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History of Poetry Poetry is an imaginative awareness of experience expressed through
meaning, sound, and rhythmic language choices so as to evoke an emotional response. It
has been known as music of ideas and employs metre and rhyme, but this is by no means

necessary.




In fact, poetry has been around for thousands of years. However, we might think of the
epic poem as the first instance of poetry, appearing as early as the 20th century B.C. The
Epic of Gilgamesh is often cited as one of the earliest works of epic poetry, dating back to
the 18th century B.C. Consisting of Sumerian poems, it's a text that was discovered
through many different Babylonian tablet versions during archaeological excavations.

A list of the most not able works of epic poetry _ at least in the Western world _ would
have to include the lliad and the Odyssey, both works of Greek mythology that have been
attributed to the poet Homer.

Throughout history, poetry has appeared in different forms. The sonnet form became best
known as an English poetic form through the work of William Shakespeare in the 16th
century. Where did the poetic form lead after the sonnet? Ellzabéthan poetry of the 1500s
soon shifted into Restoration Poetry and @ marked turn away frem the sonnet.

Following the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, the English Restoratlon‘pe”nod, from 1660 to
1689, saw the rise of literary elites, such as John Dryden, perhaps one of the best-known
names of English llterary criticism, translation, drama, and poetry.

The form of the mock heroic and the use of poetic form for satire didn't end with Dryden

Alexander Pope, most famous for his work The Rape of the Lock (1712), carried on 4
Dryden’s tradition of using poetry for comedic ends. ‘ o

Poetry was for"ecenturies.‘._a i mm agt, and writers such as Spenser. i ‘
Blake, Words rth, Tennﬂ ng’ created a world of beauty, aﬁﬁ y
forms, as end'g.mng as the painting of the Renaissance or the music of the classical agé::, J
Their work became part of the English consciousness. ,

1gi 2fry could be seen in terms of a tension between formal mastery
and individual expression, a tension in which the Romantic Movement was crucial in
focusing attention on the personal vision of the poet. Blake, Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats,
Tennyson and Whitman were exploring their own selfhood and their response to the world;
they were no longer interested in perfecting existing models, or in being part of any school.

Yet by the 20th and 21st centuries, Modernism and the waves of change brought about by
world war also influenced poetry, resulting in works by poets with distinct voices who came
to enjoy global circulation. Poetry may no longer enjoy this position of centrality in our
culture, but the music of ideas that these poets developed is still among the most precious
legacies that we have received from the past. This history explores that legacy and shows
how vital and challenging modern poetry can still be.

Adapted from "A Brief History of Poetry"
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1 a group of people who have 'a Iot of powerand mfluence becausethey have money,
knowledge, or special skills...elites
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1. Homer 2 Shakespeare 3 John Dryden
4.Alexande Pope. 5. Keats
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Figures of Speech in Poetry
*A metaphor is a figure of speech that describes an object or acf n in a way that isn't
literally true, but helps explain‘an idea ort make a comparison. phors are used in

poetry, literature, and anytime someone Wants to add some color to their language.
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e.g. The streets were a furnace. | can't walk anymore.
OV ay ) kil Y 8 e ke § sl GilS JBA i e

* A simile is a phrase thatises “Ms& to describe. For example  be
described as similar to “a box of chocolates®. You know you've spotted one when yol
the words like or as in a com arison. = :
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and/or feelings o oken of as if it were human. It is a common form of metaphor in that
human characteristics are attributed to nonhuman things.
e.g. | like onions, but they don't like me.
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What of device is used in each sentence?

1 He was as brave as a lion.....A similer
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2 "All the world's a stage and all the men and women merely players; they have their exits
and their entrances;" William Shakespeare: As You Like it.
A metaphore
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3 "Death lays its icy hands on kings."...Personification

"l ylall e Baaniall asy auiay cipall”,

4 "My love is like a red rose..."...A similer
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5 "Death! Where i IS thy sting? O grave! Where is thy victory?... Personification
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1 I m sony thls off ice |s so dlrty but |t can t be cleaned (can't / clean) until tomorrow
morning.

2 These clothes are designed (design) for daily use, so you can wear them wherever you
want.

3 Many offices of large companies have been built (build) in the town centre recently.

4 All the goods that were purchased yesterday have defects, so they are being sent (send)
back to the manufacturer right now.

5 Camera footage shows that illegal goods were smuggled (smuggle) into the warehouse

last week.




