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child's play

(Mos dam [ Vigped) (6 (B S

something that is very easy
todo

Examples:

® Oh please, I've been playing guitar for 20 years—that
song is child's play.
® For her, computer programming is child’s play.
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[[;;] 9o bananas
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to become extremely angry

or excited

Examples:

® She'll go bananas when you tell her the news.

® Dad will go bananas when he sees this mess.
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1(+[Ti];;] hitthe books
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to study hard

Examples:

® You better hit the books if you want to pass your exam
on Monday.

® | can't go out tonight. | need to hit the books.
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11,1 skinand bones
( fos Bt )

to be extremely thin

Examples:

® A lot of these fashion models are all skin and bones.

® Your brother is just skin and bones - has he been sick?
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(s [11],(] @ mind like a sieve

(1o e 58 )

If you have a mind like a sieve, you forget
things very easily

Examples:

® John has a mind like a sieve - had to leave him three
separate reminders about the play tomorrow night!

@® He has lost his keys again- he has a mind like a sieve.
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1[Th];;] onthe dot

exactly on time or at a particular time

Examples:

®The plane landed at two o'clock on the dot.

® I'll be there on the dot.
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L[] go halves

to divide the cost of something
with someone

Examples:

® Shall we go halves on a present for Sarah?

® We decided to go halves on the expenses.
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i rack your brains
Id.om @@Aﬁ@%dﬁ@»

to think very hard
Examples:

® |'ve been racking my brains all day but | can't remember her
name.

® She racked her brains, trying to remember what David had
said.
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it's early days
(b ) et dyb

it is too soon to be sure how a
situation will develop

Examples:

® Our progress has been fairly slow so far, but it's early days.

® My new business is doing pretty well in terms of profit, but
it's early days.
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along face

if you have a long face, you look sad

Examples:

® Sarah had such a long face yesterday after she learned that
she failed her exam.

® Why do you have such a long face?ls something bothering
you?
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1([T+];,] have a sharp tongue

to be someone who often criticizes and
speaks in a severe way

Examples:

® She has a sharp tongue, so be warned.

® He has quite a sharp tongue. Don't be totally upset by what
he says or the way he saysiit.
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it'sallgo

it is very busy

Examples:

@ It's all go in the commercial property market.

@ It's all go in town today.
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NOo sweat

with no difficulty or problem

Examples:

® "Can you fix my car for me?" "No sweat!"

®"Will you be able to fix the light?" "Yeah, no sweat."
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Idiom all talk and no trousers
( o) JB SN 53R )

Someone who talks about doing important things, but
doesn't take any action.

Examples:

@® Politicians are known to be all talk and no trousers.

® He says he's going to do something about it but he never will.
He's all talk and no trousers.
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. down in the dumps

very sad and without much interest in life

Examples:

® Sarah is a bit down in the dumps because she failed one of
her exams.

@ Peter is feeling a bit down in the dumps.
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1([Th],;] with openarms

( G o=l b [ s0d Ay )

in a very friendly way

Examples:

® He greeted Peter with open arms.

® Don’'t expect her to welcome you with open arms. She’s still
very angry with you.
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cold fish

someone who seems unfriendly and who does not
share their feelings

Examples:

® They think we are cold fish and sloppy in our appearance.

® When | first met him, he seemed rather a cold fish, but actually
he's quite passionate.
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diom A shot in the dark

a guess that you make without having any facts or
ideas to support it

Examples:

® My answer to the last question was a complete shot in the
dark.

® It was a shot in the dark, but it turned out to be exactly right.
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1] make akilling

( o288y By Wo )

to make a lot of money in a short time

Examples:

® They made a killing with the sale of their London house.

® He made a killing on the stock exchange.
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([11]11] pay through the nose

to pay too much money for something

Examples:

® We paid through the nose to get the car fixed.

® Universities are actually free for citizens in this country, but
because | immigrated here | have to pay through the nose
for my degree.
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in my book
(6238 b [ Hred)

in my opinion

Examples:

® In my book, the Dark Knight is the best film ever made.

® Well, in my book, if you steal, you deserve to get caught.
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iG] clearthe air
(Db § o oo 33

to discuss a problem or difficult situation
with someone in order to make it better

Examples:

® All right, let's discuss this frankly. It'll be better if we clear the
air.

@®In an attempt to clear the air, Peter has planned a meeting with
employees to discuss the issue.
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| (s [Ti]| 1] water under the bridge
18 Bt Som B )

something that happened in the past and
cannot now be changed

Examples:

® Yes, we did have our disagreements but that's water under

the bridge now.
@ George and | were friends once, but that's all water under the

bridge now.
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Idlom like chalk and cheese

completely different from each other

Examples:

® My brother and | are like chalk and cheese.

® His two sons are like chalk and cheese.
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1[)];;] dogeatdog
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used to describe a situation in which people
compete with each other for success in a
cruel and selfish way

Examples:

® It's dog eat dog in the television industry.

@ It is very much dog eat dog out there.
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worried sick

lo, BB

® extremely worried

Examples:

® The next time you're going to be this late getting home,
please call me, because | was worried sick!

@ Your father and | are worried sick about you.
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it's not brain
surgery
Y o S g Y _pa¥l)

@ something is not that
difficult to do

Examples:

® Just keep calm and do it. It's not brain surgery.

® Come onl it's just an easy math problem, it's not brain
surgery.
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(as)clear as mud

@3y s

@ very difficult to understand

Examples:

® His instructions were as clear as mud.,

® The computer manual was as clear as mud, so we
stopped reading it.
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not havealegto
stand on

Ay 4%

® to be in a situation in which
you cannot prove something

Examples:

® If you have no witnesses, you don't have a leg to stand
on.

® My lawyer said | didn't have a leg to stand on, so
| shouldn't sue the company.
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shoot yourself
in the foot

Aty posog Lo JB f) (JoB e (53

e to do or say something that
causes problems for you

Examples:

® Why does Sarah always shoot herself in the foot by
saying the wrong thing?

@ If we just let him keep talking, pretty soon he's going to
shoot himself in the foot.
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in no time
Ao gy [| soodl) gadll (B

@ very quickly

Examples:

@ I'll be there in no time.

® The kids ate their dinner in no time.
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(be) in two minds

JANS Jo o8y

e to be unable to decide
about something

Examples:

@[ was in two minds whether or not to come this morning.

® Peter is in two minds about what to study at university.
He's interested in history, but he also likes the idea of
being a lawyer.
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chop-chop

gl

® used to tell someone
to hurry

Examples:

® Come on, chop-chop, we're late!

® Let's go, chop-chop!
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Examples:

® When | kick the bucket you'll be able to live on my life
insurance.

® Peter kicked the bucket at the age of 102.
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slippery slope
2558 @iy [ g @29 of

@ a bad situation or habit that, after it
has started, is likely to get very
much worse

Examples:

® You're on a slippery slope once you start lying about
your age!

® His behavior will lead him down a slippery slope to ruin.
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by the book

)8 By de= g ol

@ exactly according to rules
or the law

Examples:

® The lawyers want to make sure we've done everything
strictly by the book.

® My boss insists on doing everything by the book.
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tie the knot

sy [ Bk

® to get married

Examples:

® She's planning to tie the knot with her German fiancé
next June.

® They tied the knot yesterday.
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lose your cool

At 8 [ diflocof B

® to suddenly become
very angry

Examples:

® | try to be patient with her but she made so many
irritating comments, | absolutely lost my cool.

® Peter completely lost his cool and started yelling.
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bite off more than
you can chew

U B dldh JoeS 3

® to try to do something that ~ g e

is too difficult for you

Examples:

® | think he's bitten off more than he can chew taking all
those classes.

® Don't bite off more than you can chew. Let someone
else organize the party.
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keep itunder
your hat

pally St

® to keep something secret

Examples:

® |'ve got some interesting news, but you must promise to
keep it under your hat for the moment.

@ |'ll only tell you if you promise to keep it under your hat.
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beat around the
bush

B_ylan @ gt oAl (B AN il

® to avoid talking about what is
important

Examples:

® Don't beat around the bush - get to the point!

® Let's stop beating around the bush and discuss this
matter.
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dead duck

ARB Jefon 2@ B ) g

® someone or something that is very
unlikely to be successful, especially
because of a mistake or bad judgment

Examples:

® They knew their plans were a dead duck.

® The government is a dead duck.
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take the bull by
the horns

B piflan B g prog ARKAN an (JoF

® to deal with a difficult situation
in a very direct way

Examples:

® Why don't you take the bull by the horns and tell him to
leave?

@ It's time to take the bull by the horns and get this job done.
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go the extra mile

® to make more effort than
IS expected of you

Examples:

® He's a nice guy, always ready to go the extra mile for his
friends.

® | like doing business with that company. They always go
the extra mile.
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scared to death

2480 afla,

® extremely frightened

Examples:

® My dog is scared to death of thunder and firecrackers.

®| was scared to death of telling the truth about my past; |
knew people would disapprove.

o’ Like ;




beat the clock

032 g0 I o) o Jell) S0

® to do or finish something
quickly before a particular
time

Examples:

® Peter beat the clock, arriving a few minutes before the doors
were locked.

® They were afraid they would be late and hurried in order
to beat the clock.
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fight like cat and dog

B & 9% Yoo

® to have angry arguments
all the time

Examples:

® As kids we used to fight like cat and dog.

® We get on very well as adults but as kids we fought like
cat and dog.
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meat and potatoes

gﬁﬂﬁﬁ@@%

® the most important or basic
parts of something

Examples:

® |Let's get down to the meat and potatoes. How much are
you going to pay me for this?

® Teachers have a lot to do, but time spent in the classroom is
the meat and potatoes of the profession.
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siton the fence

laglas (2

® not to take sides in a
dispute

Examples:

® When Jane and Tom argue, it is best to sit on the fence
and not make either of them angry.

® You have to choose whether you support the candidate or
not. You can't sit on the fence right now, you must vote!
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(be)dead meat

o yy P @b b

® to be in serious trouble

Examples:

® He is dead meat if they catch him.

® He will be dead meat if his father finds out.
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do the trick

aslled) o) s g2l (Fe

® to achieve the desired result

Examples:

® | need something to put these papers in - this folder
should do the trick.

® This sauce needs more flavour - | know, some lemon
juice should do the trick.

g5 Like ;




see eye to eye

28 dasg ol B E

® to agree with someone

Examples:

® My father and | see eye to eye on most things.

® My sisters don't see eye to eye with me about the
arrangements.
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like pulling teeth

Ry gnal) 4 B

® extremely difficult

Examples:

® Getting Sarah to tell me about her childhood was like
pulling teeth.

® |t's like pulling teeth to get a straight answer from him.

