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Prelude

One of the well established facts in history, is, that the first museum

in the proper sense of the word, was that built by Ptolemy-Soter,
the king of Egypt (323-285 B.C.), at Alexandria.

There, the word (museum) was first coined, as derived from the
(muses) the nine virgin daughters of (Zeus) which was one pagan
god, worshipped, then, in northern Egypt.

The status of these virgins, were the main items displayed in that
Alexandria museum.

The famous library of Alexandria was eventually a part of that
museum, where it was a grand centre of the intellectual life of the
time, and there graduated the great geographer, Ptolemy (150 A.P.)
on the footsteps of the famous Eratosthenes (276-196 B.C.) who
was the first to try to measure the circumference of the Earth.

Resume
Collecting and acquiring strange items are very old instincts of
most human beings.

Researchers, everywhere, have discovered in cave dwellings and
tomb-tumuli of stone age people, numerous exotic none related
collections such as beautiful quartz crystals, polished agate pebbles,
fossil shark teeth, petrified sea urchins & shells, etc.... etc...

Leonard Woolley, in 1924, during excavating at Ur, Southern Iraq,
discovered amongst the ruins of an old kassite temple what can be
considered the remnants of a museum.
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Some Babylonian temples also showed indications of museum
collections.

Homer, in the Iliad, mentioned what can be museum material, in
Athens and other Ancient Greek sites.

The roman emperor August Caesar had in his palace-museum a
splendid collection of artifacts.

Xenophanes, the philosopher (570-480 B.C.) had a large collection
of fossils, which persuaded him to formulate his theory on
petrifaction and fossilization, which caused him a lot of trouble
with the elites who forced him to leave Athens in exile to Sicily for
his lifetime.

When Alexander the Great wished to acknowledge his gratitude
towards his professor, Aristotle, he presented to him an enormous
collection of minerals, crystals, fossils and artifacts, gathered by his
officers during his worldwide conquests, and granted him enough
money to build a museum. That was in the fourth century B. C.

As for ancient Egypt, it is rather logical to speculate, that,
in-between those vast colossal temples were some sort of museums
for the pleasure of the people.

The Arabs, before Islam, used the Holy Kaaba at Makkah as an
exhibition or museum for their pagan idols most of which were
made from gold and precious stones.

After Islam, caliphs, kings, sultans and princes began to be fond of
collection. Their palace collections were called (Dhakhira) or
palace museums, which were only shown to dignitaries and high
rank visitors.

—4-



In a chronicle written by our medieval (Ibn Ilyas Al-Misry) we find
the description of the (Dhakhira) found in the palace of the Fatimid
general (Jawhar), 955, A.D. as follows:

1. Four large boxes (?) of pearls and rubies.

2. One thousand hexagonal prisms of fine emeralds.

3. An inkpot made from pure gold, fifty centimeters long, inlaid
with pearls and rubies.

4. Seventy five thousand, pure silk scarfs of different colours.

5. A human size mannequin made of a paste of musk, ambergris
and saffron.

6. One hundred nails of pure gold for hanging turbans of different
colours.

7. Three thousand spoons, made either of gold or silver.

8. Ten thousand pots made of rock crystal; silver or porcelain.

9. Four cookery pots of pure gold each weighing one hundred
pounds.

10. Seven hundred gold fingerings mounted with rubies, emeralds
and diamonds.

11. Three thousand flower pots made of either gold, silver, rock
crystal or porcelain.

All the above mentioned items were kept in the museum of the
Fatimid general Jawhar’s palace. Some articles could have been for
souvenirs, gifts or presents to the high rank foreign visitors.

Ibn Iyas, referring to, Al-Misbahi, the historian, described the
Dhakhira displayed in the palace of the Fatimid princess, Sitt
Al-Mulk, sister of the famous Fatimid Caliph, Al- ?? as follows:

1. Three hundred leather boxes (?) filled with natural gold nuggets.
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2. About five (gallons) of ruby and pearl.
3. A balm container weighing, 160 gr. of clear pigeon-blood; ruby.
4. Thirty thousand, pure silk, scarfs of different shades and colours.

