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Type of Formed Element Cell Function Description No. of Cells/mm? Life Span
Platelets Play role in blood clotting Fragments of a megakaryocyte; 250,000-500,000 5-10 days
we o= small, purple-stained granules in
e <
’g‘,ﬁ. '3 .:; ; cytoplasm
) :‘.O'OQQ @
«® oge @
White Blood Cells (WBCs; leukocytes)
Granulocytes

Neutrophils Consume bacteria by phagocytosis Multiiobed nucieus, clear-staining 3000-7000 8~72 hours
— cytoplasm, inconspicuous granules

Eosinophils Consume antibody-antigen complex Large, pink-staining granules in 100400 8-12 days
by phagocytosis; attack parasitic cytoplasm, bilobed nucleus
worms

Basophils Release histamine, which attracts Large, purple-staining cytoplasmic 20-50 3-72 hours

white blood cells to the site of inflam- granules; bilobed nucleus
mation and widens blood vessels

Give rise to macrophages, which Gray-blue cytoplasm with no gran- 100-700 Several months
consume bacteria, dead cells, and ules; U-shaped nucleus
cell parts by phagocytosis

Lymphocytes Attack damaged or diseased cells, Round nucleus that aimost fills 1500-3000 Many years
or disease-causing organisms; pro- the cell
duce antibodies
Red Blood Cells (RBCs; erythrocytes)
s Transport oxygen and carbon dioxide Biconcave disk, no nucleus 4-86 million About 120 days
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