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Disclaimer 
 

The Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento ("Court"), has prepared this 
Legal Glossary.  The Court cannot guarantee that the translations contained therein are 
completely accurate, although reasonable attempts were made to achieve this goal.  This 
glossary is to be used for general reference purposes only, should be considered a "work-
in-progress," and is not intended to provide legal advice.  This glossary is not intended to 
be used as a study guide for purposes of passing California court interpreter certification 
examinations, as some terminology might differ when used in specific context.  

Neither the Administrative Office of the Courts, nor the Superior Court of California, 
Sacramento County, nor any of its officials or employees assumes any legal liability or 
responsibility for the accuracy of these translations.  For more information or comments, 
please contact Ms. Elaine Flores, Administrative Services Officer II of the Court, at (916) 
874-8663 or via e-mail at florese@saccourt.com. 



 

1203.03 PC MOTION - Request to cancel, modify, change 
or terminate probation. 

 ķį9 ńùûļć IŀĻûį ĴŅďħā üĶĠ1203.03 – &ĴŅďħā &)ûĪĵ/ üĶĠ 
9ûþĂčк+ 1đĂĬ )ûĿĻ/ K+ đņĪā.    

1203.4 PC MOTION - Request to take back guilty plea or 
set aside a guilty verdict, and dismiss the accusations or 
information.  (Made after probation has either terminated or 
defendant was discharged from probation prior to 
termination.) 

 ķį9 ńùûļć IŀĻûį ĴŅďħā üĶĠ1203.4 – 0/ŀć ĺĦ ĥć/đā üĶĠ 
ýŀĶħĹĵ+ K+ ķĿĂĵ+ 79K &ÿĻ/7/ 9/đį ĜİĻ K+ &üĻĐĵûý 9/đįû2ûĸ. 
) ŁĦďĹĵ/ DđĚ ďħý K/ 9ûþĂčк/ 1đĂĬ )ûĿĂĻ/ ďħý üĶġĵ+ HďİŅ

ûĿĂŅûĿĻ Ĵþį 9ûþĂčк/ 1đĂĬ ĺĸ ĽņĶĦ.(  

170.6 PC MOTION - Request to disqualify the assigned 
judge from hearing a matter. 

 ķį9 ńùûļć IŀĻûį ĴŅďħā üĶĠ170.6 – ńĝûİĵ/ ÿņĶľ/ AĒĻ üĶĠ 
LŀĦ7 AûĹĔ ńĬ ĺņħĹĵ/.  

995 PC MOTION - Request made by a defendant to 
dismiss a count of information. 

 ķį9 ńùûļć IŀĻûį ĴŅďħā üĶĠ995 – ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+ ĽĸďİŅ üĶĠ 
HûĿāо/ 7/ŀĸ ĺĸ 17ûĸ ?ûİĔк.  

ABANDONMENT - When a parent leaves a child without 
enough care, supervision, support, or parental contact for an 
excessive period of time. 

 ďĹħĂĹĵ+ GûĹľк+– &ÿņĬûĲ ÿŅûĦ9 IKďý ûļý/ ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ/ ďĊ+ Fđā 
ÿĠđĭĸ ÿņļĸ: 1đĂĭĵ Ľý Gûěā/K/ &ÿĵûĦ/ &ÿþį/đĸ.  

ABATE - To put an end to; to cancel out.  ğİĕŅ–ĴġþŅ K+ īįŀŅ .  

ABATEMENT OF ACTION – A suit which has been set 
aside and ended. 

 LŀĦ7 ?ŀİĔ–ĀĿĂĻ/K ûþĻûć ĀħĝK LŀĦ7 .  

ABDUCTION – The offense of taking away a wife, child, 
or ward, by deceitful persuasion, force, or violence. 

 DûġĂč/– ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿŅûĦ9 ńĬ ďĵK K+ &ĴĭĠ &ÿćK: īġč Hđć 
K+ &1ŀİĵûý &<ûĪĵ/ Aûļįкûý IûĲ )/ŀĔīļħĵûý .  

ABROGATE – To repeal or cancel an old law using 
another law or constitutional power. 

 ĴġþŅ K+ ńĪĶŅ- ûĻŀĻûį ĴĹħĂĕŅK  ûĹŅďį ûĻŀĻûį ĴġþŅ K+ ńĪĶŅ 
ÿŅ9ŀĂĔ7 ÿġĶĔ K+ /đč*.  

ABSTRACT – A summary of what a court or government 
agency does. In Traffic, document that is sent to the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to update driving 
record. 

 ÿĚпč–ÿņĸŀĳĊ ÿúņľ K+ ÿĹĳċĸ Ľý Hŀİā ĴĹĦ ÿĚпč . ńĬ 
 ĴĔđā ńĂĵ/ ÿİņĄŀĵ+ ńľ ÿĚпĎĵ/ &Ĵİļĵ/ ğùûĔK K+ đņĕĵ/ ÿĲđĊ

2/9ûņĕĵ/ 17ûņį 2пĈĔ ďŅďĈĂĵ 9KđĹĵ/ 1đù/ďŃĵ/.  

ABSTRACT OF JUDGMENT- Summary of the court’s 
final decision. Can be used as a lien if you file it with the 
county recorder. 

 ķĳċĵ/ ÿĚпč–ńùûĿļĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9/đį ÿĚпč . ĺĳĹŅ 
ńĹņĶįо+ ńĝûİĵ/ īĶĸ ńĬ ûĿĂĶč7/ /8/ ÿĈċĲ ûĿĵûĹħĂĔ/.  

ABSTRACT OF RECORD – Short form of the case. ÿĚпč ĴĈĕĵ/ K+ LŀĦďĵ/ –ÿņĞİĵ+ ęĎĶĸ .  

ABUSE –(1) immoderate or improper use; (2) to do 
physical, sexual, or psychological harm to someone. 

 GûĹħĂĔ/ 1)ûĔ/- )1(ķùпĸ đņĩ K+ GďĂħĸ đņĩ GûĹħĂĔ/ .  )2( 
 ęĎė Łĵ/ ÿņĕĭĻ K+ &ÿņĕļć &ÿŅďĕć 1)ûĔ/ K+ /9đĝ 3ďċŅ

ûĸ.  

ABUSE OF PROCESS - Misuse of the power of the court.  1đņĕĹĵ+ GûĹħĂĔ/ 1)ûĔ/)ÿņùûĞİĵ+(  – ÿġĶĔ GûĹħĂĔ/ 1)ûĔ/ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+..  

ACCESSORY – A person who helps someone else commit 
a crime, either before or after the crime. 

 ıŅđė K+ ĴčďĂĸ– )/ŀĔ &ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9/ ńĬ ûěĎė ďĦûĔ ĺĸ 
įÿĹŅđĈĵ/ AŀįK ďħý K+ Ĵþ.  
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ACCIDENT AND MISFORTUNE – an unintentional 
event; unforeseen event causing misfortune. 

 ĢĊ )ŀĔK 37ûĊ– ĆĂĻ ÿħįŀĂĸ đņĩ ' 17ŀěİĸ đņĩ ÿĄ7ûĊ 
/)ŀĔ ûĿļĦ.  

ACCOMPLICE – A person that helps someone else 
commit a crime. Can be on purpose or not. 

 ıŅđė–  IûĲ )/ŀĔ ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9/ ńĬ /đč+ ûěĎė ďĦûĔ ĺĸ 
ďěį IKďý K+ ďěİý.  

ACCORD – A satisfaction agreed upon between the parties 
in a lawsuit, which prevents further actions after the claim. 

Eûĭā//>/đā / ÿċĵûěĸ – ńĬ ĺņĦ:ûļĂĸ ĺņĬđĠ ĺņý ÿŅŀĕā 
&ÿņùûĞį LŀĦ7ıĵ8 ďħý ńĻŀĻûį )/đć/ M+ 8ûĎā/ ĺĸ ûĹĿħļĹā .  

ACCORD AND SATISFACTION – Agreement by the 
parties to settle a claim or dispute in which the parties 
typically agree to give or accept something. 

 ÿċĵûěĸK >/đā– K+ LŀĦ7 ÿŅŀĕā ŁĶĦ ĺņěĎė ĺņý Eûĭā/ 
ćŀĹý  ďĿħĂŅ A/ĒĻ ĴþİŅ K+ ûúņė ńġħŅ I+ ĺņĬđġĵ/ ĺĸ ĴĲ Ľþ

ûúņė.   

ACCRUAL – The total amount of child support payments 
that are owed or that are late.  

 ķĲ/đĂĹĵ/ ĨĶþĹĵ/– ĺĸ đčõĂĹĵ/ K+ ĮċĂĕĹĵ+ ĨĶþĹĵ/ ńĵûĹć/ 
ďĵŀĵ/ ÿİĭĻ 2ûħĬ7.   

ACCUSATION – A formal charge against a person.   HûĿā/–ęĎė ďĝ ÿņĹĔ9 ÿĹĿā Ľņćŀā .  

ACCUSED – The person that is charged with a crime and 
has to go to criminal court.  (See DEFENDANT). 

 ķĿĂĸ– Hûĸ+ ĴąĹŅ I/ ĽņĶĦK ÿŅûļć ÿĹĿā Ľĵ ĽćŀĹĵ/ ęĎĘĵ/ 
2ûŅûļĈĵ/ ÿĹĳċĸ. )đĤĻ/: ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/.(  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT - Saying, testifying, or assuring 
that something is true. 

 ķņĶĕā K+ D/đĂĦ+)øņė ÿċěý(  – ďĲöŅ K+ &ďĿĘŅ &GŀİŅ 
ńė ÿİņİĊU
.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SATISFACTION OF 
JUDGMENT – A court form that the person who wins the 
case must fill out, sign, and file with the court when the 
judgment is fully paid.  If there are no liens, the back of the 
Notice of Entry of Judgment can be signed and filed with 
the court  (See JUDGMENT CREDITOR, JUDGMENT.) 

 ķĳċĵ/ )ûĬK 9/đį– ĽņĶĦ ĥįŀŅK JлĹŅ I+ üĈŅ ÿĹĳċĸ 48ŀĹĻ 
 I+ ďħý ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ńĬ ĢĭċŅK &ÿņĞİĵ/ ĉý9 ĺĸ ĺŅďĵ/ ĥĬ7 ķĂŅ

ĽĶĸûĳý Ľý HŀĳċĹĵ/. ŁĶĦ ĥņįŀĂĵ/ ķĂŅ ĺľ9 7ŀćK HďĦ GûĊ ńĬ 
đĿģ"ķĳċĵ/ đĞċĸ 9ûħė /"ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ĢĭċŅK . )đĤĻ/: ĺù/7 

ķĳĊ &Ľĵ Hŀĳċĸ/9/đį(.    

ACQUIT – To legally find the innocence of a person 
charged with a crime. To set free, release or discharge from 
an obligation, burden or accusation. To find a defendant not 
guilty in a criminal trial. 

)LđþŅ –ÿŅûļć ńĬ ķĿĂĸ ęĎĘĵ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 1)/đþĵ+ Łĵ/ GŀĚŀĵ/ . 
HûĿāк+ øþĦ ĺĸK/ &H/ĒĂĵ/ ĺĸ ÿùđþā K+ đŅđċā &5/đĔ EпĠ/. 

ÿņùûļć ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ ûúŅđý ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ 7ûĈŅ/.  

ACQUITTAL - When a judge or jury finds that the person 
on trial is not guilty. 

)/đý// 1)/đý – ęĎĘĵ/ I+ IŀĭĶċĹĵ+ K+ ńĝûİĵ+ ďĈŅ ûĸďļĦ 
ûúŅđý ķĲûċĹĵ+.  

ACTION - In court, when one person sues someone else to, 
defend or enforce a right, stop something bad from 
happening or fix something, or punish them for a crime. 

 ńĻŀĻûį )/đć/ 8ûĎā+– ęĎė ŁĶĦ LŀĦ7 ęĎė ĥĬđŅ ûĸďļĦ 
 ĴěċņĔ 9đĝ DûİŅо &Ľİņþġā K/ ĮĊ ĺĦ AûĬďĵ/ Ĵć+ ĺĸ đč*

Ľþĳā9/ Hđć ŁĶĦ ĽĂþįûħĹĵK+ &øņė 5пĚ/ K+.  

ACTION IN PERSONAM – Proceeding against the 
person for the recovery of a specific object, usually an item 
of personal property such as an automobile. 

ÿņěĎė LŀĦ7/ ÿņěĎė 9/đĝ/ LŀĦ7 – Łĵ/ HďİŅ üĶĠ 
 17ûĦ IŀĳŅ &ĺņħĸ >đĩ 7/7đĂĔ/ ÿņĪý ęĎė ďĝ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/

пąĸ 19ûņĕĲ ńěĎė ıĶĂĹĸ.  

ACTION IN REM – Proceeding “against the thing” as 
compared to personal actions (in personam). Usually a 
proceeding where property is involved. 

 ÿņļņĦ LŀĦ7-  IK7 )ûņėк/ Ľĸ/ŀį ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ HďİŅ üĶĠ
 =ûĎėк/) ÿĻ9ûİĸÿņěĎĘĵ/ LŀĦďĵûý.(Fпĸкõý īĶħĂŅ 17ûĦ .  
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ACTIVE STATUS – A case that is in court but is not 
settled or decided has active status. (See DISPOSITION, 
PENDING.) 

