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THE DEFINITION OF THE ISLAMIC
COINS SCIENCE

Man has spent a time of his history dealing in trade by barter, so there
was a need for the invention of money. Scientists have differed a lot
concerning the beginning of money, the date and the place of its use.The
two great countries before Islam “Faris and Alroom” “Iran and Bizanta”
stamped their coins from sliver, gold, and copper. The Moslems used the
coins of those two countries for a time and called them Dinars, Dirhams
and money.

At the beginning of the last twenty five years of the Hijra first century
exactly in the year 77 for the Hijra (696 A.D) Moslems issued or stamped
their own currency for their country at the time of the Amawe Khalif
Abd Al-Malik Ibn Marwan, later on the issue of currency or the islamic
currencies followed in different countries and Islamic eras.

Scientists who were interested in the study of those currencies found out
that they shed light on the Islamic history which may not be found in books
or historical documents, so they took them as a valid scientific mean for
the correction of common historical errors. The golden dinars (its name
was derivate from diaries from Latin and Greek Lang). Silver Dirhams
(the Arabs derivate it from (Derm) in Persian language, is a Greek origin)
copper currency (is Greek came into Arabic language the Greek Lang
took it before from the Latin word “Follis” which means the wallet or
the money case. The Islamic currencies reflect the conditions of the state
that issued or printed them either the economical, political, religious or
sociable affairs. At the same time they’re important documents with no
doubt as they had phrases, mottos, writings and decorations.

REVERSE AVERSE

BIZANTA Dinar
Ruler :Adulmalik Bin Marwan
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REVERSE AVERSE
BIZANTA Dinar

Year : 75H, Mint : Ardushir
Ruler :QATARI IBN - FUJAA

SASAN AND BIZANTA COINS (77 HIJRA/696 A.D)

There was a show for the Sasan and Bizanta coins that the Muslims used till Abd al-
Malik Ibn Marwan made the economical reform in the year 77 Hijra (696 A.D), of these
shows a Bizantian Dinar Abd Al-Malik carved on it “no God but Allah Mohamad’s the
prophet of Allah” keeping the picture of Hercules and his two sons on it. There was
a silver coin by Al-Hajaj Ibn Yousif Al-Thaqafi, another one by Qatri Ibn Al-Fojauh,
some other copper coins had the portrait of Abd Al-Malik Ibn Marwan.

REVERSE AVERSE
UMEY YADES Dinar
Year : 77H
Ruler : Adulmalik Bin Marwan

BANUOMAYIA STATE CURRENCIES OR COINS (41-132 HIJRA/661-749 A.D)

These coins include the Dinar of Abd Al-Malik issued 77 Hijra, it’s the first pure Islamic
coin as mentioned before. Its face was written (La Ilaha I1la Allah Wahdaho La Sharika
Lah) on the other side (Allah Ahad Allah Al-Samad Lam Yalid Wa Lam Youlad). We
followed by some of the Omayian Dinars and Dirhams till their state was vanished in
the East.  Also we find some Omayians who started their country in Al-Andalos the
year 138 Hijra/756 A.D).
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REVERSE AVERSE
ABBASI Dinar

Year : 195H
Ruler : Abu-Musa-Mohamed Al-Amin

ABBASID STATE COINS (132-656 HIJRA / 749-1258 A.D)

The AbbasiS haven’t change the Ommayad coins at the beginning of their reign except
some religious sayings. They carved Mohammad is the prophet of Allah instead of Surat
Al-Ikhlas.

At the time of Khaliph Haroon Al-Rashid the main change has happened as they issued
new gold coins, new sentences and phrases and names began to be used during the reign
of Al-Amin Khaliph. At the time of Al-Ma’moun a new text was added that is “Allah
has the supreme order before and after and then Mo ’mins have the gaiety of the victory
of Allah” cities that issued the coins were added also on the Dinars.

REVERSE AVERSE
TALOONE Dinar

Year : 266H, Mint : MISR
Ruler :Ahmad BIN -TALOON

TALOON'S STATE COINS (2540292 HIJRA/868-905 A.D)
IKHSHID'S STATE COINS (323-358 HIJRA/969 A.D)

The two states that ruled Egypt, they issued their coins similar to the Abbasi state with
the addition of the Ikhshidi or Toloony name beside the Abbasi Khaliph name.
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REVERS AVESR
HAMADANI Dinar
Year : 330H, Mint: Madenat Al-Salam
Ruler : Naser Seaf Al-Dawalh

HAMADANI STATE COINS' (293-394 HIJRA/905-1004 A.D)

Hamadani coins looked like the Abbasi second period Dinars and Dirhams, with the
addition of writing the rulers’ names on both sides of the coin under the name of Abbasi
Khaliph.

