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New crimes

The law related to computer crime is changing very quickly. Modern criminals are using
computers to help them commit crimes like identity theft and to make it easier to commit old
crimes like theft or fraud. One issue that makes it hard to fight computer crime is that this
type of offence is often more difficult to solve than traditional crimes because the criminals
are invisible and their actions may be hard to prove. Another issue is that it is quite difficult
to prosecute a computer criminal successfully because usually nothing is actually stolen or
physically damaged.

In recent years computer crime has increased as the number of people using the Internet to
buy things or to access their bank accounts has grown. This new type of business has
attracted techno-criminals who order goods without paying, or break into the computer
systems of businesses and move money to their own account or send viruses which can
seriously damage computers and the information they contain. These viruses can affect
millions of people worldwide.
Criminals can use the Internet to plan crimes and pass on confidential information more
easily than meetings or telephone conversations. Computers allow criminals access to
millions of people whom they may persuade to pay for something worthless.
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Why do people leave their home countries?
This article looks at three reasons why people emigrate and gives historical examples.

A. In the early 19th century, the most important economic activity in Ireland was
agriculture. But the farmers were poor and they used old-fashioned methods. Because
they heard that they could earn four times as much abroad, some farmers emigrated. But
between 1820 and 1840, the economic situation in Ireland deteriorated and in 1845 the
Potato Famine began. Disease destroyed 75% of the year’s potatoes — the main food for
most of the population. During the next two years, 350,000 people died of starvation and
there was a huge increase in emigration. By the end of 1854, a quarter of the population
of Ireland had left for other parts of the world.
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B. Tristan da Cunha is a small island in the South Atlantic Ocean. In August 1961, earth
tremors started and gradually became more frequent. At the beginning of October, the
government decided that the island was no longer safe and the whole population of 268
people was evacuated to a nearby island. A ship picked them up and took them to South
Africa. As they passed Tristan da Cunha, they saw the volcano erupt. Later the people
were taken to England, where they stayed for the next two years. In 1963, the volcanic
activity on the island stopped and most of the people voted to go back. However, not
everyone returned: 14 people had adapted to life in England and decided to stay there,
and five elderly people had died. There were other changes too: ten couples from the
island had married, and eight babies had been born.
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C. The economic success of the 1960s and 1970s saw the Arabian Gulf countries
transformed into modern and wealthy states, funded by oil and other precious natural
resources such as natural gas. The needs of the oil and construction industries led to a
huge demand for skilled workers. Many thousands of people moved to the region to help
build high-tech cities all over the Gulf. These workers, from many regions of the world,
were able to find a better life and help with the development of the region.
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Recycling in Syria

Syria is at the forefront of regional recycling, hosting regional conferences dedicated to the
protection of the environment, water conservation and climate change. Major recycling
plants have been built in the last few years in order to dispose safely of substances such as
plastics, batteries and other waste materials. There is a greatly increased awareness of the
fragile local environment and the need to take care of Syria’s precious natural resources.
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Throughout history people (1) moved / have moved from one country to another. Some
of these migrants (2) chose / have chosen to emigrate, while others (3) had / have had to
move because of wars or natural disasters or for economic reasons. Here are some facts
and figures.

» During the period 1970-2000, the number of migrants in the world (4) rose / has risen
from 82 million to 175 million.

» In recent years migration into Europe and Russia (5) increased / has increased
sharply, while in many other parts of the world numbers (6) fell / have fallen.

» In Australia, since 1945 over six million people (7) arrived / have arrived to settle.

In each ten-year period from 1950 to 2000, over a million migrants (8) entered / have
entered the country.
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Greenchester was a good place to live. It had parks, forests and lakes where people (1) spent
their free time. It was a very clean place because everybody (2) recycled all their rubbish.
But one morning the people of Greenchester (3) woke up to find that during the night their
town (4) had turned grey. The sky, which (5) had always been (always) blue, was grey that
morning. Most of the plants and trees (6) had died / were dying and the birds (7) had flown
away . The people were angry, so they (8) called the Mayor. “Something (9) has happened to
our town during the night. It’s dying. We must do something.”
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The people (10) expected the Mayor to find the answer to their problem but he (11)
didn't know why Greenchester (12) had turned / was turning grey. He (13) discussed
the problem for several days with his advisors, then they suddenly (14) realized that the
cause of the problem might be the landfill site on the edge of the town. Although it
(15) had been there for as long as anyone could remember, very few members of the
public ever (16) went there.
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When the Mayor (17) visited the landfill site, he (18) found that it was full. The fumes
from the unburied rubbish (19) had poisoned / were poisoning Greenchester. The
people thought they (20) had recycled / were recycling their rubbish, but in fact, the
council (21) had buried it in the landfill site. The people were furious and the Mayor
had to resign.
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Dear Sir / Madam,

There’s a lot I enjoy about living in our city. The new out-of-town shopping areas have a
good range of shops and are very convenient to drive to. And the new sports facilities in the
same areas are excellent.

The city centre itself, however, is a different matter. Driving to work in the mornings often
takes me over an hour because there’s so much traffic. And the fumes from all the cars,
buses and taxis are terrible. I’ve tried travelling by train, but that’s not much better — it’s
overcrowded, too, and very uncomfortable. We need better public transport, but it would also
help if people travelled to work at different times of the day.

I’ve been thinking of buying a flat in the city centre — it would make my life a lot easier, but
they’re all too expensive. I can’t afford even the smallest flat. We urgently need more small
flats for young office workers like me. The parks and other open spaces in the city have
improved recently, but we need more of them. They’re full for most of the day, and the
situation is especially bad at lunch times. | suggest that all the residents of the city get
together and agree on a new set of recommendations to improve life here.

My first recommendation would be this: “It would be a good idea if private motorists parked
their cars outside the city, and then walked into the centre.”
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The spread of the desert
Desertification , which is the process in which productive land changes into desert, is an
increasingly serious problem in over a hundred countries of the world. One billion people,
out of a total world population of six billion, suffer from its effects.

Desertification usually occurs in dry areas where there is no rain and where the climate is

harsh. In these places, the top layer of soil is destroyed so that the land can no longer be used
for growing crops or grazing animals. This means that people who depend on the land for
food have to move to ‘greener’ areas in order to survive. A proportion of the population may
survive by moving, but others may die because of shortages of food and water.
Although natural changes in the climate often start the process, the activities of human
beings are often the real cause of desertification. Because there are growing numbers of
people to feed, farmers tend to overcultivate their land, with the result that the soil becomes
poor and unproductive. Other farmers overgraze their land and this permanently kills off
grass and other plants. In addition to the effects of farming, deforestation — the cutting down
of trees — also erodes the soil. Trees are usually cut down to make more agricultural land, but
once there are no longer trees and plants on an area of land, there is nothing to stop the wind
and rain from blowing or washing away the top layer of soil. The dust which this produces
can travel long distances and affect the health of people living in cities thousands of
kilometres away.

But this is not the end of the story: desertification can create conditions which produce
strong winds and dangerous wildfires and this leads to even greater pressure on the Earth’s
most precious resource, water.

4’-\)&4.“ thﬁ.a'\

&QA)SS‘&%\)LJS&{B)L&MJAc;\JMéjw\ub)i}(\d};ﬁ@Ac}AJcM\dj
o BT e ] @l ke A Al Allall S 220 Jlea) (s e il Jle (Flay | allall Jsa Ay

0555 S o2a 8 Lild Sl (56 a5 jlae aa g Y s Adla) Bl i Bale il Juasy
il sall eyl o Jaalaall Al ) 3 () aladiad SaYL any Y GllA 5 jeae &) e Ul A8
STl sl ST shlie ) sl of agale sladall dal e (Y1 (e o saing cpdll Qalll of (i IS

celall i aladall (i G (AT sy 38 8D 5 ¢ JEEYL QIS e s 3 gak B saly

Lellle o Ll el of W) ddaall oy (e oa L) 3 Bpapdall (<l puiall) cVasdll of a2l e
Osbiar Gse el (8 ¢ agalalal bl 3 e ) e dlaef aa g 4V 5L jaaill SEal) ) 5SS
Gl e Alia 5 Andie pe 5888 sl (RAll) (oY) OF Al (0S5 5 ¢ peal ) a8 el 33U
ALY 5 (pl0) Sled IS AN bl 5 Clie W) Jily @y 5 agaia )Y ilall o 5lL gy 0 AT
o el JSE e i) adal L A (Sasg) sDm Sl adad gl ¢ del 0 (i) Y
Tl wiar e o8 Y Y e Lo dihie b il 5 el el aay (o () Of Le oS0 Al 1) ol )Y

8



(i) b o o5 iy 53 Ll (s 5 500 (e Llel) Bl (Just) i s el s lae¥)
ol 138 (Sl e SN YT any e aall 8 G sdany ol Gl daa e i 5 s il
o oSl a2 Al 55 phad 35 ja 5 Ayl el i Bk Blay o aaaill (S dalll Al

. ;LAJ\)AJZ\A;\S]\ ua‘)i)(.\ J.JL;a.qui

1 dadal)

How is climate different from weather?

