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The Aqlam Exhibition features a unique and original collection of the different
styles and seripts of magnificent Arabic calligraphy, such as the Thuluth seript,
the Naskh, the Ta’liq, the Diwani, the Thuluth Al Jali, the Diwani Al Jali to name
but a few. The exhibition also presents artifacts that represent the finest and most
beautiful works of the art of gilding, and some of the exquisite creations of Ebru
artists (the art of drawing on an aqueous surface). Ebru is an ancient Islamic art
that dates back more than 1000 years. Not many people are familiar with this art
and many have not even heard of it.

The exhibition presents a closer look at the development stages of the Mus’haf
of Qatar from beginning to end. It presents the original copies of the 122
calligraphers who participated in the preliminary rounds of the competition
before the finals, as well as a works of comparison between artists Obaida Al
Banki and Sabah Al-Arbili up to the final stages. The exhibition will also include
the original gilding copies of the Mus’haf, and finally visitors will be able to see
the original copy of the Mus’hat of Qatar for the first time.

The exhibition also includes a number of live art workshops of calligraphy, gilding
and Ebru that will allow visitors to observe great artists at work on fine artistic
pieces, which is in itself a unique experience.

In this exhibition, we have taken into account the diversity of participation in
terms of the type of art as well as geographical diversity, whereby the exhibition
will include famous artists from Turkey, Spain, Bosnia, Britain, Syria, Egypt,
Kuwait, UAE, Sudan and Iraq. All of these celebrated artists are hosted by Fanar,
and for them to be together in one place is truly a unique opportunity and an
extraordinary event. All visitors will receive their name written in Arabic seript
by the most famous calligraphers in the world on a card designed especially for
the occasion, to be kept as an amazing souvenir from the Agqlam Exhibition.

On this occasion, a specialised institute for the preparation and rehabilitation of
young talented Qatari calligraphers will be inaugurated. Furthermore, there will
be an attempt to record the biggest gilded painting in the world in the Guinness
Book of World Records through Fanar.

The exhibition will be held from 10th to 15th March 2010 at Fanar, Qatar Islamic
Cultural Centre, Doha.
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Oh God, forgive me and my parents,
in Jali Thuluth script

5 ot il A (G181 oY 52810)
ool Gealiatly Lol a3l 5,30

Gl ey el da e ] il dadey dong! (o 11 (om0l )
Al Basmala written in Thuluth Jali script inside a typical dot with a traditional ink
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Ya Kafi a very beautiful mirror design in Jali Thuluth
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Calligrapher: Ahmed Fares Rizk born in Egypt in 1980.

Specialization: B.A. in Arabic Language. Calligraphy Diploma, ranking first in

the Arab Republic of Egypt. Teacher at calligraphy schools in Cairo.
Teachers: I1e studied calligraphy under Hamdi Abdul Qader, Mustapha Al Omari,
Abdallah Othman, Albahi Ahmed and Hussein Amin (may he rest in peace).

Currently he is continuing his studies in Istanbul under Daoud Bektash and
Mehmed Ozgay.

Accomplishments: Ile won second place in the IRCICA International Award in
2007, in the Al Baraka Competition in Istanbul in 2005, 2007 and 2008, in the Al
Burda Competition in U.A.E in 2007 and 2008, in the Holy Month Competition
in Kuwait in 2006, and he finished third in IRCICA International Competition in
2001 and received two honorary awards in the IRCICA International Competition

in Istanbul in 2001.

Ahmed became a teacher and lecturer in Arabic calligraphy and the art of

ornamenlalion in many universities, research centres and institutes and has had
the opportunity of preparing a number of publications on Arabic calligraphy.




In the name of Allah, The most
Gracious, Most Merciful

In the presence of my beloved...
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And for those who fear Allah, He [ever] prepares a
way out, And He provides for him from [sources] he
never could imagine. And if any one puts his trust in
Allah, sufficient is ((Allah)) for him
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Calligrapher: Taj Elsir Hasan was born in 1945.

Specialization: ITe graduated with a Diploma in Fine and Applied Arts (summa
cum laude) and a MLA. in Arts and Design from London in 1983. He has participated
often with a number of media and academic institutions in Khartoum, London
and the United Arab Emirates. Taj held the position of Art Director at the Ministry
of Education in Dubai, and was a founding member and editor-in-chief of Arabic
Hourouf Arabeyya Magazine based in Dubai.