English With Karim




costanarm
and a leg

Se, AR, [ AARH) g

® to be extremely expensive

Examples:

® | would love to buy a Porsche, but they cost an arm
and a leg.

® These opera tickets cost us an arm and a leg!
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® to become extremely angry

Examples:

® She went ape because | was half an hour late.

® Sarah will go ape when she sees this mess.
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crash and burn

g 53 188 J88

® to fail completely

Examples:

® The company crashed and burned after only two years in
business.

® She watched her parents' marriage crash and burn.
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I'll eat my hat

® used to say that you are sure
something will not happen

Examples:

® If she actually marries him, I'll eat my hat.

® If Peter really joins the army, I'll eat my hat.
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please yourself

38 LK ] &l oy Lo JA

® used is speech to tell someone
he or she can do what
he or she wants to do

Examples:

® "| can't stand this place - I'm going home." "Please yourself."

® “I'm going to skip the party tonight.” “OK, please yourself.”
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speak ill of

eomy &3

® to say something bad
about someone

Examples:

® It's wrong to speakill of the dead.

® The candidates clearly did not want to speak ill of each
other during the campaign.
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Speak for yourself

ade @8 YW o B

® | disagree with what you
have just said

Examples:

® "We had a really boring trip." "Speak for yourself! | had a
wonderful time!"

® None of us like the hotel." "Speak for yourself - | think it's
OK."
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Be my guest

oD 0B o) &Y b = 9y
(&=5)
® something you say when you
give someone permission
to do or use something

Examples:

® "Can | try out your new bicycle?" "Be my guest."

® "Do you mind if | sit here?" "Be my guest."
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fuddy-duddy
g gt

® a person who has old-fashioned
ideas and opinions

Examples:

® That dress makes you look like such a fuddy-duddy.

® You are such an old fuddy-duddy !
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@® an important or powerful
person

Examples:

® \We were invited to a lunch with local bigwigs.

® A few of the company bigwigs have their own jets.

English With Karim




a bad hair day

B8 Ao o 4B e
G (.53

® a bad day in general

Examples:

® Poor Peter is in a terrible mood. | think he is having a bad
hair day.

® I'm sorry | am so sad. This has been a bad hair day.
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Idiom

Day in day out

059 8 [ psy 9 psg

@® done or happening every day
for a long period of time

Examples:

® | have to do the same boring jobs day in day out.

® | am so bored! | do the same thing day in day out.
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keep a low profile

adl) JUesy) el e o

® to avoid attracting attention
to yourself

Examples:

® He's been in a little trouble recently so he's trying to keep
a low profile.

® He's been keeping a low profile at work ever since his
argument with Peter.

English With Karim




Idiom

like two peasin
a pod

loss AR

@ very similar

Examples:

® We were like two peas in a pod - we liked all the same
things, and we did everything together.

® The twins are like two peasin a pod.
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In any case
Sylegs [ Ja  Jo

® whatever happens or
happened

Examples:

® You should be able to catch a bus, but in any case you can always
take a taxi home.

® we can either go to the new Batman movie or see a play tonight. In
any case,you will need to be at my house by seven o'clock.
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Idiom

Second to none

=81 [ oflan S

® as good as or better
than all others

Examples:

® This is an excellent car—second to none.

® The hotel's restaurant is second to none.
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Nothing doing

A o) of Jomens

® not achance

Examples:

® We asked if she'd come over and help us, but she said,
"Nothing doing".

® You want me to buy that broken car from you for a million
bucks? Nothing doing!
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Dead in the water

Aslled (B Y B [ JHB @ gy

® If something is dead in the water,
it has no chance of succeeding
or of making any progress.

Examples:

® I'm sure that Perter's new company is dead in the water.
Nobody's interested in buying his product.

® | guess our plans for summer vacation are dead in the
water.
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Smart cookie

é&

® an intelligent person who is able
to handle difficult situations

Examples:

® If anyone can make this company succeed, it's Peter - he's
one smart cookie.

® Our English teacher is a smart cookie.
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Idiom

full of hot air

LS (i
6456 gt

® full of nonsense
talking nonsense

Examples:

® Oh, shut up, Peter. You're full of hot air.

® Did the salesman tell you anything new, or was he just full
of hot air?
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the salt of the
earth

® a good, reliable, honest person

Examples:

® Peter is the salt of the earth. He is the first to help anyone in
trouble.

® Mrs Andrews runs the business and people think she's
the salt of the earth.
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Wet blanket

SUA S I g B Sy

® someone who prevents other
people from having fun

Examples:

® Don't invite Peter to your party, he's only going to be a wet
blanket and take the fun out of everything.

® Oh, Sarah! Why do you have to be such a wet blanket?
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Once and for all

3N D [ Aflad B ey 9Bl B o

® completely and finally

Examples:

® | wish we could settle the matter once and for all.

® Jim said he's decided once and for all that he's going to
stay single and never get married again.
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Deep pockets

Al ga ) iyl

® to have a lot of money
or wealth

Examples:

® |et's make a list of everyone we know with deep pockets,
and see if any of them want to invest in our company.

® The politicians with the deepest pockets usually win the
election.
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Slip of the tongue

e A3

@ something that you say by accident
when you intended to say
something else

Examples:

® A newsreader made a slip of the tongue when reading out the
scores. He said Chelsea had lost by a goal, instead of saying they
had won by a goal.

® | accidentally called John by his brother's name. It was just a slip
of the tongue.
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under the
weather

g2y sl

® to be or feel.ill

Examples:

® I'm feeling a bit under the weather - | think I'm getting a cold.

® Sorry, but | don't think I'll be able to make it to work today.
I'm feeling a bit under the weather.
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Seered

Apzt 8

® If you see red, you become
extremely angry.

Examples:

® The corruption in government is making voters see red.

® People who don't finish a job really make me see red.
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® If you are made of money, you
have lots of money.

Examples:

® No, you can't have another car - I'm not made of money!

® That guy Howard acts as if he's made of money, but | know
for a fact that he's actually quite poor.
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have eyes like
a hawk
ol Sge

® if someone has eyes like a hawk,
they notice everything

Examples:

® Our English teacher has eyes like a hawk, no one can cheat
in his subject.

® One of the president's bodyguards is over sixty, but he has
still got eyes like a hawk.
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a wolf in sheep's
clothing

Bgsd AB (Bt

® A wolf in sheep's clothing is someone
who seems to be a good person but
is really a bad person.

Examples:

® Our new English teacher seemed to be a very warm and caring man,
but we later found out that he was a wolf in sheep's clothing.

® People in our town suspected that Peter was a wolf in sheep's
clothing, but | think they were wrong,.
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| shouldn't have
said that

Eat your words

FIHA, S AHB s f) B S

® to admit that something you said
before was wrong

Examples:

@® The president was forced to eat his words after it was shown that
what he had said wasn't true.

@ Sarah said | would never win a gold medal, but now that | have she
will have to eat her words.
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Rotten apple

® a dishonest, corrupt person who O T \Q) l\
has a negative influence on & \3 \

his/her colleagues

Examples:

@® Before you accuse the entire department of wrongdoing, you should
try to find the rotten apple that initially caused the problem.

® People thought that Peter is a trustworthy person but he turned out
to be a rotten apple.
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Jack of all trades

T
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® a person who can do many
different things

Examples:

® My best friend is a jack of all trades.

® My father could fix cars, build furniture, and program
computers, he was a jack of all trades.
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Eager Beaver

® a very hard-working, enthusiastic
employee

Examples:

® When he first started working he was a real eager beaver.

® The young assistant gets to work very early. She's a real
eager beaver.
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Does your husband

sao

I'll say!
e | sl

® Definitely / Yes

Examples:

® "Your brother must have been very happy after winning
$50,000 in the lottery" " I'll say!"

® "Did you enjoy the film?" "-I'll say!."
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Hold your horses
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® used to tell someone to stop and
consider carefully their decision
or opinion about something

Examples:

® Just hold your horses, Bill! Let's think about this for a
moment.

® Hold your horses sir, can’t you see that we haven't finished
here?!
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Bury the hatchet

labs &/ B Gbo

® To stop an argument and
become friends again.
To make peace.

Examples:

® After years of fighting over who should have gotten Dad's
money, my brothers finally buried the hatchet.

@® et's stop arguing and bury the hatchet.
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Make a name for
yourself

BM%A@A

® to become famous or respected
by a lot of people

Examples:

® He has made a name for himself as a talented journalist.

® If you can make a name for yourself, things will get easier.
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It's raining cats
and dogs

B3Ry SoS

® something that you say
when it is raining heavily
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Examples:

® The weather was horrible on Saturday. It was raining cats
and dogs all day.

® It's raining cats and dogs out there! It's a wonder any of
the men can see what they're doing!
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Cut from the
same cloth

ARy [ A8elll) (o G

® to be very similar

Examples:

® The country's new president is cut from the same cloth as
his predecessor.

® Father and son are cut from the same cloth and even
sound alike on the telephone.
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have one footin
the grave

Enpdl) difig o [ 58 A o

® to be very old and near
death

Examples:

® He has been telling everyone he has one foot in the grave
for years now.

® You'd better go visit uncle Peter while you can. He has one
foot in the grave.
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Speak with a forked
tongue

IS g Glon o8 =R

® totell lies or say one thing
and mean something else

Examples:

® The minister is speaking with a forked tongue, promising
support he will never deliver.

® People tend to believe Peter because he seems generous,
but we know he speaks with a forked tongue.

English With Karim




It's raining cats
and dogs

B3Ry SoS

® something that you say
when it is raining heavily
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Examples:

® The weather was horrible on Saturday. It was raining cats
and dogs all day.

® It's raining cats and dogs out there! It's a wonder any of
the men can see what they're doing!

English With Karim
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Out of practice

Jagh 03 38s ) g (g flog 8

@ no longer good at doing
something

Examples:

® | would love to play football with you, but I'm really out of
practice.

® Sarah studied French in high school, but she hasn't
spoken it since. She is really out of practice.
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® a powerful or important
person

Examples:

® Heistrying to become a big shot in the mortgage
business.

@ Peter has become a real big shot in Hollywood. This year
he produced several movies.
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Idiom

wet behind the ears
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® To be young and without
experience.

Examples:

® Peter is too young to take on a job like this! He's still wet
behind the ears!

® He may be wet behind the ears, but he's well-trained and
totally competent.
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Live wire

28% ) dagms iy

® Someone who is very
active and has a lot of
energy.

Examples:

® My sister was the live wire and | was always called
"'the quiet one."

® The group is very quiet today, we need a live wire like
Peter to get us talking.
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Callitaday
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® To stop the work you
are doing.

Examples:

® I'm getting a bit tired now - let's call it a day.

® You've been studying hard, | think you should call it
a day.
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Idiom

Pipe dream

ey ) sy I
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® Anidea or planthatis
impossible or very
unlikely to happen.

