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PREFACE

The growing diffusion of the English language, as a general medium of ex-
pression has been serving to stimulate the art of English-Arabic lexicography.
At school and in common business relations, demand for the English-Arabic dic-
tionary has been growing and lexicographers have been endeavouring to im-
prove this dictionary in scope and style; and improved it they have, as can be
seen from the number of general dictionaries produced in the last few years.

The palpable fact which characterises the position of the English-Arabic
dictionary is that while, under the impact of popular demand, assiduous efforts
have been spent to improve the purely linguistic type of dictionary, only lan-
guid attempts have been made at probing the specialised sphere and serving
the learned professions.

With this fact in mind, I have applied myself to the task of compiling this
Dictionary. Such task can be hardly more opportune than at present while the
English language is enjoying a unique position after having largely supplanted
the French language in international use as the tongue of law, business and
diplomacy.

Perhaps I should at the outset, lest my motive be misconceived, advise the
reader that this work does not in any way entrench upon the scope of the or-
dinary English-Arabic Dictionary. It is intended to deal chiefly and primarily
with technical words and phrases which are to the lawyer both practical and
indispensable.

I should also add that it does not have any pretensions to encyclopaedic
range or character or purport to be an abridgment of any laws. The funda-
mental object sought by it is to present to the Arab lawyer and student of ju-
risprudence and to the Arab businessman who, by virtue of his foreign legal
and business relations, can all afford indifference to legal terminology, a bilin-



gual dictionary in the pattern of modern English and American law diction-
aries.

To this end, I have culled and compiled my legal words and phrases of
English and American jurisprudence from many highly trusted founts of legal
terminology. Of these I mention the American law dictionaries of Black, An-
derson, Abbot, Bouvier and Burril and the English law dictionaries of Whar-
ton, Sweet, Brown, Mosley, Stroud and Earl Jowitt, as well as several other
general dictionaries such as Webster’s and Oxford.

For the benefit of the law student, ample space has been given to titles
of old English law and words used in old European and feudal law and to
principal terminology of Roman Law.

Apart from explaining the legal word or term and supplying its equivalent
in Arabic, a reasonable number of synonyms and definitions therefore have been
succinctly added, where needed, pursuant to the most authoritative legal sources.

Where English phrases have corresponding terms in the Islamic Doctrine
or codes of Arab states, these terms have been used.

I should also note here that a number of legal terms of Islamic Jurispru-
dence such as: hak (haq), istimrar, kadi (qadi), talag, shoof’a and others have
been presented in their original Arabic form in several famous English law dic-
tionaries under the assumption that no precisely corresponding terms exist in the
English legal tongue. In respect of the majority of these terms, the assumption
is erroneous, considering that the terms mentioned, and many others, have iden-
tical equivalents in the English language such as: right, perpetuity, judge, di-
vorce and pre-emption respectively.

On the other hand, many terms of the Islamic Doctrine which have no
equivalent in English, have been omitted. Examples are: ’awl, bainunah, gha-
rouka, ghilab, hadd, mohatarah, ijaratain, ila, istibra’, mubara’ah, mufawwidah,
mukhala’a and nashizah. For the benefit of Arab law students, I have entered
these and similar terms, preceded by an asterisk (*), in their original Arabic
form and according to alphabetical order and have supplied adequate def-
initions for them according to dependable sources.

In order to extend the Dictionary’s scope and to adapt it to the needs of
many classes of users, meanings and definitions have been supplied for a great
number of phrases of public law and terms used in forensic medicine, commerce,
banking, insurance, oil, civil aviation and diplomacy.



In addition, many Latin legal maxims have been incorporated according
to alphabetical order.

Such is the scope, method and nature of this book. Despite the great pains
taken to build, to correct and to review it, no pretension, however wayward,
can hold it free from any error, imperfection or miscalculation. Yet I find con-
solation in the fact that any criticism may be an aid to greater accuracy in a
succeeding edition.

If the critic, however, reflects upon the oppressively onerous task involved
in writing this book and considers the fact that it is the first English-Arabic
Law Dictionary, he may be the less reproachful and the more mindful of the
Latin saying : errare humanum est.

May I lastly remember the most valuable guidance which my father gave
to me during his reading of my work in its initial stage. And this I do with a
heavy heart as he is no longer living to see the work completed.

For the review and checking of Latin diction and for recopying the
greater part of the manuscript, I am indebted to my wife, Lilla, whose moral
encouragement also was for me a constant companion. And many thanks are
due to her father, General Giuseppe Caputo, for his help in reviewing some
of the old law Latin terms.

May I earnestly hope, my good reader, that this book will be a worthy
addition to your library.

H. S. FARUQI
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