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' The 3,500-Word Master Word List

The 3,500-Word Master Word List begins on the follow- 6. Using the illustrative sentences in the list as models,
ng page. As a graduate student you should be familiar make up new sentences on your own.
with the majority of these words. You do not, however,

need to memorize every word. 7. Take the test that follows each list at least one day

after studying the words. In this way, you will check
The best way to enlarge your vocabulary is to read your ability to remember what you have studied.
=xtensively in a variety of fields. You can, however,
2ssess the extent of your vocabulary by exploring spe-
wzlized word lists such as this one.

8. If you can answer correctly 12 of the 15 questions
in the test, you may proceed to the next list; if you
cannot answer this number, restudy the list.

=or those of you who wish to work your way through the 9

word list and feel the need for a plan, we recommend

“at you follow the procedure described below in order

"0 use the lists and the exercises most profitably:

. Keep a record of your guesses and of your success
as a guesser.

7. Allot a definite time each day for the study of a list. For each word, the following is provided:

"

Devote at least one hour to each list. 1. The word (printed in heavy type).

First go through the list looking at the short, simple-
looking words (seven letters at most). Mark those you
don’t know. In studying, pay particular attention to
them.

()

. Its part of speech (abbreviated).
. A brief definition.

. A sentence or sentences illustrating the word'’s use.

o A~ O N

. Go through the list again looking at the longer words. . Whenever appropriate, related words together with
Pay particular attention to words with more than one their parts of speech.

meaning and familiar-looking words with unusual
definitions that come as a surprise to you. Many

tests make use of these secondary definitions. ) . ] .
The word lists are arranged in strict alphabetical order.

List unusual words on index cards, which you can In each list, words that appear also on the High-
shuffle and review from time to time. (Use the flash Frequency GRE Word List are marked with a square
card technique described earlier in this chapter.) bullet (m).
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