Accomplishments: He won first prize in the International Calligraphy competition
in Istanbul in 1993, and the first prize in the Sharjah Competition in 1995. He also
won first prize at the Emirates Association of Iine Arts in 1995, the first in the
Gargash Competition in Dubai in 2004, second in the modern seript compeltition
in Al Burda in 2008, and third in the Modern Script Competition in 2007, the
Fifth International Competition in 2001 and the Calligraphy Award in 2008 at the
Sharjah International Forum, as well as numerous achievement awards.




Allah rewards those who
are kind to every creature
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Calligrapher: Jassim Mi'raj Al Faylakawi is a Kuwaiti, born in 1982.

Specialization: B.Sc in Chemical Engineering from the University of Kuwait
in 2005. Ie is a post-graduate student in the Faculty of Islamic Arts in the
[nternational Islamic Science University in Jordan. He is a founding member of
the Kuwait Centre for Islamic Arts.

Teachers: He has been learning his art from master calligraphers Walid Al-
Farhood, Daoud Bektash, and Hassan Celebi since 2002.

He received an Ijaza (licence) in the Thuluth and Naskh scripts from IHassan

Celebi and Daoud Bektash in 2007.

Accomplishments: IHe won second place in the competition of the Ministry
of Endowments (Awqaf) in 2003 and in Al-Quds Exhibition ‘Letters in the
Heart” in Dubai in 2009, first prize in the Min Wahi Al Qalam Competition in
2006, an award from IRCICA in the Hashem Al-Baghdadi Competition and
an award from Al Baraka Competition. He has participated in international
calligraphy events in Sharjah, Lahore, and Hungary and in a large number of
local exhibitions in Kuwait.
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Calligrapher: Ziad Ziad Haidar Al-Muhandess was born in Arbil, Iraq in 1967.
Specialization: ITe has a B.A. in Engineering from the University of Mosul.

Teachers: e was influenced by the great professor IHashem Al-Baghdadi,
and traveled and became acquainted with the works of famous calligraphers
in museums and art galleries. e received his diploma in calligraphy from Mr.
Youssef Thanoon in 1995.

Accomplishments: e won second prize and two awards at the Ibn Al-Bawab
Competition in 1993, and first prize and an award at the [lamdallah Al-Amassi
Competition in 1996. e also received two awards at the Sayyid Ibrahim
Competion in 1999, and two other awards at the Mir Imad Al-11asani Competition
in 2002. He won awards at the Second and Third Baghdad International Festival
and won first place in Iraq at the Arbil Festival in 1998.




And spend in the cause of Allah and do
not throw yourselves in destruction and
do good. Truly Allah loves good- doers

\" alasialy (4 e JSg39)
1l 853 e S5 s el
And put your trust in

Allah and sufficient is
Allahas a Trustee

-

M Sl 1980 ¥ alb S 3. 1522315)
(et oy Al 5] gy ALY
clalally 39all sl ol edidl (o€ 5

a3 AV, ol L 6 5 (aali gy dule f3bin 133470 S0l o BtV e ¢ylns 455 Shay bl 1)

i Wl YT, N
R

b o

I ey g o

Allah'sends His graces on'the Prophet and also His angels. 0 you who believe, sefid yoursalah on him and greet him with best way
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Calligrapher: Sabah was born in Arbil, Iraq.
Specialization: e graduated with an M.A. in Traditional Arts from the UK.

Teachers: Ile received his formal training at the hands of calligraphy master Bejar
Al-Arbili and studied the works of ancient and modern calligraphers.

Accomplishment: He manages the first organisation for Middle Eastern and North
Asian Arts in the UK. e lectures on Arabic calligraphy, gilding, architectural
ornamentation and ceramics.

[1is greatest honour is writing the Holy Mus’haf twice

[le won first place in many competitions, such as the loly Qur’an Writing
Competition in Dubai in 2009, Algeria Calligraphy Festival in 2009, Sharjah
[nternational Exhibition in 2008, and the University of Salah Al-Din in 1998. Ile
also won second place in the IRCICA Competition in Istanbul in 1997, and third
prize at the Al Baraka Competition in 2008, the Arbil Festival in 1999, and the
[RCICA Competition in 2007, as well as many achievement awards.