6 The poor bird was captured (capture) and all its efforts to escape from the trap were in
vain.

7 The hotel near our office was closed because it had been renovated (renovate) by the
owner.

8 Your car is a death trap. |gRould have been sefshould / send) to the scrap years ago

2Nt : yassive.

1 My nelghbour dlsappeared SiX months ago | haven't seen him since then.
My neighbour disappeared six months ago .He hasn't been seen since then .
2 The organizers will exhibit the paintings till the end of the month.
The paintings will be exhibited by the organizers till the end of the month .
3 Scientists expect that people will live on Mars in 2050.
+ Itis expected by scientists that people will live on Mars-in 2005
4 Police officers were examining the evidence when the lights went off.
The evidence was being examined by the police officers when the lights went off.
5 The committee asked me same difficult questions in the inte esterday.

It was asked by the committee some difficult quesllons ln the interview ,
6 Sami's parents must have brought him tip to be more polite. yesterday
Sami must have§e« brought up by his parents to be more polite. ~

I

7 After the interview, the owner had already offered me the job at his bank.

After the intervie had already been offered the job by the owner at his bank
Al '

After the interview , the job had been offered to me by the owner at his bank .

|

A
Pl'ﬂlllinent Figure in English Literatlre

John Keats (1795-1821) was a prominent English poet in the second generation of the
Romantic era, along with Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley.

18

He devoted his short life to the perfection of a poetry marked by vivid imagery, great
touching appeal, and an attempt to express a philosophy through classical legend. His
reputation grew after his early death, and he was greatly admired in the Victorian Age. His



influence can be seen in the poetry of Alfred Lord Tennyson.

The son of a stable manager, John Keats received relatively little formal education. After
his father died in 1804, Keats had close emotional ties to his sister, Fanny, and his two
brothers, George and Tom. The Keats children lived with their widowed grandmother at
Edmonton, Middlesex. John started school at Enfield. At school Keats was noted as an
aggressive guy but in 1809 he began to read eagerly.

John Keats was trained by a surgeon in 1811. He broke off the training in 1814 and went to
London, where he worked as a dresser, or junior house surgeon, at Guy’s and St. Thomas'
hospitals. His literary interests had been crystallised by this time, and after 1817, he
devoted himself entirely to poetry. From then until his early death, the story of his life was
largely the story of the poetry he wrote. 4

John Keats wrote sonnets, odes, and epié;__. All his greatest poetry v
year, 1819: Lamia, The Eve of St. Agnes, the great odes: To a Nightingale, On Melancholy,
and To Autumn, and the two unfinish Versmns of an epic on Jyperion. Todéy his poems
and letters remain among the most popular and analysed in Engllsh literature. Keats is
remarkably a senzg‘e collector, organiser and transmitter of sensations, who tasted to the

s written in a single

full, the beauties e world and sought to increase them in his writings.
c
Adapted from The Romantic Poets
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b. Skim the text then match the following headings with the suitable paragraph.

a. What was John Keats' childhood like?
b. What was John Keats’ occupation?

c. What did John Keats write?

d. Why is John Keats important?

: s ;
¢ .Match the words in the bo; with their_.qeﬁniit‘ions. ﬁ,‘. &

»\

a. a serious and up trequest appeaf
°““'L“ Jals, JL; A_JL
b. to dedicate or to give an amount of time, attention, etc lo something devon /

a8 el IS ) Ly pLaialy Sl a8 ele ) 5l g 53
c. a poem or song wrltteﬁl in order to ?ralse a person or an event d. ode
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e.having an extremely stmt\g desire to do or have a lot of something . £
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c. Decide if the following statements are True or False. Correct the false ones.
1. John Keats Mred one of the early romantic poets. F

Oatasila gl el pmll Jil gl e LS (g iimg

John Keats was a prominent English poet in the second generation of the Romantic era
aibe sl seanll G (SGN daadl 81750 U ulad] Vel AS Gga OIS

2. Keats'poetry contained lively and attractive images. T

Dliag Lps o o A4S g gl

3. Keats' was a well-known and influencing during his lifef

Alas S8 gy By jaa S IS

His reputation grew after his early death .
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4. Keats' literary interests appeared before he worked at hospitals. F
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Keats' literary interests appeared by the time he had worked at hospitals
il 3 agd Jaay S o) gl A Lol (A clldal c el

5. "To a Nightingale” is one of Keats' greatest epics. T

“To a Nightingale" JaS sade aliel e saaly &

d. Complete the following sentences with information from the text.

