:
#/53. Our picture shows a fire-
brand demeonstrating her own
interpretation of the proverb:
Fuel alone will not ignite a

fire.”
PLNG
[T W 1 R A
bl shan dong instigate; incite
L shan luan stir up revolt

‘Jﬁ? 2 shan dong zhé  agitator
5 XU K shan feng didn create trouble
hud

Example:

fe % = 1B ¥ K 885 B ¥,

T3 shan dong jiu ting xué qf wi xh ting xué

It means, “He instigated his classmates to bully the new student.”
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5 | (G

SHAO burn; bake; roast

7\',% probably originated from
the firing (X ) of earthenware
(£) stacked upon a suppert 4 =
(7v) in a kiln. The ghonetic: ; D oo [ A
£x , showing earth (%) piled

up high on a pedestal (JT)
denotes high or great. Combi-
nation with the radieal: X
(fire) generates the character:
JZz which stands for the great
heat required in baking, roast-
ing or burning: Y%,

T s

1573 8% shao hui destroy by fire 175 shao si be burnt to death
e K shao hud make a fire IRE shao xiang incense-offering
ke itk shao jizo scorch TSa shdo yao kiln

1A shao rou roast meat KR fa shao fever

1etn shao shang injury from burns

Example:

W EFHEKE.

Tz ching g sl mido shao xiang .

It means, “She often goes to the temple to offer incense.”
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HEI

4835 black

flame (

The ori&nal seal form depicted a

# ) under a smoke vent or
window (@), blackening it (R)
with soot. Squaring the window: @@
and modifying the flame: % , pro-
duced the modern character: € ,
meaning black. )

XYY
B RIEIEIEIEAEAE AR
LY her’ an dark 20 heT Xin black-hearted; evil-
EZH heT bai black and white minded
B heT bin blackboard B her yé dark night
=A hef rén Black people RAH  heming @ blacklist
24 her sé black SN heT pi jil stout
2 heT shi black market 5E WU heT jet black
Example:
Mota B R,

Ta pa her an
It means, “She is afraid of the dark.”
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\

MO

ink;
Chinese ink

\l\ L)

Chinese ink: _% was first made
by mixing smoke-soot (¥ ) with
gum to produce an earthy ( &)
substance. The mixture was then
moulded and hardened into a
solid stick, ready to be ground
with water to form live ink. Even
though a little ink is better than a
good memory, man apparently
prefers te heed the proverb: “ He
who is near ink gets black,” com-
mitting it to memory.

v [V w7 |33 | P P[P FAG AR A E4
2 ‘Q .s es® See s g :'o_‘ .-i‘
Eaplll mo ji ink mark =it mo zhi prepared Chinese
=K mo shul ink . ink

ZRA mo yan inkstone =IKE mo shui bi fountain pen
= mo y6 inkfish; cuttlefish

Example:

KREXBHEBEKESES F.
WS X' huan yong mo shui b xi€ zi.
It means, “I like to write with a fountain pen.”
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& |(Fh

DIAN point; spot; dot

The phenetic component: & means to
divine, to ask about or interpret orally
() the cracks ( ) of a heated
tortoise shell — to point out the un-
known. Adding the radical component:
4 (black) emphasizes the point with
black. Hence: £ , a black point, a &
spot or dot. The simplified version =
comes even more to the poini: & by :
setting divination ( & ) on fire (+++)).

VIFE B E|b S

. .. R <
HE dian cai choose dishes from | =18k didn ran kindle
a menu Bk didn tou nod one’s head
LI didn dr droplet Bl didn xin light refreshments
K didn hud light a fire =24 didn zhui decorate
=4 didn ming call the roll

Example:
fit 42 B kb oS B T
T8 b I8 zhi didn rdn e
It means, “He lighted the candle.”
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i grass; weeds

')"P is a pictograph of grass, com-
monly written: . The contracted
form is +* . Despised as weed that
sways with the wind, the lowly grass
(~#) nevertheless provides the root
for a host of “plant” characters. And,
unlike the grassroots of human soci-
ety, it can draw comfort from the
proverb: “Every blade of grass has
its own share of dew.”

— T [F [ [
\ 7 =1

=% céo bao block-head; good- = cdo méi strawberry
e for-nothing B cdo pi turf; sod
L Cao cao done rashly B cao shuai careless
=¥} cao gao manuscript; draft B clo xi straw mat
ik cdo gU straw mushroom R céo yao medicinal herb
EX>4 cao I grass green B c3o yuan grasslands
By c30 mao straw hat
Example:

g )L E % R,
Mar ai chi cdo.
It means, “Horses like to eat grass.”
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\ THE concept of “sprout” (&) germinates from
\ /s grain stalks (**") sprouting in a cultivated field
] (& ). By extension, includes man’s offspring,
his progeny. As illustration, we picture here a
productive farmer with his “sprouts”~ the fruit of
much labour of love and toil.

=
=5
MIAO

sprouts;
shoots

2N f}i
4 ,’&%’érwa,;‘
AT
//—ﬂa

EES mido tido slender and slim
3 mido zj the Miao tribe
B shu mido sapling

e you mido seedling
Example:

2] AN N I = S R = O - S T

Né wei xido jif de sheng cdi hén mido tido .