Niin, By the pen and write

~ Follow the revelation sent
unto you and be patient until
Allah gives judgement and

~ Heis the best of judges
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Calligrapher: Obaida Al-Banki was born in Syria in 1964.
Specialization: B.Sc in Agricultural Engineering from the University of Aleppo.
Specializalion £ g g )

Teachers: e studied at the hands of master calligrapher Ahmed Al Bari, then
[Tassan Celebi, who awarded him his Tjaza in 1999.

Accomplishments: Obaida won first place in the International Competition for
Writing the Mus’haf of Qatar in 2006. Ile was a member of the jury at the Sixth
[nternational Mir Emad Hassani Competition in Istanbul in 2004, the Seventh
[Hashim Al-Baghdadi International Competition in Istanbul in 2007, the Eighth
Badawi Al-Dirani International Competition in Istanbul in 2010, the First Sharjah
International Calligraphy Forum in 2004, the Abdel Hamid Al Kateb International
Competition in Syria for three rounds, the Tehran International Ioly Qur’an
Forum in 2006, the International Holy Month Competition in Kuwait in 2000, the
Grand Mosque Competition in Kuwait in 2008, and the First Youth Arts Forum in
Doha in 2005. e is the founding member of the Syrian Calligraphers Association
and the Saudi Arabic Calligraphy Association, and an honorary member of the

Jordanian Calligraphers Association.




There is no ability or
strength given but by Allah

Oh Most merciful God
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Calligrapher: Fatima Said was born in Dubai in 1974.

Specialization: B.Sc. in Computer Science and a Diploma from the Arabic
Calligraphy and Islamic Art Institute (summa cum laude) in Al Raq’a, Diwani,
Diwani Al Jali, and Farsi Seripts.

Teachers: She began her journey with Arabic calligraphy in 1997 at the Arabic
Calligraphy Institute, then at the Sharjah Centre for Arabic Calligraphy
and Ornamentation until 2001. She received lessons in calligraphy and
ornamentation from Dr. Salah Al-Din Shirzad. She also studied Thuluth and
Naskh scripts from Sheikh Hassan Celebi, and gilding and ornamentation with
Sayma Ilassan Celebi.

Accomplishments: She is a member of the Emirates Association of Fine Arts,
coordinator of the Dubai International Calligraphy Exhibition for four rounds and
coordinator of the Basmalah Exhibition organised by the Dubai Centre for Arabic
Calligraphy. She participated in many Arabic calligraphy exhibitions and received
many awards, and came in first place in many Arabic calligraphy competitions.




In the name of Allah, The most (o 31 o 31 4l ey

Gracious, Most Merciful.

Who works hard will
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Calligrapher: Mchmed Ozcay was born in Turkey in 1961.

Specialization: e graduated in 1986 from the Faculty of Theology in
Erzurum.

Teachers: e started his formal training with the calligrapher IFuat Bashar from
Erzurum and learnt the Naskh script and the Thuluth seript.

Accomplishments: Mehmed participated in two IRCICA competitions in 1986
and in 1989. He won six prizes in the various categories, including first prize for
the Thuluth and Naskh seripts in 1986. God honored him by allowing him to
copy the Holy Mus’haf that was printed several times in different sizes; the first
edition was in 1992,

[le printed many of his paintings and published some of his artistic work in his
book entitled Nour Ayni (The Light of My Eye), published in English, and in his
book entitled Oz¢ay, which includes his work and that of his brother Othman
and his sister Fatima.

Mehmed Ozcay is member of many international juries that overlook international
calligraphy competitions, in addition to participating in more than twenty
international exhibitions within Turkey and abroad.
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The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another, they enjoin
what is just, and forbid what is evil, they observe regular prayers, practice
regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour
His mercy, for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise
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Calligrapher: Mohamed FFarouk was born in Syria in 1974.
Specialization: Diploma in Medicine from Damascus in 1996.