 ÿĵûħĬ ÿĵûĊ– ďħý ûĿý ĴěĭŅ ķĵK ķĕċā ķĵ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ÿņĞį  
 ÿĵûħĬ ÿĵûĊ ńĬ Iŀĳā. )đĤĻ+: &A:ûļĂĸ ķĳĊ ÿİĶħĸ/ đĤļĵ/ ďņį(.  

ACTUAL LOSS – This is a showing that the plaintiff or 
injured party has undergone some loss of property or other 
thing of value by reason of fraud, forgery, or other illegal 
action.  For the crime of forgery the existence of a specific 
intent to defraud is an essential element; however, there is 
no requirement of actual loss to complete the crime. 

 ÿņĶħĬ 19ûĕč– Dđġĵ/ K+ ńĦďĹĵ/ Ľĵ >đħā ûĹĵ >đĦ /Đľ 
 üþĕý ÿĹņį 2/8 )ûņė+ K/ 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ 19ûĕč ĺĸ 9đĞĂĹĵ/

ńĻŀĻûį đņĩ đč* ĴĹĦ M/ K+ &đŅKĒā GûņĂĊ/. &đŅKĒĂĵ+ ÿŅûļć ńĬ  
 19ûĕĎĵ+ IûĬ &ıĵ8 ĥĸK 'ńĔûĔ/ đěļĦ ŀľ ĴŅûċĂĵ/ ÿņĻ 7ŀćK 

 ÿĹŅđĈĵ/ ĴņĹĳĂĵ ÿýŀĶġĸ đņĩ ÿņĶħĭĵ+.   

AD LITEM – Comes from Latin meaning for the “purposes 
of the lawsuit.” For example, a guardian ad litem is a 
person appointed by the court to protect the interests of a 
minor or legally incompetent person in a lawsuit. 

ķĂņĵ 7* – ûľûļħĸK ÿņļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ/ ĺĸ "D/ďľ+ LŀĦďĵ/ 
ÿņùûĞİĵ/".пąĸ : LŀĦ7 ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Ľļņħā MĐĵ+ ńĚŀĵ+ 

 ĉĵûěĸ ŁĶĦ ûņĚK Iŀĳņĵ ÿņùûĞį" guardi an ad l i t em   
 ńĬ Ľċĵûěĸ ńĹċŅ Iõý Ĵľ+ đņĩ ęĎė ĉĵûěĸ ŁĶĦ K+ &đĚûį

ÿņùûĞį LŀĦ7. ŁĦďŅ ńĚŀĵ/ /Đľ "  

ADD-ON – Refers to an additional matter that is added to a 
specific calendar at a time after the initial preparation of the 
calendar. 

 ÿĬûĝ/– ĀįK ńĬ GKďć Łĵ/ ûĿā7ûŅ: ķā ÿņĬûĝ/ 17ûĸ Łĵ/ đņĘā 
ńùďþĹĵ+ GKďĈĵ+ đņĞċā ďħý ĮĊо.    

ADDENDUM - A thing added or to be added.  ĮċĶĸ–DûĞņĔ K+ īņĝ+ )ńė .  

ADDICTION – A person who has become emotionally 
dependent on the use of a drug and the effect is an 
irresistible need to continue its use and has developed a 
tolerance to the drug and  requires larger stronger doses.  

 Iûĸ7/– K+ ÿŅK7к/ GûĹħĂĔ/ ŁĶĦ ďĹĂħŅ ĉþĚ/ ęĎė 
ĸ &ûņĭĠûĦ ńĭĂĳņĵ 2/9ďĎĹĵ/ о ÿćûĊ ıĵ8 ĺĦ ĽŅďĵ ĆĂĻ ûĹ

 19ďį ĽŅďĵ ĀĻŀĳĬ  &2/9ďĎĹĵ+ GûĹħĂĔ/ ńĬ 9/đĹĂĔпĵ HKûİā
 Ađć Đč+ ĽĸĒĶĂĕŅ ûĹĸ 2/9ďĎĹĵ/ K+ ÿŅK7лĵ ÿĸKûİĸ M+ GûĹĂĊ/

Lŀį+K đþĲ+.  

ADDITUR - The power of a trial court to increase the 
amount of an award of money to one party made by jury 
verdict, as a condition of denial of motion for new trial. The 
defendant must consent to the increased money award, the 
plaintiff need not consent.  

ĮĊ AŀĝŀĹĵ/ ÿĹĳċĸ  17ûŅĒĵ/ ńĬ– ńĬ AŀĝŀĹĵ/ ÿĹĳċĸ ĮĊ 
Ĭđġĵ/ ďĊ/ Łĵ/ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ/ 9/đį ńĬ 5ŀļĹĹĵ/ GûĹĵ/ ĨĶþĸ 17ûŅ: &ĺņ

1ďŅďć ÿĹĲûċĸ üĶĠ 9ûĳĻо ?đĘĲ. ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ ĺĸ 0ŀĶġĸ 
 I+ ńĦďĹĵ/ ńĶĦ ēņĵ ĺĳĵK &ÿĊŀļĹĹĵ/ 17ûŅĒĵ/ ŁĶĦ ĮĬ/ŀŅ I+

ûĿņĶĦ ĮĬ/ŀŅ.     

ADHESION CONTRACTS – Contract where one party 
has no real choice as to its terms. 

 1ďņİĹĵ/ K+ ÿĸ:пĵ/ 7ŀİħĵ/–Ĭđġĵ+ ďĊ+ IŀĳŅ  ďİĦ  ĽņĬ ĺņ
J7ŀļý ńĬ ńİņİĊ 9ûņč IKďý.  

ADJOURNMENT – To put off a court hearing until 
another time or place. 

 Ĵņćõā–đč* ČŅ9ûā K+ Iûĳĸ Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿĕĶć Ĵņćõā .  

ADJUDICATE – When a judge hears and decides a case. ķĳċŅ/ ńĞİŅ -  ĿņĬ 9đİŅK LŀĦďĵ+ ńĝûİĵ/ ĥĹĕŅ ûĸďļĦû.  

ADJUDICATION – The judge’s decision in a case or 
action. 

ķĳĊ/ 9/đį –ńĝûİĵ+ 9/đį  K+ ķĳĊ   )/đć/ ńĬ K+ ÿņĞį ńĬ
ńĻŀĻûį.  
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ADMIN PER SE – Latin meaning,“by itself, inherently.” 
Requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to 
automatically suspend or cancel the driver’s license of a 
driver whose blood alcohol content measures more than 
.08%, or who refuses to take a test to measure his/her blood 
alcohol level. 

ńā/8 / ńùûİĶā –ÿņļņāпĵ+ ĺĸ . đņĕĵ/ 1đù/7 ĺĸ üĶġĂŅ IŀĻûį 
 ĺņþā /8/ &/9ŀĬ ĮùûĔ M+ 17ûņį ÿěč9 īņįŀā MŀĂċŅ Ľĸ7 I+

 ĺĸ ŁĶĦ+ GŀċĲ ÿþĕĻ ŁĶĦ%08. ĜĬđŅ  ĮùûĔ M+ ÿěč9 K+ &
Ľĸ7 ńĬ Gŀċĳĵ+ ÿþĕĻ ÿĬđħĹĵ ęċĬ )/đć/.  

ADMINISTER – (1) to manage; (2) taking a drug by 
injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other means, to the 
body for that person’s immediate needs. 

KûļŅG/ńġħŅ / HďİŅ – )1( đýďŅ )2( ĺĦ /)/K7 ęĎĘĵ+ ĐčõŅ 
 ÿŅ9KđĞĵ Lđč+ ÿĶņĔK M+ K+ &ķĭĵ/ &EûĘļĂĔк+ &ÿļİċĵ+ ĮŅđĠ

ÿŅ9ŀĬ.  

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE – The way an 
executive government agency makes and enforces support 
orders without going to court. 

 M9/7/ )/đć/–İŅđġĵ/  īĶĳĹĵ+ ÿĸŀĳċĵ/ ĴņĲK ûĿħþĂŅ ńĂĵ+  ÿ
 Łĵ/ 0ûľĐĵ/ IK7 ÿİĭļĵ+ K+ ÿĵûĦк+ 2/9/đį ĮņþġāK ĥļĚ ńĬ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ/.    

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OR “AR” – A review of 
the welfare of a child in long-term foster care by a panel of 
people selected by the state Department of Health & Human 
Services (DHHS). The review is conducted at least once a 
year, in place of a 6-month placement hearing by the Court. 
The panel reviews a report from DHHS.  The review is 
open to the parents of the child, parents’ attorney and 
child’s attorney. 

đĸ ńņĻŀĻûį ÿħć/– ÿĻûĞĊ ńĬ AŀĝŀĹĵ+ Ĵĭġĵ+ G/ŀĊ+ ÿħć/đĸ 
 ĺĸ ĺŅ9ûĂĎĸ =ûĎė+ ĺĸ ÿĻŀĳĸ ÿļĈĵ Ĵþį ĺĸ &ďĸк/ ÿĶŅŀĠ

 Ĵþį"ÿŅđĘþĵ/K ÿņċěĵ+ 2ûĸďĎĵ+ 1đù/7." ńĶĦ ÿħć/đĹĵ/ ķĂā 
 &9ŀĿė ÿĂĔ ĴĲ ķĳĊ ÿĕĶć ĺĦ ûĝŀĦ &ÿļĕĵ/ ńĬ 1đĸ Ĵįк/

Ĵĭġĵ/ ĽņĬ IŀĞċĹĵ+ IûĳĹĵ+ ÿĸ)пĸ đŅđİĂĵ.ĈĶĵ/ ĥć/đā  đŅđİā ÿļ
19ŀĲĐĹĵ/ 1đù/ďĵ/. &Ĵĭġĵ/ Mŀýк 5ŀĂĭĸ ÿħć/đĹĵ+ īĘĲ I+  

Ĵĭġĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵK &ĺŅŀýк+ ńĸûċĹĵ.  

ADMINISTRATOR – 1. Man who represents the estate of 
a person who dies without a will. 2. A court official. 

ÿĲđā đŅďĸ/ ÿņĚK Đĭļĸ – )1( ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ĺņħĸ Ĵć9 
ĹņĵÿņĚK FđĂŅ ķĵK ńĬŀā ęĎė Fпĸ+ Ĵą. )2( ńùûĞį īģŀĸ 

ÿĳċĹĵ+ Lďĵ.  

ADMINISTRATRIX -  Woman who represents the estate 
of a person who dies without a will. 

ÿĲđā 1đŅďĸ/ÿņĚK 1Đĭļĸ  - 1+đĸ/  ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿļņħĸ
ÿņĚK FđĂŅ ķĵK ńĬŀā ęĎė Fпĸ+ ĴąĹĂĵ.  

ADMISSIBLE – Pertinent and proper to be considered in 
reaching a decision. 

9ûþĂĦк+ ĮċĂĕŅ/ Gŀþİĸ – &9ûþĂĦо+ ĺņħý JĐč+ ĮċĂĕŅ 
A/Ēļĵ+ AŀĝŀĹý ĴěĂĸK üĔûļĸ ĽĻо &9/đİĵûŃĵ/ GŀĚŀĶĵ

U
.    

ADMISSIBLE EVIDENCE – Evidence that can be legally 
and properly be used in court. 

 Gŀþİĸ Ĵņĵ7– ĴĳĘý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ĽĵûĹħĂĔ/ ĉĶěŅ Ĵņĵ7 
üĔûļĸK ńĻŀĻûį.  

ADMISSION – Saying that certain facts are true. But not 
saying you are guilty. (Compare with CONFESSION). 

Gŀþį/ 9/đį/ – ēņĵ ĺĳĵK ÿċņċĚ Įùûİċĵ+ Ĝħý Iõý D/đĂĦк+  
üĻĐĵûý D/đĂĦк/. )0 I9ûį: D/đĂĦ/(   

ADMONISH – To warn, advise, or scold.  ĢĦŀŅ-HŀĶŅ K+ &ÿċņěĻ ńġħŅ &9ĐļŅ  .   

ADMONITION – Advice or caution by the court to the 
jury respecting their duty or conduct as jurors, and the 
purpose for which evidence may be considered. 

 ÿĤĦŀĸ–+ Ĵþį ĺĸ Ľņþļā K+ ÿċņěĻ  ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿļĈĵ Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ
 MĐĵ+ DďĿĵ+K &īņĶċā )ûĞĦõĲ ķĿĬđěāK ķĿþć/ŀý ĮĶħĂŅ ûĹņĬ

ÿĵ7к/ ăċþā ĽĶć+ ĺĸ.  
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ADMONITION TO JURORS – What the judge says to 
the jury about what they must do and how they must 
behave, what evidence they can use to make their decision 
(called “admissible” evidence), and how they can use that 
evidence to make a decision. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿĤĦŀĸ– GŀĊ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿļĈĵ Łĵ/ ńĝûİĵ/ ĽĵŀİŅ ûĸ 
 ÿĵ7+ ÿŅ+K &/ŀĬđěĂŅ I+ üĈŅ īņĲK /ŀĶĹħŅ I+ ķĿņĶĦ /8ûĸ

 /ŀĶĹħĂĕŅ I+ ķĿļĳĹŅ) 1ûĹĕĹĵ/ÿĵŀþİĸÿĵ7/( ķĿļĳĹŅ īņĲK 
 ûĿĵûĹħĂĔ/9/đį Łĵ/ GŀĚŀĶĵ.   

ADOPTION – The way to make the relationship between a 
parent and child legal when they are not related by blood. 