Examples:

® Your hopes of winning a lot of money are just a silly pipe
dream.

® You want to become a famous actor? That sounds like
a pipe dream.
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Examples:
® He worked like a dog all day to finish the wallpapering.

® Peter became a lawyer after college, and now he works
like a dog.
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Idiom

(as) cool as a cucumber

I (2R

® very calm

Examples:

® Sarah felt nervous, but she acted as cool as a cucumber.

® She walked in as cool as a cucumber, as if nothing had
happened.
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Expression
| thought as much

IS Ef 3 A

® Used to say that you are not
surprised by what someone
has said or done.

Examples:

@® "| came to ask you a favour." "l thought as much."

® "Andy failed his driving test." "I thought as much when | saw
his face."

& Learn English With Abd El Karim ()




Idiom

Fat chance

Jisns [ gl

® Definitely not.

Examples:

® "Maybe they’ll invite you to go with them." "Fat chancel!”

® You want to borrow my new car and drive it across the
country?Fat chance!
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® To be very kind and
generous.

" has a heart of gold

® has a heart of gold
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Expression

® Itis not surprising.
Now | understand why.

No wonder

® No wonder
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Idiom

Race against time

o3 By

® To hurry and do something
quickly.

Examples:

® We had to race against time to finish the project before
the deadline.

® You don't need to race against time. Take all the time
you want.
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Idiom

Stuckin arut

s (4 G99 Allas Bl

® In a boring lifestyle that never
changes.

Examples:

® | need to change my job, after 15 years here | feel I'm
stuck inarut.

® Peter felt that he was stuck in a rut, so he decided to go
back to University to study dentistry.
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Expression

Come to terms with

A b b o @l I8

® To start to accept and deal with
a difficult situation.

Examples:

® |t's very hard coming to terms with the fact that you'll
never have children.

® She has never really come to terms with her son's death.
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Idiom

Make it shappy

Az _gang Loy

© Used to tell someone that you want
them to do something immediately
and to do it quickly.

Examples:

® Makeitsnappy!l haven't got all day.

® Get me adrink, and make it snappy.
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Idiom

Hit the roof

(9o lone, s, ] Adnars) S8

®To become extremely angry.

Examples:

® I'm afraid he'll hit the roof when he finds out our
vacation is canceled.

® My mother hit the roof when she caught me
smoking.
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Idiom

Not my cup of tea

4D Jed) o = 1 oo

@ If something is not your cup
of tea, it is not the type of
thing of that you like.

Examples:

® Thanks for inviting me, but opera is not really my
cup of tea.

® Watching Indian movies is not my cup of tea.
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it's not rocket

science
Foamy o) G 5ol

@ Used to say that you do not think
that something is very difficult to
do or to understand.

Examples:

® Come on, it's only a crossword, it's not rocket
science.

® It'sjust an easy math problem. It's not rocket
science.
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Ball and chain
%593

® a wife.

Examples:

® My ball and chainis mad at me.

® | can't play poker tonight with you guys, my ball
and chain said that | can't go out.
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Burst out crying
&8y 3258 ) &y s

® To begin to cry suddenly.

Examples:

® He burstout crying at the news of his friend's
death.

® | thought everything was fine until she burst out
crying in the middle of dinner.
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Burst out laughing

® To suddenly start laughing.

Examples:

® The whole classroom burst out laughing when the
teacher beat me.

® | walked in and everyone burst out laughing.
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a cold fish
B 22 [ DAl adlss (p=B

® a person who shows little emotion
or seems unfriendly.

Examples:

® Don't expect mercy from him, he is a cold fish.

® She's a lovely person, but her husband is a bit
of a cold fish.
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Break the news

Sl sty

® To make something known.

Examples:

® The doctor had to break the news to Jane about
her husband's cancer.

® Peter and Sarah are getting married, but they haven't
yet broken the news to their parents.
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In deep water

B39 B G B

® To be in a difficult situation
which is hard to deal with.

Examples:

® We're going to be in deep water if the bank refuses
to authorize a bigger loan.

® |amin deep water because | lied to my wife.
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Idiom

Get hitched
g8 [ B Fo

® To get married.

Examples:
® [s Peter really getting hitched?

® He got hitched fifteen years ago to some fashion
model.
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Idiom

Have egg on
your face

Soontl]) g sl s

® To be very embarrassed because of
something you said or did.

Examples:

® Stan had egg on his face after saying he could easily do fifty
push-ups, and then giving up after doing just twenty.

® | was completely wrong, and now | have egg on my face.
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Idiom
Drop the ball

IFFLEIN-Y

® To make a mistake, especially
by doing something in a
stupid or careless way.

Examples:

® For God's sake don't drop the ball on this, we're relying
On youl.

® Thomas dropped the ball when he forgot to pick his
wife up at the train station.
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Idiom

Open acan

of worms
B ey J U (B o 028
B_palS JHL& Al gy

® To create a situation that will
cause a lot of problems.

Examples:

® Darling! | don’t want to open a can of worms, but |
found a woman’s phone number in your pocket.

® The investigation into how these expensive trips were
paid for certainly opened a can of wormes.
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® Something that you hope will
happen but is very unlikely to happen.

Examples:

® His dream of becoming a famous singer is just a pie in
the sky.

® Their plans to set up their own business are just pie in
the sky.
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Idiom

a lone wolf

s g (feall) o) (Joall) Joetly (o8B

® a person who prefers to
act, work, or live alone.

Examples:

® He had the reputation of being a lone wolf in high
school.

® You know how he is, a lone wolf.
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Idiom

a hard nutto
crack

A AB) cmnn pd) of) ARy

® a difficult problem to solve.

Examples:

® Our product sells well in the States, but the
European market is a hard nut to crack.

® Fc Barcelona will be a hard nut to crack especially
with Lionel Messi in good form at the moment.
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Idiom

In hot water

Bl o) LR

e In trouble.

Examples:

® He found himself in hot water over his comments
about immigration.

® | am in hot water with my teacher, because she caught
me cheating on the final exam.
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Idiom

Take a hike

259 &= §sB)
B o B gl

® a rude way of telling :
someone to leave.

= F ;
r(

Examples:

® |'ve had enough of you, take a hike!

® | don't want to hear your excuses, just take a hike.

& Learn English With Abd El Karim  (¥)



Idiom

Spill the beans
o) (28

® To tell people secret
information

Examples:

® Someone spilled the beans about Rick's surprise
party.

® There is a surprise party for Peter on Wednesday.
Please don't spill the beans.

& Learn English With Abd El Karim  (¥)




Expression

You can say that again!
dhs B8 U

® Used to show that you completely
agree with what someone has said.

Examples:

® -lwasin Poland last week.
- | expect it was cold, wasn't it?
- You can say that again! It was minus 22 degrees where | was staying!

® - That was an absolutely delicious lunch.
- You can say that again!
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Idiom

That marriage
won't last a year;
mark my words.

Mark my words

8 S8

9 A
WCO ‘0' -
® Something that you say when you tell \\ t* ‘ =

are certain will happen in the future.

someone about something that you \\

Examples:

® He'll cause trouble,mark my words!

® Mark my words, that man is not to be trusted.
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Expression

For the time being

@ At this time only, not forever.

Examples:

® We plan to buy a house, but for the time being we're
living with my parents.

® I'm working as a waiter for the time being. But | hope to
become a doctor.

& Learn English With Abd El Karim  (f)

ADDTEXT.COM



Idiom

Hang in there
A IY)

® Do not give up.

Examples:

® Hang in there,Peter! Your invention will soon be a
success.

® Hang in there .Exams are almost over.
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Expression

Tied up

i J shdia

® To be very busy and unable to
speak to anyone, go anywhere, etc.

Examples:

® Mrs Moran is tied up in a meeting at the moment but
I'll ask her to call you later.

® - Can we meet today?
- Sorry, I'll be tied up all day. How about tomorrow?
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Expression

A ]

® We use this expression to tell
someone to stop talking about
something that is annoying us.

Examples:

® - Show me the photo! Show me the photo!
- Just drop it. I'm not going to show it to you again.

® - Mummy, please can we go to the cinema tonight?
- No, I've told you that your aunt is coming for dinner. Drop it!
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Expression

No pointin
A ALl gadua ¥ el / e g Y

® No purpose in doing something.
It's not worth ( doing something)

Examples:

® There is no point in worrying about things you
can't change.

® There is no point in practising sport if you keep
smoking and drinking alcohol.
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Idiom = @

a nasty piece of work
SiliS eI / Gady [ s S
® a person who is unpleasant,
unkind, or dishonest.

Examples :

® He's a nasty piece of work. I'd avoid him if | were you.

® | hate dealing with Sarah; she's a nasty piece of work.
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Expression

On top of that

| [ 1 I ] |
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@ In addition to something, especially
something unpleasant.

Examples:

® We missed our flight, and on top of that we had to wait
seven hours for the next one.

® We missed the bus, and on top of that it started raining.
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Expression

Laugh your head off
daa / lSala sadi

e To laugh a lot, loudly.

Examples:

® You laughed your head off when | fell!

® The comedy show was so funny!
| was laughing my head off all night.
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Idiom

Tie the knot

ZIF [/ 4HA e

® To get married.

Examples:

® They tied the knot last Saturday.

® She's planning to tie the knot with her German fiancé
next June.
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Expression

Any minute now

Wwd /oY dsald of 8

® Very soon.

Examples:

® The right man would come along any minute now.

® Peter is outside parking his car. He'll be here
any minute now.
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Expression

Giveitago

</ Jdda

® We use this expression to say we will try
something for the first time, or to encourage
someone else to do something.

Examples:

® - Do you think | could ride a horse? I've never tried.
- Give ita go, you might like it.

® -1don’t know how to cook properly.
- Come on, you should give it a go, I'm sure you'll be fine!
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Expression

Having said that

S (e a8

@ Used to say that something is true ‘ ‘r
despite what you have just said.

Examples:

@ It's an expensive restaurant. Having said that, the food
IS very good.

® He forgets most things, but having said that, he always
remembers my birthday.
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Idiom

Can't stand

s 80 / Sadal ¥ N

® To hate someone or something

Examples:

® Aunt Sarah can't stand the sight of cats.

® We used to be good friends but now | can't stand her.
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Idiom

Ring a bell

VI 9aw s s 9l puwl

® To sound familiar.

Examples:

® The name James Moss rings a bell, but | can't place it at
the moment.

® That phrasal verb rings a bell. | think | came across itin a
book last week.

& Learn English With Abd El Karim  (f)




Idiom

An old hand

b d gig ala padd

® Someone who is very experienced and
skilled in a particular area of activity.

Examples:

® We should be able to trust Peter to negotiate a good
deal for us, he's an old hand at the game.