Weather is what happens to the air and the atmosphere outside. It may be cold or (1) hot ,
wet or (2) dry . It can be calm or (3) stormy , clear or (4) cloudy . The atmosphere changes
depending on whether it’s rainy or (5) sunny . Thunder and (6) lightning are also part of
weather. Climate, on the other hand, is the (7) average weather in a particular place over a
long period of time. A place where it doesn’t (8) rain over many years has a dry climate. A
place with low temperatures for most of the year has a (9) cold climate. Here in Syria we
celebrate wet weather because we need the rain. Information about climate is useful for
(10)weather forecasting. It also helps farmers to know when it is the best time to plant their
(11) crops.
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Dear ...

One of the most important issues in the 21st century is the scarcity of fresh water. A lack of
water presents major hurdles to human development. Aside from fulfilling our need to drink,
fresh water also plays a central role in agricultural production.

Water preservation is a major global challenge. Greater development and a perpetually
increasing population has led to unprecedented demands on all of our resources, which has in
turn led to an increased water shortage. This has prompted Syria to support new water
conservation programmes, which improve the efficiency of irrigation systems in rural areas.



This includes empowering local cooperatives in the implementation of their knowledge to
help improve lives through the conservation of water.
Ultimately, we need to curtail the unwarranted consumption of water if we are to prevail
over the challenges facing Syria today. Do you have any suggestions about how average
Syrians can contribute to cutting back on water? Please let me know your ideas.
Many thanks

Dr Abdulhameed
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A whole planet under glass
The Eden Project, which opened in the year 2000, is a living plant museum in the
countryside in the south-west of England. It is a very popular attraction and millions of
visitors come every year to see plants from all over the world growing in this special
environment.
Some plants grow outside, but many are in specially-built domes, called ‘biomes’ , where the
temperature and humidity are carefully controlled. The biomes are like giant greenhouses
and one, the Humid Tropics biome, is the largest greenhouse in the world. It is over 55m
high and 200m long and contains many thousands of exotic plants not found in England.
One of the purposes of the project is to show how dependent human beings are on plants and
to educate people on the importance of preserving our natural environment. Aside from the
plant life, the Eden Project has fascinating interactive exhibits for people of all ages. Many
of the visitors are groups of school children and the Eden Project combines educational value
with scientific interest and a huge variety of spectacular plant life.
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Our Visit to Apamea
Ahmad and | have just got home from a two-day visit to Apamea. It was only a short visit
but I will remember it forever. Apamea is an ancient site on the bank of the Orontes River.
There are extensive ruins which tourists can walk around and where they can learn about
many different civilisations.
We arrived on Tuesday evening and the first thing we did was set up our camp. The sky was
very clear and we could see millions of stars. The next morning was very hot but we visited
the Roman city. There were enormous columns and high walls which | thought were
amazing.
The next day was another scorching hot day and we climbed up the hill to the medieval
citadel. I didn’t think the ruins were as interesting, but the views from the top were incredible
and we could see a long way across Syria. As the sun went down over the plain, we saw the
buildings change colour, from a dark red to pink and purple. It was an amazing sight | will
never forget.
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The Sand Gazelle

. The sand gazelle, or goitered gazelle, is a horned animal that lives across the Arabian
Gulf and North Africa. Originally found in all Arab countries, it is now extinct in Iraq,
Kuwait and Yemen and endangered everywhere else, including Syria.

. In the summer months, sand gazelles live in small family groups of around ten
individuals. During the winter, they congregate in larger herds. They are ideally suited to
the desert environment with their white heads and sand-coloured bodies. This allows
them to blend into the desert, camouflaging them from predators.

. Sand gazelles are small mammals, weighing only 20 kg. However, they are very quick
and have been known to reach speeds of almost 100 km per hour. They are excellent
jumpers and use their speed and agility to evade the attention of predators.

. Sand gazelles eat around 6 kg of plants per day — consuming the shoots, roots, leaves and
stems of desert plants — around a third of their overall bodyweight. They drink 3 litres of
water per day and in the hottest season dig shallow pits and lie on the cooler soil.

. The sand gazelle is in danger of extinction, mainly due to habitat loss and hunting.
However, there have been some efforts to save them, and some countries have begun
breeding them for release into the wild. There have been some successes, but the battle to
save them and other native species continues. In Syria, there is an increasing awareness
about the importance of saving wild animals.
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Organisation of small businesses and the council housing project
1
The purpose of this report is to comment on the projected housing development for the local
area, with respect to the business community in particular.
2
We recognise the needs of the burgeoning population and so, by consensus, are convinced of
the need
to utilise undeveloped wetlands for construction purposes.
As a result:
e building here will increase demand for services, which the members of our organisation
provide.
e any windfall from them will have a knock-on effect on the town and will help to improve
the local economy.
3
Equally, we are concerned that building the new houses out of town may represent a missed
opportunity for this town to expand and modernise. Out-of-town housing will:
e require new shops and so increase competition for local businesses.
e direct investment away from our town at a time of economic recession.
4
This group vociferously supports the building of new houses on local wetlands. Whilst we
are aware of environmental concerns, the town’s economic vitality must precede
environmental issues.
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Al Ain, an ancient oasis city, is the second biggest city in Abu Dhabi. It (1) is located
(locate) 160 km east of the capital and (2) is linked (link) to Abu Dhabi City by fast
motorways. It (3) takes (take) about 90 minutes to drive between the two cities. Al Ain’s
International Airport, which (4) was opened (open) in 1994, (5) has (have) over half a
million passengers each year. In the past, Al Ain was famous for its traditional system of
watering the land. Water (6) was directed (direct) through man-made tunnels to local farms.
Now, its modern system (7) ensures (ensure) that an area of 100 square km around Al Ain
(8) is covered (cover) in trees and other plants. Even the six-lane roads in the city (9) are
lined (line) with many different kinds of trees and other plants. Everything (10) is watered
(water) by a mixture of recycled waste water and desalinated water. Many salad crops (11)
are produced (produce) by farmers in the area around the city. These (12) include (include)
tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce and strawberries
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In the last hundred years, people have been living longer and longer. Yet, there are still many
aspects of our lifestyles that could be improved. Doctors advise that regular exercise and a
healthy diet are crucial to our well-being. Furthermore, it is very important to get enough
sleep — 8 hours a night is recommended. Getting enough sleep keeps our minds fresh, but we
need to exercise our brains, too. This could involve doing puzzles and crosswords, playing
chess or reading a book.

As we get older, it is even more important that we keep busy, interacting with people of all
ages and socialising. We should make plans for the future, keep a positive outlook on life
and enjoy the support of the family environment .
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In Syria you will rarely find ‘old people’s homes’. When my (a) parents get old, my (b)
sister and | will help look after them. Traditional values teach sons and (c) daughters to
honour their (d) fathers and mothers and show love and care to them as they grow old.
Family is very important to everyone, and I am very close to my mother’s sister and her (e)
husband — my aunt and (f) uncle . Caring for our (g) family like this helps us all to live
longer, happier lives and we know our (h) children will one day look
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So you want to be a good colleague?

1 Do you enjoy reading about how some people become successful? Most people do, which
Is probably why popular magazines often include articles with titles like How to live a long,
happy life, which give readers useful advice.