 ńļþĂĵ/– )ûļýк/K )ûýи/ ĺņý ÿņĻŀĻûį 1ŀļþĵ/K 1ŀýо/ ÿįпĦ Ĵħć 
H7 ÿįпĦ ķĿġýđā о ńĂĵ/.  

ADOPTIVE ADMISSION – Action by a party that 
communicates agreement with the statements of another 
person. 

 ńļĹĞĵ+ Gŀþİĵ+– ŁĶĦ ĮĬ/ŀĸ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ GďŅ ęĎė Ľý HŀİŅ ĴĹĦ 
đč* ęĎė ĉŅđěā.  

ADVERSARY SYSTEM – The system of trial practice in 
the United States and some other countries in which each of 
the opposing (or “adversary”) parties has the opportunity to 
present and establish opposing positions before the court. 

 A:ûļĂĵ+ HûĤĻ–  GK7 ńĬK 1ďċĹĵ/ 2ûŅоŀĵ/ ńĬ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ/ HûĤĻ
 I+ ĺņĦ:ûļĂĹĵ/ ĺņĬđġĵ/ ĺĸ Ĵĳĵ ÿĚđĭĵ+ Iŀĳā ăņĊ &Lđč+

/ DđġĶĵ ûŅ7ûħĸ ûĭįŀĸ HďİŅK øĘļŅÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ đčйĵ.  

ADVERSE WITNESS – A person called to testify for the 
other side.  

 ēĲûħĸ K+ Ĝľûļĸ ďľûė– Ĵć+ ĺĸ 17ûĿĘĶĵ ŁĦďĂĕŅ ęĎė 
đčи/ Dđġĵ+ ĉĵûĚ.  

AFFIANT – A person who makes and signs an affidavit.   17ûĬк/ ńġħĸ–ņĵ/ IûĭĶċý ÿĦŀĭĘĸ 17ûĬûý Łĵ7+ ĺĸ  ûĿĶŅ8K ĺņĹ
ĽħņįŀĂý.  

AFFIDAVIT – A written statement that someone swears to 
under oath in front of someone that is legally authorized, 
like a judge or notary public. 

 ķĕİý :Ēħĸ 9/đį/– Hûĸ+ ĺņĹņĵ+ IûĭĶċý ÿĦŀĭĘĸ ÿņýûĂĲ 17ûĬ/ 
GďĦ üāûĲ K+ ńĝûİĲ &ÿņùûĞį ÿúņľ.   

AFFIRMATION – When an appellate court says that the 
lower court’s decision was right.  

 ďņĲŀā– 9/đį ÿċĚ ŁĶĦ DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ďĲöā ûĸďļĦ 
AŀĝŀĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ.  

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE – When a defendant or 
person responding to a civil case has a reason that would 
make him or her “not guilty” or not at fault and gives the 
court new evidence to prove that. The defense has to prove 
what it says (called BURDEN OF PROOF). The defense 
has to explain this defense in their ANSWER. 

 MďņŅõā K+ ńýûĈŅ/ AûĬ7–ŁĦďĹĵ+ Lďĵ IŀĳŅ ûĸďļĦ  K+ ĽņĶĦ 
 ĽĶħĈŅ üþĔ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ 0ŀĶġĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ/"üĻĐĸ đņĩ" 

ıĵ8 2ûþĄк ďŅďć Ĵņĵ7 ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ HďİŅK &ĽņĶĦ õġč оK. 
 ŁĹĕŅ ûĸ ďĲöŅ I+ AûĬďĵ/ ŁĶĦ"2ûþĄк/ øþĦ."  I+ AûĬďĵ/ ŁĶĦ

 ńĬ ĽĦûĬ7 5đĘŅ"79AûĬďĵ+ ."  

AFFIRMED – In appellate courts, it means that the 
decision of the trial court is correct. 

 ďĲöĸ - ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį I/ ńļħā &DûļúĂĔк/ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ 
ĉņċĚ AŀĝŀĹĵ+.  

AFTER ACQUIRED INTENT – When the defendant did 
not intend to commit a crime until after the crime had been 
committed.  

 37ûċĵ+ ďħý ÿņļĵ/– ŁĦďĹĵ/ Lďĵ IŀĳŅ о ûĸďļĦ  ńĬ ÿņĻ ĽņĶĦ
ûĿĦŀįK ďħý о/ ÿŅûļĈĵ+ 0ûĳā9/.  

AGENT – Someone who has authority to act for another.  ĴņĲK– ęĎė ĺĦ ÿýûņļĵûý DđěĂĵ/ ÿġĶĔ ĽŅďĵ MĐĵ/ ęĎĘĵ/ 
đč*.  
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AGENCY – One person acts for or represents another by 
authority. In Traffic, the department issuing the citation. 

 ÿĵûĲK– DđěĂĵ+ K+ đč* ęĎė ĴņąĹā ńĬ ęĎĘĵ+ ÿġĶĔ  
ĽļĦ ÿýûņĻ..2ûĭĵûĎĹĵ/9ďěā ńĂĵ+ 1đù/ďĵ+ ńľ đņĕĵ+ Aŀĝŀĸ ńĬ .  

AGGRAVATION – Circumstances that may be considered 
as magnifying, or adding to, the degree of  punishment. 

ďŅďĘā ûĿĻõė ĺĸ 2ûĕýпĸ K+ DKđģ ÿýŀİħĵ+ – DKđģ 
ûľďŅĒāK ÿýŀİħĵ+ ÿć97 đþĳā 2ûĕýпĸK+.  

AGGRAVATED ARSON – Aggravated Arson – 
Deliberately setting fire with specific intent to cause injury 
or damage structures where defendant has been previously 
convicted of arson, the damage exceeds $5m, or at least 5 
residences were damaged. 

1ďŅďė 19ŀġč 2/8 ĮŅđĊ – K+ L8к/ Eûċĵ/ ÿņļý ďĹħĂĸ ĮŅđĊ 
 ûİýûĔ ĺŅ7/ ďį ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ IŀĳŅ ăņĊ &ńĻûþĹĵ üŅđĎĂĵ/

 K+ &9оK7 ĺņŅпĸ ÿĕĹĎĵ/ Jđùûĕč ÿĹņį 2ďħā ďĹħĂĸ ĮŅđċý
G:ûļĸ ÿĕĹč ĺĸ đąĲ+ 0/đč ĽļĦ ĆĂĻ.  

AGGRAVATED BATTERY – Unlawful use of force 
against another such as using a dangerous weapon. 

 7ďĘĸ 0đĝ– 1ŀį GûĹħĂĔûý đč* ęĎĘŃĶĦ 0đĞĵûý MďħĂĵ/ 
пąĸ đņġč 5пĕĲ ÿņĻŀĻûį đņĩ.  

AGGRAVATED MAYHEM – Causing permanent 
disability or disfigurement with specific intent to cause the 
injury and with extreme indifference to well-being of other 
person. 

7ďĘĸ ĽŅŀĘā K+ 17ďĘĸ ÿĹù/7 ÿľûĦ 3/ďĊ+–  ÿĹù/7 ÿľûĦ 3/ďĊ+
 ÿĸпĔ ńĬ 1ďù/: 1пþĸ HďĦK ÿýûĚлĵ 1ďĹħĂĸ ÿņĻ ĥĸ ĽŅŀĘā K+

ęĎĘĵ/.  

AGGRAVATED TRESPASS – Unlawfully entering 
property of another with specific intent to carry out prior 
threat of serious bodily injury. 

 ĺŅđčи/ ÿņĳĶĸ ÿĸđċĵ 7ďĘĸ FûĿĂĻ/- 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ Łĵ/ Gŀčďĵ/  
ÿņĻďý ÿýûĚ/ 3/ďĊ/ K/ ĮýûĔ ďŅďĿā Đņĭļā ÿņļý đč* ęĎė. .  

AGGRAVATING FACTORS – Any factors associated 
with the commission of a crime which increases the 
seriousness of the offense. 

 Ĵĸ/ŀĦ 17ďĘĸ – ûĿĻõė ĺĸ ÿĹŅđĈĵ/ 0ûĳā9ûý ÿİĶħĂĸ 0ûþĔ+  
HđĈĵ/ 19ŀġč 17ûŅ:.  

AGGREGATE TERM – The total length of imprisonment  1ďĹĵ+ ńĵûĹć/–ĺĈĕĵ/ ńĬ ÿĶĸûĘĵ+ K+ ÿņĵûĹćк/ 1ďĹĵ+ .  

AGREED STATEMENT OF FACTS – Statement of all 
important facts, which all the parties agree is true and 
correct, and which is submitted to a court for a decision. 

 GŀþİĹĵ+ Įùûİċĵ+ Iûņý– ĮĭĂĹĵ+ ÿĸûĿĵ+ ĥùûįŀĵ/ ÿĬûĳý Iûņý 
 ÿĹĳċĹĶĵ HďİŅ &ûĿĂċĚK ûĿįďĚ ăņĊ ĺĸ )ûįđĭĵ/ ĺņý ûĿņĶĦ

9/đį 9KďĚ Ĵć+ ĺĸ.  

AGREEMENT – When the people involved in a legal 
dispute agree about something. 

 ÿņįûĭā/– ńĻŀĻûį Dпč ķĿŅďĵ ĺŅĐĵ+ =ûĎėк+ ĮĭĂŅ ûĸďļĦ 
 øņė ŁĶĦ.  

AID AND ABET – to help or assist, in committing a crime.  ďĿĹŅK ĺņħŅ– ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9/ ŁĶĦ ďĦûĕŅ .  

AIDER AND ABETTOR – One who has criminal intent 
and assists another to commit a crime. 

  ďĿĹĹĵ/K ĺņħĹĵ+– đč* ęĎė ďĦûĕŅK ÿņĸ/đć/ ÿņĻ ĽŅďĵ ĺĸ 
ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9/ ŁĶĦ.  

ALLEGE – To say, declare, or charge that something is 
true even though it is not proved yet. 

ńĦďŅ/ ķĦĒŅ –ěŅ K+ ûúņė GŀİŅ   K+ &ĉņċĚ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ Ľý 5đ
ĽĂċĚ Āþąā I+ Ĵþį &ĉņċĚ ĽĻ/ ŁĶĦ ûĸûĿā/ ĽćŀŅ.  

ALLEGED – Said to be true as described; a person who is 
accused, but has not yet been tried in court. 

 HŀĦĒĸ– ķĵ ÿİņİċĵ+ ĺĳĵK īĚK ûĸ üĕĊ ÿİņİĊ ĽĻ+ Ĵņį  
 ķĲûċŅ ķĵ ĽļĳĵK ķĿĂĸ ęĎė  ' ďħý Āþąāďħý ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ.  

ALLEGATION – A statement or claim that is made and 
has not been proved to be true or false. 

 ķĦ:–ďħý Jõġč K+ ĽĂċĚ Āþąā ķĵ ĺĳĵK Hďį )ûĦ7/ K+ Iûņý .  
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ALLEGED FATHER – A man who may be the father of 
the child. 

 HŀĦĒĸ 0+–ġĵ 0+ IŀĳŅ I+ ĺĳĹĸ Ĵć9 Ĵĭ.  

ALIAS – Known by another name; or means “also known 
as” which A.K.A. is short for. 

üİĶĹĵ+/ ŁļĳĹĵ+ –đč* ķĔûý Łļĳĸ K+ üİĶĸ K+ DKđħĸ ęĎė .  

ALIBI – A defense claim that the accused was somewhere 
else at the time a crime was committed. 

ĵ/ ĺĦ üņĪĂĵ+ 2ûþĄ+ IûĳĹ– IûĲ ķĿĂĹĵ/ I+ ŁĶĦ AûĬďĵ+ )ûĦ7/ 
ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ 0ûĳā9/ ĀįK đč* Iûĳĸ ńĬ.  

ALIMONY – Money the court orders you to pay to a 
spouse or ex-spouse. (See SPOUSAL SUPPORT). 

 ÿņćKĒĵ/ ÿİĭļĵ+– ďĊк ĽħĬďĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Ľý ķĳċā GûĹĵ/ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ 
ĺņİýûĕĵ/ ĺņćKĒĵ/ ďĊк K+ ĺņćKĒĵ/. )đĤĻ/: ÿņćKĒĵ/ ÿĵûĦк+.(  

ALLOCUTION – Defendant’s statement to try to reduce 
punishment. 

đŅđþā/ īņĭĎā – īņĭĎĂĵ ÿĵKûċĸ ńĬ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ ĽĸďİŅ Iûņý 
ÿýŀİħĵ+.  

ALTERATION, FORGERY BY –Adding, erasing, or 
changing a document with the specific intent to cause it to 
appear different from what it originally was intended to be 
to cheat another person. 

đŅŀċĂĵûý đŅKĒā – ÿņļý ÿİņĄK ńĬ đņĪŅ K+ & üġĘŅ K+ & ďŅĒŅ 
 ĺĸ ĴĚк+ ĺĦ īĶĂĎŅ đĿĤĹý đĿĤā ûĿĶħĈŅ I+ ńľK &17ďċĸ

đč* ęĎė A/ďč Ĵć+.  

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR) – 
Methods of resolving disputes without official court 
proceedings.  These methods include MEDIATION and 
ARBITRATION. 

 A/ĒĻ ĴĊ ńĬ ÿĶŅďþĵ/ ÿĶņĔŀĵ+– IKďý 2ûĦ/Ēļĵ/ Ĵċĵ EđĠ 
ÿņĹĔđĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2/)/đć/. ĺĹĞĂā Eđġĵ/ JĐľ ğņĔŀĂĵ+ 

KķņĳċĂĵ/.  