® The guide you just hired is an old hand at leading safaris.
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Expression

Not to mention

(i) M ALy

® Used when you want to emphasize something
that you are adding to a list.

Examples:

® He's one of the kindest and most intelligent, not to mention
handsome, men | know.

® He's got fast cars, great clothes, a helicopter, Not to mention
the houses in New York and the California.
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Idiom

Let's faceit

Aidal) 35 ias

® We should accept the truth.

Examples:

® Let'sface it, I'm never going to be a great artist.

® Let'sfaceit, if you don't have a college degree,
it can be difficult to find a high-paying job.
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Expression

You bet!

bad / aslaily

® Used to emphasize a statement
or to mean "certainly”.

Examples:

@ "Are you coming to the party?" "You bet!"

e Didyou like the party?
You bet! It was great.
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Expression

I'm off

JJL‘LA Lﬁ

® An expression said by someone
who is just leaving.

Examples:

® Sue: Well, it's been a great party. Good-bye.
Mary: I'm off too. Bye.

® Peter: I'm off.
Sarah : OK, see you tomorrow.
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® To enjoy yourself very much.

Examples:

® We had a whale of a time on holiday.

® We had a whale of a time at Sally's birthday party.
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Phrase 0f The Day

Not likely!

uly [/ Gl oSas 8

We use this expression to say that Q
we don't want or wouldn't like to W W

do something.

Examples:

® "Do you wantto come running with me?" "Not likely!”

® 'He said you'd be giving them a lift." ‘Not likely!’
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Fair and square

® In an honest way and
without any doubit.

Examples:

® He won the game fair and square.
® The division of the money should be fair and square.
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Idiom

Speak your mind

da) pau nﬂ,_i'lﬁglﬂ &)

® To say what you think about
something very directly.

Examples:

® He's certainly not afraid to speak his mind.

® Sam has never been shy about speaking his mind.
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Idiom

Eat like a bird

ol als

® To always eat a small amount

of food. -

fat hikes bird

Examples:

® Janeis very slim because she eats like a bird.

® You eat like a bird .| don't know how you stay healthy.
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In the pink

® Invery good health.

Examples:

® She was lively and active and in the pink of condition.

® Sarah looked so well, she was in the pink.
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Idiom

(To )stab someone in the back

L F pedd (A3 o) 9) el B (ph

® To betray someone.

Examples:

® He had been lied to and stabbed in the back by people
that he thought were his friends.

® He seems friendly, but he wouldn't hesitate to stab you in the
back if he thought it would help him get your job.
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Idiom

Crocodile tears

raalall) £ g3 (IS (A

® Tears that you cry when you
are not really sad or sorry.

Examples:

® | don't believe Peter really hurt himself when he fell.
| think he's crying crocodile tears just to get attention.

® Political leaders shed crocodile tears while allowing
the war to continue.
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Idiom

Oncein a blue moon

| Al

® Not very often.
Very rarely.

Examples:

® My sister lives in Alaska, so | only see heronce in a
blue moon.

® \We go out to eat once in a blue moon.
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(be) green with envy

aald aoal) J8)/ 5 pud) 4als

® To be very unhappy because
someone has something
that you want.

Examples:

® Peteris going to Spain next week, and I'm green
with envy.

® Peter bought a new car, and I'm green with envy.
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Idiom

elSAl) A

® Very intelligent.

Examples:

® He may be old in years, but he's still as sharp as a
tack

® Peter scored 100% on his science test. He is as
sharp as a tack.
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Expression

a piece of cake

buvy g (sl
>

® Something very easy
to do.

Examples:

® The exam was a piece of cake.

® | learned to play the guitar in one year. It was
a piece of cake for me.
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Idiom

So far so good

Oylcﬁa?l#u&ji ,‘AMJ}A‘ﬂ

® Everything has gone
well until now.

Examples:

® "How's your new job?" "So far so good."

® Are you enjoying your English lessons ?
Yes, so far so good.
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Idiom

Hit the books

da (i G Arag

® To hit the books means
to study hard.

E)(a m ples = English For Arabs

® | have to hit the books this weekend.l have two
exams next week.

® | can't go out tonight. | need to hit the books.
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Idiom

Make a killing

omal By B ) g Yl s

® Toearn alot of money in
a short time and with
little effort.

Examples:

® They made a killing with the sale of their London
house.

hey should make a killing today.
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Idiom

Let the cat out of the bag
Ll (g3 pudl o)

® To accidentally reveal
a secret.

Examples:

® | was trying to keep the party a secret, but Peter
went and let the cat out of the bag.

® He let the cat out of the bag and now everybody
knows the story.
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Expression

Be full of beans

Ualdd g aggaa sl
ETEN Lua.i

eTo have a lot of energy
and enthusiasm.

Examples:

® I'm full of beans after that lovely cup of coffee

and croissant.
® Our teacher was full of beans in our lesson this

morning but | was half asleep.
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IR Idiom N

"Out of the questlon"

English For Arabs

Definition:
e Not allowed.Impossible

Example:

@ You want to borrow my new car and drive it across the
country ?I'm sorry,but that's out of the question.
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Expression

" Hold your horses "
1 s1) 3 g_S\.LG / l S [

*—»Used to tell someone to wait and be patient.

o—»Where do you think you are going ?

Hold your horses. I need
to speak with you.

& English For Arabs  (f)




Expression

" Shake a leg "
" CLG).».U : E.)-‘”I "

=>Used to tell someone to hurry or act more
quickly.

=>Shake a leg Peter | the train leaves in
20 minutes | Gty
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child's play

(oo oo [ Bggel) (6o (B )

something that is very easy
todo

Examples:

® Oh please, I've been playing guitar for 20 years—that
song is child's play.
@ For her, computer programming is child’s play.
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I(1],,] 9o bananas

(Qgls @ [ Aesa) B )

to become extremely angry
or excited

Examples:

® She'll go bananas when you tell her the news.

® Dad will go bananas when he sees this mess.
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; hit the books
Id'om (vl i fd)

to study hard

Examples:

@ You better hit the books if you want to pass your exam
on Monday.

® | can't go out tonight. | need to hit the books.
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1(+[Tv];,] skinand bones
(e 23)

to be extremely thin

Examples:

® A lot of these fashion models are all skin and bones.

® Your brother is just skin and bones - has he been sick?
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! a mind like a sieve
EIEEy  malo ch 4

If you have a mind like a sieve, you forget
things very easily

Examples:

® John has a mind like a sieve - had to leave him three
separate reminders about the play tomorrow night!

® He has lost his keys again- he has a mind like a sieve.
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it's early days
(b ) St JyL

it is too soon to be sure how a
situation will develop

Examples:

® Our progress has been fairly slow so far, but it's early days.

® My new business is doing pretty well in terms of profit, but
it's early days.
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along face
(03 J o gt B )

if you have a long face, you look sad

Examples:

® Sarah had such a long face yesterday after she learned that
she failed her exam.

® Why do you have such a long face?ls something bothering
you?
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it'sallgo

it is very busy

Examples:

@ It's all go in the commercial property market.

@ It's all go in town today.
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Idiom all talk and no trousers
(o) JdB S K )

1

Someone who talks about doing important things, but
doesn't take any action.

Examples:

@® Politicians are known to be all talk and no trousers.

® He says he's going to do something about it but he never will.
He's all talk and no trousers.
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1([11];;] withopenarms

( Gs=sBo o=l sb [ 908 o s )

in a very friendly way

Examples:

® He greeted Peter with open arms.

® Don’t expect her to welcome you with open arms. She’s still
very angry with you.
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IdiomE shot in the dark

a guess that you make without having any facts or
ideas to support it

Examples:

® My answer to the last question was a complete shot in the
dark.

® It was a shot in the dark, but it turned out to be exactly right.
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pay through the nose

to pay too much money for something

Examples:

® We paid through the nose to get the car fixed.

® Universities are actually free for citizens in this country, but
because | immigrated here | have to pay through the nose
for my degree.
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1[T,1 clearthe air
(cAeD ff coll) oom 1 )

to discuss a problem or difficult situation
with someone in order to make it better

Examples:

® All right, let's discuss this frankly. It'll be better if we clear the
air.

@ |n an attempt to clear the air, Peter has planned a meeting with
employees to discuss the issue.
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Idlom like chalk and cheese

completely different from each other

Examples:

® My brother and | are like chalk and cheese.

® His two sons are like chalk and cheese.
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worried sick

o, &8

® extremely worried

Examples:

® The next time you're going to be this late getting home,
please call me, because | was worried sick!

® Your father and | are worried sick about you.
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(as)clear as mud

@2y s

@ very difficult to understand

Examples:

® His instructions were as clear as mud.

® The computer manual was as clear as mud, so we
stopped reading it.
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shoot yourself
in the foot

Aty po5og o JB ) (JoB e (53

e to do or say something that
causes problems for you

Examples:

® Why does Sarah always shoot herself in the foot by
saying the wrong thing?

e If we just let him keep talking, pretty soon he's going to
shoot himself in the foot.
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(be) in two minds

JARS Jo o8 b

e to be unable to decide
about something

Examples:

@ | was in two minds whether or not to come this morning.

@ Peter is in two minds about what to study at university.
He's interested in history, but he also likes the idea of
being a lawyer.
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chop-chop

g

® used to tell someone
to hurry

Examples:

® Come on, chop-chop, we're late!

® Let's go, chop-chop!
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slippery slope
298 @iy [ g @2y of

® a bad situation or habit that, after it
has started, is likely to get very
much worse

Examples:

® You're on a slippery slope once you start lying about
your age!

® His behavior will lead him down a slippery slope to ruin.
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tie the knot

s [ Bk

® to get married

Examples:

® She's planning to tie the knot with her German fiancé
next June.

® They tied the knot yesterday.
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bite off more than
you can chew

Ll § g dludth Joa &f

® to try to do something that
is too difficult for you

Examples:

® | think he's bitten off more than he can chew taking all
those classes.

® Don't bite off more than you can chew. Let someone
else organize the party.
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keep itunder
your hat

plly St

® to keep something secret

Examples:

® |'ve got some interesting news, but you must promise to
keep it under your hat for the moment.

® |'ll only tell you if you promise to keep it under your hat.
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beat around the
bush

B pllon @ g ol (B ANl el

® to avoid talking about what is
Important

Examples:

® Don't beat around the bush - get to the point!

® | et's stop beating around the bush and discuss this
matter.
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dead duck

ARB Jefon ot ) g

® someone or something that is very
unlikely to be successful, especially
because of a mistake or bad judgment

Examples:

® They knew their plans were a dead duck.

® The government is a dead duck.
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take the bull by
the horns

B gpillan B g proy ARKAN an (Jof

@ to deal with a difficult situation
in a very direct way

Examples:

® Why don't you take the bull by the horns and tell him to
leave?