It means, “That lady has a slender and slim figure.”
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o — e

YE

leaves

¢

THE seal form: '% graphically
portrays the luxuriant foliage of a
tree. The regular form: ¥ , signi-
fying the generations (v ) of a
treelike (4 ) plant (+), sug-
gests the seasonal sprouting of
Jleaves. The simplified form,
however, simply borrows the
character: uf (originally ‘“har-
mony”’) and leaves the
-harmonizing to the imagination.

o |0-

ot

T
PRI

Mt

Example:

yé bing
ye 7l
yé lug gui gen

feng yé

leafstalk
leaf

falling leaves settle
on their roots—a
person residing
elsewhere finally
returns to his
ancestral home

maple leaf

XA M F KW
Zhé pian yé 2 hdo di a!
It means, “What a big leaf!”
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HUA ORIGINALLY, 4¢ pictured a man tumbling heels over head,
indicating a complete change — a metamorphosis. With the plant
radical () grafted on, 4& assumed a different character and

b blossomed into a flower: ¥, — that part of a plant (/) which is
flowers strikingly transformed ({¢ ) or changed from the other parts.

\
\
y
Y
%
N

=
14

iz hua ban petal Vi ok, S hua sheng mi shelled peanut
ViRl hua bian lace TEfEZ>F hah@gingzi  dandy; coxcomb:
It hua cdo flowers and plants . fop

LIS hua dud flower 1ef64k%k hah@lili  colourful

T hua Ién flower basket TEAEHSF  tahashijie  the dazzling
(A ping with s myraid
1EiH hug qugn wreath temptatiorfs; this
A hva sheng .  peanut mortal world
Vidi| hua yudn garden

Example:

X x 8 JLB EmW,
Zne dud hug ér hén méi ).
It means, “This flower is very beautiful.”
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\
|

:
\

THE tea herb, picked from a tree-
like (K ) plant (*), is ferment-

ed and dried under cover 7&/\)
. (“ before being brewed as tea: 2. A
<0y, heverage originally used as medi-
’% cine, 7% refreshes and soothes.
Even when trouble brews, an

amicable settlement can be ef-
fected over a cup of tea, as the

[ S EHICT=1=

f

7

é"’b — d”é proverb hints: “When you have
tea and wine, you have many
friends.”

P Al

ZEHR cha bei teacup ek chd gian tip

Rt “cha chi teaspoon K cha shiii tea or boiled water
x cha didn refreshments ot chd ye tea-leaves

Z chd jm tea cloth P93 chd zuo tea-house

#H chd ji tea-set | XE chd yiian tea plantation
P cha hd teapot Bz he cha drink tea

xe ¢hd hui tea-party

Example:

B E R B XK,
Wo xi huan hE chd .
It means, “I like to drink tea.”
135



A mature man (2X) in the midst of a large space (7)), thick with

YING
e vegetation (), suggests a brave man in a jungle. Hence: 3% ,
meaning brave or heroic. Although there will always be a brave
bravg; man to respond to a high reward, the ancient saying reveals the -
heroic true source of courage: “Men of principle have courage.”
4 2 "

HeE ying bang pound sterling E:%i:3 ying xidng

®EF ying cai person of out- HH ying yong
standing ability FE ying yu

AL Ying Gud. England *EE ying 21

B ying hdo hero

iR ying jun handsome FEEA  ying gub rén

3By ying ming brilliant FEHEFR ying lidng bang

k%A ying ming illustrious name ‘

E3L ying wén English (language)

Example:

R KB — i XEAD,

Yot Fe&i shi Sng chdo de yi wei ymg xidng rén wi.

It means, “Yue Fei was a heroic figure of the Song dynasty.”
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hero

courageous

English (language)

valiant and fine-
looking

Englishman

British
Commonwealth
(of Nations)



i\

/
ZHU

bamboo %’ % li

ORIGINALLY written: M\, the
character for bamboo is a picto-
graph of two whorls of bhamboo
\ leaves. Unlike a wayward man, the 3
bamboo grews straight and up-
right into a useful and decorative
plant. “The bamboo stick makes a
good child,” so says the proverb.
Our picture demonstrates how —
starting right from the bottom.

Lz

Z.

/) |\F

A

PR

M5
(AR

¥

Example:

Zhd gan
zhi Iin
zhi sin
zhi zi

bamboo pole HrE
bamboo grove

bamboo shoot ik
bamboo

R - S R T G : O
shi zhd g de.
It means, “This chair is made of bamboo.”

The yi zi
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zhi yé ging

shan zhi

bamboo-leaf-green
liqueur

mangosteen



(£ ) produces “pen”:

words at the same time.”

Ak

BI pen; pencil

AN

A hand (=) holding a stylus ( | ),

~ A=éx=\ (—), symbolizes a w%ing stylus: F

—_— -$. > . Bamboo (<4
makes “pen”: . Although both the

d ==/ can be used to write “pen”, the

. Bamboo

regular

scratching lines ( ~ ) on a tablet
(£x) added to stylus
) combined with hair (£ ) alse
and simplified 25

saying goes: “A pen cannot write two

ZH bi dido (of writing) tone 4
S bi 3 technique of %
writing iR
E AT bi hua strokes of a
X . Chinese character %R
ZiL bi ji notes sk
Zik bi ji writing W
ZR bi jian pen nib n
Example:

i B % & B OE .
T& de b ji hén mdi.
It means, “He has beautiful handwriting.”
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bi ming
bi mo
bi shi

bi wi

bi zhan
gang bi
qian bi

pseudonym

pen and ink

written examina-
tion

slip of the pen

written polemics

fountain pen

pencil




SUAN A

E % calculate; plan F%

%t, the character for calculate
or plan, is cleverly conceived:
iwo hands ( 7+) manipulating an
abacus ( 8 ) made of bamboo
(~K). Although © emphasizes
doing with the hands, it also
means to contrive, as exempli-
fied by the character shown here
who is planning more and doing
less.