AMEND – To add to or change a claim that has been filed 
in court. 

 GďħŅ–ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ ĀħĬ9K ĮþĔ ďį LŀĦ7 ńĬ đņĪŅ K+ ďŅĒŅ .  

AMENDMENT – A change made by correction, addition, 
or deletion. 

 ĴŅďħā–üġĘĵ/ K+ &ÿĬûĝк+ K+ &ĉņĶěĂĵ/ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ đņņĪā .  

AMICUS CURIAE (A-MI’KUS KU’RIE) – Someone that 
gives advice to the court about the law in a case, but is not 
part of the case. Comes from the Latin for “friend of the 
court.” 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĮŅďĚ– ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĶĵ ÿņĻŀĻûį 19ŀĘĸ HďİŅ ęĎė 
ÿņĞİĵ/ ńĬ ûĬđĠ IŀĳŅ о ĽļĳĵK &ÿņĞį. )ĴĚк/ ÿņļņāо(   

ANNOTATION – A case summary or commentary on the 
law cases, statutes, and rules. 

5đė/ĮņĶħā / đņĕĭā – IŀĻûį ĺĦ ÿņĞį ńĬ ĮņĶħā K+ ęĎĶĸ 
ûľďĦ/ŀį K+ ûĿĕĔ/K &ûĿħŅđĘā &LKûĦďĵ/.  

ANNUAL REVIEW – Yearly judicial review.  ÿŅŀļĔ ÿħć/đĸ–ûŅŀļĔ ÿņĵďħĵ+ 9ŀĸк+ ÿħć/đĸ .  

ANNULMENT – A legal action that says your marriage 
was never legally valid because of unsound mind, incest, 
bigamy, being too young to consent, fraud, force, or 
physical incapacity. 

 Gûġý/– IûņĲ Ľĵ ĺĳŅ ķĵ ûĸ ûć/K: I+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ńùûĞį 9/đį 
ÿņĵûĂĵ+ 0ûþĔк+ ďĊк &ÿĂþĵ+ ńĻŀĻûį:ĶĔ đņĩ ĴİĦ  Hđċĸ &ķņ

 Gŀþİĵ/ Iŀĳņĵ đĚûį &4/K:к+ ńĬ 7ďħā &ÿņĶùûĦ Łýđį üþĕý
Mďĕć ĒĈĦ K+ &Hûĩ9/ &GûņĂĊ/ &ńĻŀĻûį.  

ANONYMOUS – When someone’s name is kept secret. ĴĭĪĸ/ GŀĿĈĸ –MđĔ ûĸ ęĎė ķĔ/ )ûİý/ ŁĶĦ ÿĤĬûċĹĵ+.  

ANSWER – A statement that a defendant writes to answer 
a civil complaint and says what defense they will use. 

 AûĬďĵ/ 79– ÿņĻďĸ Lŀĳė ŁĶĦ 7đĶĵ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ ĽþĂĳŅ Iûņý 
ĽĶĹħĂĕņĔ MĐĵ/ AûĬďĵ/ ĽņĬ đĲĐŅ.  
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ANTICIPATORY BREACH – When a person who is to 
perform as set forth in a contract, clearly indicates to the 
other party that he will not or cannot perform. 

 üć/ŀĵûý Hďİĸ Gпč/– ĴĹħý Hûņİĵûý īĶĳĸ ęĎė đĿĤŅ ûĸďļĦ 
 K+ ĴĹħĵûý HŀİŅ ĺĵ ĽĻ+ đčи/ DđġĶĵ ńĹĔ9 ďİĦ ńĬ ĽņĶĦ ĮĭĂĸ

ĴĹħĵûý Hûņİĵ/ ŁĶĦ 97ûį đņĩ ĽĻ+.  

APPEAL – When someone that loses at least part of a case 
asks a higher court (called an “APPELLATE COURT”) to 
review the decision and say if it is right. This is called “to 
appeal” or “to take an appeal.” The person that appeals is 
called the “APPELLANT.” The other person is called the 
“APPELLEE.” 

DûļúĂĔ// īĻõĂĕŅ – ęĎĔ đĕĎŅ ûĸďļĦ  ĺĸ +Ēć K+ ÿņĞį
 ŁĶĦ+ ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ ĽĂņĞį ĴİļŅ &ÿņĞİĵ/) ŁĦďā ÿĹĳċĸ

DûļúĂĔк+(Jõġč K+ ĽĂċĚ ńĬ Āþĵ/K ķĳċĵ/ ńĬ đĤļĵ+ 17ûĦк . 
 ŁĹĕŅ /Đľ" DûļúĂĔ+" ŁĹĕŅ īĻõĂĔ/ MĐĵ/ ęĎĘĵ/K &

"īĻõĂĕĹĵ+" )Iŀļĵ/ đĕĳý( ŁĹĕŅ đčи/ ęĎĘĵ/K " īĻõĂĕĹĵ+
)Iŀļĵ/ ĉĂĭý(Jďĝ ."  

APPEARANCE – Going to court. Or a legal paper that 
says you will participate in the court process. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ Gŀąĸ K+ Łĵ/ 9ŀĞĊ–ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ 0ûľĐĵ/ . K+ 
 ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ 1đņĕĸ ńĬ FđĂĘĂĔ ıĻ+ Gŀİā ÿņĻŀĻûį 1đĲĐĸ

ÿņùûĞİĵ/.  

APPEARANCE PROGRESS REPORT (APR) –A court 
order for a report by the Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) on an issue requested by the court. 

 9ŀġā ĺĦ đŅđİā ...–  2ûĸďĎĵ+ 1đù/7 ĺĸ đŅđİā üĶġý ÿĹĳċĸđĸ+
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĽĂþĶĠ đĸõý ĮĶħĂŅ ÿŅđĘþĵ+K ÿņċěĵ+.  

APPELLANT – Someone that APPEALS a court’s 
decision. (Compare with APPELLEE.) 

 īĻõĂĕĹĵ+)Iŀļĵ/ đĕĳý( –ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį ńĬ ĺĦûġĵ+ . ) I9ûį
0īĻûĂĕĹĵ+)Iŀļĵ/ ĉĂĭý(Jďĝ  (  

APPELLATE – Having to do with appeals.  An 
APPELLATE COURT can review a lower court’s (called a 
“TRIAL COURT” or “superior court.” Decision. For 
example, California Court of Appeal reviews the decisions 
of the superior courts. 

 ńĬûļúĂĔ/–DûļúĂĔкõý ĮĶħĂŅ . DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ĥņġĂĕā 
 ûņĻ7 ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį ńĬ đĤļĵ/ 17ûĦ/ K+ ÿħć/đĹý) 1ûĹĕĹĵ+

"AŀĝŀĹĵ/ ÿĹĳċĸ("ûņĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį K+ . I/ &ıĵ8 ŁĶĦ оûąĸ 
/đį ĥć/đā ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ńĬ DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸûņĶħĵ+ ķĲûċĹĵ/ 2/9.  

APPELLATE COURT – A court that can review how the 
law was used to decide a case in a lower court. 

 DûļúĂĔ/ ÿĹĳċĸ– īņĲ ÿħć/đĸ ÿņĊпĚ ûĿĵ ńĂĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 
ûľ9/đį 8ûĎā/ ńĬ IŀĻûİĵ+ AŀĝŀĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ ĀĶĹħĂĔ/.  

APPELLATE JURISDICTION – The appellate court has 
the right to review and change the lower court decision. 

 ńĬûļúĂĔк+ ńùûĞİĵ+ Įċĵ/– ńĬ Įċĵ+ ÿņĬûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĹĶĵ 
ûņĻ7 ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĦ 9ďĚ 9/đį đņņĪāK ÿħć/đĸ.  

APPELLEE – A person that answers an appeal in higher 
court. 

 īĻûĂĕĹĵ+)Iŀļĵ/ ĉĂĭý( Jďĝ – ęĎĘĵ+  7đŅ I+ ĽņĶĦ MĐĵ+
ûņĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ DûļúĂĔк+ ŁĶĦ.  

ARBITRATION – When a person that isn’t involved in the 
case looks at the evidence, hears the arguments, and makes 
a decision. (Compare with MEDIATION.) 

 ķņĳċā– ęĎė đĤļŅ ûĸďļĦ )ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ ûĬđĠ ēņĵ( Łĵ/ 
ŅK ÿĵ7к+ûĿņĬ 9đİŅK 2ûħĬ/đĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ĥĹĂĕ. ) 0 Iđį ğņĔŀĂĵ/(  

ARGUMENT – Remarks made by an attorney to a judge or 
jury on the facts of the case or on points of law. 

 ÿħĬ/đĸ– ĺņĭĶċĹĵ/ ÿļĈĵ K+ ńĝûİĵ+ Hûĸ+ ńĸûċĸ G/ŀį+K ĮņĶħā 
IŀĻûİĵ/ ńĬ ?ûİĻ ĺĦ K+ &ÿņĞį ĥùûįK ĺĦ.  

ARMING CLAUSE – A conduct enhancement alleging 
that defendant or an accomplice was armed. 

 ĉņĶĕĂĵ/ ďļý– ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ I+ ûĹĦ: & 19ŀġč ďŅĒŅ FŀĶĔ 
ûċĶĕĸ IûĲ Ľĵ ûĳŅđėK+.  
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ARRAIGN – Process where the person who is accused is 
brought before the court to hear the criminal charge(s) 
against him or her and to plead guilty, not guilty or no 
contest. 

 ÿĹĿā ĺĦ ÿýûćлĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ńĦďĂĕŅ– ęĎė üĶć ĴħĬ 
 ÿņùûļć ķĿā ĺĦ Ľý/ŀĈĂĔо ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ GŀąĹĶĵ ÿŅûļĈý ķĿĂĸ
 M+ ĺĦ ĥļĂĹŅ K+ &ĽĂù/đþý ńĵďŅ K+ &ĽĸđĈý DđĂħŅ ńĳĵ Jďĝ

ĮņĶħā.  

ARRAIGNMENT – When a person that is accused of 
committing a crime is taken to court, told about the charges, 
and asked to plead “guilty” or “not guilty.” 

 ÿĹĿā ĺĦ ÿýûćлĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ )ûĦďĂĔк+– ķĿĂĸ ęĎė üĶć 
 Ľĵ+ŀĔK  &Jďĝ ÿĿćŀĹĵ/ ķĿĂĵûý ĽĸпĦ/K ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ ÿŅûļĈý

Ņ IûýUĽĂù/đþý ńĵďŅ K+ &ĽĸđĈý DđĂħ.  

ARREARAGE – Child support that is overdue or unpaid. 1đčõĂĸ ÿİĭĻ–ĥĬďā ķĵK ûĿįûİċĂĔ/ ČŅ9ûā 2ûĬ ďĵK ÿİĭĻ .  

ARREST - The legal capture of a person who is charged 
with a crime. 

 ŁĶĦ Ĝþİĵ/–ÿŅûļĈý ķĿĂĸ ęĎė ńĶĦ Ĝþİĵ+ .  

ARREST OF JUDGMENT – Postponing the result of a 
judgment already entered. 

 9/đį K+ ķĳĊ īįK–9ďĚ ďį ķĳċý Įġļĵ/ Ĵņćõā .  

ARSON – The malicious burning of someone’s own house 
or of someone else’s house, or of someone’s commercial or 
industrial property. 

 ďĹħĂĸ ĮŅđĊ–ħė/  &ĽĂņý L8+ /ďĹħĂĸ ęĎė Ľý HŀİŅ ĮŅđĊ Gû
đč* ęĎĘĵ ńĦûļĚ K+ M9ûĈā ıĶĸ K+ &đč* ęĎė Āņý K+.  

ASSAULT – When someone tries or threatens to hurt 
someone else. Can include violence, but is not battery. (See 
BATTERY.) 

)/ďĂĦ+/ ķĈĿā–ďĿŅ K+ ûĸ ęĎė 1)ûĔ/ ďĊ+ GKûċŅ ûĸďļĦ  7
1)ûĔкûý 

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON - When 
someone tries to hurt someone and there is threat to do 
bodily harm without justification by use of a weapon like a 
gun or a knife. 

 Ĵāûį 5пĔ GûĹħĂĔ/ ĥĸ )/ďĂĦ/– )/ĐŅ/ ďĊ+ GKûċŅ ûĸďļĦ 
+ 3/ďĊ+ đġč 7ŀćK ĥĸ &ęĎė  &9đþĸ IK7 Ľĵ ÿņĻďý ÿýûĚ
ĺņĳĔ K+ ;ďĕĹĲ 5пĔ пĹħĂĕĸ.  

ASSESSMENT – Additional charges added to a case.  ďŅďċā–ÿņĞİĵ+ K+ LŀĦďĵ/ ńĶĦ 7/Ēā ÿņĬûĝ/ ķĿā .  

ASSIGNEE – A person or business that is put in the place 
of the original creditor, such as a collection agency. You 
can assign your JUDGMENT to another person or business. 

Ľņĵ/ Gûċĸ/ ĴŅďþĵ+– &ĺù/ďĵ/ ĺĦ пŅďý ĺņħā ÿĲđė K+ ęĎė 
IŀŅďĵ/ ÿİĊпĸ ÿúņĿĲ. 9ďĚ ķĳĊ ÿĵûĊ/ I+ ıļĳĹŅ ıĵĐĲ 

ĽĶņěċĂĵ ÿĲđė K+ ęĎė Łĵ/ ıċĵûěĵ.  