ﬁema?y a

il 5 ailiad Jlas Laxs eats u‘ Ja)h Keatsk,al- JSy (s u-q-\aw d-u-.whu; ¢-‘-> A

1. Keats rel: ationship with his family was close emotional .
A5y Lible ddlile ae i€ d8e cilS .
2 The story of the poetry he wrote was the:
Gl s S 43S 3yl L ;
3. When we analyse Keats ;@ns and letters:

sensitive collector, amset:gnd transmiitter of sensations .

a. Simile

3. The boat was tossed like a cork on the waves.

a. b. Metaphor  c. Personification

4. "Shall | compare thee to a summer's day? Thou art more lovely and more temperate”:
Sonnet 18: Willi Shakespeare
a. Simile b. phor c. Personification
5. Blind justice was not on his sude

a. Simile b. Metaphor

Pronunciation




Match the correct sentence to its implied meaning according to the words in italics.

“Peter told John that a deal like this wasn't allowed."
eg.1&b

—

. “Peter told John that a deal like this wasn't allowed”

b. It clarifies that Peter, as opposed to someone else, told John not to make the deal.
2. “Peter told John that a deal like this wasn't allowed.”

a. It clarifies that John was told not to make the deal, not someone else

3. "Peter told John that a deal like this wasn't allowed

c. It emphasizes the fact that John had been told not to make the deal but did so anyway.
4. “Peter told John that a deal like this wasn't allowed.” {

c. It emphasizes that Peter said the deal was not allowed, indicating that John thought or
said the opposite. IS k|

250 & 319

TN . M passive Voice

a. Change the following sentences into passive as in the example.
e.g. People say Tom CruiseistheFichest movie star. )
* Itis said that Tom Cruise is the richest movie star.

railway line was buried under tol ch
railway line was buried under of rocks and earth.

nate that 1500 square kilometeres of rainforests is cut every year.
It is estimat vironmentalists that 1500 square kilometeres of rainforests
is cut every year.
3. Jane's friends have thought that she is furious at losing her job.

It has been thought by Jane's friends that she is furious at losing her job.

4. Students claim that this examination will be the most difficult one.

It is claimed that this examination will be the most difficult one.

5. The professor is showing his students the results of his research in the laboratory now.

1. They reported that the ‘ocks and earth.

The professor's students are being shown the
results of his research in the laboratory now

6. The government will pay Dr. Mahmoud 20 million Syrian pounds for his great invention.
Dr. Mahmoud will be paid :bY the government 20million Syrian poufdsor his great

invention .



7. The secretary has told the manager some bad news about the new project.

The manager has been told by the secretary bad news about the new project

8. The teacher was asking us a very difficult question when the school bell rang.

We were being asked by the teacher a very difficult question when the school bell

rang

b. Change the following questions using the passive voice.
e.g. Where do manufacurers make glass containers?
Where are glass containers made by manufacurers?

1. When is he going to pay the taxes?

When are the taxes going be to be paid by him ?

2. How much do they spend on these activities?
How muchare these activities spent on

3. Will you pay uie fine tomorrow? A
Will the fine be paid by tomorrow by ye
4. Has anybody shown you

Have you been shown what to do by n

at to do? ,Jf N

d y! ‘ i
5. Why didn't they mend the roof before it fell down? <4
Why wasn't the rﬁ?leﬂd%efore it fell down ? (by them) '

Follow-up question

1. I've heard that a huge amount of oil
has just been found in my country.

o ki) (e ALl 4pag o gall ) glal) o3 4 Cimans B
sk

d. Could this have an impact on the price
of petrol for car drivers?

] G5l e o G I 98y O Sy O
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2. My perfect house would be high in the
mountains.

a. Don’t you think you'd feel isolated?
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3. Many celebrities like to get involved in
charity work.
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f. Do you mean it's worth working for
nothing?
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4. | heard that constant texting can
cause brain disorders.

Gl ) Sy B palacal) dpail) Jibu ) o) e
flaall b Syl haa)

¢. But what could be the reason behind
that?
2 el 5y candl (558 o) Sy 13 oS0

5. The government in my country has
extended the school day by one hour
each da g/ p sl aady galy (B dagsal) Cuald
pa JSinalgdelay.

g. How have the students reacted?

gl Jad 3y S S
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6. About 85% of the world's population
now own a mobile phone.

e. How long have you had yours?
¢ e GliG Al jla oS
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