PEVL

A VANl AN AR | AN |
/}—kk/kl‘kkl ﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁ

ik suan 3 algorithm 'R suan shy
By suan ming fortune-telling it& jt suan
" suan pan abacus

Example:

foBD OB OR B L B,
75 de suan shi shi ban shang zui hdo de.

It means, “He tops the class in arithmetic.”
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arithmetic
calculate



Kb XIAO
>0

/;f: has an amusing origin. The

phonetic element: depicts a
man (X ) inclining his head (~ )
to laugh more easily, suggesting
rocking or shaking. The radical
component: XX likens such laugh-
ter to the swaying of bambeo (4~4)
in the breeze. But laughing or
smiling is serious business, as
implied in the proverb: “A man
without a smiling face should not
open a shop.”

laugh; smile

PAWV4
/& Kk K TAFTAR /yC A;K AKx|\kK
—|F |
eI xido bing laughing-stock Fngng xido XT X7 grinning
Kig xido hua joke KB  xido if céng dio  hide a dagger in a
R Xido ji farce smile; (figurative-
e o xido lidn smiling face ly) with murder-
Skt xido lido laughing-stock oesarent behind
o o G one’s smile
x5 xido ma deride and taunt | SRS sy il chang  put on a smiling
%@a xido réng. smiling expression KGi face always
RIS xido ba ha laughingly ZRBIF  xido 2hi yén Kai beam with smiles
KMEE  xidomianhi  smiling tiger
Example:

fit & % # % iF

Ta

X huan jidng xido hva .

It means, “He likes to joke.”
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* "
grain

*—, the radjcal for “grain”,
is a tree (7K ) with the top

bent over to represent the
head of a ripened grain. The
grain-stalk provides, not only
food for the body, but also
food for thought: the more
grain it bears in the head,
the more it bends in humili- *

ty.

PEWL

T FFEE

AKX hé cha pitchfork E hé shi
Nl hé ching harvest grub NS hé sul
K hé mido grain seedling

Example:

A E&E K KT,

Hé mido yi jmg zhdng da  le.

It means, “The grain seedlings have fully grown.”
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millet
a ear (of rice grain)



QU During the autumn harvest, the grain (k) ripens under the

fiery heat (:K) of the sun. Hence: #X , meaning “autumn”.

117 In China, one can see the waste stalks of grain (s ) disposed of
autumn by fire ( X ) after the harvesting and threshing in Autumn.

KK qiu bo bright eyes ofa KoK QiU shui autumn waters
- . beautiful woman | fkx&: qiv tian autumn
& quj autumn season X Fh QiU zhong autumn sowing
AR 41U gian swing ARFKIHAX  Chin G SHi D3 The Spring and
ko, qiv se autumn scenery Autumn period
ik qiv shou autumn harvest (B.C. 722-481)
in Chinese history

Example:

X8R B R E,

QiU tian de jing se hén méi.

It means, “The scenery in autumn is beautiful.”
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S
CHOU s

2D | sad; melancholy

As the year declines, with each falling
leaf signalling antumn (£X), man’s
heart (/%) becomes weighed down with
a nostalgic melancholy: ¥% . He realizes
nature cannot jump from winter to sum-
mer without a spring or from summer to
winter without a fall. Hence: 7% — the
influence of autumn (#%) on the heart
().

TR
i / "o | CH e

3. 7] chéu chang pent-up feelings of | RA%F chdu réng sorrowful

sadness countenance
R chou ki anxiety; distress ek chou xu gloomy mood
e chou méi knitted brows FRIEHEHS  chou méi kU lidn  distressed look
R choy men feel gloomy
Example:

DR O - T A - SN
T3 de lidn chang man chdy rong .
It means, “She looks sorrowful.”
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N7 | saul o~

tax

To justify taxation, man coinedffﬁ, NS
from (grain) and ﬁ, (ex-
change). Evidently farmers paid
their taxes in grain (&%) in “ex-
change” (%,) for services and

privileges. The proverb, however,
has the last word: “Those who are
prospering do not argue about -

g
KNS

By

=

taxes.” They just close their eyes, Et&g $ -'_’—_;';«' 4
shut their mouths and pay through =Te= = Z Py i
the nose. EZT TS INE \
PG
/ . LY
1t 7R FFE R A A
J (@)
BEEN shur & amount of tax Bk shul shau tax revenue
. - to be paid Fok ] shul zht tax system
Biax shui kuan tax payment; taxa- | f{ 555 shul wu jo tax bureau
tion Eé%-:: NS
. <3 ZF shul wu yuan tax collector
B shut 1§ tax rate g
Example:

XeEe&gF7T BB,
Wo yi jimg f0 fe sul € shul
It means, “I have paid my income tax.”
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7

TU bald; bare

This ideograph likens the top
or head of man (/L) to a

field of grain () after the |7
harvest. Hence: &, meaning |

bare or bald. We show here
man in the autumn of his life
— after his very last har-
vest.

TEFF R

RE 10 bi bald writing brush—| &
(figuratively) poor| RF-
writing ability W TR

R 10 ding bald T

Z tU shan barren hill

Example:

fil 89 Kk Xt XK

Ta de tlu quang 10

x

.