IHe currently serves as administrator and teacher of Arabic calligraphy at the
Sharjah Centre for Arabic Calligraphy and Ornamentation.

Teachers: e received his first formal training in calligraphy at an early age with
master calligrapher Adnan Al-Sheikh Othman.

Accomplishments: He participated in international calligraphy competitions
organised by the International IRCICA Organisation in Istanbul since 1993
and won prizes at all of them. e has won 13 international awards, most notably
first place in Thuluth Al Jali, Thuluth, and Diwani Al Jali Seripts, the last being
in 2007.

His calligraphy is characterised by flexibility and imagination, which allows him
to create difficult structures that few are capable of creating. Ie also adds artistic
touches to the painting to give it a unique feature that distinguishes him from
other calligraphers.




If you are far from my sight you
did not disappear from my heart

Is there any Reward for Good -
other than Good?

8 o it Lo e (50 (50

Olus ¥ ¥ Olus ¥l sl3a Ja
OLsS LSy £ ¥ sl

eyl g Aruglly Slige Biptes (2 VAV sllge (iagal sl @uad pol 2l e 3Ll sdallasan)
KABES) alme2 Lo L jie Joe 1804 Lia V40T ale (e /7000 B Bl B8 2 7 555 s pmunsit)
pall dael) Aalal) 2 yall unandl gune / Ahausl]

g spll s daca 3L iy le oyl Ll 5 (s 1435l

ALl 2 ol ettt 2 anlill 3 35l QU /lgaolag jume 23S0 810 (onylall (e SN2 o)Ll a5 15l
JARRR RSNV RSVENIISUSP=E- A UPL P PE NPSCHI-N PPY-Sogil BN [ BN =g > {PYy/A SRAA IS PP [ WP
el 2 ciliinie aly S 63 33lem 9aY 2 o Yot b L pall sl 2 Aeualily Al 11 BtLatl 23 Ll
ool dly gl LSy 3,315 LS5y yemay S ety Lillagly Ll Lotag Buia 1y B yall Joadl pe
5 ,alall Logans 5,38 dpns s

Calligrapher: Munib Ragheb Obradovie - Born 1971 in Mostar, Bosnia and

Herzegovina.
e

Specialisation: He graduated at the Faculty of Engineering of Mostar University in
2000. Munib worked as an Art Director from 1996 - 1998 for “KABES™ Magazine

in Bosnia e studied at Khalil Agha Institute of Arabic Calligraphy in Cairo.

Teachers: He intensified his efforts on Jali Thuluth and his works had been
praised by the master of calligraphy Khodair El Porsaidi.

Accomplishments: Ile won second prize in Jaly Thuluth style of IRCICA in 2007,
First prize in Classic Calligraphy - Jaly Thuluth style in 2004 Lahore, First prize
at the International Calligraphy Competition, of Shahr al Khair in Kuwait 2006
and many other rewards. e has participated in a great number of exhibitions
specially in Egypt.
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Calligrapher: Nuria Garcia Masip was born in Ibiza, Spain, in 1978.

Specialization: She graduated with a B.A.in French and Spanish Literature from
George Washington Universily in the United States.

Teachers: She began her journey with Islamic Art in Morocco in 1999 and then
returned to Washington DC in 2000 to learn the Riq’a and Naskh scripts with
calligrapher Mohammad Zakaria. She continued her studies in Istanbul with
calligraphy masters IHasan Celebi and Davut Bektas and received her ljaza in
the Naskh and Thuluth scripts.

Accomplishments: She has exhibited her work in many international exhibitions
and her work is part of many private collections. She has won many awards in
Arabic calligraphy, such as third prize in the Al Baraka Competition in 2008, an
honorary award in the Riq’a script in the Sixth International IRCICA Competition
in 2003, an achievement award from IRCICA in 2007 and another honorary award

at Al Burda Competition in 2008.