It is rather obvious that the people, then, cared for quantity beside
quality in their collections of dhakhira of their palace museums.

Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdadi, the historian described the magnificent
palace museum of the Abbasid Caliph, Al-Mogqtadir, (295-320
AH-908-932 AD) as follows:

“The walls were screened from floor to ceiling by rare silk curtains
with decorations in gold thread. In one corner there was a huge tree
wholly made of silver, weighing about half-a-million silver, each
bird singing a different song. Motifs embroidered in gold and silver
threads represent elephants, horses, mares, camels and lions.

All sorts of textiles manufactured throughout the countries of the
abbasid empire, were exhibited”.

Al-Idrisi, the twelfth century famous cartographer and geographer,
related that one king of Ghana, had a finely built and decorated hall
as the museum of his royal palace, where lies a thirty-pound gold
nugget used as a peg to park the royal steed.

The fervor of sovereigns for collecting museum material,
encouraged and motivated savants and researchers to study and
write about those royal collections. To mention one, Al-Tifashi who
wrote a famous lapidary in the 13th century describing in a splendid
scientific accuracy, twenty five kinds of precious stones displayed
in the dhakhira of one monarch’s palace of the time.
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That book of Al-Tifashi was translated into several European
languages and still, is, a useful scientific reference in mineralogy
and gemology.

It is not beyond confirmation, that the first known, museum catalog,
was that mentioned by, Al-Hafez Ibn Hajar Al-Askalani, while
narrating for the year 781 AH (1389) AD writing:

“In the month of Safar, the vizier Mithqal Al-Janali was compelled
through a catalog of the royal dhakhira collection to give back all
the material which was displayed in the palace museum”.

In Europe, it was rather the collection of the Italian Prince Kossimo
(169-1464) that was the core of the museum in the Midocci Palace
of Florence.

The wonderful collection of Duke Fedirigo, the Italian (1486) now
belongs to the Metropolitan, U.S.A.

During the year 1500, the Pope Sextos the sixth exhibited a
splendid collection of minerals and fossils which were described by
Mercati (1575) in his catalog, Metallica Vaticana.

In 1510, the cardinal Albert of brandenberg, displayed his
collection in the church hall at Halle in Germany.

By 1529, the archduke Ferdinand of the Austrian Tyrol, initiated a
special museum displaying numerous rare items of gold, silver,
precious stones and minerals.

King Rudolf of the Czechs had his museum at Prague about 1559.
-7-



The first pioneer museuologist to realize the need for reorganizing
the special museum collections was a medical doctor of the court of
king Albert 5th of Bavaria, 1565.

Ambrosinos, 1605, published the catalog “Museum Metallicum”
which was originally written by his instructor Aldrovandi,
1522-1603.

Bromehead, 1947, announced that the first scientifically organized
geological museum was that of the Italian (Lynox Society) of,
1603, of those whose members were Galileo and Roger Bacon.

Bromehead concluded that, aftgr an exhaustive study of the
catalogs and files of that Italian Society, which are nowadays kept
in the Royal British Library.

The word (museum) was eventually resurrected during the
seventeenth century.

It was in the year 1622 that the (Calceolari Museum) was
organized in Italy.

In 1665 John Tradscat worked for the Ashmolean Museum at
Oxford.

The first modern museum is said to be the Ashmolean, which was
opened for the public in 1683, at Oxford.

The catalog of the Royal Society collection was ready in 1676.

The catalog of the Royal Society collection was ready in 1676.
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The first text about modern era museums was published in 1727
under the title “Museographica”.

The Vatican opened their museum for the people in 1731, while the
luxembourg palace did the same in the year 1750. ‘

In response to the will of Sir Hans Slogans, who donated his
collection to his country, a body of the British Parliament,
inaugurated what is now the British Museum 1n 1757.