It means, “His head is bald.”
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fu tov
tzi
guang tu tu

bald head
baldhead
bare; bald



revive

suggesis reviving by means
of, _a wholesome meal of fish
(¥.) and grain (Z). This
was reclarified with the radi-
cal for grass (+*) — the
weed that revives easily: Z%.
The simplified form com-
pletes the revival -with an
injection of “strength” ( 77),
equallyw_ halanced on hoth
sides: 7. .

PENG
— 97 |75 |5
[ A d »

il sU d soda FHER sU xing revive; regain
Fivas SU Dan Sultan; Sudan (in consciousness

Africa) RN Su Zhou Suzhou (Soo-
TR Su Lian Soviet Union chow), China
i< st xi rest I Su Gé Lan Scotland
Example:

o7 B R T
Ta sU xing guo Idi e,
It means, “She has regained consciousness.”
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harmony; and

Grain (ﬂ(), being man’s
staple food, is most agree-
able to the meuth ().
Hence, grain (k) agrees
with mouth ( 7 ) to produce
harmony: AU . Also agreeable
is the proverbial saying: “If a
family lives in harmony, all
affairs will prosper.”

PEUG

‘R’ B e

IR hé al amiable = hé qi friendly

FIR hé feng gentle breeze Fd hé shang Buddhist monk
FIHR hé i kimono IES] hé yue peace treaty
RIES hé huan gentle; mild FOSFEIE AL hé ping gong chi  peaceful co-
GRS hé hui peace conference existence

g s hé jié become reconciled | FIZHIH, 5  hé yén yué s8¢ - benign counten-
ME hé ji drawn game; tie ance or amiable
feg hé nuan pleasantly warm . o 5 manner

I hé ping peace FIESAHAL  he mo xiang chl  live harmoniously
Example:

W) % 1 #1 B AH &

hé mo xiang chl.

Tdng xvé men

It means, “The students live harmoniously.”
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NIAN “Flowers bloom year by year with the same beauty, but man
changes from year to year.” Man’s fickleness is evident in
year his quest for a suitable character for “year”.

The original pictograph: ﬁ This was_replaced by an ideo- Then came% , based on the
showed a man bearing a graph: % , combining ¥ radical: F (shield), followed

sheaf of grains — the job of (thousand) and (grain), i.e., by the contraction: . Figur-
the year. the thousand stalks — the har- ing these out would be quite a
vest of a year. task — the work of a year.
pans)
/& EEE /5‘?'
ik nidn bao annual report F£R nidn guan end of a year
F5) nidn chu beginning of a L nidn ling age
. N year Fa8 nian mai aged
iﬁ nian dai age; years; era A nidn nidn every year
FIE n!en dl\ end of a year 2 nidn ging young
FRE nian du year K nidn ye eve of the lunar
F nian fen particular year New Year
FRE nidn gao New Year cake B4 chéng nidn adult; all year
made of gluti- round
nous rice flour | e X0 nidn New Year
Example:

R E K FE R,
Wi hén xi hudn chT nidn gdo.
It means, “I like to eat New Year cake.”
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sweet

“Sweetness” is handled with taste in the proverh: “All food tastes
sweet to those whe are hungry.” The radical for “sweet” pictures
the mouth () with something (=) in it worth holding —
. can be extended to include anything
pleasing to the senses, as illustrated here.

something sweet: H

L

Example:

gan cio
gan ki
gan lo
gan méi

gan xin

licorice root
weal and woe
sweet dew

sweet and
refreshing

willingly; readily

HE KRB H KT

We X huan

he  gan

zhe

zZht .

It means, “I like to drink sugarcane juice.”

gan yuan

gan zhe

gan Xin qing
yuan

ki jin gan I3i

readily

sugarcane

willingly and
gladly

after suffering
comes happiness



XIANG

fragrant Z S E
,&@ R —
2R Vo

— e

The seal form of this radical
for fragrance represents the,
s%feet (¥ ) odour of millet
) undergoing fermenta-

g tlon A5 . Grain (), the_es-
sence of millet grain (éi ), ¢
was distilled for the modified :
version: j§ , leading to the
modern form:

TTEFF RFE

a1y
T

\
&% xiang chéng sausage FX xiang g1 aroma
#H¥E xiang cai coriander K xiang shui perfume
i xiang fén face powder R xiang wei sweet smell
i xiang gu mushroom I xiang yan cigarette
&K1t - xiang hva fragrant flower F) xiang zao soap
58 xiang jiso banana FHEIH xiang bin jiv champagne
FH xiang liao spice I g xiang pen pén ~ swéet-smelling
Example:

X R TEHE W
Zhé dud huF hdo xiang a!

It means, “What a sweet-scented flower!”
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Nll/J

0X; cow; bull

THE seal form of this
character is a pictograph of

the ox, characterized by
two prominent horns:
Man’s slave for life, the cow
or ox has been exploited to
the bone for labour, meat,
milk, leather, glue, manure,
etc. Even the modern form:

does not spare the poor
animal its horn.

PENG
) |F | l;l:

o5 nid dou COWpOX LSy nid péng cowshed
418 nig jido ox-horn S pas nid pi qi stubbornness;
459 nid jin great strength o obstinacy
45 nid ma oxen and horses— | “FA nig rou beef

beasts of burden | nid wéi oxtail
410y nid ndi milk Lasy e nid zai k jeans
4HE nid- péi beef steak
Example:

% 4 A 5 KE K.
Do he nid ndi dul shen ti ydu wi.
It means, “Milk is good for the health.”
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item a classifier for anything from man (4 ) to beast (4 ).

.

.

