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Abstract

The United States Image as Seen by the Palestinian
Instructors

(Hebron University <Jerusalem University and Al

Najah University as a model)

This studies aims at identifying the image of the USA as seen by the
Palestinian instructors universities namely (Birzei <Najah < Hebron). The
study is specifically after answering the following questions:

-How 1s the US image among the Palestinian Universities
instructors? Do such instructors distinguish between the American
government and the American individual? Does American foreign policy
play a role in identifying the attitudes of the Palestinian people towards
the USA?

-How far do the Palestinian university instructors desire to
immigrate to the US? Are there significant differences concerning the
desire to immigrate to the US when dividing the subject according to
gender?

-What are the data sources for Palestinian instructors about the US?
What is the role of the Palestinian media in forming the image of the US
among the Palestinian university instructors? Did the US campaign to
ratify the American image affect the Palestinian university instructors?

-Are there significant differences in the image of the US among the
Palestinian university instructors when the subjects are categorized
according to gender ¢ scientific qualification ¢ the economic level of the
family ¢ the university they teach in it ¢« and the political affiliation?

This study is a descriptive analytical method research where the

survey (questionnaire) was used because it is one of the best tools to



achieve the goals of this study. The researcher picked a non-random
sample of the three universities (Jerusalem ¢ Najah and Hebron). This
non-random sample is appropriate for this study because of the
parallelism among instructors in their view of and attitude towards the US
image. The researcher rate ¢ 200 questionnaires represent Palestinian
university instructors on the subject of the study.

The researcher used the quantitative and qualitative approach where
she collected the necessary data from the questionnaire which was
designed by the researcher and it was made up of three parts. It was given
to a group of referees to check its validity and credibility. It was also
applied to a preliminary sample of the study subjects.

The subjects distinguished between the American government and
the American individuanaly. The subjects believe that the American
foreign policy was generally the cause of the negative image they hold
against the US. There was confusion among the people. That was evident
from the answers given by the subjects.

It was clear while testing the statistically significant differences that
there are no differences among the subjects on the image of the US when
they are categorized according the scientific qualification. Still there were
relative differences when the subjects were categorized according to
gender ¢« economic level of the family ¢ the university they study at and
the political affiliation.

As for the Palestinian media it was clear that it had very little impact
on the subjects of the study. The subjects were not sure on quality of the
programs broadcast on such media and this is valid evidence that they do
not follow up on such programs.

Based on the study findings ¢ the researcher recommends the

following:



Furthermore ¢« based on the close consideration of the study and
having reviewed the theoretical literature ¢ the researcher can suggest the
following recommendations which can be summarized as follows:

- The need for the media to perform its duties on the basis of
professionalism along with conveying the true image as well as not
to exaggerate in communicating the news.

- The media should adhere to the international principles and
norms and move away from the political hatchet and extremism.

- The need to focus on cultural exchange programs among
countries since they contribute to highlight the real part of the other
image and help people to get to know and understand each other.

- The need to disseminate the findings of the present study to
those interested.

- The need to conduct studies on other variables (image of the
Palestinians among Americans) ¢ and therefore examine ways of
improving the image of the Palestinian people among American
people.

- The researcher recommends the need for moral and physical
support to Palestinian media to keep up with the transfer of local
and international news.

- The need for media to have credibility in showcasing image
of the other with its positive and negative aspects.

- From the findings of this study ¢ it is clear that the political
position of the U.S. government have affected the image of U.S.
among the Palestinian people. Therefore the researcher believes
that the U.S. government should conduct a radical change in its

foreign policy ¢ particularly towards Arab countries.
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