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tise that the author has obtained material from his
previous work on the subject, entitled Gharibn’l-Hadrs.
Fortunately the State Iibrary possessed a very old, but
incomplete, copy Of the same, which I consulted to
identify some words. On reference to this MS., I came
across the words of the same kind as collected in the
treatise, which had escaped the notice of the learned
guthor. These I have collected and added at the end
of the treatise. I hope that these also will be found
useful to Arabic scholars.

As I have already dealt with the life of the author
and his work in my Arabic preface to this edition, I
would only add here that Dr. Brockelmann's Geschiclite
der arabischen Litteratur, Vol. I, pp. 106-107, and its
Supplement, Vol. I, pp. 166-167 may also be read in
this connection.

Finally, I thank Muhammad As‘ad Barridah, for-
merly Librarian of the Khedivial Library, Cairo, for his
kindness in supplying me with the copy, and I con-
gratulate Messrs. Sharafuddin & Sons for having printed
the text so nicely from movable type, and contributed
to refine the taste of the Indian public which is still
enamoured of the old Lithographic printing.

A' 1. ‘AnsHT,
Librarian.



PREFACE

I have no doubt that the publication of the small
lexicographienl treatise of Abi ‘Ubaid Al-Qisim b. Sallim
Al-Harawi Al-Baghdidi (d. A.H. 224=A.D. 838), contain-
ing 149 equivocal words, and known as Retabu'l-Ajnas
min  Kalami'l-*Arab, will be highly appreciated by
scholars interested in Arabic literature. The value of
the work, ascribed to one of the early philologists of the
Arabic language, is further enhanced by the fact that
it gives new explanations of several words which were
unfortuuately left out even in such comprehensive works
as Jasam'l=Aral and Taju’ls. (ras.

The treatise first attracted vy attention in 1929,
whon I was most graciously permitted by the authorities
to study in tho Btate Library of Rampur. During the
intervals of my work I used to copy the MS. with a
viow to prepare a critical edition of the text with the
help of other lexicographical works available in the
library. I soon renlised that it was a guite recent tran-
seription by a careless seribe, and, as such, full of mis-
londing mistakes, to rectify which it became necessuwry
to collate other MSS. On coming to know that a MS.
oxisted in the Khedivial Library of Cairo, 1 requested
Mubanimad As‘ad Barrddab, the Librarian of the Xhe-
divinl Iibrary, to kindly send me a photostat copy. He
complied with my request and supplied we with one,
which proved older and move relinble than the Rainpuar
MS. Hrom these two MSS. [ prepared this edition, for
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