‘0

LYY, s

JIAN LAMENTING the injustice of class distinctlon, man drew a

parallel from animal life: “The ox ploughs the field and the horse

piece; eats the grain.” When it came to f cking a classifier for things in
. 1’. general, he favoured representatives of the two nobler classes:
article; man himself ({ ) and his selfless ox (4 ) and came up with 44 :

e

4 an jian legal case el

T mi jian confidential — 4T
document

=24 shi jian matter; event;
affair

Example: '

fle 89 B E A B S HE X B

T8 de chau t N you hén dud T mi wén jian.

wen jian
yT jidn xing I¥

It means, “There are many confidential documents in his drawer.”

152

document
piece of luggage




LAO

cattle pen;
prison

2y

THE seal form; @ pictures
a paddock (é) confining
an ox (4 ) after the day’s
hard labour. The modern
form: ¥ mercifully puts a
roof (» ) over the beast
(4). By extension, %
represents a prison for the
incarceration of “beasts” of
human society who are also
in for “hard labour”.

Péns

N

7

Example:

130 gu
40 j1

EIREN)
40 sao

firm; secure K T 1o y; jian ldo

remember well ZEANTTRE 1o bu ke po
firmly; safely A 200 ldo
grumbling;

complaint

fis B 48 T T ORE K A F

Ta ym fan

i ér bei pan

wo  ldo .

It means, “He was sentenced to jail.”
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prison; jail
unbreakable
be in prison




sz BAN

half

THIS character originated from
the butcher’s practice of dividing
(2~) an ox (4 ) into two halves,
in all its length, before cutting
up. 4 was modified to F to
facilitate exact division. Hence:
4, meaning ‘“half”. Even
though it is easy to split one ox
into two halves, the saying
proves true: “You cannot get
two skins from one ox.”

VV/%2$/

A9 ban bian one side (of
something)

A ban dio peninsula

A M ban jia half-price

FE ban piao half-price ticket

4 ban shéng half a lifetime

8 ban shi half the number

AR ban tian half of the day

Example:

fit ik = & R k& M E .

T8 20 shi zing shi ban 0 & fei.
It means, “He always gives up his work halfway.”
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P
FET
R TE

S AwAYL]

AR MK

ban td

ban ye

ban guan fang
ban jué sai

ban jin ba lidng

ban ty ér fei

half way
midnight
semi-official
semi-finals

not much to
choose between
the two

give up halfway




BAN THE ideograph: 1% is made up of man (4 ) and half (¥),

N7 suggesting that the single man is but half of a pair. To attain

ad b4 companion; “oneness” another half, a complement, is needed. Hence: 1%,

=—g=m | associate; meaning companion, associate or mate. In the choice of a betier
mate half, let man take heed: “Tiger and deer do not walk together.”

PENG

08 ban chang vocal accompani- | {5 ban sui
N ment 53 ban z0u
Gt ban li companion;
partner
IR ban nidng bridesmaid; maid- | f&({¥ zuo ban
of-honour
Example:

whong B BHEER AR,

T7 chang g& shi xU yao ydu rén ban zou.

It means, “Whenever she sings, she needs instrumental accompaniment.”
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accompany; follow

accompany with
musical instru-
ments

keep somebody
company



knows not its strength.”

ORIGINALLY % means to indict or accuse, i.e., do with the mouth
( @) what the ox (% ) does with the horns: to gore. By extension it
also means to tell, inform or even to warn. Se, before starting to
gore like an ox, be warned: “Man knows not his own fault; the ox

y=uill gdo bié bid farewell to =P} gdo tu

=28 gao chur fizzle out; fail

=y gdo ¢l take leave (of " .
one’s host) = gao zki

= a gdo fa report an offence | Tk gdo zhuang

HiK gdo jid ask for leave

H gao shi official notice e VN

EHiF gao si tell T iﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬂ Jng g0

HiE#5® ongaoténying  volunteer to do = bu gao ér bi¢
something

Example:

HHRERREHFEZHEYE-

Qg o gdo su wl zéh yang qU Zhi WO Yudn?

It means, “Will you please tell me the way to the Botanic Gardens?”
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ask for leave to
withdraw from a
meeting

inform

lodge complaint;
bring a suit
against

warning

leaving without
saying goodbye




MU
#& tend cattle $§

THE, phonetic: 4. is a modified version
of (oversee), depicting right hand
() wielding a rod ( ¥ ). The radical:
% (cattle) added to 4T (oversee) forms
the ideograph: %, meaning to oversee

My
{W///////

cattle. Such oversight teaches man the 'h‘,,/ , ///
futility of brute force against will power. i
In the words of the proverb: “If an ox Y -~

won’t drink, you can’t make him bend his
head.”

el A arat Ak

HE mu cdo forage grass B mu shi
% mu chang grazing land W mi tong
O mu fang tend; herd Hollr mi ye
Bk my gé pastoral song HEAN mU yang rén
R my min herdsman WA HETE  you mo shieng
X mu qu pastoral area hud
Example:

BWOEEE R E K E,

MU tong zai cdo yudn shang mu yang .

It means, “The shepherd boy is tending sheep on the plain.”
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pastor; clergyman
shepherd boy
animal husbandry
shepherd
nomadjc life



P

by
ROU

N

flesh; meat

THE character for meat: \'ﬁ] is
composed of pieces of dried meat
(A ) wrapped in a bundle (77).

From the ancient custom of offer-

ing such dried meat to the teacher

came the term: <“dried-meat
money” - a teacher’s pay.