ASSIGNMENT – Choosing someone to do something.  
Usually for: Cases – when the court uses a calendar to give 
(or “assign” cases to judges; Lawyers – when lawyers are 
chosen (or “appointed”) to represent juveniles, conservatees 
or defendants; and Judges – when judges are sent (or 
“assigned”) to different courts to fill in while other judges 
are on vacation, sick, etc., or to help with cases in a court. 

ĺņņħā/ ÿĵûĊ/ –ûĸ øņė ĴĹħĵ ęĎė 9ûņĂč/ . ńĬ 17ûĦ 
 MKûĦ7 ĺņņħĂĵ оKďć ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĴĹħĂĕā ûĸďļĦ&MKûĦďĵ/
 K+ 3/ďĊк/ )ûņĵK+K &3/ďĊк+ ĴņąĹĂĵ ĺņĸûċĸK &1ûĞİĶĵ

 ĺĦ оďý Lđč+ ķĲûċĸ ńĬ ĴĹħĶĵ 1ûĞį ĺņņħĂĵK &ĺņĹĿĂĹĵ/
 ńĬ /KďĦûĕņĵ K+ &>đĸ üþĕý K+ 1:ûć/ ńĬ ĺņþņĪĂĸ 1ûĞį

 ńĬ ûŅûĞįÿĹĳċĹĵ/.  

ASSIGNMENT OF SUPPORT RIGHTS – When a 
person who gets public assistance agrees to give the state 
any child support they get in the future.  The person gets 
money and other benefits from the state.  So the state can 
use part of the child support to pay for the cost of that 
public assistance. 

ĴŅŀċā ÿİĭļĵ/ ĮĊ – ŁĶĦ ĴěċŅ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ĮĬ/ŀŅ  ûĸďļĦ 
 ÿİĭĻ ÿŅ+ ÿĵKďĵ/ Łĵ/ ńġħŅ I/ ŁĶĦ &ÿĵKďĵ/ ĺĸ ÿĸûĦ 1ďĦûĕĸ

ĴþİĂĕĹĵ/ ńĬ ûĿņĶĦ ĴěċŅ ďĵK. Gûĸ ńĶĦ ĴěċŅ ęĎĘĵ/ /Đľ 
ĴĹħĂĕā I+ ÿĵKďĵ/ ĥņġĂĕā /ĐĳľK &ÿĵKďĵ/ ĺĸ Lđč/ ĥĬûļĸK 
 ńĂĵ/ ÿĸûħĵ/ 2/ďĦûĕĹĵ/ 2ûİĭĻ ÿņġĪĂĵ ďĵŀĵ/ ÿİĭĻ ĺĸ +Ēć

ęĎĘĶĵ ûĿĂħĬ7.  
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ASSIGNMENT ORDER – A court order (made after a 
MOTION that says a JUDGMENT DEBTOR must assign 
certain rights to the JUDGMENT CREDITOR. Useful for 
payments that the judgment debtor would usually get, like 
rent from tenants, wages from the federal government, sales 
commissions, royalties, a business's accounts receivable, or 
installment payments on IOUs (also called "PROMISSORY 
NOTES" or JUDGMENTS).  

 ĴŅŀċĂĵ/ûý đĸ+– &ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ĺĸ 9/đį K+ đĸ+  ĥĬ9 ďħý 9ďěŅ
 üćŀĂŅ  &ĺù/ďĵ+ Łĵ/ ĺŅďĹĵ+ EŀİĊ Ĝħý ĴŅŀċĂý ńĻŀĻûį üĶĠ
ĺŅďĵ/ ĺĸ ĽİċĂĕŅ ûĸ ĺù/ďĵ/ Łĵ/ GŀċŅ I+ IŀŅďĹĵ/ ńĶĦ Ľý. 

ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ IŀŅďĹĵ/ Łĵ/ ńāõā G/ŀĸ+ ĺĸ 17ûĦ ĴŅŀċĂĵ/ /Đľ IŀĳŅ: 
 ńĶĦ ÿĵŀĹĦ &ÿŅĒĲđĹĵ/ ÿĸŀĳċĵ/ ĺĸ üā/K9 & ĺŅđćõĂĕĸ

ûýûĕĊ &ďù/ŀĦ ŁĶĦ 2/KпĦ &2ûħņþĸ GûĹĦ/ ĺĸ ÿþİāđĸ 2
 ÿĻŀŅďĸ 2ûħĬ7 ?ûĕį+ K+ &ÿŅ9ûĈā) ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅďļĔ/ ÿĵûņþĹĲ 

Ľċĵûěĵ HûĳĊ+K+(  

ASSUMPTION OF RISK – A defense to a lawsuit for 
personal injury. The essence of the defense is that the 
plaintiff assumed the known risk of whatever dangerous 
condition caused the injury. 

 ûĿħįŀā K+ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+ >/đĂĬ/– ńĬ LŀĦ7 ďĝ ĴĹħĂĕŅ AûĬ7  
ÿņěĎĘĵ+ 2ûýûĚо+. ďį ńĦďĹĵ/ I+ ŀľ AûĬďĵ/ /Đľ đľŀć I/ 

 MĐĵ+ đņġĎĵ+ ĥĝŀĵ+ ńĬ ÿĬKđħĸ ÿĬ:ûĈĸ  ĥįŀā K+ >đĂĬ/
ÿýûĚк/ ĽļĦ ĀĈĂĻ.  

AT ISSUE – The time in a lawsuit when the complaining 
party has stated his or her claim and the other side has 
responded with a denial and the matter is ready to be tried. 

 ăċý ďņį– I+ ďħý & ûĿņĬ đĤļĶĵ 1Ēľûć ÿņĞİĵ/ Iŀĳā ûĸďļĦ 
ûĿý 79K ûĸ đčи/ Dđġĵ/ đĳļŅK ĽāŀĦďý ńĳĂĘĹĵ+ HďİĂŅ.  

AT ISSUE MEMORANDUM – A legal paper filed in a 
civil case that says the case is ready to go to trial. 

 ăċþĵ/ ďņį 1đĲĐĸ– ęļā ÿņĻďĸ LŀĦ7 ńĬ Hďİā ÿņĻŀĻûį 1đĲĐĸ 
ûĿņĬ đĤļĶĵ 1Ēľûć ÿņĞİĵ/ I+ ŁĶĦ.  

ATTACHMENT – (1) Document attached to court papers 
to give more information; (2) A way to collect judgment: by 
getting a court order that says you can take a piece of 
property. 

ĒĈĊ  'ĮċĶĸ/ 197ûěĸ – )1( ÿĹĳċĸ E/9Kõý ĮċĶā ÿİņĄK  
2ûĸŀĶħĹĵ/ ĺĸ ďŅĒĹĵ+ )ûġĦк. )2( ķĳċĵ+ ĴņěċĂĵ ÿİŅđĠ  

 ŁĶĦ Gŀěċĵ+ ıĻûĳĸûý ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį üćŀĹý
ĽņĶĦ HŀĳċĹĵ+ ĽĳĶĹŅ ûĹĸ ÿħġį.  

ATTACHMENT FOR DEFAULTER – A process by the 
court for the arrest of a person other than a defendant. (See 
ATTACHMENT, BENCH WARRANT.) 

 īĵûĎĸ ęĎė DûİŅ/ K+ ĒĈĊ)Hпĵ/ đĕĳý( – ĺĸ )/đć/ 
ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ đņĩ ęĎė DûİŅо ÿĹĳċĹĵ/. )đĤĻ+:  đĸ+ & ĒĈĊ

ńùûĞį(  

ATTEMPT – An effort to do an act or commit a crime.  ÿĵKûċĸ–ÿŅûļć 0ûĳā9к K+ ĴĹħý HûņİĶĵ Łħĕĸ .  

ATTEST – To witness, to affirm to be true or genuine, to 
certify. 

 ŁĶĦ ďĿĘŅ– ńĶĚ+K ńİņİĊ ûúņė I+ ďĲöŅ &ďĿĘŅ  -EďěŅ   
)ŁĶĦ( .  

ATTESTATION – The act of witnessing something in 
writing, at the request of a party. 

 ĮŅďěā– ÿĿć üĶĠ ŁĶĦ /)ûļý ńġĎĵ/ ĮŅďěĂĵ+ K+ 17ûĿĘĵ/ 
ÿļņħĸ.  

ATTORNEY – Someone that is qualified to represent 
clients in court and to give them legal advice. (See 
COUNSEL). 

ĴņĲK –ŅKĒāK &ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ĺņĶĲŀĸ ĴąĹŅ I/ Ĵľöĸ ęĎė  ķľď
ÿņĻŀĻûį 2/7ûė9ûý. )đĤĻ+: 9ûĘĂĕĸ(  

ATTORNEY OF RECORD – The lawyer whose name is 
listed in a case record as representing someone in the case. 

 LŀĦďĵ/ ĴņĲK– LŀĦďĵ/ ĴĈĔ ŁĶĦ ĽĹĔ/ 9ŀĲĐĹĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵ+ 
ÿņĞİĵ/ ńĬ ûĸ ęĎĘĵ ĴąĹĹĲ.  

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW – An advocate, counsel, or official 
agent employed in preparing, managing, and trying cases in 
the courts. 

ńĸûċĸ/ ńĻŀĻûį ĴņĲK - &ńĻŀĻûį ĴņĲK K+ &9ûĘĂĕĸ &ĥĬ/ďĸ  
ķĲûċĹĵ/ ńĬ LKûĦďĵ/ ĥĬ9K 19/7/K đņĞċĂĵ ĺņħŅ.  
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ATTORNEY-IN-FACT – A private person (who is not 
necessarily a lawyer) authorized by someone to act in his or 
her place, either for some particular purpose, or for the 
transaction of business in general. This authority is given in 
writing, called a power of attorney. 

 M7ûĦ ĴņĲK– ńġĦ+ &ûņĸûċĸ IŀĳŅ I+ 19KđĞĵûý ēņĵ &ęĎė 
Jđņĩ ĺĸ ÿŅûĩ ńĬ ûĸ ĴĹĦ ńĬ ĽļĦ 0ŀļņĵ ûĚûč пņĲŀā 

ÿĸûĦ ĴĹĦ ÿİĭĚ ńĬ K+ &17ďċĸ. ûņġč ńġħŅ ĴņĲŀĂĵ/ JĐľ 
ŁĹĕŅK:ĴņĲŀā ďļĔ K+ ÿĵûĲK .  

AUDIT – When records or accounts are looked at to check 
that they are right and complete. 

 ĮįďŅ–ÿċņċĚ ûĿĻ+ ĺĸ ďĲõĂĶĵ 2ûýûĕĊ K+ 2пĈĔ ęċĬ  
ÿĶĸûĲK.  

AUTHENTICATE – To give authority or legal 
authenticity to a statute, record, or other written document. 

 ĮĄŀŅ– &ĴĈĕĵ K+ &ĥŅđĘĂĵ ÿņĹĔđĵ/ ÿĭěĵ/K ÿņĊпěĵ/ ńġħŅ 
19đċĸ Lđč/ ÿİņĄK Mо K+.  

AUTO TAMPERING – The manipulation of an 
automobile and its parts for a specific purpose. 

 ăþĦ K+ üĦпā)19ûņĔ ńĬ( – ĺĸ ûĿħġį ńĬK 19ûņĔ ńĬ üĦпā 
17ďċĸ ÿŅûĩ Ĵć+.  

AUTOMATED ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT 
OF INTERSTATE CASES (AEI) – Part of the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act 
(PRWORA) that lets states find, put a lien on, and take 
property from people in a different state who owe money. 

 2ûŅоŀĵ+ ĺĹĝ ûŅûĞį ńĬ IŀĻûİĵ/ ĮņþġĂĵ ÿņā/Đĵ+ 19/7к+- )Ēć  
 IŀĻûį ĺĸ"ĴĹħĵ+ =đĬ ÿŅŀĕāK ÿņěĎĘĵ+ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+" MĐĵ/  

ûĳĶĂĹĸ Đč+K &ĺľ9 ĥĝK K+ &ĺľ9 7ûĈŅûý 2ûŅоŀĶĵ ĉĹĕŅ 2
Mđč+ ÿŅоK ńĬ ĺŅ7ŀćŀĸK IŀŅ7 ķĿņĶĦ =ûĎėо.  

AUTOMATED VOICE RESPONSE SYSTEM (AVR) – 
Phone system that gives information to people over the 
phone. 

 2ûĸŀĶħĹĶĵ ńĵи+ īāûĿĵ+- ńĵ/ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ ńġħŅ ńĵ* HûĤĻ  
īāûĿĵ/ ńĶĦ üħĘĵ/.  