REVERSE AVERSE
FATIMID Dinar

Year : 342H, Mint : Al-Mansoryah
Ruler : Al-Mauizz Li-Den Allah

THE FATIMID STATE COINS' (297-567 HIJRA/909-1171)

It was originated in north Africa and its founder issued similar coins to those of the first
Abbasy period with the addition (Abd Allah, the prince of believers), Al-Imam, Al-Mahdi
Bi-Allah), Al-Mo’iz le-Din Allah issued his coins in another way that distinguished the

Fatimid state from other ones.
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REVERSE AVERSE
SALIHEIIN Dinar

Year : 495H, Mint : ADEN
Ruler : AL-Sayadah Arawa

AL-SALIHEIIN COINS (439-532 HIJRA/1097-1138 A.D)

They’re the representatives of Fatimids in Yemen, one of their coins was that of Mrs
Arwa the King’s wife. Yet her name wasn’t stamped on the coin but her husband’s, the
date of issue is included in the period of her rule.

NORTH AFRICA COUNTRIES

REVERSE AVERSE

ADARISI Dirham
Year : 203H, Mint : AL -ALAYAH
Ruler : Adris-11

AL-ADARISAH STATE (172-363 HIJRA/789-974 A.D)

They stamped on their coins the same as Abbasi coins (first period), they carved part
of the Quran (right has come and away evil has gone) next to the ruler’s name in the
outside circle.

13
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REVERSE AVERSE
AGHLIBI Dinar
Year : 204H
Ruler : ABO MOHAMED ZIYADAT ALAH

AL-AGHALIBAH STATE (184-296 HIJRA/800-909 A.D)

Al-Aghlabi Dinar was known for its small size and has the decorations which were on the
Abbasi Dinar, with the addition of the word (Ghalab) and the governor’s name without a
title. Aghlaby coins don’t mention the city issued them unlike silver Dirhams.

REVERSE AVERSE

MURABETEEN Dinar
Year : 518H, Mint : ISHBALYA
Ruler : ALI BIN YOSEF

AL-MURABETEEN STATE (448-541 HIJRA/1056-1147 A.D)

Their governers had a distinguished style unlike the rest of North Africa, the holy verse
(he who seeks another religion except Islam won’t be accepted and in the dooms day
he is from loosers) was carved or stamped. That was the slogan or the moto of Al-

Murabeteen.

15
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REVERSE AVERSE

ALMUAHIDIN Dinar
Ruler :Yahya Al-Mutsim Billah

AL-MUWAHIDIN OR FAITHFULNESS STATE (524-667 HIJRA)

Al-Muwahidoon have stamped coins differ in shape and touch from other Islamic coins.
They copied their coins, the centre writing was a square in a circle. Note worthy those
coins remained dateless for a time and sometimes the city issued them was mentioned.

REVERSE AVERSE
BINI HAFS Dinar

BANI HAFS STATE (625-982/1228-1269 A.D)

It followed Al-Muwahidin state style in stamping or forming its coins, so it was difficult
to be classified. some coins of North Africa were shown as Bani Hammood coins, Bani
Abbad Nasr and Bani Murrein.

17
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REVERSE AVERSE

COPPER Dirham
Ruler : Adulmalik Bin Marwan

THE AYOUBID STATE COINS (564-650 HIJRA/1169-1252 A.D)

This is a well-known state and its founder Salah Al-Din Al-Ayoubi stamped his gold
coins similar to those of the Fatimids. Silver Ayoubian coins had another geometrical
shapes in addition to copper coins stamped with portrait of persons. In the first show we
followed the Mamlooks states with the Dinar of Saif Al-Din Qotoz also Al-Thahir Saif
Al-Din Barqooq Dinar the sultan of Purji Mamlooks.

REVERSE AVERSE

OTHMANI Dinar
Year:171H, Mint : MISR
Ruler : MUSTAFA-III

OTHMANIC STATE COINS (680-134 HIJRA/1281-1924 A.D)

Before we showed some of their gold and silver coins, here we see the big difference in
the form and the content on the Othmanic coins that differ from the rest of the Islamic
coins states.

19
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REVERSE AVERSE
BOWAHIA Dinar

Year : 402H, Mint : DAR AL SALAM
Ruler : Baha Aldawalah

BOWAIHIAN STATE COINS (320-454 HIJRAH/932-1062 A.D)
It witnessed the Abbasi state and took the rule of Abbasi Khaliphs. Though coins were
stamped similar to Abbasi coins keeping their titles and nicknames on the face and the
back of the coin beside the Khaliph Abbassi name.
Also the Samani state coins were found (204-395 Hijra) which their governer stamped
gold and silver coins similar to the Abbasi ones. They also stamped special Dirhams
concerning shape and size. Some coins for Ghaznaweya state (366-582 Hijra) and Al-
Ghoreya state (390-612 Hijra) which governed India, followed by Ilkhan tartars coins.
Tatar who came after Abbasi state after Houlaco killed the last Khaliph of Bani Al-
Abbas Al-Mostaasim Billah 656 Hijra. Some of those tatar adopted Islam and were
called Ilkhaniein.