2 One of my friends said to me the other day, “I’m starting my first job soon, and I want to
get on well with my new workmates . Have you got any advice you can give me?” Several
people have asked me questions like this, which is why I’m writing this article.

3 For me the golden rule when you first start a job is this: listen and learn from colleagues.
Also, ask your colleagues questions if you aren’t sure about something and offer to help
them if you can see something that needs doing.

4 In the long run, the best way to be a good colleague is simply to work hard. In my
experience, people most dislike colleagues who make up excuses for not doing something
and expect colleagues to do it for them.

5 If you have a job starting soon, remember some of these tips. In the end, you’ll be happier
and more successful if you get on well with your colleagues.
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The end of village life?
When large numbers of people move from their homes in country areas to find better- paid
jobs in towns and cities, the villages and farms they once lived in are often left empty. No
one wants to buy homes there because they cannot make money out of them. This
phenomenon , which is called rural depopulation, can lead to overcrowding in cities as well
as to fewer people in country areas.
One example of this phenomenon is the Garrigues area of Spain, about one hour’s drive
from Barcelona. The area has a Mediterranean climate, but because it is high and not close to
the sea, winter temperatures are quite low. The area has an annual rainfall level of 482mm
which falls in only 47 days of the year, during the autumn and spring. Historically, this was a
successful agricultural area; on the higher ground, the farmers grew almonds and vines,
while in the river valleys, wheat, corn, beans and sunflowers were the traditional crops. The
area was particularly well-known for its high-quality olive oil which was grown mainly for
export.
The population of the area was at its highest about 150 years ago, when a typical village
might have 500 inhabitants, whereas now some villages have as few as 100 permanent
inhabitants. But as farming became less and less profitable, and unemployment grew, the
population began to move to the cities to find work. This trend started in 1860 and has
continued to this day. Now some villages consist mainly of elderly people. The area is
suffering from the effects of depopulation, such as poor public services and deserted farms.
In some parts of Europe in recent years, however, the move from the country to the city has
been reversed as wealthy people move to the countryside to escape from the overcrowding,
pollution and stress of city life. Some are moving permanently, but many are buying holiday
or weekend homes which are empty for much of the year.
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Dear Mr and Mrs Mahmoud,
I think I’ve found the perfect place for you. It’s a palatial villa in a green suburban area that
would really suit your needs. I know you’ve been complaining about the noise in your
current apartment, so the location of the new one would be a great improvement. It’s quiet
and calm and there’s a picturesque park just over the road. There isn’t even much traffic, and
with residents’ parking you’ll never have trouble finding a space. It’s also a lot more
expansive than your current place and would have lots of room for entertaining. It’s not
furnished, so all of the furniture you already own could go straight in. You could make it
your own very quickly. It’s also an advantageous location. There’s a large supermarket about
five minutes away and it’s very easy to reach the motorway. | really think you should
arrange a viewing of this place. It’s a great find that you wouldn’t want to miss out on.
Many thanks,

Ali
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Self-taught success

Tareq was born in Damascus in 1962 into a successful Syrian family. His father worked as a
civil servant and his mother, who had once been a teacher, was a hardworking housewife.
His brother Hani was very bright and, after finishing university, went on to become a civil
engineer. Tareq was good with his hands and so, instead of going to university, took a course
in woodwork and became a carpenter. He loved Syrian folk music and, in his spare time,
made musical instruments, finely crafting instruments such as ouds. One day, one of his
friends saw an oud he had made and asked him to make one for him too. This was the
beginning of Tareq’s career as an instrument maker and soon he was able to give up selling
furniture and make instruments instead. With the money he earned he was able to get
married and start a family, buying his own villa outside Damascus. His instruments have
become famous across Syria and the Arab world, and there is now a great demand for these
instruments. One of Tareq’s sons, Saleh, has decided to follow his father into the business
and so Tareq is teaching him how to make the oud.
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Triumph in the Tour de France

For over ten years in the 1970s and 80s Bernard Hinault, a very talented French sportsman,
dominated the world of cycling. One of the fastest cyclists of his generation, he won over
200 races during his exceptional career and broke numerous records. He is the only rider to
have finished either first or second in every Tour de France which he completed, and won 28
individual stages in the month long race. By the time he retired, he had worn the prestigious
“Yellow Jersey’ — one of cycling’s most sought after prizes — for over 50 days in total, and
had secured his place as one of the best cyclists in the world.

During his career Hinault gained the nickname ‘the badger’ on account of his reputation for
being extremely competitive and dedicating himself fully to each race. A famous rivalry
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existed between Hinault and another elite cyclist, Greg Lamond. During the 1986 Tour de
France, the two men fought continuously to win the championship, with Lamond emerging
as the eventual winner.

Following his retirement in 1986, Hinault did not lose any of his dedication to the world of
cycling. To this day he is heavily involved in many high profile cycling events, and is often
seen on the stage at awards ceremonies. Hinault has written several books telling the story of
his rise to success; they also include details of the difficulties he had encountered on the way:
the crashes, injuries and problems. As one of the best cyclists the world has ever seen he was
encouraged to write a book for aspiring professional cyclists, giving them tips and realistic
advice about how to reach the top. His story shows that becoming the best in any field is a
challenge that requires a lot of determination and dedication.
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Omar and Mazen are driving across the Syrian desert in their 4x4 vehicle when a sandstorm,
very common in the area, blows up. There is nothing they can do about the weather and
unfortunately sand gets into the engine. Despite their best efforts, the engine simply will not
start and so they are forced to change their plans.

The two men are still 30 kilometres away from their destination, that is around 12 hours
walking. They know that it is located to the north. However, they are forced to abandon the
car and continue the journey on foot, carrying all that they can with them. They have
supplies in the car but can only take with them what will fit in their backpacks.

The weather is extremely hot, making walking by day very difficult, but they are in good
health and fit enough to walk 30 kilometres under normal conditions. In contrast, the desert
Is very cold at night and temperatures can become dangerously low. The two men have some
difficult decisions to make. Each has room in his bag for three items, and has to choose from
the 11 items they have in the car ...
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DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES?
Are you the kind of person who loves a challenge?
Do you crave adventure and excitement?
Do you long for the chance to prove yourself?
If the answer to these questions is “Yes’ then you could be just what we’re looking for. The
Syrian Adventure Club, along with its team of experienced mountaineers, is planning a
challenging and arduous expedition to the summit of Mount Everest and we’re looking for
motivated, strong-willed individuals to assist us. This is the chance of a lifetime to
experience one of the planet’s most magnificent environments and to take part in an amazing
feat of human endeavour. If you think you have what it takes, please write, telling us why
you should be chosen for this expedition, what skills and attributes you will contribute, and
how you will cope with the huge effort such an expedition entails.
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Replies should be about 200 words.
Expeditions Manager, Syrian Adventure Club
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Online booking
The cheapest and quickest way of buying train or airline tickets is now to book ‘online’. This
involves logging on to the Internet, finding the correct website, typing in your travel
requirements and personal details and paying by credit card. Passengers can then print a
receipt which may also be the ‘ticket’ which they show at the airport or railway station. This
is all done automatically without the need for any personal contact with the airline or rail
company.
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Eurotunnel
In 1994 a tunnel linking Britain with the mainland of Europe opened to the public. This
complex and costly engineering project, which had been planned for many years, was paid
for jointly by the French and British governments. Cars are carried on railway trucks which
form a train called the Shuttle, and then drive off at the end of their 35-minute journey
through the tunnel. In the past, the only alternative for motorists was a ferry, which took a
minimum of 90 minutes.
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Electronic road tolls

Motorists have to pay to drive on motorways in Italy. Under the original system, all cars had
to stop at kiosks at the beginning or the end of a section of motorway and pay cash. Now,
there is a high-tech alternative called Telepass. Under this new system, cars are ‘recognised’
so they do not have to stop. The money is taken automatically from each driver’s bank
account.
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So talented, so young
A child prodigy is a person who has an outstanding talent or skill at a very early age. In
this article you are going to read about three child prodigies with different talents or
skills. ) )
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Youngest master now doing research