{
V\‘]’Q{: rou bing meat pie R rou ti human body
A ?i*? rou bd fight hand-to-hand | P AL rou wan meatball
SPAS rov dian butcher’s (shop) I rou xing corporal punish-
AT rou gan barbequed meat ment
PRI RR rou ma nauseating; 4 nig rov beef
' disgusting EAA yang rou mutton
I HE rou pai steak A zhv rov pork
W rou pian sliced meat
Example:

BH R ANDEZHAE,
Mi 1d rén bu chT zhd rou.
It means, “The Malays do not eat pork.”
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\
H\ ¢ | PANG
' fat; fleshy

THE original idea of ¥ is “half
a bull”, denoting size. The radi-
cal: F] (flesh) supplements the
thought, indicating fleshiness.
Hence fI¥ : fleshy or fat. Beefi-
ness and other bovine character-
istiecs are not altogether un-
desirable according to the pro-
verb: “You win a cat and lose a
cow.”

L ’,/f///////,/

PENG

)N\ A AR

PE-F pang zi fat person
KRt fa pang put on weight
Example:

fll B¢ & R T .
Ta pang qf & le.
It means, “He is putting on weight.”
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e
YOU

L have

EARLY forms portrayed a
hand (3 ) grasping a piece
of meat (), signifying to
possess or to have: . Be-
- cause of the resemblance
3 between meat () and

~ moen (3Y), man soon lost
- sight of meat and reached
- for the moon, promising it
to anyone he wishes to pos-
\ sess. Today, with hand (7°)
-on moon ( H ), he classified
A under “moon”.

gl

A1 you gong have rendered V=)
great service A%
VEPS ydu guan related to; have #HLTT 3
something to do
with
HE yu hai harmful; A AT
detrimental # B dLpE
HE you I reasonable -
AH you I advantageous; v 3 DA
favourable

Example:
o H K E.
Wo méi you g che.
It means, “I don’t have a car.”
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you I
you xido
you jT ké chéng

you Il k8 tif
v ~ ~ v
you mu gong du

you qid bl ying

strong; powerful

efficacious; valid

there’s an opport-
unity to take
advantage of

stand to gain

be there for all to
see

respond to every
plea




Y I3 A

“HE whe sows his grain in
the field puts his frust in
heaven,” so observed the pro-
verb. A bountiful yield of
grain was therefore grateful-
ly acknowledged as having
“come” from above. Thus

, originally a pictograph
of growing wheat or barley,
came to stand for “come”.
The simplified form grafts
rice ( £ ) on to tree (k) to
produce ;% — a character no

LAI

come

less welcome.

TrERFE

P 3= (i b guest A Ii nidn next year
HKE] |3i dao arrive; come K I3i sheng next life
K I13i dian incoming telegram | J&{E |3i wang come and go
v 371 (3i féng come to visit x4 f8i xin incoming letters
S [a] I3i hui make a round trip | JRIR 3i yuan source; origin
14 3 jian communication or | & H 14 zi come from

» parcel received 5 H 54  léini fang ching  there is ample
K fai ke guest time ahead
Xl i lin approach; come H Sk cht 13i come out

Example:

X ook R OE R B BB,

Thé xig shui guf shi

.
lai

Zi Ao Ihgu de.

It means, “These fruits are from Australia.”




BEN
root;
origin;

source

* is a pictograph of a
tree ( K ) with the root
and stump emphasized b{
a horizontal siroke, ind
caling the level of the
earth ( _ ). Although the
root is the lowest gart of
the tree, it is of the highest
value in its struggle for
survival, lith good rea-
son, also, is used as a
classifier for books, the
“root” of knowledge.

ﬁ'l \w LW
/ f‘\\ 1"y, W
4‘

PANG

— T A RE

A Hh bén di this locality A
Aoy bén fen one’s duty A5
ZNES bén qud one’s own country | &KL
AT bén héng one’s own PN

profession AE
ASK; JRAS bén 14i; yudn bén  originally 7 X
A0 bén ling skill; ability AR
AHe bén néng instinct pi e
Example:

X BN R A MK L K,

Zhe jidn shi qing gen bén hé wi wi guan.

It means, “This matter has nothing to do with me at all.”
162

ben rén
bén shen
bén wén
bén xing
bén yi
bén yi
bén zhi
bén 21

I (me; myself)
itself; in itself
this text

natural instincts
original intention
original meaning
innate character
book; notebook




THE regular form: 'ﬂ' 3 com-
bines ‘& (bone) with §
(plenty). The radical: & itself
is made up of skeleton (/™ )
and flesh (A ). The other
component: is a precious
vessel ,symbolizing plenty.
Hence: , meaning “body”
from skeleton, flesh and plenty.
The simplified form gets to the
“root (A ) of man (1 ),
reducing him to a skeleton
character: {5,

1% (BS). ..

)

=

i

A1 [AHE

1. %7 ti cai types or forms of
literature

(. % ti cao gymnastics

| ti a physical punish-
ment

RKE ti ge physique; body

1. =3 ti hol realise

L] tih physical (bodily)
strength

N} ti mian dignity; face

Example:

s th & N + 2T .

T8 o zhing liv

shi’ gang jin.

It means, “He weighs sixty kilograms.”

