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WHAT IS A SCIENTIFIC PAPER?
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e It is an addition to human knowledge; this 1s a
reversible statement (addition of knowledge takes
place through scientific papers)
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Types of Articles You can Propose and
Publish

disLudl Sl gl Literature review =
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a review of literature, methodology, statistical analysis, findings and
.discussion
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The IMRAD Format
for Scientific Papers

Introduction 4eadall: What was the question?
Methods <! &l ;. How did you try to answer it?
Results : gl What did you find?

Discussiondidlxll  \What does it mean?

A format used in some journals: IRDaM

People read sections in various orders.
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copyrighl protection methudelogivsthe robustness ofthis standardis requiredtobedeyveloped. This paper presents the (st
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Fabrication
Making up research data

Falsification
Manipulation of existing research data

Plagiarism
Previous work taken and passed off as one’s own

These are the 3 most commmon forms of ethical misconduct
that the research community is challenged with




What is plagiarism?

“Plagiarism is the appropriation of another person’s ideas, processes,
results, or words without giving appropriate credit, including those
obtained through confidential review of others’ research proposals

and manuscripts.”

Federal Office of Science and Technology Policy, 1999

“Presenting the data or interpretations
of others without crediting them, and
thereby gaining for yourself the
rewards earned by others, is thefft,
and it eliminates the motivation of
working scientists to generate new

data and interpretations.” M. Errami & H. Garner, A tale of two citations
. Nature 451 (2008): 397-399

iruce Railsback
of Geology, University of Georgia




Types of plagiarism

Work that can be plagiarised includes..

Words (Language) Graphs
ldeas lllustrations
Findings Information
Writings Lectures
Graphic Representations Printed Material
Computer Programs Electronic Material
Diagrams Any Other Original Work

Higher Education Academy, UK




Paraphrasing

Paraphrasing is restating someone else's ideas while not
copying their actual words verbatim

Unacceptable:

Using exact phrases from the original source without enclosing them in
quotation marks

Emulating sentence structure even when using different words

Emulating paragraph organization even when using different wording or
sentence structure

— Statement on Plagiarism
Department of Biology, Davidson College.
http://www.bio.davidson.edu/dept/plagiarism.html




Can you plagiarize your own work?
“Text re-cycling/Self-plagiarism”

A grey area, but best to err on the side of caution:
always cite/quote even your own previous work

You publish a paper and in a later paper, copy your Introduction word-for
word and perhaps a figure or two without citing the first paper

Editors may conclude that you intentionally exaggerated your output
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Professor H. D. Schmidt
School of Science and Engineering
Mortheast State University

4,“9.' 4.“.04‘) - College Park, MI 10000

UsA

January 1, 2008

Final approval from all
authors

Dear Professor Schmidt,

Enclosed with this letter you will find en electronic submission of a
entitled "Mechano-sorptive creep under compressive loading - a micre
model” by John Smith and myself. This is an original paper whic
previously nor simultaneocusly in whole or in part been submitte

Both authors have read and approved the final version submitted
. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ]|

ers else.

Mechano-sorptive 18 sometimes denoted as accelerated creep. It has been
experimentally observed that the creep of paper accelerates if it is subjected to a
cyclic moisture content. This 1s of large practical importance for the paper industry.
The present manuscrip
level that 1s able to capture the experimentally observed behaviour. In particular, ©
difference between mechano-sorpbive creep in tension and compression 1s analyvs
John Smith is a PhD-student who within a year will present his doctoral thesis.
present paper will be a part of that thesis.

Three potential independent reviewers who have excellent expertise in th
this paper are:

Explanation of
importance of research

Dr. Fernandez, Tennessee Tech, emaill@university.com
Dr. Chen, University of Maine, email2Z@university.com

Dr. Singh, Colorade School of Mines, emaill3@university.com

I would very much appreciate if you would consider the manuscript for publication in
the Imternational Journal of Science.

o "'t%_ﬁé- i

ely yours,

A. Professor
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reviewers
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Collect reviewers
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. decision i
Revise the | [Revision required] :
paper

Review and give
recommendation

[Acie pt]
@
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Acceptance without any correction
CBLaed o) 0y 9a Jgaal)

accerrance @
Example 1:

It 1s a pleasure to accept your manuscript entitled
. .. [ N "in_its current form for publication in

Example 2:

We have received a feedback on your paper from a reviewer which is
generally positive with a few formatting remarks we will do
ourselves. Therefore I decide to accept your paper to have “l
published in ......... 0 9)
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Conditional Acceptance (subject to minor change)

Example

I have now received a report on your paper in which the referee makes a
number of recommendations forimprovement. Both referees are positive. |
am pleased to accept your paper for publicationat ........ Subject to the
following minor comments:

Referee |1]

Improve the motivation of your study

Referee |2]

Discuss the limitation of your study
Suggest ideas for future research
Proofread the paper before the [inal submission

L



35 518 mn Jindl Jolmsll (1) palsll puonil] 518 2o il Jolasl _dmul ol § s lonall

HOW TO RESPOND?

* Thank the editor by email for the good news!

- If the acceptance is received after different rounds of revisions,
DO NOT forget to thank the editor and the referees for their
valuable comments in the acknowledgement.

- Prepare a table to consider all comments are shown in their
report (same order).

. ‘_)J‘L,.ud‘j-llﬁ-ids )

N o P ©l9)

3 "ﬁ ) : — =0

-



DESK REJECTION

« Sample (1):
Each manuscript submitted to our journal i1s carefully pre-
screened by one of our Screening Editors to make sure
that the manuscript fits with the mission of our journal.

As you can see from the Screening Editor’s comments
below, your manuscript was judged to not be a clear fit
with our mission and thercfore recommended that it not be
sent out for a formal review, As such, I regret to inf;
you that we will no longer be able to consider this
particular manuscript for potential publication in
journal.




Save your editor and reviewers the trouble of guessing what you mean

Complaint from an editor:

“[This] paper fell well below my threshold. | refuse to spend time trying to
understand what the author is trying to say. Besides, | really want to send a
message that they can't submit garbage to us and expect us to fix it. My rule of
thumb is that if there are more than 6 grammatical errors in the abstract, then |
don't waste my time carefully reading the rest.”




www.youtube.com is now full screen. Exit full screen (Esc)

DEomx rmorme rrON

Sample (2):
Thank you for recent submission entitled *...... ” for
consideration for publication Iin ......... Unfortunately, the

editors have decided not to continue with the review process
for your submission. While the topic is of interest and within
the scope of ...... ..., the editors have suggested that the paper
needs substantial development and an increased level of
rigour. It may be worthwhile to consider exposing thi er
to research seminars and conferences to obtain e
feedback, which will assist in developing the paper e
submission.
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REFEREES’ SEOMMENTS

* Sample (1):

-

[ regret to mnform you that the reviewers have now
considered vyour paper but unfortunately feel 1t
unsuitable for publication M .......cccieveenccscssacss The
comments of the reviewers and the associate editor
responsible for your paper are either imcluded at the
end of this decision email. I hope you will find t
be constructive and helpful. You are of coury

free to submit the ber elsewhere should you
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www.youtube.com is now full screen. Exit full screen (Esc)

REFEREES COMMENTS
Sample (2):

| am writing regarding manuscript entitled “...........
which you submitted to the Journal of

Unfortunately both reviewers have been critical of
the paper and have both recommended rejection.




HOW TO RESPOND?
MANAGING REJECTION?®*

Read the comments carefully and see if the paper can be improved.
Probably not a good idea to write a scathing letter to the editor!

If you send manuscript to another journal (which you should) MAKE
SURE vou address the reviewers” comments from the rejected
manuscript

Reject the rejection
« If'you can revise the paper to take into account the reviewers

concems vou can ask the editor 1f he'she will accept the paper as a

& Note the editor will likely use the same reviewers

« Chenhall, 2010



« Czyvzewshi & Dickenson (1990) Journal of Accounting
Education, Survey of reviewers of 27 major journals

o Positive factors to help acceptance

Papers that contain a new theory with significant results

Papers dealing with a topic of interest to the field and with
content that differs from existing literature (novel)

« 2. Negative factors that lead to rejection
No new information
Non significant results
Inclusion of the paper in published proceedings
Lack of generalizability of results

- - -
a




Sources of Further Guidance

How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper, 6th edition, by Robert A.
Day and Barbara Gastel (Greenwood Press, 2006)

Preparing Scientific lllustrations: A Guide to Better Posters,
Presentations, and Publications, 2nd edition, by Mary Helen Briscoe

(Springer, 1996)
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