At the age of twelve, Tathagat Avatar Tulsi was the world’s youngest person to gain a
Master’s degree. He finished high school at the age of nine, gained a BSc at the age of ten
and an MSc when he was only twelve. At eighteen, he is now a PhD student in Bangalore,
India, doing high-level research. His amazing mathematical talent was noticed by his parents
when he was only six.
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Playing to win
Magnus Carlsen from Norway is one of the best chess players in the world. He started
playing chess with his father at the age of five and played his first tournament at the age of
eight. In 2003, at the age of thirteen, he was awarded the title of Grandmaster. Chess became
his passion and Magnus was allowed to take time off school to practise the game. He
received coaching from Kasparov, one of the greatest chess players and geniuses of all time.
At the age of nineteen he was ranked number one in the world, becoming the youngest
player to be awarded this title.
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Public less interested as child grows up

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was one of the greatest musical geniuses of all time. He was
born in Salzburg, Austria, in 1756 and began writing music before he was four years old. As
a child prodigy he toured Europe, playing his own compositions on the violin and other
instruments to astonished audiences which often included kings and queens. In common with
many other child prodigies, Mozart lost some of his appeal to audiences when he became an
adult. Despite his genius, he had to work hard throughout his short life to earn a living, and
died very poor, at the age of thirty-five.
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Child prodigies are children who demonstrate talents (1) a very young age. Mathematical
geniuses are often able to do complicated calculations (2) their heads (3) just a few seconds.
This is particularly remarkable when the numbers they are dealing with have been selected
(4) random. Musical geniuses, like Mozart, are often able to learn to play new pieces of
music (5) a variety of instruments very quickly. Mozart was certainly the most talented
composer of his time, but many people believe he was really a hard worker, not a genius.
When he died (6) 1791, some people said that overwork was the cause (7) his death.
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Genius Award Application

Genius Society members,

I am writing to you to suggest that you consider Dr Mohammad Imad Droubi for your new
Genius award. Dr Droubi is an incredibly gifted dentist and academic, who gives lectures to
audiences all over the world. He is best known for inventing a replacement metal jaw,
improving the quality of life of those with serious dental problems. His innovations in the
field of dentistry have brought him international recognition. He has received numerous
awards from international institutions including first place at the Arab World Inventors
conference in 2009. | believe that these accolades justify his nomination for the new Genius
Award.

Yours faithfully,

Waleed Yousef
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a The Channel Tunnel, which links Britain and France, is over 50 kilometres long and (was
completed / was being completed) in 1994. There are actually two main tunnels, one from
France to Britain and the other from Britain to France.

b Previous plans to build a tunnel (had been rejected / have been rejected) because of the
high cost and because the people were worried about fires in the tunnel.

¢ To reduce people’s worries about safety, a third tunnel (had to be built / had to build) as
an escape tunnel in case of fire.

d For many years motorists (had looked forward / had been looking forward) to driving
between Britain and the mainland of Europe.

e However, they (had not thought / had not been thinking) they would have to put their cars
on trains to ‘drive’ through the tunnel.
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Burj Al-Arab, which is one of the most expensive hotels in the world, stands in the sea off
the coast of Dubai. Before it (1) could be built (could / build), engineers (2) had to make
(have to / make) an artificial island. In order to do this, land (3) had to be reclaimed (have
to / reclaim) from the sea.

b The Panama Canal, which (1) joins (join) the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, opened to
shipping in 1914. Before this, ships (2) had to go round (have to / go round) the bottom of
South America to get from one ocean to the other. This was one of the greatest and most
difficult engineering jobs that (3) had ever been attempted (ever / attempt). 5,600 workers
died between 1904 and 1914 while the canal (4) was being constructed (construct). There
had been an earlier attempt to build a canal in 1880 but it (5) could not be finished (could /
not finish) because so many construction workers died of disease.
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Ahmad had competed in six (1) prestigious cycling competitions before, but this was the
first time he had dominated the race. When he crossed the finish line beating all his (2) rivals
, he knew it was the start of an (3) exceptional career. Whenever he participated, Ahmad
risked injury and (4) exhaustion , but his competitive nature helped him to succeed. He is an
example to (5) aspiring cyclists around the world.
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My younger sister has always had a (1) talent for music. She started piano lessons at the age
of three and her teacher was (2) astonished by how quickly she learned to play well. “She is
the most (3) outstanding pupil I have ever taught,” she said. “As well as playing the piano
brilliantly she also understands the (4) theory of music.”
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A balloon debate is a debate in which several speakers attempt to win the support of an
audience. The audience has to imagine that the speakers are flying in a hot-air balloon which
Is slowly sinking. Unless someone is thrown out of the balloon, the balloon will hit the
ground and no one will survive. Each speaker has to persuade the audience by explaining
why they should not be thrown out of the balloon. Usually each speaker takes the part of a
famous person, or a profession.
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The island of Literock has been almost destroyed by a hurricane. The islanders have lost
their homes and all their possessions. Nobody has been killed, but many people have slight
injuries. A group of four professional people have been invited to help the islanders rebuild
their community. These people are: a teacher, a doctor, an engineer and an economist. The
only way of getting to Literock is by balloon. Half-way to the island, the balloon starts to
lose height. Only one person will be able to reach the island, so the others will have to jump
into the sea. (Fortunately they are all strong swimmers.) )
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A large passenger ship 50 kilometres out to sea is in trouble and radioed for help. The
passengers are not in any immediate danger, but some are sea-sick and many of them are
very angry. The sea is rough and the weather is too bad to use a helicopter. A small boat with
four specialists is travelling towards the damaged ship. The specialists are a diver who is also
a marine engineer, a doctor, a representative of the shipping company and a police officer.
Unfortunately the boat hits a rock and starts to sink. Only one of the specialists will be able
to reach the ship before the boat sinks, so three of them will have to get out of the boat and
swim back to land.
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International rules of law

The Geneva Convention is a set of international laws that protect injured soldiers and civilians during war.
The law makes sure that every person is treated well and with respect. The first treaty was written in 1864
but it is often changed due to different types of war. It was significantly updated in 1949 after World War
Two. Syria is one of 200 countries in the world that agrees to follow the laws of the Geneva Convention.
The agreement is important because during war a country might need help from neutral organisations to care
for the wounded. The Red Crescent is one of the organisations that provides aid during times of war. It also
helps injured people during peacetime, and you may have seen ambulances with the Red Crescent symbol in
the street. Countries who follow the laws of the Geneva Convention must not attack civilians, and they are
not allowed to fight someone who is already hurt. It is illegal to ignore these rules, and a country found
guilty of committing war crimes will be tried in a court of law and can be severely punished. All soldiers,
civilians and prisoners may receive medical help from doctors and nurses. They can be taken to a hospital
without being attacked. Food can also be given to people involved in a conflict. Under the Geneva
Convention it does not matter what religion, gender or nationality a person is or what his political views are;
if someone is sick he must be treated without prejudice.
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d. Today, more and more people in Syria are using computers for activities at home, at
school or at work. Such is the demand that the government launched a scheme to allow
Syrians to purchase them more easily. Many people are using computers for all sorts of
things — writing letters, searching the Internet or just playing games. It is a great thing that
Syria has embraced modern technology so successfully, but in this essay | am going to
consider two disadvantages of computers
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b. In my opinion, the main disadvantage is that people may spend so much time on their
computers that they see less of their friends and family. Children who spend too long playing
computer games may become unsociable and forget how to communicate normally with
other people.
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a. Another result of people spending too much time at their computers is that their health
suffers. Sitting for long periods of time can hurt your eyes, cause headaches, or damage your
hands and arms. In some cases this means that people cannot do their jobs properly.
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c. There is no doubt that computers are here to stay. Some jobs and many leisure activities
would be impossible without them, but we should be aware of the possible dangers of
spending too much time at our computers.

G OS1 5 ¢ Ll Aaune o Sis gl i 5 il g (pe aalld (25 S Cian g sl sal) T S Y ¢
i g e sl <5 eliaaly A yal) Aldinall hlaall S e 05S5 0

31



9 - dadal)

Animal Migration
When we talk about animal migration we mean the movement of an animal from the place
where it has been living to a different place and the return journey to that animal’s original
home. Most animal migrations are recurrent events which happen at certain times of the year.
Animals usually migrate to find food or to raise their young.