Queen Catherine of Russia established the famous Hermitage
Museum which Tsar Nicholas inaugurated at Petersburg in 1852.

The first natural history museum was that of Charleston U.S.A. in
1773.

During 1781, the royal rare collection of the Austrian Habsburgs
was converted into a public museum.

Besides, there were still scores of special museums in the
residences of the elites, such as, one of Dr. Martell, the famous
British surgeon (1790-1852) who owned a vast collection of fossils
at the disposal of amateur friends, who were actually the founders
of the principles in the earth science of Palacontology.

The French Natural History Museum was reorganized in 1793, with
the amendment of a new wing for Biology.

In that same year the Louvre was opened.

The famous curator of the lpswich museum in 1905, that is Frank
Woolnough wrote then:
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“I am sincerely convinced that the success of the message of
museums in future depends essentially on. the role of these
institutions in being capable to dissipate and facilitate knowledge at
wide and help people to understand the progressing scientific facts
and enriching their sense of education, culture and art. Museums
must cease from now on to be just a custody housing exotics and
strange material such as a pig with two tails or a goat with three
heads”.

Qatar

Reviewing all aspects of benefit for the people through museums in
the modern era of history:

H.H. Shaikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al-Thani, the Emir of Qatar,
inaugurated the Qatar National Museum, on Monday June the 23rd,
1975.

H.H. Shaikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa Al-Thani the Heir Apparent, The
Minister of defense inaugurated the Marine Section of the Q.N.M/
on Saturday, October 22nd, 1977.

Being the first of its sort in the region, the Qatar National Museum
was to serve four major aims;

culture, scientific research, education and recreation, for residents
and visitors of the country.

The philosophical backgrounds of the message of the Qatar
National Museum is based on becoming a scientific ambition to
represent the environment of Qatar, past and present; in the Desert
and Sea, taking into consideration that Qatar belongs to the integral
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entity of the Arab and Islamic worlds and is a member of the
United Nations.

Nowadays, Qatar has several other museums in different corners of

the peninsula.

1. The Ethnography Museum at the town of Al-Khor, inaugurated
in 1991.

2. The Folklore Museum inaugurated at Doha in 1984.

3. Ethnography and Antiquity Museum inaugurated at Zubara Fort
in 1988.

4. Artifacts and Fine Arts Museum inaugurated at Doha in 1984.

5. Ethnography Museum inaugurated at Al-Wakrah town in 1988.

All those museums mentioned above were housed in old traditional
buildings of the pre-oil era, which were restored according to the
sincere policy of the State of Qatar to save and restore heritage.

6. The Doha Weaponry Culture House inaugurated 1994.

The ambitions of Qatar in the realm of museums is, though, not yet
satisfied.

We plan to add more in future as soon as circumstances allow to
have museums serving knowledge in:

1. The full history of the oil industry, at home and abroad.

2. The story of pearls and pearling since the dawn of civilization, at
home and worldwide.

3. The Camel Museum, its biology, history of domestication and
role in the movements of civilization.

4. The full knowledge about the Date Palm in Science, Literature
and arts and industry, since prehistory.
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5. A complete Natural History Museum, comprising, fauna, land
and sea, birds, insects, reptiles etc.. desert and sea flora, micro
and macro, fossils, mega and micro, types of rocks, surface and
subsurface.

6. The story of inventions and scientific discoveries, worldwide,
that modeled the steps of civilization since the Stone Ages.

7. The Role of Islamic Civilization in the history of mankind, in
science, technology, agriculture, husbandry, architecture, arts
and literature and ethics.

8. The history and technology of the Islamic Nummismatics of
which Qatar National Museum keeps several thousands and had
published two volumes about some of them.

We pray to keep the will and endurance to fulfill that all and more,

just as an honest, modest contribution in the welfare of mankind,
namely our next generations.
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