@ It's time to take the bull by the horns and get this job done.
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hit it off

to quickly become good friends with someone
"Look how John hit it off with Mary. Yes, they really hit

it off."
"We had similar ideas about the show, and the two of us

hit it off right away."
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idiom
get off on the wrong foot
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to start a relationship or activity badly
"Peter got off on the wrong foot with my parents by
arriving late.”

"We got off on the wrong foot the first time I met him."
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Te [Te11

(be) off your head

to be crazy

"You must be off your head going out in this weather!”

"He's off his head if he thinks he can get that engine
fixed by this weekend."
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idiom
go in one ear and out the other

used for saying that someone does not
remember what you say or pay attention to it
"I've told him so many times — it just goes in one

ear and out the other."
' don't know why I tell her anything. It just goes in

one ear and out the other."
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idiom
get the hang of something

to learn how to do something

or use something
'I'll teach you how to use the design program — you'll

get the hang of it after a while."

"It seems difficult at first, but you'll soon get the hang
of it."
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idiom
pull your socks up

to make an effort to improve your
behaviour or your work
"Peter needs to pull his socks up if he is to make a
success of his career.”
"He's going to have to pull his socks up if he wants
to stay in the team."
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Te [Te11

get your act together

to start to organize yourself so that you do
things in an effective way

"She's so disorganized - I wish she'd get her act together.”

"We have to get our act together—we have to organize
ourselves.”

&« English With Karim f



idiom
miss the boat
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to fail to take advantage of an opportunity by
not taking action quickly enough
"If you don't call the recruiter back right away, you're going
to miss the boat.”

"You should have sold that house a year ago — you missed
the boat.”
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Te [Te11

(be) up to your neck
AN

to be in a difficult situation that is hard
to escape from

"Sarah 1s up to her neck in debt."

"The Prime Minister was up to his neck in scandal.”
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idiom
have a blast

to have a great time

"You should have come with us last night - we had a real
blast!"

"The kids are having a blast running around the beach
all day."
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idiom
put a sock in it

used for telling someone in a rude
way to be quiet

"Hey, put a sock 1n it, will you? I'm trying to work here.”

"Oh, put a sock 1n i1t! No one wants to hear your complaints
anymore."
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idiom
see eye 1o eye
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to agree with someone

" I see eye to eye with my brother on most things."

"My sisters don't see eye to eye with me about
the arrangements.”
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idiom
cabin fever

the feeling of being angry and bored because you
have been inside for too long

'I've got cabin fever. I've got to get out of here.”

" The rain had kept me indoors all weekend and
I was beginning to get cabin fever."
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Te [Te11

bundle of joy
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a baby

" Three days after the birth, Paul and Sandra took their
precious bundle of joy home."

" We are expecting a bundle of joy next September."
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Te [Te11

not a happy bunny

to be annoyed about a situation

" She was not a happy bunny after her work permit
application was denied.”

"I am receiving around 1,000 virus emails a day. I am
not a happy bunny.”
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Te [Te11

black sheep

someone who is regarded by other members of their
family or group as a failure or embarrassment

"Amy’s always been the black sheep of the family."

" Everyone likes me because I'm obedient. The same can't be
said for my cousin Peter who's been the black sheep since
we were kids."
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idiom
get even with someone

to do something equally bad to someone
who has done something bad to you ( get revenge )

'T'll get even with Peter some day for making those negative
comments about me."

' want to get even with Bill for beating me so badly in tennis
last time."
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idiom
catch the sun

to get red painful skin because of
being in the sun for too long

' made sure to pack you some extra sunscreen so that
you don't catch the sun on your trip."

"You've caught the sun on the back of your neck.”
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idiom
follow in someone's footsteps

to do the same job or to work or live in the same way as
someone else before you, especially someone in your family

"She followed in her father's footsteps by becoming a
doctor.”

"My tather was an engineer, and I plan to follow in his
footsteps and study engineering in college.”
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Te [Te11

drive someone crazy

to make someone very upset or angry

"We love our daughter, but sometimes she drives us crazy."

"Be quiet! You're driving me crazy!
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idiom
(be) in the mood for something

to feel that you would like to do something

"I don't know why, but I'm really in the mood for
ice cream today."

"I'm 1n the mood for shopping today."
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idiom
no laughing matter

something that should be treated seriously

"Boys, this 1s no laughing matter. One of you could have
been seriously hurt.”

"Your kids' behaviour is an offence. It's no laughing
matter .
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idiom
avoid someone or something
like the plague

to stay away as much as possible from
(someone or something)

"Your boss is so dirty. If I were you, I'd avoid him like
the plague.’
'I'm not a fan of parties - in fact I avoid them like the

plague.’
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idiom
cry over spilt milk

to waste time feeling upset about something
bad that has happened and cannot be changed

"Yes, we made a mistake, but there’s no point in
crying over spilt milk."

"Please calm down, you're just crying over spilt milk.
We already submitted the report, so we can't fix it now."
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To [Te11

(be) mad keen

to be very interested in or excited
about someone or something
"Oh, I've seen the way Tim smiles at you—he's definitely
mad keen on you!”

'I'm mad keen on that college, so I really hope they
accept me."
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idiom
(be) out of the woods
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to no longer be in danger
or difficulty

"Her surgery went as well as we could have hoped, but
she's not out of the woods yet."

"The nation's economy is not out of the woods yet."
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idiom
have a sweet tooth

a strong liking for sweet foods
"She has a sweet tooth; she can't resist chocolate cake.”

" John eats candy all the time. He must have a sweet tooth."
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idiom
a mystery to me

something | do not understand

'It's a mystery to me why she married him in the first
place!”

"It's a mystery to me how people know about my private
life.”
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idiom
wet blanket

someone who prevents other
people from having fun

"Don't invite Peter to the party. He's such a wet blanket
that he'll probably just complain the whole time."

"Jack's fun at parties, but his brother's a wet blanket."
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idiom
eat like a horse

to eat a lot

"Kim 1s staying for dinner, and she eats like a horse, so
you better make some extra food."

"My brother eats like a horse but never puts on any
weight'.
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idiom
hang in the balance
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If the future of something hangs
in the balance, it is uncertain.

"The future of the company hangs in the balance.’

"Peter's career, much more than mine, hangs in the
balance.”
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idiom
(be) on the right track

to be doing something in a way
that will bring good results

"These results suggest that we are on the right track.”

"After all of those failed experiments, our team 1s finally
on the right track now."
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idiom
(have) mixed feelings

feel both positive and negative
about something/somebody

'l had mixed feelings about leaving home. I was excited
but at the same time, I knew I would miss my family."

'I kept leaving her as I had mixed feelings about being
married to some one older than myself.’
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idiom
at a snail's pace

extremely slowly

"The roads were full of traffic and we were travelling
at a snail's pace for two hours.”

"The work 1s progressing at a snail's pace.”

& English With Karim f



idiom
as clear as mud
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very difficult to understand

"I guess I need to call a lawyer because these legal

contracts are as clear as mud."

"My teacher's instructions were as clear as mud."
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idiom
on the mend
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to be getting better after an illness

"She’s been very ill, but luckily she’s on the mend now."

"Peter’s had flu, but he’s on the mend.”
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idiom
go to the wadll

to fail, especially when this involves
losing all your business and money
"After nine months of massive losses the company
finally went to the wall."

"Over the last year, two of the most successtul companies
in the world have gone to the wall. "
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idiom
it serves someone right
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used for saying that you think someone deserves
something unpleasant that happens to them

"I hear his wite 1s divorcing him." "It serves him right
after the way he's treated her.’

"He won't even talk to me."” " It serves you right for lying
to him."
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idiom
as tough as old boots

very strong and able to deal with
difficult situations or pain easily

"Don’t worry about me. I'm as tough as old boots."

"He might be in his eighties but he's as tough as
old boots."
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idiom
go cold turkey

to stop or give up a bad habit
immediately or completely

"I had to stop smoking, so I went cold turkey. "

"Peter went cold turkey when he gave up catfeine
completely.”
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idiom
(be) made of money

to be very rich

"No, you can't have another car - I'm not made of money!

"I know you want the new phone, but the answer 1s no. I'm
not made of money."
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idiom

(be) cut from the same cloth

to have very similar qualities to
someone or something else

"Julia and her mother are cut from the same cloth, as
they are both so kind and sweet.”

"We're cut from the same cloth, you and 1.
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idiom

somebody’s mind goes blank

someone cannot remember or

think of anything

"When he asked me for my number, my mind went
completely blank."

'I tried to remember her name, but my mind went
completely blank."
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idiom
(be) wet behind the ears
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to be young and without experience

"He's just finished high school, so he's still wet behind
the ears.’

"Peter 1s too young to take on a job like this! He's still wet
behind the ears.”
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idiom

hit the roof

to become extremely angry
"Dad will hit the roof when he tinds out I sold the car.”

"My parents are going to hit the roof if they find out we
had a party here!”
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idiom
live the dream
)Y

to live your life in the way you
have always dreamed of

'I always wanted to be a famous singer, and now I'm living
the dream.’

"My brother is living the dream. He always wanted to be

a pilot.”
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idiom
(be) a sucker for
something/someone
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to like someone or something very much,
especially so that you cannot refuse them

"I'm a total sucker for cakes."

"Mike’s a sucker for foreign sports cars.’
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idiom

(be) taken aback

to be very surprised or
shocked by something

"When Mary told me the news, I was taken aback
for a moment.”

"When I told my parents I was married, they were
completely taken aback."
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idiom
break the ice

make people feel more comfortable

"Someone suggested that we play a party game to
break the ice."

"Peter told a few jokes to break the ice.’

& English With Karim f




idiom
from the word go

from the start

"The bridge-building project had problems with funding
right from the word go."

'It's essential you make the right decisions from the word
g‘ﬂ."
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idiom

spill the beans

to tell people secret information

"Does Phillip know about our plan?” "Yes, someone must
have spilled the beans."

"We had everything organized for Bruce's surprise party,
but Kate accidentally spilled the beans to him at work."
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idiom
no-brainer

something so simple or obvious that
you do not need to think much about it

"It should be 1llegal to drink and drive. That's a no-brainer."

"Taking that job over the one I had was a no-brainer”
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idiom

old hand

someone who is very experienced and
skilled in a particular area of activity

"We should be able to trust Silva to negotiate a good deal
for us - he's an old hand at the game."

" Peter 1s an old hand at such compositions and has never
had any trouble with them."
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idiom
get something off your chest

to talk to someone about something that has been
worrying you, so that you feel better about it

"He came to see me because he wanted to get something
off his chest.”

"She felt happy when she got it off her chest. She had felt
guilty for years."
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idiom
(be) your own boss

to work for yourself and not be
employed by someone else

'I'd really like to be my own boss."