A nice combination of calligraphy and ornamentation

Suate gy IS 38,5 g dasl 0 pa cilngl 315

VAW Jsailawl = 5l8 5 a,8T /3kwd ot

2 Sl Skl all Jso Lball ol 5l el LS sl @ud 205,50 Faalsy 2 il s ol s pmasat)
-3 0 p0 daals

BLE 35139 (e iy 33lg le Jummg 0 pae (o 5 pdie Bhalill 2 (1S ke Com il g ¥l Bl oy 5205
Ll 3158 3L e s EI5 (a3 ] gy D3l s9age Al 2 s S Jacy (A8 )

oy 209l o Bnala 2yl LeS S a0l ALa 550390 gl 2G5 530 3S 1 2 (ot pudol 145 15kond|
a3y Ly aiglly Ualleg Lty yol Casin s UL 2 duinles alsly Ll 2 LS50l S135ulS 38 g Lt )
A8, Aalal) 351 39 (e 0 5l e Juas

Artist: Akram Cocktan was born in Istanbul in 1968.

Specialization: e finished his studies at the University of Ankara in the
Department of History, and completed his graduate studies on the Turkish and
Islamic Art at the University of Marmara.

Teachers: e has been studying Ebru and gilding since he was eighteen years
old and received a diploma in this field from the Turkish Ministry of Culture. He
worked for three years at the Atelier of Mahmur Oz and Samih Ertez, and studied
for three years with master calligrapher Fuat Bashar.

Accomplishments: e lectured for two years at the Ankara Cultural Centre
affiliated to the Turkish Ministry of Culture. Ile also lectured at the University
of Cape Town, South Africa, and the Kashiwa Zaki Turkish Centre in Japan.
[le received two awards from the Turkish Ministry of Culture and organised
exhibitions in Japan, South Africa, Malta, India, and Qatar.




A nice combination of calligraphy, gilding and ornamentation

by Fatma Ozcay, one of the best in the world.
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Artist: Fatima Ozcay was born in Turkey in 1970.

Specialization: In 1987, she enrolled at the Alti Qubba Institution for Culture
and Arts and attended sessions on gilding and ornamentation.

Teachers: She studied under Dr. Fatima Cicik Derman and progressed rapidly
in the field of art in a very short time.

Accomplishments: FFatima tried to be guided by selected gilding and ornamentation
patterns dating back to the 16th century. She s()uoht to apply these patterns in her
work, and was able to attract attention with her strong and subtle brush and her
attention and accuracy. Most of her work in gilding and ornamentation were in the
form of handwritten paintings, which were written by her brothers Mohammad
and Othman. As for the ornamentations she carried out on the Mus’haf written
by her brother Mohammad, they represent her best and most important work.
|<<mm<1 participated in many joint exhibitions, both within Turkey and abroad.
She has many selected works in Turke 'y and overseas. Today, she continues her
work in tm(htl()n(ll ornamentation.




A nice combination of different techniquesiof Ebro
artireflecting.the creativity of Ahmad Cocktan
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g “ - N E *"‘ | & ﬂf‘ E ] Artist: Ahmed Cocktan was born in Istanbul in 1962.
P AR
E""‘r ' 0% Teachers: e received his formal training in Arabic calligraphy at the hands of
'#&t“l‘h*' B S Py 18 calligraphy masters Hikmat Barotchel and Fuat Bashar. ‘
ﬁ 4'“'""““'"';}.' ﬁ.-.-- Accomplishments: He lectured at the School of Jaffar Agha and the Centre of \.“"’7
x [ . \ [slamic Arts in Istanbul between 1989 and 1992. e also taught Ebru art in Japan €
ri"uﬁﬂ'ﬁ-i - rEEyy | ; s H - for three years, as well as at the Kuwait Centre for Islamic Arts and the Association ‘W‘
\ . ] of Australian Artists in Melbourne. e has lectured in Germany, ltaly, Britain, poie/4

Canada, Malta, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Kuwait, Qatar, Spain and others; and

Eir.?;ﬁ#ﬂﬂ
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s -t ] - 71 organised workshops sponsored by the Turkish Ministry of Endowments and

all . . E . .
“E d -Ffs"‘- many international exhibitions around the world and published a book on Ebru
-Zla E‘l" iy \rtin 1992

- Cocktan’s Ebru art is characterised with modernism and the addition of new
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techniques in calligraphy, painting and gilding. Thus, his work turns into a new
world undiscovered by previous Ebru artists.

Through FANAR Ahmad achieved a Guinness World Record when he completed
the largest Ebro paper in the world.
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