REVERSE AVERSE

AKHALINID Dinar
Year : 656H, Mint : BAGHDAD

Ruler : HOLAKO

ILKHANID STATE COINS WERE FOUND (204-395 HIJRA)

Which their governor stamped gold and silver coins similar to the Abbasi ones. They
also stamped special Dirhams concerning shape and size. Some coins for Ghaznaweya
state (366-582 Hijra) and Al-Ghoreya state (390-612 Hijra) which governed India,
followed by Ilkhians’coins, they're tatar who came after Abbasi state after Houlaco
killed the last Khaliph of Bani al-Abbas Al-Mostaasim Billah 656 Hijra. Some of those
tatar adopted Islam and were called Ilkhaniein.
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THE DEFINITION OF WEIGHTS AND AMOUNTS

It was stated in (The Arabian currencies) published by: Father Instas Mary, the reality of
Dirham and Dinar and their amounts. That was they differ in amounts and weights and
other targets. The Holy book mentioned them and commented a lot of issues concerning
Zakah, marriage and other instructions. The legal Dirham is that the ten Dirhams weigh
about 7 grams of gold and one ounce weighs 40 Dirhams, so it’s 7 out of 10 of the
Dinar. One pure amount of gold weighs 72 Habbah from the medium bark. All these
amounts are known. Jahiliyia Dirham has different kinds its top was: Al-Tabari, about 8
Dawnags, Al-Baghli 4 Dawnags, the legal one was 6 Dawnags. 100 Baghli Dirham has
Zakah, 100 Tabareya, 5 medium Dirhams. '

Glass cymbals used by people to weigh Dinars, Dirhams and precious jewels to keep
weight fixed. At that time glass was the best material for this purpose as humidity doesn’t
affect it. There were so many kinds of cymbals had the advantage of special weights
of glass, in Egypt 13 Habbit Kharrubas. Many books were published about cymbals,
of these a book by (Stanly Leen Bool). In the Iraqi museum there are some of them in
the name of Abd Al-Malik. Ostaz Nasir Al-Nagshabandi published some of them in his
book Al-dinar Al-Islami page 193 number 12301. The other number 8140.

GLASS CYMBALS

23
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REVERSE AVERSE
Maria Triza Ryal
Year :1780M, Mint : NAID & HEJAZ
Ruler : King Abd Al-Aziz Al Soud

We also showed some Dinars and Dirhams for independent states from Al-Khilapha Al-
Abbaseya, like Bani Oqail, Bani Marwan, Al-Safareen and Bani Baingoor.

This safe includes the coins of the Soljuks and the titles and nicknames of its kings, of
these Dinars one stamped for one occasion with Ayat Al-Qorsi carved on it. Also we
mentioned the Roman Soljuks coins having portraits on them (knight riding a horse) a
picture of (Lion and the Sun).

The safe also contained coins used in the Arabian Gulf, India, Ceylon in the 17" century
having the form of (the hook) and is called (Larin). That was made of silver and copper.
We also showed some coins used in K.S.A at the time of King Abd Al-Aziz Al Soud like
Austrian Maria Triza Rial stamped by Najd and Al-Hijaz. Also Queen Victoria rupee

stamped by the word Najd.
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THE BENDINGS OR AL-MALWIAT

Al-Malwiat was a coin used for commercial purposes along the marine commercial road
that connects the Gulf ports with the west coast of India, Sri-Lanka and Maldif. The
bendings of Sri-Lanka and Maldif took the shape of the hook, where as those of the Gulf
and west India were straight. Al-Mothanayat include both the bendings manufactured in
Sri-Lanka and Maldif and those reached through trade and were bent after their straight
so as to match conditions there. Al-Malwiat weigh about 4.9 gr and made of good silver.
But the west Indian Malwiat comes from Begaboor was made of less quality than of
those of the Gulf and Sri-Lanka. So merchants gave them little evaluation. Mandlslo
(1659) talked about Malwiats as coins, also Korington (1924) discussed them in more
details. Malwiats were known from their discs yet they were so small that drawings
almost can hardly be stamped, therefore many pieces can’t be defined accurately.

Malwiats were common coins around the years 1500, 1700 B.C, and there’s a group of
the Malwiats has little value and little weight, that was in the 18" century in Al-Hafouf.
At that time it was submitted to the Othmanic states located in Al-Ihsaa region on the

west coast of the Arabia Gulf for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Al-Malwiat -PICTUER
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PROPAGANDA COINS

Propaganda coins were used formally by the sultan or the governor or informally by
the public or the ruler or the people, according to their political state from the country.
The general appearance for propaganda coins was not confined by a certain design, they
were stamped either in texts, pictures or a symbol to express good or bad propaganda
idea. This coin was issued in Afghanistan between the city of Namor or Hirah on the
occasion of the military victories achieved by Sultan Ghayath Al-Din on Khawarism
597 Hijra. He wanted to immortalize the military victory by these coins with the moto

“God is the greatest” the symbol of victory.
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