AVERAGE ADULT PERSON –A hypothetical person 
who is used as an example of the entire community. This 
hypothetical person represents the interests of all, including 
persons religious and irreligious; persons of all nationalities, 
all adult ages and all economic, educational and social 
standings; persons with normal, healthy, average 
contemporary attitudes, instincts and interests concerning 
sex.  (In the context of obscenity) 

 ďėđĵ/ ĺĔ Ĩĵûþĵ+ IûĕĻк+ Gďħĸ- ńĝ/đĂĬ+ ęĎė ŀľ  
ĽĶĹĲõý ĥĹĂĈĹĶĵ ĴąĹĲ ĴĹħĂĕŅ. ĴąĹŅ ńĝ/đĂĬк+ ęĎĘĵ+ /Đľ 

 &ĺņļŅďĂĸ đņĪĵ/K IŀļŅďĂĹĵ/ ;ûļĵ/ ķĿņĬ ûĹý &ĥņĹĈĵ/ ĉĵûěĸ
 ďėđĵ/ ĺĔ ĺņĪĵûþĵ+ 9ûĹĦ+ ÿĬûĲ ĺĸ K &2ûņĕļĈĵ+ ÿĬûĲ ĺĸ ;ûĻ

ńĦûĹĂćк/K ńĬûİąĵ+ &M7ûěĂįк+ ĒĲđĹĵ/ ăņĊ ĺĸ.  LK8 ;ûĻK
 ÿņċĚ ēļĈĵûý ĮĶħĂā 2ûĸûĹĂľ/K Ēù/đĩ ķĿĵK ÿŅđěĦ īį/ŀĸ

ÿĵďĂħĸK. ))ûĘċĭĵõý ĺĦ Hпĳĵ+ EûņĔ ńĬ.(  

BACKLOG – All the cases that haven’t been settled or 
decided in the time the law says they should be. 

 ÿĹĲ/đĂĸ ûŅûĞį–ûĿý 9đİŅ K+ ķĕċŅ  ķĵ ńĂĵ/ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ĥņĹć  
IŀĻûİĵ+ J7ďĊ MĐĵ/ Āįŀĵ/ ńĬ.  

BAD FAITH – Generally implies actual or constructive 
fraud, or a design to mislead or deceive another. 

 ÿņĻ öĔ K+ öĔ ÿņĻ– &đýďĸ K+ ńĶħĬ GûņĂĊ/ ĴĹĦ ĺĹĞĂā 17ûĦ 
đč* ęĎė A/ďč K+ ĴņĶĞĂĵ ÿġč K+.  

BAIL – A security deposit (usually money) given to release 
a defendant or witness from custody and to make sure that 
they go to court when they’re supposed to. 

 IûĹĝ K+ ÿĵûĭĲ– ÿĻûĸ+ A/ďŅ/ )GûĹĵ/ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ 17ûĦ( EпĠк  
 ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ ûĹľ9ŀĞĊ IûĹĞĵK &ďľûė K+ &ĽņĶĦ ńĦďĸ 5/đĔ

H:пĵ/  Āįŀĵ/ ńĬ.  

BAIL BOND – A legal paper that you buy from a 
bondsman and give to the court instead of bail. The 
defendant signs it and is let go. But if they don’t come to 
court when they’re supposed to, they must pay the amount 
of money on the bail bond. 

 ÿĵûĭĲ ďļĔ–ļĂĕĸ  Łĵ/ HďİŅK ĴņĭĲ ĺĸ LđĂĘŅ ńĻŀĻûį ď
 ĮĶġŅ ķĄ &ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ ĽņĶĦ ĥįŀŅK ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ĺĸ оďý ÿĹĳċĹĵ/

ĽĊ/đĔ. &H:пĵ+ Āįŀĵ/ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ 9ŀĞċĵ/ ĺĦ īĶĎā /8+K 
ÿĵûĭĳĵ/ ďļĔ ŁĶĦ 9ŀĲĐĹĵ/ ĨĶþĹĵ/ ĥĬ7 ńĶĦ üćŀĂŅ.  
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BAIL BONDSMAN – Person who is responsible for 
paying the bond for the defendant’s release from jail. 

 IûĹĞĵ+ ĴņĭĲ– ĺĦ ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ĥĬ7 ĺĦ GKöĕĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ/ 
ĽĊ/đĔ EпĠк ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/.  

BAIL EXONERATION – When you get your bail back.  
Or when a bail bondsman or insurance (“surety”) company 
isn’t responsible for your bail anymore. 

 ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ K+ IûĹĞĵ+ )/đý+-ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ďņħĂĕā ûĸďļĦ  . ûĸďļĦ K+ 
 ĺĦ ĺņĵKöĕĸ đņĩ ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ĺņĸõā ÿĲđė K+ IûĹĞĵ/ ĴņĭĲ ĉþěŅ

ıĂĵûĭĲ.  

BAIL FORFEITURE – A court order to let the court keep 
the bail deposit because the defendant didn’t go to court 
when they were supposed to. 

 ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ 197ûěĸ- MĐĵ+ ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ĨĶþĹý ûĿģûĭĂĊûý ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį  
 Āįŀĵ/ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ đĞċŅ ķĵ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ Iк &ĽĦ/ďŅ/ ķā

H:пĵ+.  

BAILIFF –Person who is in charge of security in the court. 
Bailiffs are picked by sheriffs. 

 ÿĹĳċĸ üćûĊ–/ ĢĭĊ ĺĦ GKöĕĹĵ+ ĜĎĘĵ/  ńĬ HûĤļĵ
ÿĹĳċĹĵ/.ďĶþĵ+ 1ďĹĦ M+ īŅđĘĵ/ Ĵþį ĺĸ IŀļņħŅ ķľK  .  

BAILMENTS – A delivery of goods from one person to 
another in trust for purpose of carrying out agreed upon 
services.  

 ĥù/7K– ÿĻûĸ+ K+ ÿħŅ7ŀĲ đč* ęĎė Łĵ/ ęĎė ûĿĹĶĕŅ )ûņė+ 
:о 2ûĊпĚ/ ûĿĵ LđĈā ńĳĵ Įĭā/ ďį Lđč+ 2ûĸďč ÿŅ+ K+ ÿĸ

ûĿņĶĦ.  

BAIL NOTICE – A legal paper from the court that says the 
court will make a WARRANT for arrest unless the 
defendant goes to court or pays bail. 

 ÿĵûĭĳĵ/ ĥĬďý 9ûħė/– I+ đĲĐā ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ĺĸ ÿņĹĔ9 1đĲĐĸ 
 9ďěā DŀĔ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ 1đĲĐĸ īņįŀā ķĵ 8/ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ Įċý

 ĥĬďŅ ķĵ K+ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ đĞċŅÿĵûĭĳĵ+.  

BAIL RECEIPT – A written statement that the court gives 
a defendant that says bail was paid.   

 ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ HпĂĔûý GûěŅ/– Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ûĿņġħā ÿņġč 17ûĬ/ 
ĀħĬ7 ďį ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ ęļā ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/.  

BAIL REVIEW – A hearing established to re-evaluate the 
bail amount that was originally set for the accused. 

 ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ÿħć/đĸ ÿĕĶć– ĨĶþĸ ķņņİā 17ûĦк ÿĹĳċĸ ÿĕĶć 
ķĿĂĹĶĵ ûŅ+ďþĸ 7ďĊ MĐĵ+ ÿĵûĭĳĵ+.  

BALLARD MOTION – A motion for psychiatric 
examination of prosecutor’s witnesses (victims). 

 79пý üĶĠ- )ûĦ7к+ 7ŀĿė ŁĶĦ ńĻûĕĭĻ īĘĲ )/đćк üĶĠ  
)ÿŅûċĞĵ+.(  

BANK LEVY – Way to enforce a decision against 
someone who owes money.  The money is taken from their 
checking or savings account at a bank, savings and loan, or 
credit union.  

 ńĬđěĸ ĒĈĊ– ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ IŀŅďĸ ęĎė ŁĶĦ IŀĻûİĵ+ Įņþġā 
ıļþĵ/ ńĬ ĽāûýûĕĊ ĺĸ G/ŀĸ+ Đč+: &ÿŅ9ûć 2ûýûĕĊ ĀĻûĲ )/ŀĔ 

īņĶĕĂĵ+ 7ûċā+ 0ûĕĊ ĺĸ K+ &ĺŅďĸ K+ &đņĬŀā K+ .  

BANKRUPT – The state or condition of a person who is 
unable to pay his or her debts when they are due. 

 ;ûĭŅ– 97ûį đņĩ ęĎė ûĿņĬ IŀĳŅ ńĂĵ+ ÿĵûċĵ+ K+ ĥĝŀĵ+ 
ÿİċĂĕĹĵ+ ĽĻŀŅ7 ĥĬ7 ŁĶĦ.  

BANKRUPTCY – The legal way for a business or person 
to get help when they can’t pay the money they owe. In 
bankruptcy court, they can get rid of debts by paying part of 
what they owe. There are special bankruptcy judges at these 
hearings. 

 ;пĬ+– о ĴĹĦ Iûĳĸ K+ ęĎė  1ďĦûĕĹĵ ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿĶņĔK  
ĮċĂĕĹĵ+ ĽļŅ7 ĥĬ7 ĥņġĂĕŅ. ;пĬк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ıĵ8 ķĂŅ 

Ľļĸ )Ēć ĥĬ7 ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ķĿĻŀŅ7 ĺĸ IŀĻŀŅďĹĵ/ ęĶĎĂŅ ûĸďļĦ. 
ĶĈĵ/ JĐľ AûĹĕĵ ĺņěěĎĂĸ 1ûĞį Fûļľ2ûĕ.   

BAR – All of the lawyers qualified to practice law. For 
example, a state bar includes all of the lawyers qualified to 
practice law in that state. 

 ĺņĸûċĸ ÿýûİĻ–IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĵK/ĒĹĵ ĺņĶľöĹĵ+ ĺņĸûċĹĵ+ ĥņĹć . 
ĵ+ ĺņĸûċĹĵ+ ĥņĹć ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĺņĸûċĸ ÿýûİĻ ķĞā &пąĸ ĺņĶľöĹ

ûĿņĬ IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĵK/ĒĹĵ.  
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BAR EXAMINATION – A state examination that is taken 
in order to be admitted and licensed to practice law. 

 ĺņĸûċĹĵ+ ÿýûİĻ IûċĂĸ+– Ĵþį ĺĸ ęņčđāK Gŀþį IûċĂĸ+ 
 ÿĵK/Ēĸ ĥņġĂĕŅ ńĳĵ 5ûĈļý ńĸûċĹĵ/ J:ûĂĈŅ I+ üĈŅ ÿŅоŀĵ+

IŀĻûİĵ+.  

BASE TERM – A term of imprisonment selected by the 
court according to the Determinate Sentencing Law.  

 ŁĻ7+ 1ďĸ– ûİĬK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ J9ûĂĎā ĺĈĕĵ/ ĺĸ ŁĻ7+ 1ďĸ IŀĻûİĵ 
7ďċĹĵ+ ķĳċĵ+.   

BATTERED CHILD SYNDROME (B.C.S.) – Physical 
condition of a child where external or internal injuries result 
from acts committed by a parent or custodian. 

0đĞĵûý LďħĂĵ/ >/đĦ+   ďĵK K+ ĴĭĠ ńĶĦ– K+ Mďĕć ĥĝK 
 ďĊ/ Ĵþį ĺĸ 0đĞĶĵ ďĵK K+ ĴĭĠ >đħā ÿĈņĂĻ ÿņĻďý ÿĵûĊ

ĽņĶĦ ķņİĵ+K+ &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+.  

BATTERY – Illegal beating or physical violence or control 
of a person without their permission. (Compare with 
ASSAULT.) 

0đĞĵûý MďħĂĵ+ – K+ &Mďĕć īļĦ K+ &AKđĘĸ đņĩ 0đĝ 
Ľļĸ I8/ IK7 ęĎė ńĶĦ 1đġņĔ. ) 0 I9ûį)/ďĂĦ+/ķĈĿā(  

BATTERY, SPOUSAL – An offensive touching or use of 
force on a spouse without the spouse’s consent. See 
BATTERY. 

0đĞĵûý ńćKĒĵ+ MďħĂĵ+-ēĹĶĵ+   GûĹħĂĔ+ K+ &ÿŅ8öĸ ÿİŅđġý
ĽĂİĬ/ŀĸ IK7 đčи+ 4KĒĵ+ ŀċĻ ĺņćKĒĵ+ ďĊ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ 1ŀį. đĤĻ+ 

0đĞĵûý MďħĂĵ+.  

BEAGLE MOTION – A request to exclude any reference 
of the defendant’s prior conviction to the jury. 

 ĴĪņý üĶĠ- ĥļĹŅ üĶĠ   ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ ŁĶĦ ĮýûĔ ķĳĊ đĲ8 
ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿļĈĵ Hûĸ+ Ľņĵ+ 19ûėк+ K+.  

BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION PLAN – Plan made by a 
local educational agency (LEA) as part of an individualized 
education program (IEP), to change the behavior of students 
who harm themselves, assault others, or are destructive.  

 FŀĶĕĵ/ ńĬ ÿņĶčďĂĵ+ ÿġĎĵ+–  ÿŅŀýđā ÿĿć ûĿĂħĝK ÿġč
 0пġĵ/ FŀĶĔ đņņĪĂĵ &7đĭĶĵ Mŀýđā ĆĸûĻđý ĺĸ )ĒĈĲ &ÿņĶċĸ
 K+ &ĺŅđčи/ ńĶĦ IKďĂħŅ K+ &ķĿĕĭĻõý L8к+ IŀİċĶŅ ĺŅĐĵ/

üŅđĎĂĵ+K+ ķņġċĂĶĵ ĺņĵûņĸ /ŀĻŀĳŅ.  

BENCH – (1) the desk where a judge sits in court; (2) 
Judges in general, or a specific judge. 

 ÿěļĹĵ+-  )1( ûĿņĬ ēĶĈŅ ńĂĵ+ ÿěļĹĵ+  'ńĝûİĵ/)2( ÿúņľ 
7ďċĸ ńĝûį K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/.  

