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Deadheads

	 English	 Description in English	 Spanish

	 English	 Description in English	 Spanish 	 English	 Description in English	 Spanish

accountant a person whose job is to keep and 
examine records of money received  
or paid out by a business

contable

accounts record books which show money 
received or paid out by a business  
or an individual

cuentas,		
libros	de	cuentas

affair a sexual relationship, usually secret, 
between two people who are not 
married to one another

aventura	(amorosa)

Asian		
(n	or	adj)

a person from one of the countries in 
Asia (e.g. Indian or Pakistan)

asiático

bikini a woman’s two-piece swim-suit bikini

blonde	(adj) golden- or yellow-haired rubio/a

bloody	(adj) a swearword used to emphasize an 
angry statement or an order

maldito/a

blue	moon from the expression “once in a blue 
moon”, meaning very rarely or never

de	Pascuas	a	Ramos

bush a large flowering plant, e.g. a rosebush arbusto,	mata

cadet a young person who is training to 
become a police officer

cadete

ceramics objects made of porcelain or china,  
e.g. sinks, toilets, etc.

cerámica

chairman the chief official in a company or  
other organization

presidente	(de	una	
empresa,	etc.)

charity an organization which exists to help 
people in need

organización		
benéfica

conference a meeting, especially a large one,  
for discussion or exchange of ideas

conferencia

daft		
(adj,	informal)

silly, foolish bobo,	tarado

darling a name you call someone you like  
or love

querido/a

dead	(adj,	
informal)

completely, absolutely  
(e.g. “I’m dead certain”)

completamente

elegant tasteful and stylish in appearance  
or manner

elegante

flu	(informal) short for influenza, an illness like a  
bad cold with muscle pain and fever

gripe

greenhouse a building with glass walls and roof, 
used for growing plants that need  
a warm place

invernadero

lad	(informal) a boy or a young man muchacho

middle-class	
(adj)

the class of society between the lower 
and upper, which includes business 
and professional people

de	clase	media

multi-storey	
(adj)

a tall building with many floors de	varias	plantas

nose	around	
(have	a	nose	
around)

to look with curiosity, to see what  
you can find

curiosear,		
fisgonear

passionate	
(adj)

full of emotion, especially love apasionado

pesticide a poison used by farmers or gardeners 
to kill insects

pesticida

petal one of the delicate, coloured,  
leaf-like parts of a flower

pétalo

Reverend used as a title of a clergyman reverendo

sergeant a police officer below the level of  
an inspector

sargento

sexy sexually attractive sexy,	sensual

stress unhappiness or illness caused by 
overwork or difficult circumstances

estrés

stuff	(n) a slang word for any unnamed things, 
belongings, etc.

cosas

superintendent a police officer below the level  
of a chief inspector

subjefe	de	policía

tank a container for liquid, e.g. petrol  
or water

depósito,	cisterna

tasty	(slang) attractive, good-looking estar	buenísimo/a

treat	(n) something that gives pleasure, 
especially when it is a surprise

placer,	gusto

van a covered vehicle, with no side 
windows

furgoneta

vandal a criminal who damages public  
or private property for fun

gamberro

wander to walk around slowly and aimlessly vagar,	errar,		
deambular

wig a covering for the head made of real  
or artificial hair

peluca

will	(n) a legal document which states who 
should inherit somebody’s money  
or property after they die

testamento

youth	(n) a young man, especially a teenager 
(usually an uncomplimentary word)

joven,	jovencito

Words to learn

 • Write down any other new words you 
  discover in your Oxford Graded Reader.  
 • Translate them into your language.
 • Now try to learn them!
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