The 2"( Properties of human language)

How does human language differ from animal languages?

Human languages differ from animal languages in many ways.

Some of the major features of human languages are: ALy dall) Lailed p)
1- displacement SSay
2- Arbitrariness Adatl)
3- Productivity daality)
4 -cultural transmission ClBLERY) ey
5- duality aua) ga ¥

Animal languages do not possess these features .
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.Properties of human language.

1- Displacement-

- Human language refers to the past, present and future.

-Abstract concepts: Things that do not exist in real life, e.g. superman, batman
Animal communication- immediate moment

e.g: Bee language: dance routine to communicate the location of nectar
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2 - Arbitrariness

-no natural connection between a linguistic form and its meaning= arbitrary relationship
in Arabic «!Sand Dog in English .

-a connection between the message and the signal used to convey the message.

-Consists of a fixed and limited set of vocal forms.
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3-Productivity -
-Humans are capable of creating new expressions for new objects- infinite
-A language user can manipulate his linguistic resources open endedness.

-Animals have limited set of signals to choose from- fixed reference Cannot produce any
new signals to describe novel experiences.
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4- Cultural transmission

We acquire language with other speakers not from parental genes, Human languages are
passed down by the society in which one lives and grows up.

-The first language is acquired in a culture
-Animal communicative signals are produced instinctively
-Evidence for dialect differences

-Suggests that may be impact of “culture"
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5-Duality

property of language whereby linguistic forms have two simultaneous levels of sound
production and meaning, also called ‘double articulation
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Two levels: distinct sound & distinct meaning

.Physical level at which we can produce individual sounds e.g. n, b, i*
.Meaning level: when we produce sounds in combination e.g.: nib, bine
1- communicative signals.

behavior used intentionally to provide information.
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2- informative signals

behavior that provides information, usually unintentionally
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DUALITY OF PATTERNING CULTURAL TRANSMISSION

JR G

Distinctive sounds, called

phonemes, are arbitrary and Other animals do not communicate
have no meaning. But humans can by crvanging arbiirary sounds
siring these sounds in an infinite wyhich |irrﬁrs?he ke of mes’soges Human language is culturally Other animals communicate largely
number of ways to create meaning the: transmitted, or taught. with signs they are born knowing.
X y can create.
via words and sentences.
Duality of patterning: Distinctive sounds, called phonemes, Cultural Transmission: Human language is culturally
are arbitrary and have no meaning. But humans can string transmitted, or taught. Other animals communicate largely
; ; : S =
these sounds in an infinite number of ways to create with signs they are born knowing
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meaning via words and sentences.

DISPLACEMENT

Human language can talk about Other animals react only
things that aren’t happening here to stimuli in the present.
or now.

Displacement: Human language can talk about things that
aren't happening here or now. Other animals react only to
stimuli in the present.
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1-The ability of human language to produce messages in different times and places from the
objects or events that they refer to is know as

A)arbitrariness

B)duality of patterning¥/

C)displacement

D)productivity

2- The ability of human language to refer to things not present in the immediate
A)Discreteness

B)Duality

C)Diversity

D)Displacementv/

3- is a feature in human language that allows for the making and

.interpretation of an infinite endless number of messages
A)Arbitrariness

B)Creativityv/

C)Duality

D)Displacement

4-.Languageis a/an .......... system vocal symbols
A)Rational

B)Arbitraryv/

C)Logical

D)Small
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