(25
s
K&
L3
(L4

2]
RE
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ti tie

ti tong
ti wen
ti xi

ti- xing
ti yan

ti y
ti zhong

show considera-
tion for

propriety; decency
body temperature
system; set-up
bodily form; build

learn through
practice

physical training
body weight



GUO

fruit

play of fruit: o0, As it grew
mighty, it boasted of more
fruit: 2 but these are not easi-
ly discernible in the modern
form: & . The proverb provides
a_ clue to the missing fruit:
“Though a tree grows to a thou-
sand feet, its fruits will fall to

earth again.”

aoD
\8}¢%/
THE earliest form was a sty-
lised tree sporting a showy dis-

PEV4L
\ (|9 g |2 $ %

W gud duan resolute; decisive | A guo rou flesh of fruit
BEL qud gin resolute and P35 qud shi fruit; gain

) o . daring Ff gué shu fruit tree
R guo Jiang Jam . e 3| gud yuan orchard
%)g quo pi skin of fruit 2t qub zhi fruit juice
Rin guo pin fruit By gud 1 fruit
IR gud ran as expected; sure

enough

Example:
X R OK BT
Ihe gui T tai tidn e

It means, “This fruit juice is too sweet!”
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s

KE

lesson

32, meaning “lesson”, is based
on words (F ) and fruit (. ).
A lesson (ZE£) involves the use
of words of instruction ( 5 ) to
produce results, i.e., bear fruit
(). But, for words to be fruit-
ful, take a lesson from the pro-
verb: “Bitter words are medi-
cine; sweet words bring ill-

ness.”
PEVL
N A AR M e M
V[
EAR ké bén textbook URIMNESRD ke wai huf dong  extra-curricular
RIE ke chéng course; curriculum i activities
RE, URZE ke tang; ke shi classroom R gong ke homework
wRIh ke wai outside class iR shang ke attend class
3 ke wén text T xia ke finish class
R keé yo after school IiEF  gong ke bido time-table
Example:

EREEEE WK,

Shang ke

shi yao zhw y&

ting jidng .

It means, “Please pay attention in class.”
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CHAO

nest

THE seal form: éﬁ
depicts three fledglings
in a nest on top of a
tree. the regular
form: the birds re-
main, but the nest is
missing, displaced by
fruit ( 3£ ), though not
for long, according to
the saying: “If you upset
a nest, you cannot ex-
pect to find any whole
eggs underneath.”

E VEWL
LS | L1 &< [L¢c 14 T4 & L | 2l | 28
1 |88 | & ? }_
chéo xué den; lair
fel chdo bandits’ lair
nido chao bird’s nest
Example:

M ER— A5 R,

Shy shang yfu yi gé nido chdo.

It means, “There is a bird’s nest on the tree.”
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W

JUST as the root () of a
tree ( A ) is emphasized
by a horizontal stroke (_)

(. S i
SN g Wi at its base, so the top of
U B/ T FE  the tree (K ) is indicated
WA | & ~ - by a long horizontal line
*-‘" 1 yA () at the top: &, suggest-
= ing the tip or end - its
limit. In growing upright

like the tree, man also has
his limit for, as the pro-
verb puts it, “There are
more tirees upright than
upright men.”

FAK mo dai last reign of a XH
dynasty B &*
Ka mo hou finally *i
KT md lido last; finally
XKk mo v dead end
K mo g last stage; final
phase
Example:

& % & B KW & T & .

T8 xi huan zai zhou mo dai hdi oz qU  wdn.

mo ri end; doomsday

zhou mo weekend

mo liv the later and
decadent stage of
a school of

thoughts, etc.

It means, “He likes to bring his children out during weekends.”
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not; not yet

THIS character is to be distin-
guished from 3K (limit) in that
the horizontal stroke across the
top is much shorter: x. In

the top line is emphasized; in
4 it is subdued, not fully
grown. Hence }k : not yet.
Those whe have “not yet” at-
tained their end should exer-
cise patience and take heart
from the proverb: “A giant tree
grows from a tiny bud.”

" FlFAE

Z A wei b

* wei céng

K5E wsi ding uncertain;
E N wei hii unmarried
Example:

fib * K R B B OE R,
Ta
It means, “He is at a loss over his future.”

undecided

dui wei 1&i gin ddo mdng rdn.

not necessarily;
may not

have not; never

E S
R
R

e SIE
KHHAZE
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wei 3i

wei wan

wei xidng

wei zhi sho

wei yU chdu mdu

future

unfinished
unknown
unknown number
take precautions



MEI

younger sister

%, the phonetic, is a tree in full
leaf and branch, but not fully
mature and means: “not ”. With
the addition of the radical for girl
( 2t ), the character for “young-
er sister” is formed. Hence -3
girl ( 3¢ ) who has not yet ( £ )

reached maturity. ‘

PeVSG

i N mei {7 younger sister’s =R bido mei younger female
husband cousin

/77 mei mei younger sister

Example:

BB EKKHBEMRE R
Wi de bifo méi zhdng de hEn pido liang.
It means, “My cousin is very pretty.”
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JIE

1 elder sister

=% is the radical for girl
or woman. H, the phonet-
ic, is a picture of a stool
(1) with two rungs ( = ),
standing on the ground (_.),
now borrowed for the
conjunction: H “moreover”.
In our picture, the stool is
not the only thing that dis-
tinguishes older sister
from younger sister.