Incredibly, most migrating animals follow the same route every year and from generation to

generation. Land animals may cross mountains or forge through rivers, while birds and
insects travel extensive distances, sometimes across continents and oceans. Fish and other
sea creatures may migrate halfway round the world. For example, the grey whale can travel
as much as 20,000 kilometres.
Many animals migrate to northern regions during the northern summer because the long
summer days mean that there is always plenty of food. In the autumn, when the weather gets
colder, many animals migrate south to find food and warmer weather (the southern summer).
Some animals migrate every year, doing the two journeys in one year, but others migrate
only if they need to find food or for more temperate weather.
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In 1975 my family left (1) (leave) England on an aeroplane. Five hours later we (2) arrived
(arrive) in Damascus, Syria. My mother (3) had been / was (be) worried about the plane
journey because she is scared of flying. But there (4) was (be) no turbulence and she (5) slept
(sleep) through the trip.

In Syria my family (6) lived (live) in a lovely apartment, which was (7) provided (provide)
by my father’s new job. My father helped to run an engineering firm that (8) built (build)
bridges. We (9) went (go) to an international school and (10) attended (attend) school with
children from all over the world. At first, it (11) was (be) difficult getting used to being away
from home, but we all (12) worked (work) hard to fit in and the locals (13) were (be) very
friendly. In 1986, my family and | (14) returned (return) to England, but | (15) loved / had
loved (love) my time in Syria. | (16) had learnt (learn) so much about an interesting culture
and (17) had made (make) so many good friends.
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C I had gone to bed just after midnight and | was only half-asleep when the wind started blowing.
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A Ten minutes later my bedroom window shattered with a terrible crash.
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B Immediately, I leapt out of bed and rushed to my brothers’ bedroom to check that Tareq and Hani
were all right.
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I When | went into their bedroom, I found Tareq staring out of the window watching the storm.
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G Our younger brother Hani was still sleeping peacefully. )
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D Luckily, he had not been woken by the noise of the wind and rain.
)@Y\ch‘)}\@u%ﬁékﬂ\wﬂ- D

E Next, Tareq and | went to check that our parents were okay. We knocked on their bedroom door.
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H There was no reply, so we opened the door and went in. I When | went into their bedroom, |
found Tareq staring out of the window watching the storm
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F Our mother was still sleeping, but our father was already dressed and doing everything he could
to protect our house from the storm. )
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Paper: new from old
The first paper was made from cloth nearly two thousand years ago in China. Although paper
can be made from all kinds of materials, such as cotton fibres, grass or sugar cane, these days
wood pulp is the material most commonly used to make ‘new paper’ — that is, paper which
contains no old or recycled paper. The modern world uses so much paper that
environmentalists have persuaded us that we should recycle old paper. There is an increasing
awareness in Syria of the need to recycle both paper and other materials. Paper-recycling
containers can now be found in some parts of the country and some government agencies
have begun paper recycling programmes. Also, there is greater education in schools about
the need to take care of our environment. Although we use wood pulp from trees to make
new paper, it is not true that recycling paper saves trees. Trees are a commercially grown
long-term crop, so that when they are cut down, new ones are planted. Also, papermakers
use the parts of trees that cannot be used in other industries such as building and furniture
making. Nearly all new paper is made from wood grown in sustainable forests.
Here are some of the facts related to producing recycled paper:
e A large proportion of household waste is paper or cardboard. About half of this is
newspapers and magazines.
e For every tonne of paper used for recycling, we save 30,000 litres of water, 3,000—4,000
kwh of electricity and reduce air pollution.
e Recycling paper is less harmful to the environment than burying it in landfill sites. This is
because paper that is buried in the ground rots and produces methane, which is a powerful
greenhouse gas.
Despite our increasing dependence on information stored on computers, there will always be
a demand for paper. In the interests of our environment, we have to make sure that we
continue to recycle as much of it as possible.
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Who are the economic migrants?

In 2003, 410,000 non-British citizens came (1) to live in the UK and 100,000 British people
returned to their home country from Spain, Australia and other countries where they had
gone to live or work. (2) In the same period, 170,000 non-British citizens left the UK to live
in other countries. 190,000 British people also left. This means a total increase (3) of
150,000 in the British population, but (4) where did all these immigrants come from and go
to? Many new arrivals (5) are economic migrants — people who come because they can earn
more money in Britain (6) than in their own country. Traditionally, many of these migrants
(7) used to come from countries in Africa or Asia, but now growing numbers are from less
developed countries in Eastern Europe such as Poland, Hungary or Russia. Many new
migrants take low-paid jobs (8) which British people do not want to (9) do , like cleaning,
picking fruit and vegetables, looking (10) after old people or doing repetitive factory work.
A minority come to work in well-paid jobs, for example as dentists or doctors. Many of these
migrants do not intend to stay in Britain, and send some of (11) their earnings home to their
families. But even though they earn higher wages than they would in their own countries,
most economic migrants (12) can only afford to live a simple life. Some share
accommodation (13) with another migrant family. British citizens who leave the UK to live
abroad go mainly to countries with warmer climates and cheaper houses, countries (14) like
Spain, Greece, France or Turkey.
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Sofia (1) (arrived / has arrived) in England from Poland seven years ago. Since then she
(2) (worked / has worked) as a primary school teacher. She (3) (went / has been) back to
Poland several times to see her family, but she (4) (never wanted / has never wanted) to
stay there. Two years ago she (5) (got married / has got married) to another teacher at her
school, and the couple (6) (recently had / have recently had) a baby. When Sofia (7) (first
arrived / has first arrived) in Britain, she (8) (didn’t imagine / hasn’t imagined) she would
settle here. For the first year she (9) (suffered / has suffered) from culture shock and (10)
(wanted / has wanted) to go home, but she (11) (quickly learned / has quickly learned) the
language and (12) (made / has made) new friends. In the seven years Sofia has been in
England, she (13) (became / has become) so used to the way of life that she really feels at
home there.
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a. A'You look very pale. Are you feeling all right?

B I’m really tired. I haven't been sleeping (not sleep) very well recently.
A Do you mean you have been waking up (wake up) very early?

B No, | haven't slept (not sleep) at all for three nights.
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b. A have you spoken (you speak) to Ibrahim recently?
B No, | haven't seen (not see) him for over a week.
A Perhaps he has been spending (spend) all his time with his family.
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c. Al have been thinking (think) about taking up tennis.
B So have I. Have you played (you play) it before?
A No, but | have watched / have been watching (watch) a lot of tennis on TV this summer,
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I (1) was walking through town the other day, when suddenly I (2) thought about my friend
Tareg. | (3) hadn't seen him for several weeks and I (4) wondered what he (5) was doing . |
(6) took out my mobile phone, when somebody (7) bumped into me. “Sorry,” I (8) said .
The person who (9) had bumped into me (10) was my friend Tareq!
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The authorities have just given the (1) (blue / green) light to the building of a new airport.
The news has come out of the (2) (black / blue), and shocked many villagers. The thought of
a new airport near their homes has made many of them see (3) (black / red). Unfortunately,
the plans have already been prepared — I’ve seen them in (4) (black / white) and (5) (black /
white).
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Feeding chickens is
destroying the climate

The rainforest of the Amazon region of Brazil in South America covers five percent of the
world’s land surface and is home to at least 30 percent of the world’s animals and plants. The
area is also the home of 220,000 people from about 180 different tribes who live deep in the
forest. The rainforest itself is an important environment but, because of its size and location,
it also plays a vital part in controlling the world’s climate. It does this by taking in carbon
dioxide and releasing oxygen. Recently, however, large areas of the Amazon rainforest have
been cut down to make more land for farmers. In the last three years, for example, 70,000
square kilometres have been destroyed — this is the same as six football pitches every
minute. Much of this destruction, which leaves the land dry and dusty, is illegal.

Farmers use most of the new land to grow soya beans, which they export to other parts of the
world to be used as animal food. Millions of chickens in western European countries are fed
on South American soya beans. Increasingly, some soya beans are also being turned into
food for human consumption; many vegetarian foods are based on soya beans.