"I'm very much my own boss and no one interferes with
what I do.”
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idiom
(as) cool as a cucumber

very calm and relaxed, especially
in a difficult situation

"Sarah felt nervous, but she acted as cool as a cucumber."

"She walked 1n as cool as a cucumber, as 1f nothing had
happened.”
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idiom
look someone in the eye
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to talk to someone in an honest way, to show
that what you are saying is true

"I can't believe you can look me in the eye and lie to me

like that.”

"Can you look me in the eye and say that you really love
him?"
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idiom
put yourself on the line
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to do something that has
big personal risks for you

"Look, I'm putting myself on the line for you here. I could
get fired 1f they find out what we're up to!"

"Firefighters always put themselves on the line every
working day."
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idiom
roll up your sleeves

get ready for hard work

"Well, we have a long day ahead, so let's roll up our sleeves
and start!"

'l know you're disappointed, but you need to roll up your
sleeves and redouble your efforts.”
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idiom

(be) in the public eye

to be famous and written about in newspapers
and magazines and seen on television

"Celebrities make a lot of money, but being in the public eye
and getting recognized all the time has 1ts drawbacks."

"The royal family are always in the public eye.”
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idiom
ring the changes
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to make major changes to something

"Let’s ring the changes and repaint the whole house.”

'I'm not surprised that Tina showed up with purple hair
today—she loves ringing the changes with her hair color.”
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idiom
get/go back to nature

to spend time living in a simple way
without modern machines, electricity, etc.
"They went on a camping trip to get back to nature.”

"My sister really wanted to go back to nature, but I like
modern technology too much to do that.”
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idiom
a change of heart

a situation in which you change your

opinion about someone or something

"She was going to sell her house but had a change of
heart at the last minute."

"The government seems to have had a change of heart
about nursery education.”
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idiom
in high spirits
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happy, enjoying things

"He seemed sad the last time I saw him, so I'm glad he's
in high spirits tonight."

"Well, you're in high spirits! You must have passed that
test you were worried about.’
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idiom
have kittens

to be very worried, upset,
or angry about something

"My mother had kittens when I said I was going to buy a
motorbike."

"My father had kittens when I stayed out late yesterday."
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idiom
a little bird told me

said when you don't want to reveal
the source of your information

"How did you know the news?"
"Oh, a little bird told me."

"A little bird told me that you've got engaged.”
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idiom
men in blue

the police

"The men 1in blue are chasing the drug dealer.”

"We caught a thief in our house, we're just waiting
for the men in blue to come arrest him."
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idiom
| wasn’t born yesterday

used for telling someone that you are not
stupid enough to believe what they are saying

"'l know what's going on. I wasn't born yesterday."

"You say you would pay me back as soon as possible, but
I don't believe you. I wasn't born yesterday, you know. "
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idiom
the salt of the earth

an ordinary person who is respected
because they are honest and good

"My father 1s the salt of the earth. He works hard and
always helps people who are in need.”

"Mrs. Jones 1s the salt of the earth. She 1s the first to help
anyone 1n trouble.”
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idiom
up in the air

if a plan is up in the air, you have
not yet decided what will happen

"The whole future of the project is still up in the air.”

"Our trip 1s still very much up in the air.”
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idiom
live from hand to mouth

to live without a lot of money

"My father earned very little and there were four kids, so
we lived from hand to mouth.”

“The family has been living from hand to mouth ever
since their father lost his job.”
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to agree to share the cost of
something, especially a meal

'l don't want you to pay for my ticket. Let's go Dutch.’

"We went Dutch on a meal 1n the new restaurant 1in
Shaftesbury Avenue.”
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idiom

get hitched
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to get married

"Did you hear? Sarah and David got hitched last week!"

"They got hitched last year without telling anybody
about 1t."
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idiom
(be) back on your feet

to be healthy again after a period of illness

"Jim’s hoping he’ll be back on his feet by next week."

"Sarah 1s happy to be back on her feet again after her
hospital stay."

& English With Karim f



1/1Y;;] ashouldertocryon

someone who listens to you with sympathy
when you talk about your problems

Examples:

® "She was always a shoulder to cry on for her friends.”

® "Janine needed a shoulder to cry on after she lost her job, so she
came over to my apartment.”
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walk on air
g

to feel extremely excited or happy

Examples:

@ "After the delivery of her baby, she was walking on air."

@ 'Since their engagement, he's been walking on air.”
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i:[11,] be at death's door

to be very sick

Examples:

@® "Most of the survivors of the airplane crash are still at death’s door. *

@® 'His skin was so pale, he looked like he was at death's door."

English With Karim



1L/11,] have the last laugh

to scceed when others
thought you would not

Examples:

® 'She was fired from the company last year, but she had the last laugh
when she was hired by their main rival at twice the salary. "

@ ' After so many people dismissed her, Lisa had the last laugh by
moving to Hollywood and becoming a well-known character actress.”
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Idiom pat someone on the back

to praise someone for doing something good

Examples:

® "My teacher patted me on the back for my good marks in
the maths test.”

® "The coach patted each player on the back after the
game.”
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1G0T blow your top

to become extremely angry

Examples:

® "My father will blow his top when he sees what happened
to the car.”

® "My mother blew her top when | told her | was quitting
medical school.”
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L[] cry your eyes out

to cry a lot

Examples:

® "| was so upset that day, | cried my eyes out.”

® "She cried her eyes out when he left her for another girl.”
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i[11] have butterflies
(in your stomach)

to feel very nervous, usually about
something you are going to do

Examples:

® "| always have butterflies in my stomach before an exam."

® "l almost didn't go on stage and perform tonight because
| had butterflies in my stomach.”
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1L[1]] keep a straight face

to manage to stop yourself from
smiling or laughing

Examples:

® " Barbara tried to keep a straight face, but in the end she
just couldn't help laughing.”

® "What went through Tom's mind | can't imagine, but he did
manage to keep a straight face."
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1 (:[T']11] 1 could murder something
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used to say that you are very hungry or thirsty
and want a particular food or drink

Examples:

® "| could murder a cup of tea!"

® 'I'm hungry after that walk. | could murder a hamburger
right now."
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to have a party

Examples:

® "Peter threw a party for Brad's 18th birthday."

® "Bill threw a party for his sister before she went away
to college.”
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LI fromAtoZ

1o

including everything, completely

Examples:

®"This book tells the story of her life from Ato Z."

®"Peter knows London from Ato Z.
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L[] party animal

a person who loves parties
Examples:

®"Sarah is a real party animal - she likes to dance all night.”

® "My boyfriend and | are real party animals.”
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1([T];,] as gentle as alamb

said about kind, innocent, and gentle people

Examples:

® "Sarah is as gentle as a lamb. That's why everybody likes
her.”

® Peter may seem a bad person, but he's as gentle as a lamb.
He's actually helped me carry my groceries many times.
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(be) on cloud nine

to be extremely happy and excited

Examples:

® "Was Helen pleased about getting that job?" "Pleased?
She was on cloud nine!”

® He was on cloud nine after he passed the exam.
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save the day

o rescue someone or a situation
from danger or failure

Examples:

® "The team seemed to be heading for disaster until a late
goal saved the day."

® "Peter saved the day by lending me his suit for the
Interview."
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11111 skin someone alive

to punish someone severely

Examples:

® "My parents will skin me alive if they see my grades.”

® "My mother will skin me alive for being so late home."
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1 [[';] have bigger fish to fry

to have something more important to do

Examples:

® | can't answer your question. | have bigger fish to fry."

@ | want Chris to help me with this project, but he claims he
has bigger fish to fry right now."
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(:[['];] have money to burn

to spend a lot of money on things
that are not necessary

Examples:

® "Peter seems to have money to burn. He always buys his
girlfriend extravagant things”

® "I don't know what Sarah's job is but she certainly seems
to have money to burn.”
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in bad shape

in bad physical condition

Examples:

® "Bill is in bad shape. He needs to exercise regularly and go
on a diet.”

® "Fred had a little accident, and he's in bad shape.”
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give someone a hard time

to make things difficult or unpleasant for someone

Examples:

® "Her kids always give her a hard time when she takes them
shopping.”

® "Sarah left the company because her boss was giving her a
really hard time."
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ICI01]  marry money

to marry a rich person

Examples:

® "Sarah married money and got rich.”

® "Peter's sister married money — she lives in London now."
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I6T]] sell like hotcakes

To be sold quickly and in large quantities

Examples:

® " The company have sold their new game like hotcakes.’

® ' Thefancy new cars were selling like hotcakes."

English With Karim



feel blue

to feel sad

Examples:

® "Sarah felt blue after her divorce."

® "l have been feeling blue ever since | have heard that my
daughter will be moving abroad for good.”
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you hame it

Apple juice!
Orange juice!
Pineapple juice!
You name it!

used after a list of things to mean that there
are many more you could mention

Examples:

® "The camp offers horse riding, tennis, water sports, you hame it."

® 'Clothes, books - you name it, they've got it!"
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lose it

to become very angry and upset

Examples:

® "I'd been trying so hard to stay calm but in the end | just lost it."

® "Sarah completely lost it with one of the kids in class."
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1(+[1)]1] stab someone in the back

to harm someone who
trusts you

Examples:

® "When | was in trouble, all my friends stabbed me in the back."

® 'l thought that she was my friend. | can’t believe that she stabbed
me in the back."
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leave someonein
the lurch

to leave someone in a difficult
situation without helping them

Examples:

® "My secretary left me in the lurch last month and | haven't found a
replacement yet."

® "When Janet's husband decided to go on holiday with his friends,
he left her in the lurch organizing her kid's birthday party."
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leave someonein
the lurch

to leave someone in a difficult
situation without helping them

Examples:

® "My secretary left me in the lurch last month and | haven't found a
replacement yet."

® "When Janet's husband decided to go on holiday with his friends,
he left her in the lurch organizing her kid's birthday party."
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give someone the
cold shoulder

to intentionally ignore someone or treat
someone in an unfriendly way

Examples:

® '| thought she really liked me, but the next day she gave me
the cold shoulder.”

® "After | got the promotion, a few of my co-workers started
giving me the cold shoulder."
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1([1]1]] come out of your shell

to stop being shy and begin to confidently show
your real character and feelings

Examples:

® "It took Dan a few weeks to come out of his shell but he's
doing well now."

® "Sarah used to be very shy but | think she's come out of her
shell.”
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1(:[1111] (be) nuts about sth/sb

to be very enthusiastic about an object,
activity, or person

Examples:

® "Peter's nuts about books."

® "Sophie's nuts about dinosaurs."
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i(:[1,;] break your back

to work extremely hard

Examples:

® "These days you have to break your back to make a
business work."

® "He broke his back to get the project done on time."
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1(:[1']1] (be) green with envy

wishing very muéh that you had what
someone else has

Examples:

® "When | heard about his new job | was green with envy."