L[4 |2 |4 [3n/2A|4R 4R

LGS jié fi elder sister’s THEE
husband =10

JHEH jig jie elder sister

Example:

b IHE R oK,

=<

W6 de ji€ jie x' huam chi Iij lidn.
It means, “My elder sister likes durians.”
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jié mei
bido jid

sisters
elder female cousin




Al

love;
affection

, THE regular form: 5;:,: is made up of
#4 (breathe into), = (heart) and &
(gratieus motion), implying that what
gives breath to the heart and inspires
gracieus motion is love — an idealistic
leve. The simplifed form: %hhighlights
the rele of friendship: / “(hand 7 in
hand X co-operation) — a more realistie
leve. But whatever form love may take,
meme can excel the selfless and unselfish
love based on the principle extolled in the
preverh: “Those who love others will
themselves be loved.”

SIS E I IEZ
%= ai gud patriotic 1B ai qing love (between man
i ai hao interest; hobby and woman)
=3P ai hu cherish; take good ZAN ai rén sweetheart
care of T ai X1 treasure; cherish
s ai lidn show tender Zg ai 7eng love and hate
affection for FIRZ AEr Lin Ireland
=0 ai lian be in love with EAET dibish sy fondle admiringly
&5 ai mu adore; admire
Example:

NHEEREER D E

Xido Méi xi

hudn kan @i

ging xido shud .

It means, “Xiao Mei likes to read romances.”
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*E XIANG
o

think; hope

THIS character is composed of
#8 (inspect) and <> (heart). The
phonetic: #B represents an eye
(B) behind a tree (k) on the
lookout for possible danger, and
signifies to examine or inspect.
Combination with the radical:.<»
(heart, mind) produces *g, mean-
ing to examine or. inspeet in the
heart or mind, i.e., to think, pon-

der or hepe.

. — Pena
=
1 & K AN AR |AB |48 |48 |48 |48 |4
‘ | [
pink| xidng ddo think of; call to il ! xidng qi recall
s . rpmd pi! xidng xiang imagine; fancy
i xiang fa th";lk tOf a v;llay;. AAE| xidng bu dao unexpected
Xir?d onehasin |+ R xidng bu kat take things too
- . hard; take a
pir xiang lai ltt}rflaty be assumed matter to heart
HE A v 2 . AP xiang dang rén  take for granted
LA xiang nian remember with AHFE I v -
longing; miss Hing eSS xiang de kai not take to heart
M AJEJE  xiing r0 fai féi  indulge in fantasy

Example:
B ZET,
Wo xidng wi gai ziu le.
It means, “I’'m afraid I must be going now.”
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1) l\i
'Z =
[ XN

Yi recall; remember; reflect

.. THE phonetic: {-97: denotes sound
(&) in the heart or mind (), i.e.,
intention or thought. The addition of
another heart (the radical '}') to
thought (&) suggests to think again
— to reflect or remember:tg. As a
mnemonic aid, the simplified form
combines heart ('f) with second
() producing 'IZ.

B4

Bz hui y1 recollect WRIZIRHT  jiyi ydu i remain fresh in
L1z iyl remember one’s memory
iz h jf y; It memory

Example:

F By 2 h R E,
W6 de ji oy i hén cha.
It means, “My memory is very poor.”
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—

T

THE old form of the phonetic: T
represents someone entering (A) a
place of concealment (L-), and means
to disappear or perish: (*). The addi-
tion of the heart radical: . enforces
the idea of “lost mind” or a mind that
ceases to act; hence, to forget: t..
Minds should not be lost when it
comes to the memerable proverh:
“Forget favours given: remember fa-
vours received.”

f e Tean

ohy
RN
Soo

RATZSSS

G

PENL
N N ) e | = | D
— |\ gl el I ol
/ o] (|1
A wang bén forget one’s origin | &/ wang xing be beside oneself
T wang diao forget STER wang nién jiao friendship between
AYES wang hual forget . . generations
Sid wang ji forget E‘gﬁl X w?ng’?n fiyr  ungrateful
wig wang qing be unmoved B Jian wang forgetful
hoEs4 wang wd selfless

Example:

Al &L B &K KR

Bi¢ wang ji

towl

" vy
mai  shui guo .

It means, “Don’t forget to buy fruits for me.”
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KUAI

quick; fast

't# has twe components: }
(heart) and #. An old form
of # is 3, representing a
hand (3) holding half () of
a bilateral object () that
may be easily or quickly
split. In anether form, the
hand is shown drawing a
bow-string, ready to shoot an
arrow: £ . As quickness de-
pends on the mind or heart,
the heart component () is )
added to reinforce the idea of 447

y Ao,
quick or fast: & IR, s
W e

i

T [T

1737 kudi bu trot ik kuai 18 happy
g kuai ¢an quick meal; snack | {)@ kudi man speed
BRI kuai che express train or ek kuai sU fast

bus (7.5, kuai ting speedboat
PR kuai gan pleasant sensation | HRILI#E kudi m3 jia bian  at high speed
G kudi hud merry
Example:

TH - MR R E.
Wi yiu yi g8 kiai 16 de jig ting.
It means, “I have a happy family.”
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7

]

] Ca\

CONG

character

THE original ideograph depicted a
restless heart (<) prompting one to
peep anxiously through the window
(#). Hence the meaning: haste, excite-
ment or alarm. The haste shown even
in the evolution of this exciting

¥, and Z. and, with utter disregard for
the heart (<), in the final form:
gives cause for alarm.

haste; hurry; alarm

AR

— from the seal form: to

(;

N

;

/

7]

AR

k)
A
AT

Example:

e m A

Ta cong cong

£ong cong hurriedly
cong cu hastily
cong mang hastily; hurriec”

w7 R OBE E¥.

i le zio can bian shang xde.

It means, “After hurrying through his breakfast, he went to school.”
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