Other areas of the rainforest are cleared by ranchers who use the land for their cattle, by
loggers who sell the valuable tropical hardwood from the trees they cut down, or by oil
companies who are trying to find more oil. These activities help to improve the economy of
the region, but at the expense of the future of the global environment.

In addition to destroying ancient forests and changing the world’s climate, deforestation is
having a devastating effect on native populations who are dependent on the rainforest for
everything they need, from food and tools to medicines and shelter.
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A world of plants

It may seem very strange, but plants are always in danger from animals which want to feed
on them. If this happens, the plant can be damaged or even killed. So, because their roots,
trunks, leaves, flowers, fruits and seeds are under constant attack from mammals, insects or
birds, plants have developed ways of protecting themselves from these enemies. Here are
some of the ways plants stop animals from attacking and eating them.

Sharp thorns and stings

Some plants which grow in dry climates, for example cactuses, store large quantities of water
in their stems. To protect themselves, they have sharp thorns. Animals will hurt themselves if
they try to get to the water from these plants. Other plants, like stinging nettles, can ‘inject’
painful or irritating substances into their enemies by means of the sharp hairs on their leaves.
Poison

There are many plants which protect themselves by poisoning their enemies. In some cases
the poison they contain is so powerful that it can kill any living thing which touches or eats
them. The poison can be in the leaves, the seeds or berries, or in other parts of the plant.
Insects

Some acacia trees in hot African countries are protected by ants which live permanently on
their branches. If an animal starts to eat the tree’s leaves, the ants attack it.

Sticky gum

Some plants, such as horse chestnut trees, are covered with a sticky substance, like wet paint,
which can prevent insects from eating them. Sometimes this substance is so strong that
insects’ feet or wings get stuck and they cannot escape.
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Dear Mike

We’re really enjoying our holiday in Lattakia. Yesterday we went swimming in the

Mediterranean. It was the first time | had swum in the sea and it was really exciting! There

are hundreds of species of fish and plants. We spotted some really colourful fish. We swam

close to them and took photos with our underwater camera. This was the best moment of my

trip. I’ll show you the photos when I get home.

Near Lattakia there is a shipwreck. We swam over the wrecked boat and we saw many sea

creatures swimming around it; it was one of the most interesting things I’ve ever seen! We

wore wetsuits, which | found a little uncomfortable, although they meant we didn’t feel the

cold at all.

We visited the nesting site of the green sea turtles that come to the shore in Lattakia to lay

their eggs. Turtles are very rare in this part of the world so we had to be really quiet so we
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didn’t disturb them! Unfortunately the day was too short, and there was so much more to see.
We’re leaving tomorrow, but if we come to Syria again, I’m going to go back to Lattakia.
We’ve done lots of other things. The day after we arrived, we ...
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Animals and their habitats
Animals live everywhere on Earth, in every terrain and in all climates. The place where an
animal lives is called its habitat and most animals can only survive in one or two different
habitats. For example, whales are sea creatures and cannot live in fresh water; lizards live in
hot climates and would die if they were moved to the Arctic. Some animals migrate between
two habitats at different times of the year. In this article, you will find out about two animals
which can live in different habitats, and one which has adapted to a particular environment.
Penguins
There are seventeen different species of penguins, including the famous Emperor penguins
and the common Chinstrap penguins. All of these live in the southern hemisphere — many in
Antarctica around the South Pole. But some live in warmer places, for example on the coasts
of South America, Africa, Australia, and the Galapagos Islands. Many of the 13 million
Chinstrap penguins live on large icebergs in the open ocean.
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Kangaroos

Kangaroos and their close relatives, wallabies, are only found naturally in Australia and
Papua New Guinea. Like wombats and koala bears, kangaroos are marsupials, which means
that when young are born they are carried by their mothers in a pouch. There are forty-five
species of kangaroos and wallabies and they live in every kind of habitat, from open plains to
forests and rocky deserts. Tree kangaroos live in remote and mountainous forest regions and
have adapted to life in trees. Unlike other kangaroos, they cannot move very fast on the
ground.

Jerboas

The jerboa lives all over Asia and Northern Africa. This animal lives in hot desert climates
and is common in the Syrian Desert. There are 25 different species of jerboa and they are
specially adapted to live in extremely dry climates. They have very short front legs and long
back legs which enable them to hop quickly over the ground to escape predators. They are
nocturnal animals, which means they sleep during the day.
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Tree kangaroos, which (1) are found (find) only in the rainforests of Australia and West
Papua, are in danger of becoming extinct for two main reasons. Firstly, they (2) are hunted /
have been hunted are being hunted_(hunt) for their meat and fur, and secondly their natural
habitat (3) is being destroyed / has been destroyed (destroy) by human activities such as
mining and farming. For several years, the Tree Kangaroo Conservation Programme (4) has
worked / has been working_(work) hard to protect a particular species, Matschie’s tree
kangaroo, which (5) lives (live) only on the northeast coast of Papua New Guinea. As part of
their work, special protected wildlife areas (6) have been created (create) by the
organisation, and the people who live here (7) have been taught (teach) how to protect tree
kangaroos and other rare animals in their region.
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The arguments for and against zoos

Zoos exist all over the world because people want to see animals that they cannot see in their own
country. They have always been popular, especially with children. However, some people believe
that they are unnatural habitats and that keeping animals in zoos is cruel. In this essay, | will discuss
some of the arguments for and against zoos.

I will start by considering two arguments in favour of zoos. First of all, many people, including
environmentalists, believe that zoos help to protect animals which are endangered. In zoos all
around the world, rare animals are bred so they increase in number and are saved from extinction. In
China, numbers of the endangered giant panda have begun to increase following successful
breeding in zoos. Eventually animals can be set free to live in the wild again. Secondly, zoos are
educational. People who visit zoos can observe unusual animals up close and learn about their
behaviour.

I will now move on to the arguments against zoos. The main objection to zoos is that it is unnatural
for wild animals to be kept in captivity. They often have to live in small cages where they cannot
move about freely. Another argument against zoos is that they may be located in places where the
climate is very different from the climate of the animal’s country

of origin.

Personally, | do not have strong feelings about zoos. | believe that they can help to protect

and preserve endangered species, but I also think that it is wrong to force animals to live in
unnatural conditions simply so that curious human beings can stare at them.
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Greenhouse gases: good or bad?

We usually think that greenhouse gases are harmful, but without these gases the climate of
the Earth would be like the climate of Mars: (1) too cold for human beings to survive.
Greenhouse gases, which include carbon dioxide and methane, keep the heat of the sun in
and prevent our planet (2) from freezing. However, (3) for the last 200 years people have (4)
been using enormous quantities of fossil fuels like coal, gas and oil. When these fuels are
burnt, they produce large amounts of carbon dioxide and (5) this keeps more of the sun’s
heat in. The result is that the temperature of the Earth (6) is rising year by year. This is
leading (7) to more extreme weather: high winds and heavy rain, which produce storms and
floods. The problem is made worse by the fact that we are destroying the world’s rainforests.
Trees naturally consume carbon dioxide, but (8) because there are fewer trees, more carbon
dioxide is released into the atmosphere. Because (9) of the increase in the Earth’s
temperature, the ice at the north and south poles is melting, and this is causing sea levels to
rise. Eventually, many areas of land which are now (10) on the coast will (11) be flooded.
Leading scientists are warning that (12) if the authorities don’t introduce new laws to reduce
greenhouse gas increases now, the results could be disastrous for life on Earth.
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How much sleep do we need?
1 How much sleep do you need each night? Do you usually get this amount? Can you catch
up on sleep you have missed at night by sleeping at other times, or do you find it difficult to
sleep during the day? The rest of this article will give you some useful information and
advice.
2 The amount of sleep human beings need varies from individual to individual. We know
that most adults need about 8 hours of sleep a day, but this number can vary greatly; ‘short
sleepers’ may need only 5 hours, whereas ‘long sleepers’ may need 9 to 10 hours. Babies
need about 16 hours a day while many teenagers need an average of 9 hours. As people get
older, they tend to need less sleep; some elderly people wake up early in the morning and
cannot sleep for more than five or six hours. Exactly how much we need depends on several
factors, including our age, our daily routine, the quality of our sleep and our genetic
make-up.