® "Peter is heading off to Spain for the week, and I'm green
with envy."
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161l do arunner

to leave quickly without paying for
something or in order to avoid trouble

Examples:

® "Sarah's dad did a runner soon after she was born."

® "They were arrested after doing a runner from an expensive
restaurant.”
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L) bag of bones
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someone who is extremely thin
Examples:
® "The child was just a bag of bones when we found her."

® "l've lost so much weight that I'm just turning into a bag
of bones."
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(1111 throw sb under the bus

to do something harmful to someone else in
order to gain an advantage for yourself

Examples:

® "Tommy was caught with the marijuana in his backpack, but
he threw me under the bus and said it belonged to me."

® "I'm not going to throw my friend under the bus for something
he did 25 years ago."
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IL[11] sofar, sogood

%
.'::" SRy

used for saying that someone or something
has been successful up to this point

Examples:

® "How's the project going?" "So far, so good."

® "How's your new job?" "So far, so good."
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(be) long in the tooth

very old

Examples:

® She's a little long in the tooth to be wearing shorts, don't
you think?

® | think he is a bit long in the tooth to be a romantic hero
in that play.
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L0 (be) achicken

someone who is not at all brave

Examples:

® Don't be a chicken. Tell her that you really love her.

® I'm scared of the dark. I'm a big chicken.
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to depart, leave, or go away

Examples:

® "Are you leaving so soon? Yes, I'm off to the grocery store
before it closes.”

® "I'm so excited because I'm off to study abroad in England
next semester.”
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1L[1] go pear-shaped

if things go pear-shaped, they go wrong

Examples:

® \We'd planned to go away for the weekend, but it all went
pear-shaped.

® We started well, but it all went pear-shaped and we lost five
matches in a row.
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Idiom hard nut to crack

a problem that is very difficult to soive ora
person who is very difficult to understand

Examples:

® Tom sure is a hard nut to crack. | can't figure him out.

® This algebra equation sure is a hard nut to crack.
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(4[] to cut a long story short
”m”““llhﬂw

used to say that you are only going to
mention the main facts of something

Examples:

® To cut a long story short, he threw them out of the house.

® | took a short-term job with the company and, to cut a long
story short, | ended up as managing director.
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1G] as f|t as a flddle

to be very healthy and strong
Examples:

® My grandmother's 89, but she's as fit as a fiddle.

® Yes, | did have surgery a few months ago, but 'm asfitasa
fiddle now.
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I:[111] beatadead horse

to waste effort on something when there
is no chance of succeeding

Examples:

® We've all moved on from that problem, so there's no use
beating a dead horse.

® There's no use trying to keep this business going. We are
beating a dead horse.
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off the hook
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freed from a difficult situation

Examples:

® John's agreed to go to the meeting in my place so that lets
me off the hook.

® | think | am off the hook now.
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LT  drop the ball

to make a mistake, especially by doing
something in a stupid or careless way

Examples:

® For God's sake don't drop the ball on this - we're relying on
youl.

® Everything was going fine in the election until my campaign
manager dropped the ball.
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1G0Tl thrilled to bits

extremely pleased

Examples:

® | was thrilled to bits to hear that I'd been selected for a
literary award in New York City.

® She was thrilled to bits with her present.
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chew the fat

to chat or gossip.

Examples:

® My sister and | haven't seen each other in nearly five years,
so we stayed up half the night chewing the fat.

® \We chewed the fat until the early hours of the morning.
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in deep water

in a difficult or serious situation

Examples:

® John is having trouble with back taxes. He's in deep water

® | am in deep water because | lied to my wife.
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to praise someoneor smething publicly

Examples:

® At the memorial service, | paid tribute to his kindness.

® The town paid tribute to the firefighters who died in
the fire.
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G0 food for thought

something worth thinking seriously about

Examples:

® Thank you for your suggestion - it gave us a lot of food for
thought.

® That meeting really gave me food for thought—I might
invest in their company after all.
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(.[[11] a blessing in disguise

ol

something that at first seems bad, but later turns
out to be beneficial

Examples:

® Losing that job was a blessing in disguise really.

® Dad's illness was a blessing in disguise; it brought the
family together for the first time in years.
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1(:[1]1] like a fish out of water

someone who is uncomfortable in a specific situation

Examples:

® | felt like a fish out of water in my new job.

® When Carla transferred to a new school, she was like a fish out of
water because she didn't know anyone there.
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(1] lose your head

to lose control and become
nervous or angry

Examples:

® Everything went dark, and | just lost my head and couldn't think
what to do.

® She lost her head when he told her he wanted a divorce.
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someone who has a lot of knowledge and intelligence
and is only interested in academic subjects

Examples:

® The Government was dominated by self-important eggheads.

® | think Jane will do well in her exams. She has always been a kind
of egghead from elementary school all the way through college.

English With Karim




1 ([11,1] the ballis in your court

It is up to you to make the next decision
or step

Examples:

® Well, they invited you, so the ball is in your court now. Do you
want to go out with them or not?

@® I've done my bit. The ball is in his court now.
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up to my eyes

to be very busy doing something

Examples:

® There's no way | can take a vacation right now, I'm up to my
eyes in work at the moment!

® Dinner! This weekend ! Sorry, Peter but | really can’t. 'm up to
my eyes at the moment. Another time, maybe.
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(. [[11;] burn the midnight oil

to work late into the night

Examples:

® Chris is asleep after burning the midnight oil trying to finish
nis article.

@® | have a big exam tomorrow so I'll be burning the midnight oil
tonight.
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to have a lot of energy and enthusiasm

Examples:

® Sarah was full of beans after a long sleep.

® | wish | was one of those people who are full of beans first thing
in the morning.
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easy doesit

do it slowly and carefully

Examples:

® "Can | put it down now?" "Yes, but it's fragile so easy doesiit."

® | was on the back of Sarah's motorbike and she was going
really fast, so | said "Easy does it!"
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1([T;] throw money down
the drain

to waste money by spending it on
something useless

Examples:

® Don't buy any more of that low-quality merchandise. That's just
throwing money down the drain.

® That's a worthless investment. He's throwing his money
down the drain.
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Idiom all bark and no blte

full of talk, but low on action

Examples:

® John talks big about how much money he'll make someday,
but he's all bark and no bite.

® He looks rough and dangerous, somewhat like a gangster and
talks tough, but he is all bark and no bite.
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(/11111 keep your nose clean

e .

to avoid getting into trouble

Examples:

® I'd only been out of prison three months, so | was trying to keep
my nose clean.

® By avoiding the drug dealers on the corner street, James was
making an effort to keep his nose clean.
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the hottest days of the summer

Examples:

® " As a kid, | loved lounging in the swimming pool during the
dog days of summer."

® "During the dog days of summer, people prefer to remain
indoors and go out as little as possible."
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throw in the towel

to quit
to admit defeat or failure

Examples:

® My brother was so fed up of his manager that he threw in the
towel and quit his job.

® Jim beat me for the fourth time, so | threw in the towel.
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1[T11] turn over a new leaf

to change your life by starting to be a
better person or stopping a bad habit

Examples:

® He realized he was in the wrong and promised to turn over a
new leaf.

® She turned over a new leaf and began getting to work on time.
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Idiom skeletons in the closet

an embarrassing or shameful secret

Examples:

® He didn't believe me when | said that | didn't have any
skeletons in my closet.

® That politician has a lot of skeletons in his closet. If they are
ever revealed, he will not only lose his job-he'll be sent to prison!
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know (sth) inside out

to know everything about a subject

Examples:

® He knows that computer program inside out.

® She knows the business inside out.
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1C[[\[] speak of the devil

something you say when the person you
were talking about appears unexpectedly

Examples:

® "Did you hear what happened to Anna yesterday - oh, speak
of the devil, here she is."

® "Well, speak of the devil! We were just talking about you!"
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C1L) smellarat

to believe something is wrong
Or suspicious

Examples:

® On observing the thief's actions, the policeman smelt a rat and
realised that the thief was lying and up to something foul.

® He's been working late with her every night this week -
| smell a rat!
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Idiom pull the wool over
somebody’'s eyes

to deceive someone by not
telling the truth

Examples:

@® He tried pulling the wool over our eyes by hiding the profits in
separate accounts, but we were quick to catch onto his scheme.

@® Stop trying to pull the wool over my eyes! What were you two
fighting about just now?
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i([T),;] the best thing since
sliced bread

a new invention or innovation that is likely to
improve people’s lives significantly

Examples:

@® These waterproof jeans are the best thing since sliced bread.
| don't have to worry about getting soaked!

® The invention of the internet has changed the way we live;
it is the best thing since sliced bread.
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(/1] have a bone to pick
with someone

-

to want to talk to someone about
something annoying they have done

Examples:

® |'ve got a bone to pick with you - you've been using my
shaver again.

® Hey, Bill. I've got a bone to pick with you. Where is the money
you owe me?
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L] costabomb

expensive

Examples:

® A fancy car like that costs a bomb, so | definitely can't afford it!

® "Your watch is gorgeous."
"I should hope so, it cost a bomb."
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(7] full of yourself

to be always talking about yourself or your
achievements in a way that annoys other people

Examples:

@® | couldn’t stand him, he was so full of himself.

® | doubt she even thought about what you might need, she's
so full of herself.
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packed like sardines

crowded so tightly together in a space
that there is no room to move

Examples:

@® We were packed like sardines in the rush-hour train.

@® We were packed like sardines in the ship and could barely
move.
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i(:[T,] buryyourheadin

to ignore a problem or an unpleasant
situation and hope that it will disappear

Examples:

® You've got to face facts here - you can't just bury your head in
the sand.

® You'll never solve your problems if you just bury your head in
the sand - you have to face them.
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1(+[T)];] only have eyes for
someone

e aaa

to be interested in or attracted to only
one person

Examples:

® Peter only has eyes for Sarah. He's not interested in other girls.

® Oh! | doubt Bella would cheat on you—she only has eyes for
you!
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1 ([Ti]} ] twist someone's arm

to persuade someone to do something
that they do not want to do

Examples:

® | didn't want to go to the exhibition, but Linda twisted
my arm.

® | wasn’t going to come, but George twisted my arm.
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11,1 eatlike abird

to eat very little

Examples:

® Don't worry about making extra food for Kim, she eats like
a bird.

® You eat like a bird - | don't know how you stay healthy.
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1(:[11],;] bite the bullet

force yourself to do something
difficult or unpleasant

Examples:

@ | hate going to the dentist, but I'll just have to bite the bullet.

® If you no longer want to marry Sarah, you need to bite the
bullet and tell her.
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1([1+]1,] a world of difference

used for emphasizing the difference
between two people or things

Examples:

® There's a world of difference between the service in the two
hotels.

