Teaching Receptive Skills :
=—_Reading and isening__~<——

We can divide reasons for reading 0 into two broad categories:
1. Instrumental J=é 553 3 reading and listening takes place because it will
help us to achieve some clear aims.(road signs — instructions)
2. Pleasurable 4=i«s: reading and listening for pleasure. Thus people read
magazines or newspapers. Others go to poetry readings and listen to Radio.

1- In top —down J

- In top —down processing, the reader or listener gets a general view of the
reading or listening passage by, in some way, absorbing the overall picture. il
dalall 3 guall This is greatly helped if the reader or listener’s schemata ki« allow
them to have annrgpriate expectations of what they are going to come across.

- In bottom-up

In bottom-up processing, the reader or listener focuses on individual words
and phrases, and achieves understanding by stringing these detailed elements

together to build a whole. 13 jeay ol Jay g aeds S Jaall g Gl JS Je 35S 50 o5 )\l
lae yualiall

Different Skills<!_lgs
1- Readina and listenina for aeneral understandina (SkiW

Reading and listening for such ‘general’ comprehension means not stopping for
every word, not analyzing everything that the writer or the speaker includes in the
text) ) (3l aadall) aill & duwi )l 3 Sall agdl o) ale (S0 dadadl) agdl dny puall 3¢ Al 5 & LaiuY)

2 -Reading and listening for specific information (scanning

we go to written and spoken text because we want specific details. We may listen to
the news, only concentrating when the particular item that interests us comes up.
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3-1dentifying the topic:g s<a sl e o yill

Good readers and listeners are able to pick up the topic of a written or spoken text
very quickly. With the help of their own schemata, they quickly get an idea of what
is being talked about.

4 -Predicting and guessing: (ixall sl 5 (yradsll

Both readers and listeners sometimes guess the meaning or predict what is coming

5-Reading and listening for detailed information: Jeal&ll & Laiuy) g 501 all

we read and listen in order to understand everything we are reading in detail.
This is the case with written instructions or directions
6-Interpreting text: gaill Jilas
Readers and listeners are able to see beyond the literal meaning of words in a
passage, using a variety of clues to understand what the writer or speaker is implying
or suggesting.

Problems and Solutions
- The teaching and learning of receptive skills presents a number of problems
1-Language: <=U/
What is it that makes text difficult? Is it words or sentences-length?.
Solutions:
a. One way of helping students is to pre-teach vocabulary J:# (e <ila jaall (e )35 that
IS in the reading or listening text.
b. Extensive reading and listening g LaiwY! g 3¢)_jall Cadiss:
This suggests reading and listening at length, often for pleasure and in a
leisurely way.

c. Authenticity -4xlll dbal 4alll dxa
Authentic material is language where no concessions <Y )l are made to

foreign speakers. It is normal, natural language used by native speakers of a
language




2- Topic and genre: (& s sl )l sic )¢ s sall £ 5
If students are not interested in a topic, or if they are unfamiliar with text genre we
are asking them to work on, they may be reluctant _8\ sl - S to engage fully with the
activity.
Solutions:
a. Choose the right topics.
b. Create interest.
c. Activate schemata <3l Jadll hbadl) Lyl
d. Vary topics and genres
3-Comprehension tasks:

A key feature in the successful teaching of receptive skills concerns the choice of
comprehension tasks aedll e saclud alea L), Sometimes such tasks appear to be
testing the students rather than helping them to understand.

Solutions:

a. Testing and Teaching: The best kinds of tasks are those which raise students’
expectations aexd 5 (e ad 53 Al Jleadl help them tease out meanings, (!l g=3a%u and
provoke an examination of the reading and listening passage d=kaill Jula% 5 agagh

b. Appropriate challenge —lwll s2s3ll; When asking students to read and listen,
we want to avoid texts and tasks that are either far too easy or far too difficult. As
with many other language tasks, we want to get the level of challenge right, to make
the tasks  difficult but achievable’.
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4- Negative expectation ol a8 gili:

Students can feel that they are not going to understand the passage in the book or on
a tape because it is too difficult, and they predict that experience will be frustrating
and de-motivating.sise s s BLal o iy Lae dman LY Ty 30 gl dadadll agdy () adly ey Ul
Solutions:

a. Manufacturing success ¢aill xxiad: giving students clear and achievable
purpose, we can help them to achieve that purpose.
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b. Agreeing on a purpose < e 3l&3Y); teacher and students agree on both
general and specific purposes for their reading or listening. If students know why
they are reading or listening, they can choose how to approach the text.
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