BENCH CONFERENCE – A meeting either on or off the 
record at the judge’s bench between the judge, counsel, and 
sometimes the defendant, out of the hearing of the jury. 

 ńĝûİĵ+ ÿěļĸ ďļĦ GK/ďā K+ 9KûĘā- о K+ IKďŅ &AûĹĂć/  
 ĺŅ9ûĘĂĕĹĵ+K ńĝûİĵ+ ĺņý ķĂŅ  &ÿĕĶĈĵ+ ĥùûįK ńĬ IKďŅ
ĺņĭĶċĹĵ/ ÿúņľ AûĹĔ IK7K &ĽĂěļĸ Hûĸ+ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĥĸ ûĻûņĊ/K.  

BENCH TRIAL – Trial without a jury. The judge decides 
the case. 

 ÿņùûĞį ÿĹĲûċĸ- ńĬ ĽĹĳĊ ńĝûİĵ/ ûĿý 9ďěŅ ÿĹĲûċĸ  
ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿļĈĵ 7ŀćK IKďý ÿņĞį.  

BENCH WARRANT – An order given by the judge (or 
“bench”) to arrest a person who didn’t do what the court 
ordered. For example, didn’t go to court when they were 
supposed to. (See WARRANT, WRIT). 

 ńùûĞį đĸ+– ĐĭļŅ ķĵ ęĎė īņįŀā ńį ńĝûİĵ/ ĺĦ 97ûĚ đĸ+ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ đĸ+. IûĲ ûĸďļĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ đĞċŅ ķĵ IõĲ пąĸ 

ĴħĭŅ I+ Ľý ûĝKđĭĸ. )đĤĻ/: 1đĲĐĸ  K+ īņįŀā &ĜþĬ &9ûĞĊ/
Đņĭļā 1đĲĐĸ 'ĖņĂĭā(  

BENEFICIARY – Someone who gets something from a 
trust.  

 ĥĭĂļĹĵ+ K+ ďņĭĂĕĹĵ+– ĺĸ øņė ŁĶĦ ĴěċŅ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ 
ÿĻûĸ+.  
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BENEFIT OF THE BARGAIN RULE – Rule which 
provides that a person may recover the difference between 
the actual value of the property and the value that was 
represented. 

ÿĸKûĕĹĵ+ HûĤĻ 1ďùûĬ – AďĎļĹĵ+ MđĂĘĹĵ+ GŀĎŅ IŀĻûį 
AŀĬďĹĵ+ ĺĹąĵ+K ĥņþĹĶĵ ńĶħĭĵ+ ĺĹąĵ+ ĺņý Eđĭĵ+ 7/7đĂĔõý.  

BEQUEATH – To leave someone something in a will.  ÿņĚŀý 39ŀŅ –ıĂņĚK ńĬ ûúņė ęĎĘĵ FđĂā .  

BEQUESTS – What you leave someone in a will.  ÿņĚŀý ăŅ9ŀā–ĎĘĵ ıĂņĚK ńĬ ĽĲđĂā ûĸ ę.  

BEST EVIDENCE – Primary proof; the best proof 
available. For example, an original letter is “best evidence,” 
and a photocopy is “secondary evidence.” 

 ÿņĵK+ ÿļņý–7ŀćŀĸ 2ûþĄ+ ĴĞĬ+ &ńĵK+ Ĵņĵ7. ńĶĚ+ ďļĔ &пąĸ 
 đþĂħŅ 0ŀĂĳĸ"ÿņĵK+ ÿļņý"ļĕĵ+ 19ŀĚ I+ ĺņĊ ńĬ & đþĂħā ď

"ÿŅŀĻûĄ ÿļņý."   

BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT – The burden of 
proof in a criminal case requiring that the jury be convinced 
that every element of a crime has been proven by the 
prosecution.  

 Gŀİħĸ ıĘĵ ĽņĬ Ĵċĸ о– ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ 2ûþĄк+ )üĦ 
ļį+ üĶġĂŅ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ đĚûļĦ ĺĸ đěļĦ ĴĲ Iõý ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿļĈĵ Aû

)ûĦ7к+ ĽĂþĄ+ ďį.  

BIAS – A pre-conceived opinion or a predisposition to 
decide a cause or an issue a certain way. 

 :ûņċĻ/– 8ûĎā+ ĴħĈā ÿņĞį ĺĸ Įþĕĸ īįŀĸ K+ Įþĕĸ đĳĬ 
ûİþĕĸ 7ďċĸ ûĿņĬ 9/đİĵ+.  

BIFURCATE – To try issues separately, such as guilt and 
criminal responsibility in a criminal proceeding or liability 
and damages in a civil action. 

 AđĭŅ K+ üħĘŅ– ķĂŅ ăņċý  &1ďĊ/ŀĵ+ ÿņĞİĵ/ ?ûİĻ ĺņý ĴěĭŅ 
 &2ûŅûļĈĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+K üĻĐĵ+ ÿĹĲûċĸ

ņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+KÿņĻďĸ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ 9/đĝк+ ĜŅŀħāK ÿ.  

BIFURCATION MOTION – A request to change the 
order in which issues are heard at trial. 

 üņħĘĂĵ+ ńĬ üĶĠ– ÿņĞİĵ/ ?ûİĻ AûĹĔ üņāđā đņņĪĂĵ üĶĠ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ńĬ.  

BILL OF PARTICULARS – A statement of the details of 
the charge made against the defendant. 

 2ûņùĒć Iûņý– ďĝ ĽćŀĹĵ+ HûĿāо+ ĴņĚûĭā ĺĹĞĂŅ Iûņý 
ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+.  

BIND – To make yourself or someone else legally 
responsible for something. 

 HĒĶŅ– øė ĺĦ ûņĻŀĻûį оKöĕĸ /đč* ûěĎė K+ &ıĕĭĻ ĴħĈā   
ûĸ.  

BIND OVER – A judge’s decision before a trial that says 
there is enough evidence for a trial. 

Ņ HĒĶ– ÿĵ7/ 7ŀćK ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ/ Ĵþį ńĝûİĵ+ JĐĎĂŅ 9/đį 
ÿĸûĳċĹĶĵ ÿņĬûĲ.  

BLOOD-ALCOHOL CONTENT (BAC) – The 
measurement in grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters of 
blood or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath.  

 Hďĵ+ ńĬ Gŀċĳĵ/ ÿþĕĻ- ĴĲ ńĬ H/đĪĵûý Gŀċĳĵ+ ;ûņį  100 
 ĴĲ ńĬ H/đĪĵûý ĽĔûņį K+ &Hďĵ+ ĺĸ đĂĶĶĸ210ēĭļĵ/ ĺĸ đĂĵ .  

BLOOD TEST – Testing someone’s blood sample to: (1) 
see how much of a certain chemical is in the blood, (2) see 
who is the parent of a child. 

 H7 ęċĬ-Ĵć+ ĺĸ ęĎė H7 ĺĸ ÿļņĦ ęċĬ )/đć+  : )1( 
17ďċĸ ÿņùûĹņĲ 17ûĸ 7ŀćK ÿþĕĻ ÿĬđħĸ. )2(1ŀļý 2ûþĄк .  

BODY ATTACHMENT – A written order issued by a 
court directing a peace officer to take custody of someone 
and bring them before the court: 1) A witness who fails to 
comply with a subpoena, 2) a party who fails to comply 
with a court order in a civil action, or 3) a material witness 
in a criminal case. 

 ńěĎė ĒĈĊ– ĺĸк+ ğýûĝ Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ńġč đĸ+ 
пąĸ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Hûĸ+ ĴąĹņĵ J9ûĞĊ/K ęĎė ŁĶĦ ĒĈċĶĵ: )1( 

 &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ đĞċŅ ķĵ ĽļĳĵK &9ûĞĊ+ 1đĲĐĸ ķĶĂĔ/ ďľûė
)2( &ÿņĻďĸ ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đİý HĒĂĶŅ ķĵ A/ĒĻ ńĬ DđĠ )3( ďľûė 

ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ ńĔûĔ+.  
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BONA FIDE – Sincere, real without fraud or deceit. Comes 
from the Latin “in good faith.” 

 ÿņĻ ĺĕĊ-K+ GûņĂĊ+ IKďý ńİņņİĊ &E7ûĚ  Ėĩ . ) ĺĸ
ÿņļņāпĵ+(  

BOND – A certificate or evidence of a debt.   ĺŅ7 ďļĔ–ĺŅ7 Ĵņĵ7 K+ 17ûĿė .  

BOOK (BOOKING) – What the police do when they 
arrest someone. Includes taking fingerprints, photographs, 
and writing down personal information about the person. 

 ĒĈċŅ)ĒĈċĵ+( – Ĝþİĵ+ ńİĶŅ ûĸďļĦ ēņĵŀþĵ+ ĽĶĹħý HŀİŅ ûĸ 
 ĺŅKďāK &9ŀěĵ/K 2ûĹěþĵ+ Đč+ ıĵ8 ĺĹĞĂŅK &ęĎė ŁĶĦ

ĽļĦ ÿņěĎė 2ûĸŀĶħĸ.  

BOOKING NUMBER – The number assigned to the 
criminal record that corresponds to the person’s arrest. 

 ĒĈċĵ+ ĴĈĔ ķį9–ĵ ŁġħŅ MĐĵ+ ķįđĵ/  ĮĶħĂĸ ńùûļć ĴĈĕ
ęĎė īņįŀĂý.  

BOOKMAKING – Collecting the bets of others or making 
odds on future gambling events. 

 2ûļľ/đĹĵ+ ĥĹć– ńĬ 2оûĹĂĊк+ ĉņćđā K+ 2ûļľ/đĹĵ+ ĥĹć 
ÿĶþİĸ 9ûĹį 2ûĕĶć.  

BRADY MOTION – A motion made by defense when 
they believe the District Attorney has not turned over 
exculpatory and material evidence. 

 MďŅđý üĶĠ– ķĵ )ûĦ7к+ I+ ĺĤŅ ûĸďļĦ AûĬďĵ+ ĽĸďİŅ üĶĠ 
ķĿĂĹĵ+ ÿùđþā ńĬ ÿņĔûĔ+ ÿĵ7+ ķĶĕŅ.  

BRANDISHING A WEAPON – Showing a weapon to 
another person, typically the police or the victim. 

ĸ ĉŅŀĶā 5пĕĵûý 7ďĿ- K+ ēņĵŀþĵ/ ĽćK ńĬ 5пĕĵ+ 9ûĿģ+  
ďŅďĿĂĵ+ ÿŅûĪý ÿņċĞĵ+.  

BREACH – The breaking or violating of a law, right, 
obligation, or duty either by doing an act or failing to do an 
act. 

 IŀĻûİĵ Eđč- &ĮĊ FûĿĂĻ/ &ĽņĶĦ ńŅďħĂĵ/ K+ IŀĻûį đĕĲ  
+ H/ĒĂĵûý Gпč+ K+ &ĴĹħý Hûņİĵ/ ıĵ8 IûĲ )/ŀĔ & üć/ŀý K

ĴĹĦ ÿŅ7õā ńĬ ĴĘĭĵ/.  

BREACH OF PEACE – Every person who unlawfully 
fights in a public place or willfully and maliciously disturbs 
another person by loud and unreasonable noise, or in a 
public place, says offensive words to one or more persons 
which are likely to start an immediate violent reaction.  

 ĺĸкõý Gпč+- đņĩ ÿİŅđĠ ńĬ HûĦ Iûĳĸ ńĬ ĴāûİŅ ęĎė M+  
 Ľā7/9+ øĶĹý Gŀİħĸ đņĩK ûņĵûĦ ûĈņĈĝ 3ďċŅ K+ &ÿĦKđĘĸ
  K+ &ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ 4ûĦ:+ K+ đč* ęĎė 4ûĦ:+ ďěİý )ŀĔ ÿņļýK

Ħ Hпĳĵûý LďħĂŅ 179 ıĵ8 ĺĦ ĆĂļņĬ =ûċė+ K+ ęĎė ŁĶ
ÿŅ9ŀĬ īļĦ ĴħĬ.  

BREAKING AND ENTERING – Going into someone’s 
house at night with intent to commit a felony. 

 HûċĂį+K đĕĲ- ńĬ đč* ęĎė Āņý ęĎė ķċĂİŅ ûĸďļĦ  
Hđć 0ûĳā9+ ďěİý ĴņĶĵ+.  

BREATHALYZER TEST – Testing someone’s breath to 
see how much alcohol is in their blood. 

 ēĭļĵ+ ęċĬ– Gŀċĳĵ+ ÿņĹĲ ÿĬđħĹĵ ēĭļĵ+ ęċĬ )/đć+ 
Hďĵ/ ńĬ 17ŀćŀĹĵ+.   

BRIBE – A gift, not necessarily of monetary value, given 
to influence the conduct of the receiver. 

 1ŀė9–ûĸ ÿĹņį ûĿĵ Iŀĳā I+ 19KđĞĵõý ēņĵ ÿŅďľ   Łġħā ÿŅ7
ĽĂņĳĶĕĸ ŁĶĦ đņĄõĂĶĵ ęĎĘĵ.  

BRIEF – A written statement that each side gives the court 
to say why the court should decide that they are right. 

 Ēćŀĸ– ĴĲ ûĿĸďİŅ &?ûİĻK ĥùûįK ÿĚпč ûĿņĶĦ IKďĸ ÿİņĄK 
ĮĊ ŁĶĦ ûĹľ /8ûĹĵ /:đþņĵ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ĺņþĻûĈĵ/ ĺĸ.  