3 How do we know if we are getting enough sleep? In general, if you feel drowsy during the
day, you need more sleep. You may think that you are sleeping for long enough, but these
are some of the signs that you may need more:

you cannot concentrate at school or at work;
you find it difficult to get up in the morning;
you are moody or irritable; you have memory problems.

4 So why is it important that we get enough sleep? Sleep provides our bodies with a chance
to switch off. This allows us to recharge our mental and physical batteries and be ready for
each new day. If we have slept well, we should wake up in the morning feeling alert and
rested. People who have been deprived of sleep find it difficult to perform the simplest
activities. For example, motorists who fall asleep at the wheel are responsible for thousands
of traffic accidents every year.

5 How we sleep also affects us. When we fall asleep, our sleep can be deep and

restful or light and shallow. Shallow sleepers wake up still feeling tired, while

deep sleepers wake up refreshed.
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A- Keep moving to keep fit
Are you getting enough exercise? Most people these days agree that regular exercise is an
important part of a healthy lifestyle, especially for people who spend most of their time at
work sitting in offices. Some people find exercise boring so they make excuses to avoid
doing it, but in this article | am going to suggest a few types of exercise which everyone will
find enjoyable.
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B- Enjoy your food and stay healthy
How healthy is your diet? In the modern world, experts frequently tell us that what we eat
affects how healthy we are and how long we live. But most people like food and want to eat
the things they enjoy. In this article 1 am going to suggest how you can eat the food you
enjoy and still have a healthy diet.
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C- Thinking is good for you
One of the factors which affect how long people live and how much they enjoy their old age
is ‘brain activity’. Scientists have shown that people who keep their brains busy tend to live
long, happy lives compared with those who do not. In this article, | am going to suggest
some interesting and enjoyable ways in which you can keep your brain active.
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Capital Cities

The capital city of a country is very often its greatest city, with the largest population and the most
important administrative buildings. Capital cities house government offices, as well as embassies
from other countries. They are also financial centres, containing national and international banks
and other financial institutions.

Damascus is no different from other capital cities in this respect — it is the seat of government and
the economic and cultural centre of Syria. With a population of around 5 million people, Damascus
is the biggest city in Syria. The city has a rich history, and is considered the oldest city in the world.
It has been continually inhabited for thousands of years. The commercial and administrative centre
of the city is located in the modern part of the city, outside the ancient walls.

Brasilia, the capital city of Brazil, is both similar to and different from Damascus. Like Damascus, it
is an administrative centre and contains the key political buildings and institutions. However, unlike
Damascus, Brasilia is not the major cultural or economic centre of Brazil. The population of Brasilia
is only around 2.5 million people, which is a tiny fraction of the huge Brazilian population.

Built in the late 1950s, it is a new city and has only been the capital of Brazil since 1960. It took
over from Rio de Janeiro, which remains a major economic and cultural centre, as well as having a
population of many millions more. Brasilia is a very modern city and because it is so new, planners
were able to strictly regulate its layout. It is divided into sectors, with specific zones for business,
industry, government and residential areas.
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A- This architect-designed house has two storeys and is located in a village two kilometres
from the sea. It has a tiled roof which provides shady areas on both the ground floor and
first floor. The house is surrounded by a colourful garden which has been well looked
after. The property overlooks a luxurious swimming pool.
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B- This two-storey modern house is situated on the outskirts of a medium-sized town. It is
surrounded by a large garden with a lawn, trees, shrubs and hedges. It has a flat roof and
there are balconies outside the first floor windows. It is painted white and there are no
other houses nearby.
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C- This two-storey modern building is located in a residential area in the suburbs of a large
city. It has a small garden with recently planted trees and shrubs. The property is
surrounded by a low wall which separates it from a quiet street. The house has a flat roof.
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Traditional crafts in Aleppo

Syria has undergone a period of modernisation in the last few years, with new buildings and
Improved transportation services in its cities. Yet it remains an ancient land that has enjoyed
involvement and interaction with many different civilisations over the last ten thousand
years.

Syria’s historical importance and its crucial location at the crossroads of several ancient
trading routes mean that a wide variety of crafts have developed. However, the fast pace of
globalisation is threatening the skilled local artisans who strive to preserve these wonderful
traditions. As cheaper, mass-produced goods are imported from abroad, it is important that
people are made aware of these traditional crafts and those who practise them.

In the city of Aleppo there is a market dedicated to protecting hand-made copper goods, to
ensure that this ancient craft does not vanish. Copper artefacts have been discovered all over
the region. Some of these artefacts date to the Bronze Age, around 3000 BCE. Historians
have identified a number of uses for the material including weaponry, jewellery and
ornaments. These items give us information about the way ancient peoples lived and
interacted.

The Aleppo Craftsmen Union is trying to revive this world-famous industry by establishing
a training centre and promoting the local and regional trade of copper products. There are
several processes involved in the production of copper goods, including cutting, welding and
ornamentation. The metal then has to be thoroughly cleaned before it is suitable for sale.
Currently, only a small handful of artisans continue to practise this craft. However, local
people are being encouraged to learn the skills needed to make ornate copper items which
will be suitable for commercial sale.
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City or Country?

I was born in the country, and for the first eighteen years of (1) my life I lived there. My
family’s farm was in the middle of nowhere, five kilometres (2) from our nearest neighbours
and ten from the nearest school, shops and post office. As a child, | enjoyed the open-air life,
but when | was eighteen | went (3) to university and couldn’t believe how incredible city life
(4) was . In comparison with my life on the farm, my new life was exciting, challenging and
very varied. | (5) got to know a lot of new people and | went to many places. (6) Of course
everything moves much more quickly in the city, and that (7) can sometimes be stressful, but
at least you know you’re alive. In the country, you sometimes forget! Obviously, city life (8)
has its disadvantages, like the noise, the traffic and the crowds of people, but these things
don’t worry (9) me too much. I don’t drive, (10) so traffic problems and parking difficulties
don’t affect me. It only takes me ten minutes to get to the supermarket by taxi, whereas in the
old days in the country, a shopping trip (11) used to take half a day. Maybe I’ll want to go
back to the peace and quiet of the country one day, (12) but for now I’'m enjoying the hustle
and bustle of city life.
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Climbing Everest

In 1953, Edmund Hillary became the first person to reach the summit of Mount Everest, the
highest mountain in the world at 8,848 m. Hillary, from New Zealand, and his Nepalese
climbing companion, Tenzing Norgay were part of the 9th British expedition to attempt to
reach the summit.
Over 350 people took part in the expedition that set out from Kathmandu in April 1953.
There were Sherpas, doctors, cooks, porters and many others. There were eleven climbers in
total and they climbed in groups of two.
Hillary and Norgay left the camp to climb to the summit on May 28th, and for much of the
climb they had to overcome extreme cold, strong winds, dizzying heights and dangerously
low levels of oxygen. Temperatures were below freezing point and they were at constant risk
of getting frostbite. The two men did not have the same sophisticated equipment that is used
today, and the extremely high altitude could have caused serious medical problems.
They made it to the top where they took the photograph that proved they had reached the
highest point on earth. Hillary was a modest man and attributed his success to the whole
team who supported him throughout the attempt. News reached the United Kingdom just
before the coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il and the team of climbers received special medals
and international recognition.
Hillary was a born explorer and conquering Everest was the first in a series of achievements.
He led an expedition to the South Pole and scaled several other peaks in the Himalayas. He
later established the Himalayan Trust, an organisation committed to helping the Nepalese
Sherpa communities. The trust has helped to build hospitals and schools and has improved
communication and transport links to the area.
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Hi,

Thanks for the email. It’s not long now till we go, is it? I’ve been making a few last-minute
preparations this morning. I’ve decided what clothes and other personal things to take, but
obviously we need to decide about the things we need for camping.

I know we’ve already agreed on the essential things, like the tent, sleeping bags and first-aid
Kit, but there are other things we may or may not need. Do you think we should take our own
cooking equipment? I expect we’ll buy food mostly, but it might be a good idea to take a
small gas cooker so that we can prepare our own food. And how about a large water
container? If we don’t take plenty of water with us, we might run out. That’d be awful if it
gets very hot. Is there anything else we should take? Let me know what you think. I’m really
looking forward to this break. I’1l give you a ring tomorrow morning.