® There's a world of difference between high school classes
and college classes.
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Icliom not be on speaking

be so angry with each other that
they refuse to speak to each other

Examples:

® They had an argument last night and now they're not on
speaking terms.

® He was not on speaking terms with his brother or sisters.
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stormina teacup

a lot of unnecessary anger and worry
about a matter that is not important

Examples:

® My brother and sister had a big argument about the television
yesterday, but it was just a storm in a teacup.

@I really think you're making a storm in a teacup over this. It's
just a tiny scratch on the car!
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1 (+[T1]|] getoutof bed on the
wrong side

used to say that somebody
isin a bad mood

Examples:

@®| think Ann got out of bed on the wrong side this morning.

® Why is Peter so irritable this morning? Did he get out of bed
on the wrong side again?

English With Karim




pull someone’s leg

to tell someone something that is
not true, as a joke

Examples:

@ s it really your car or are you pulling my leg?

@ Stop pulling my leg - you didn’t have lunch with Bono!
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like a dog with
two tails

very happy and excited

Examples:

® Mary's been like a dog with two tails ever since she got her
promotion.

® | was like a dog with two tails when they told me that | passed
the exam.
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({10111 let your hair down

s

to enjoy you rself and start to relax,
especially after working very hard

Examples:

® The party gave us all a chance to really let our hair down.

® We need a place where young folk can let their hair down
and enjoy themselves.
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(4 {T1]1{] think on your feet

be able to think and react to
things very quickly

Examples:

® When you're called on in class, you have to be able to think
on your feet.

® He can think on his feet quicker than anyone I've ever met.
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1(+[T)]|] one of those days

a bad day, full of problems

Examples:

® It's been one of those days. | lost my keys and then | fell over
running for the bus.

@ | forgot to call her again - it's just been one of those days.
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BARK UP THE WRONG TREE

Making a mistake or a false assumption in something
you are trying to achieve.

Examples:

@ The police spent three months barking up the wrong tree
on the murder investigation.

® You're barking up the wrong tree if you think Sam can help
you.
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instead of what usually happens

Examples:

®Why don't you let me drive for a change?

@ |t's nice to hear some good news for a change.
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Expression

on the tip
of my tongue

@ If something that you want to say is on
the tip ofyour tongue, you think
you know it and that you will be
able to remember it very soon.

Examples:

® Her name is on the tip of my tongue.

® - Can you remember the name of our teacher last week?
- | think it begins with P. Oh, it's on the tip of my tongue.
- Was it Peter?
- Yes that was it. Good teacher
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10 Ways to Encourage Someone
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e Youcandoit!
e You're doing great.
e Keep up the good work!
e That's areal improvement.
e You're on theright track.
® You've almost got it.
® Don’t give up!/Hang in there!
(when someone is currently having difficulties)
e Give it your best shot. (best shot = best try, best effort)
® Nice job!/You did great!
(after the person has done something good)
e That was anice try.
(say this after someone made a good effort but failed)
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Expressions + ing

When the following expressions are followed by averb |
the verbendsin-ing:

® [t'snouse...
There is nothing you can do about the situation (/)
so it's no use worrying about it.

There Is nothing you can do about the situation ()
so it's no use to worry about it.

¢ [t'snogood...
It's no good trying to persuade me. You won't succeed. @

lt's no good to try to persuade me. You won}t succeed. @

e t's (not) worth...

| live only a short walk from here | so it's not worth taking a taxi. @
| live only a short walk from here | so it's not worth to take a taxi. (%)

== YOu can say that a film is worth seeing / a book is worth reading
not a film is worth to see / a book is worth to read.
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Phrases for Disagreeing

Expressing disagreement

| beg to differ. I don't think so.
| don't think so.

(very informal) No way.

I'm afraid | disagree.

¢ |totally disagree.

®* Not necessarily.

®* That's not always true.

®* That's not always the case.

e Yes, but... [say your opinion]
®* No, I'm not so sure about that.

¥
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Phrases for Agreeing

Expressing agreement

@ Exactly.

e Absolutely.

e That's for sure.

® No doubt about it.

¢ (informal) I'll say!

® Icouldn't agree more.

® | was just going to say that.
® (informal) Tell me about it! / You're telling me!
® That’'s exactly what | think./ That’s exactly how I feel.
® (weak) | suppose so./l guess so.
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® Said to praise and thank someone
for doing something helpful.

Examples:

® Hats off to Peter, without him we'd have never finished
this project on time.

® This new car has the most unusual design on the road,
and for that | say hats off to the designers.
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Te [Te11

hit it off

to quickly become good friends with someone
"Look how John hit it off with Mary. Yes, they really hit

it off."
"We had similar ideas about the show, and the two of us

hit it off right away."
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1[];;] brain-dead

If someone is brain-dead, thir mind is not working
effectively, usually because they are very tired or
very bored

Examples:

® By the time | leave work I'm completely brain-dead.

® What's the matter with you? Are you brain-dead or something?
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(1,1 brain-dead

If someone is brain-dead, thir mind is not working
effectively, usually because they are very tired or
very bored

Examples:

® By the time | leave work I'm completely brain-dead.

® \What's the matter with you? Are you brain-dead or something?
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idiom
(be) in the mood for something

to feel that you would like to do something

"I don't know why, but I'm really in the mood for
ice cream today."

"I'm 1n the mood for shopping today."
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idiom
no laughing matter

something that should be treated seriously

"Boys, this 1s no laughing matter. One of you could have
been seriously hurt.”

"Your kids' behaviour is an offence. It's no laughing
matter .
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idiom
avoid someone or something
like the plague

to stay away as much as possible from
(someone or something)

"Your boss is so dirty. If I were you, I'd avoid him like
the plague.’
'I'm not a fan of parties - in fact I avoid them like the

plague.’
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idiom
cry over spilt milk

to waste time feeling upset about something
bad that has happened and cannot be changed

"Yes, we made a mistake, but there’s no point in
crying over spilt milk."

"Please calm down, you're just crying over spilt milk.
We already submitted the report, so we can't fix it now."

& English With Karim f




idiom
(be) out of the woods

@

to no longer be in danger
or difficulty

"Her surgery went as well as we could have hoped, but
she's not out of the woods yet."

"The nation's economy is not out of the woods yet."
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idiom
(be) on the right track

to be doing something in a way
that will bring good results

"These results suggest that we are on the right track.”

"After all of those failed experiments, our team 1s finally
on the right track now."
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idiom
it serves someone right
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R

used for saying that you think someone deserves
something unpleasant that happens to them

"I hear his wite 1s divorcing him." "It serves him right
after the way he's treated her.’

"He won't even talk to me."” " It serves you right for lying
to him."
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idiom
(be) made of money

to be very rich

"No, you can't have another car - I'm not made of money!

"I know you want the new phone, but the answer 1s no. I'm
not made of money."
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idiom

(be) cut from the same cloth

to have very similar qualities to
someone or something else

"Julia and her mother are cut from the same cloth, as
they are both so kind and sweet.”

"We're cut from the same cloth, you and 1.
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idiom
(be) wet behind the ears

ITI ‘

to be young and without experience

"He's just finished high school, so he's still wet behind
the ears.’

"Peter 1s too young to take on a job like this! He's still wet
behind the ears.”
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idiom

hit the roof

to become extremely angry
"Dad will hit the roof when he tinds out I sold the car.”

"My parents are going to hit the roof if they find out we
had a party here!”
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idiom
break the ice

make people feel more comfortable

"Someone suggested that we play a party game to
break the ice."

"Peter told a few jokes to break the ice.’
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idiom
no-brainer

something so simple or obvious that
you do not need to think much about it

"It should be 1llegal to drink and drive. That's a no-brainer."

"Taking that job over the one I had was a no-brainer”
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idiom

old hand

someone who is very experienced and
skilled in a particular area of activity

"We should be able to trust Silva to negotiate a good deal
for us - he's an old hand at the game."

" Peter 1s an old hand at such compositions and has never
had any trouble with them."
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idiom
get something off your chest

to talk to someone about something that has been
worrying you, so that you feel better about it

"He came to see me because he wanted to get something
off his chest.”

"She felt happy when she got it off her chest. She had felt
guilty for years."
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idiom
(be) your own boss

to work for yourself and not be
employed by someone else

'I'd really like to be my own boss."

"I'm very much my own boss and no one interferes with
what I do.”
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idiom
(as) cool as a cucumber

very calm and relaxed, especially
in a difficult situation

"Sarah felt nervous, but she acted as cool as a cucumber."

"She walked 1n as cool as a cucumber, as 1f nothing had
happened.”
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idiom
look someone in the eye
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to talk to someone in an honest way, to show
that what you are saying is true

"I can't believe you can look me in the eye and lie to me

like that.”

"Can you look me in the eye and say that you really love
him?"
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idiom

(be) in the public eye

to be famous and written about in newspapers
and magazines and seen on television

"Celebrities make a lot of money, but being in the public eye
and getting recognized all the time has 1ts drawbacks."

"The royal family are always in the public eye.”
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idiom
a change of heart

a situation in which you change your

opinion about someone or something

"She was going to sell her house but had a change of
heart at the last minute."

"The government seems to have had a change of heart
about nursery education.”
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idiom
have kittens

to be very worried, upset,
or angry about something

"My mother had kittens when I said I was going to buy a
motorbike."

"My father had kittens when I stayed out late yesterday."
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idiom
young at heart

thinking and behaving as if you were
young, even though you are old

"Although he 1s over 80, he still feels young at heart."

"Dad may be nearly 90 but he's still young at heart.”
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idiom
young at heart

thinking and behaving as if you were
young, even though you are old

"Although he 1s over 80, he still feels young at heart."

"Dad may be nearly 90 but he's still young at heart.”
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idiom
| wasn’t born yesterday

used for telling someone that you are not
stupid enough to believe what they are saying

"'l know what's going on. I wasn't born yesterday."

"You say you would pay me back as soon as possible, but
I don't believe you. I wasn't born yesterday, you know. "
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idiom
the salt of the earth

an ordinary person who is respected
because they are honest and good

"My father 1s the salt of the earth. He works hard and
always helps people who are in need.”

"Mrs. Jones 1s the salt of the earth. She 1s the first to help
anyone 1n trouble.”
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idiom
up in the air

if a plan is up in the air, you have
not yet decided what will happen

"The whole future of the project is still up in the air.”

"Our trip 1s still very much up in the air.”
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to agree to share the cost of
something, especially a meal

'l don't want you to pay for my ticket. Let's go Dutch.’

"We went Dutch on a meal 1n the new restaurant 1in
Shaftesbury Avenue.”
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idiom
men in blue

the police

"The men 1in blue are chasing the drug dealer.”

"We caught a thief in our house, we're just waiting
for the men in blue to come arrest him."
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