See you soon. )
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Built for safety

Road tunnels, through mountains or under rivers and seas, make car journeys shorter and
faster. Some of the long tunnels, like those through the Alps, were incredible engineering
achievements when they were first built. For example, the 11-kilometre-long Mont Blanc
Tunnel between France and lItaly, which was opened in 1965, massively reduced journey
times between the two countries. But in recent years, with the increase in freight traffic using
tunnels, there have been some terrible accidents.
So when planners were designing the 24.5-kilometre Laerdal Tunnel in Norway, safety was
one of their main concerns. People have known for some time that the main factors which
cause accidents in long tunnels are tiredness and claustrophobia — a fear of being in small
spaces. Drivers can easily fall asleep in tunnels because the view never changes — there is
nothing to keep them awake. This can lead to accidents caused by vehicles driving into the
sides of the tunnel. So experts, including psychologists, did research to find out how they
could make the 20-minute journey through their new tunnel less monotonous. After
experiments, they decided to build the tunnel in four sections with “halls” between them.
The halls are wider and higher than the main tunnel and have special lighting similar to a
sunrise. The idea is that drivers will feel refreshed as they drive through the halls.
The halls have two other purposes related to safety: if there is an accident on the road ahead,
drivers can turn round in the halls and return the way they came. There are also lay-bys in
the halls where drivers can stop and rest. The Laerdal Tunnel also has an efficient ventilation
system which responds to the amount of traffic in the tunnel. Air pollution is monitored by
staff in a control room.
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Some of the most important (1) historical (history) sites in the world will be destroyed if sea
levels rise as expected in the next 100 years. The (2) destruction (destroy) will be
particularly serious in low-lying cities, such as Venice in Italy.

Some of the (3) buildings (build) have already been damaged by the floods which regularly
hit the city. In some places (4) archaeologists (archaeology) are working against the clock to
explore sites before they are lost beneath the water forever. Cities like London are planning
the (5) constructions (construct) of new flood defence schemes.
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Safety in tunnels: Recommendations
In the light of a number of serious accidents and fires in tunnels in recent years, this report
makes a number of recommendations which will reduce the risk of accidents and fires and
minimise the impact of any that occur.
1Escape routes
It is essential that drivers and their passengers are able to get out of a tunnel if there is an
accident or fire. We have two recommendations which will help make this possible. Firstly,
tunnels should be made wide enough in places to allow vehicles to turn round and go back
the way they came. Secondly, there should be separate tunnels for pedestrians in case people
need to walk to safety.
2 Accident Prevention
It may be impossible to eliminate accidents altogether, but we have several recommendations
which will reduce this risk. Firstly, all road tunnels over 10 kilometres long should be
divided into sections, with rest areas between the sections. Secondly, the decoration of each
section should be different. This “change of view” will make the journey less monotonous
for drivers and help to prevent them from falling asleep. Lastly, tunnels should be well
ventilated.
3 Traffic management
Finally, the flow of traffic through tunnels should be regulated. This will improve overall
safety. We believe that if only one vehicle is allowed into a tunnel every five seconds, there
Is less chance of a multi-vehicle accident. We also recommend that heavy lorries should be
escorted by special safety vehicles.
If these recommendations are accepted, we believe that the accident rate in tunnels could be
reduced by over 75%.
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Mathematical geniuses
In ancient times, Arab mathematicians led the world in their subject. This article looks at the
origins of two branches of mathematics: arithmetic and algebra.
Arithmetic
Musa al-Khawarizmi from Khawarizm, who lived from 780 to 850 CE, was one of the
world’s greatest mathematicians. He wrote the earliest Islamic works on arithmetic and
algebra, which were the main authority on the subject for many years. He made Greek and
Hindu mathematical knowledge comprehensible to people of his time and supported the use
of Hindu numerals. He is particularly famous for being the author of the oldest Arabic work
on arithmetic known as Kitabul Jama wat Tafriq.
Another mathematician, Al-Nasawi, wrote Al-Mughni Fil Hissab Al-Hindi in which he
explained fractions and other complex ideas in a modern way. He also introduced the
decimal system in place of the sexagesimal system, which was based on the number sixty,
rather than the number ten. A third scholar, Nasir-ud-din Toosi, wrote many valuable books,
including Al-mutawassat, a concise explanation of arithmetic in Arabic and Persian. Arabic
numerals were the greatest contribution made by Arab thinkers to mathematics. The most
important of these numerals was zero, which was used in the Arab world at least 250 years
before it was known in the West. Before the invention of zero it was necessary to arrange all
figures in columns to differentiate between tens, hundreds, thousands, etc.
Algebra
The word algebra comes from the Arabic Al-Jabr. Al-Khawarizmi was the author of Hisab
Al-Jabr Wal Mugabala, an exceptional work on algebra which includes analytical solutions
to linear and quadratic equations. This work, which was translated into Latin in 1145,
introduced algebra into Europe.
Better known as a poet and philosopher, Omar Khayyam, who lived from 1048 to 1133 CE,
was also an astronomer and mathematician who wrote an excellent book on algebra. His
work dealt mainly with geometric and algebraic solutions to equations.
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| left the office at midday, (1) planning to meet my friend Mazen for lunch. | arrived at our
usual meeting place and waited, (2) expecting my friend to arrive at any minute. After about
half an hour | began to worry, (3) thinking that Mazen might have been involved in an
accident. | tried ringing him several times, eventually (4) leaving a message on his
answering machine. After (5) waiting for nearly an hour, | decided that Mazen was not
going to come, so | went back to work. | sat down at my desk, (6) feeling very hungry
because I hadn’t had any lunch. Then my phone rang. It was Mazen, (7) apologizing for
having missed lunch. My fears were correct. He had had a car accident and he was phoning
from the hospital.
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How to make a wide-brimmed hat
c First, collect together all the materials you will need. These are a tape measure, a pencil, a
ruler, a pair of scissors, a roll of sticky tape, a large piece of card, about 60 cm square and a
smaller piece of card, about 10 cm x 65 cm.
f Measure your head with the tape measure. Then measure the smaller piece of card to the
same size. Stick one end of the card to the other end. This is the ‘head part’ of the hat.
b Very gently stick the head part of the hat to the middle of the large piece of card. Don’t
stick it too firmly. Draw a circle around it. Then detach the head part and put it away until
later.
g Use the ruler and pencil to draw a second circle 15 cm outside the first circle.
a Now use the ruler and pencil to make marks 2 cm inside the small circle, to draw an even
smaller circle. Join the marks together. Now you have three circles.
e Cut out the biggest circle and the smallest circle. Cut little tabs around the edge of the
remaining circle. Pull the tabs up.
d Place the head part on top of the first circle you drew. Fold and stick the tabs inside it.
Well done! You’ve finished! Now you have a wide-brimmed hat!
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Everest: The final challenge

Until 1953, nobody (1) climbed Mount Everest, the highest mountain in the world. Then in
1953, the mountaineer Edmund Hillary and the Nepalese Tenzing Norgay succeeded (2)
reaching the summit. In the next thirty years there were other Everest ‘firsts’, including the
first solo climb and the first climb (3) a woman.

All these people had taken bottles of oxygen (4) help them climb, but many mountaineers
wanted to climb using their natural ability, without oxygen.

Two of these (5) Reinhold Messner and Peter Habeler. In 1975, they amazed people by
climbing Gasherbrum, the 11th highest mountain in (6) world, without oxygen. When
Messner and Habeler started planning to climb Everest without oxygen, other

climbers called (7) foolish. They warned them that the oxygen levels (8) the top of Everest
were so low that breathing would (9) difficult, and that the men would risk brain damage if
they did this. However, Messner and Habeler did (10) listen and made their first attempts in
April 1978. After two failures, they nearly gave up but decided to make a final attempt.

At these very high altitudes, with so little oxygen in the air, everything the men did took
much longer (11) normal. Every few metres, they fell down exhausted and had to rest.
Eventually, at about 2 pm (12) May 8™ 1978, Messner and Habeler became the first men to
reach the summit of Everest without oxygen.
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