BURDEN OF PROOF – When one person in the case has 
to prove more than the other person. 

)üĦ  2ûþĄк+– I+ &ÿņĞį ńĬ &ęĎė ŁĶĦ üćŀĂŅ ûĸďļĦ  
đčи+ ęĎĘĵ+ ĺĸ đąĲ+ ĀþąŅ.  
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BURGLARY – When someone unlawfully breaks into or 
enters a building or home, and they intend to or do commit 
a theft or other serious crime. 

 ŀġĔ– &ÿĦKđĘĸ đņĩ ÿİŅđġý &ęĎė ĴčďŅK ķċĂİŅ ûĸďļĦ 
1đņġč 0ûĳā9+ K+ ÿįđĔ ÿņļý ûĂņý K+ 19ûĹĦ.  

BYSTANDERS – A chance onlooker; one who has no 
concern with the business being conducted. 

 IŀćđĭĂĹĵ+ -Ħ ûúņė /K+9 ĺĸ   IŀĳŅ I+ IK7 ÿĬďěĵ/ ĮŅđĠ ĺ
3ďĊ ûĹý HûĹĂľ/ M/ ķĿĵ.  

CALENDAR – A list, in alphabetical order, of all the cases 
in each courtroom every day. “To calendar” something 
means to give a day, time, and courtroom to a case. 

 GKďć–  )ķĔк+(Ĉý &MďĈýк+ üņāđĂĵûý ÿċùо  ûŅûĞİĵ+ ĥņĹ
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ÿņĸŀņĵ+. )Ĵħĭĵ/( ĀįKK HŀŅ ĴņĈĕā K+ ďŅďċā 

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿĦûįK ÿņĞİĵ+.   

CALIFORNIA RULES OF COURT – The rules for 
practices and procedures in California’s state courts. 

 ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ķĲûċĸ ĺņĻ/ŀį– ÿŅоK ńĬ ÿħþĂĹĵ+ ĺņĻŀİĵ+ 
ĵK/Ēĸ ńĬ ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲûĿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ Ľā/)/đć+K IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿļĿĸ ÿ.  

CALJIC – California Jury Instructions, Criminal. ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ńĬ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ 2ûĹņĶħā.  

CALLING THE DOCKET – The public calling of the 
docket or list of causes at the beginning of court, for setting 
a time for trial or entering orders. 

 ûŅûĞİĵ+ GKďć ŁĶĦ 1/7ûļĹĵ+– ÿċùо K+ GKďĈĵ+ ŁĶĦ 1/7ûļĹĵ/ 
 ķņĤļā K+ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ĀįK ĺņņħĂĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿŅ/ďý ńĬ ûŅûĞİĵ+

Gŀčďĵ+.  

CAPACITY – The person with the ability to perform under 
his or her will. 

 19ďį –ĵ/ 19ďį K+ ÿņĶľ+ Ľĕĭļý ĽĵûĹĦûý HûņİĶĵ ęĎĘ.  

CAPITAL CASE – A criminal case where the defendant 
can get the death penalty. 

 Lŀěİĵ+ ÿņĞİĵ+- ķĿĂĹĵ+ ûĿņĬ üįûħŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅ ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį  
2ŀĹĵõý.  

CAPITAL CRIME – A crime punishable by death.  Lŀěİĵ+ÿĹŅđĈĵ+-2ŀĹĵ+ ûĿĂýŀİĦ ÿĹŅđć  .  

CAPITAL OFFENSE – A crime that you can get the death 
penalty for committing. 

Łěįк+ )/ďĂĦо+-2ŀĹĵ+ ûĿĂýŀİĦ Iŀĳā I+ ĺĳĹŅ ÿĹŅđć  .  

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT – Punishment by death.  (See 
DEATH PENALTY.) 

 Lŀěİĵ+ ÿýŀİħĵ+– 2ŀĹĵõý ÿýŀİħĵ+  ) đĤĻ+H/ďĦк+ ÿýŀİĦ( .  

CAPTION – What is written at the top of all papers (called 
“pleadings”) given to the court. It says things like case 
name, court, and case number. 

 I/ŀļĦ- E/9Kк+ ŁĶĦ+ ńĬ üĂĳŅ ûĸ  ) ĀņĹĔ"Iûņý(" ÿĸďİĹĵ+ 
&ÿĹĳċĹĶĵ. ķį9K &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ &ÿņĞİĵ+ ķĔ+ &Ĵąĸ /)ûņė/ đĲĐā 

ÿņĞİĵ+.  

CARJACKING – Taking a motor vehicle that belongs to 
someone else against his will, by means of force or fear.  

 19ûņĔ īġč- ĺĦ ĽļĦ ûþěĩ đč* ęĎė ęĎā 19ûņĔ Đč+  
īŅŀĎĂĵ+K 1ŀİĵ+ ĮŅđĠ.  

CASE – A lawsuit. Or a complaint filed in criminal, traffic, 
or civil court. 

 ÿņĞį-ÿņùûĞį LŀĦ7  . &2ûŅûļć ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ ĥĬđā Lŀĳė 
ÿņĻďĸ ÿĹĳċĸ K+ &đņĔ ÿĹĳċĸ.  

CASE FILE – The folder that has official court papers for a 
case.  

 ÿņĞİĵ/ īĶĸ– ÿņĹĔđĵ+ E/9Kк+ ŁĶĦ MŀĂċŅ MĐĵ+ īĶĹĵ+ 
ÿņĞİĵ.  

CASEFLOW MANAGEMENT – How a case is managed 
from the first paper filed to the final decision. 

 ÿņĞİĵ+ đņĔ– Łĵ/ ûĿņĬ ÿį9K GK+ ĢĭĊ Đļĸ ÿņĞİĵ+ 9/ďā īņĲ 
ńùûĿļĵ+ 9/đİĵ+.  
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CASE ID – Identification number given to case by the 
court. 

 ÿņĞİĵ+ ÿŅŀľ-  ÿņĞİĶĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ľņġħā MĐĵ+ ķįđĵ+.  

CASE LAW – Law made by earlier decisions in similar 
cases. 

LŀĦďĵ+ IŀĻûį/ Įý/ŀĕĵ+ HûĤĻ-  ńĬ ÿİýûĔ 2/9/đį ńĬ ĥļĚ IŀĻûį
ÿĶĄûĹĸ ûŅûĞį.  

CASELOAD – The number of cases a judge has in a 
specific time. 

 ûŅûĞİĵ+ 9/ďİĸ– ĀįK ńĬ ńĝûį ûľоŀĂŅ ńĂĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ 7ďĦ 
7ďċĸ.  

CASE NUMBER – The number that identifies a case. This 
number is on all papers filed in the case. Also called “case 
ID.” Also called DOCKET NUMBER. 

 ÿņĞİĵ+ ķį9–ÿņĞį ĴĦ GďŅ MĐĵ+ ķįđĵ+ . 9ŀĲĐĸ ķįđĵ+ /Đľ 
 ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅK &ÿņĞİĵ+ E/9K+ ĥņĹć ŁĶĦ"ÿņĞİĵ+ ÿŅŀľ" K 

"ÿņĞİĵ+ ĴĈĔ"  

CAUSATION – The act which causes something else to 
happen. 

 ÿņþþĔ/ üþĕĸ -đč* øņė 3KďĊ üþĕĹĵ/ Ĵħĭĵ+  .  

CAUSE – A lawsuit, litigation, or action.  Dпč -ńĻŀĻûį )/đć/ K+ &1ûĝûİĸ &ÿņùûĞį LŀĦ7  .  

CAUSE OF ACTION – The charges that make up the case 
or lawsuit. (See COUNTS). 

 LŀĦ7 üþĔ–1ŀĦďĵ+ K+ ÿņĞİĵ/ ĴĳĘā ńĂĵ+ ķĿĂĵ+ . )đĤĻ+:  Iûņý
LŀĦ7.(  

CAUSTIC CHEMICALS – Corrosive acid or flammable 
substance. 

 ÿŅKûĲ 2ûŅKûĹĲ–GûħĂėк+ ÿĶýûį 17ûĸ K+ ĴĲ* ĜĹĊ .  

CAUTIONARY INSTRUCTIONS – When the judge tells 
the jury to consider certain evidence only for a specific 
purpose.  

 ÿŅđŅĐċā 2ûĹņĶħā– ńĬ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ńĝûİĵ+ đĸõŅ ûĸďļĦ 
7ďċĸ üþĕĵ ğİĬ 2ûļņþĵ+ Ĝħý 9ûþĂĦ+.  

CAVEAT – A warning; a note of caution.  Ľņþļā–ÿŅđŅĐċā ÿĤĊпĸ &đŅĐċā .  

CAVEAT EMPTOR – A theory that says you buy things 
at your own risk. Comes from the Latin for “let the buyer 
beware.”  

 M9ûĘĵ+ ;đĂċņĶĬ– )ûņėк+ MđĂĘā I+ ıņĶĦ I+ Gŀİā ÿŅđĤĻ 
ÿĚûĎĵ/ ıĂņĵKöĕĸ ŁĶĦ.ÿņļņāпĵ+ ĺĸ .  

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER – An order of an 
administrative agency or court prohibiting a person or 
business from doing something. 

 ĥļĹĵ+K īĳĵ+– ĽņĬ ĥļĹā &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ K+ &ÿŅ9/7/ ÿúņľ ĺĸ đĸ+ 
ûĸ øĘý ĴĹĦ ĺĦÿċĶěĸ K+ ûěĎė.  

CERTIFICATE OF PROBABLE CAUSE – An order 
signed by the court granting a defendant the right to appeal 
from a plea of guilty. 

 ĽņćK üþĔ K+ &ĴĹĂċĸ üþĔ 17ûĿė– ĥįŀĸ đĸ+  ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ
üĻĐĵûý ĽĬ/đĂĦ+ DûļúĂĔ/ ńĬ Įċĵ/ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ ĉļĹŅ.  

CERTIFICATION – A judge’s order to move a criminal 
case to another court in a different county. 

 ĮŅďěā– &Lđč+ ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ ÿņĞİĵ/ ĴİĻ ńĬ ńĝûİĵ+ ĺĸ 9/đį 
Lđč+ ÿħĠûİĸ ńĬ.  

CERTIFIED – Saying that something is true or an exact 
reproduction. 

 Eďěĸ-ĴĚк+ ĮþĠ 19ŀĚ ĽĻ+ K+ ńİņİĊ øĘĵ+ I+ GŀİŅ   .  

CERTIFIED COPY – An official copy of a paper from a 
case file that is marked as being true, complete, and a real 
copy of the original legal case. 

 ÿįďěĸ 19ŀĚ-19ŀĚ   ķĶħĸ &ÿņĞį īĶĸ ĺĸ ÿİņĄK ĺĦ ÿņĹĔ9 
ĴĚк+ ĺĦ ÿņİņİĊ 19ŀĚK &ÿĶĸûĲ &ÿċņċĚ ûĿĻ+ ŁĶĦ ûĿņĶĦ.  
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CERTIORI – Appeal to U.S. Supreme Court.  LŀĦďĵ+ ĴŅŀċā- 1ďċĂĹĵ+ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ DûļúĂĔ+ 
ûņĶħĵ+.  

CHAIN OF CUSTODY – A method to track the 
whereabouts of evidence from the moment it is received in 
custody until it is offered in court. 

 ÿĵ7к+ ĒĈĊ ĴĕĶĕā– Đļĸ &ÿĵ7к+ 7ŀćK Iûĳĸ üİħĂĵ ÿİŅđĠ 
 ńĬ ûĿĝđĦ ĀįK Łĵ/ ńùûĞİĵ+ ĒĈċĵ/ ńĬ ûĿĸпĂĔ/ ÿĤċĵ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

CHALLENGE – Someone’s right to object to or fight 
something in a legal case. 

ĺħĠ - ńĬ ûĸ øņė ÿĸKûİĸ K+ >/đĂĦ+ ńĬ ęĎĘĵ/ ĮĊ  
ÿņĞį.  

CHALLENGE FOR CAUSE – Reasons that a lawyer 
gives for removing a juror or judge from a case. (Compare 
with PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE.) 

 üþĕĵ ĺħġĵ+– ÿúņľ ńĬ ŀĞĦ 7ûħýк ńĸûċĹĵ+ ûĿĸďİŅ 0ûþĔ+ 
7ûħýк K+ &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+LŀĦ7 ĺĦ ńĝûİĵ+ . )0 I9ûį ĺħġĵ+

ńħġİĵ+.(  

CHALLENGE TO THE ARRAY – Questioning the 
qualifications of an entire jury panel, usually on the ground 
of partiality or some fault in the process of summoning the 
panel. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ GKďć ńĬ ĺħġĵ+–đĹĵ+ 2пľöĸ ńĬ ĺħġĵ+  ĺņċė
 7ŀćK K+ &:ûņċĻ+ 7ŀćK ;ûĔ+ ŁĶĦ 17ûĦ &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ GKďć ŁĶĦ

ĺņċėđĹĵ+ )ûĦďĂĔ+ ńĬ õġĎĵ+ Ĝħý.  

CHAMBERS – A judge’s private office.  =ûĎĵ+ ńĝûİĵ+ üĂĳĸ.  

CHANGE OF VENUE – When a civil or criminal case is 
moved from one court jurisdiction to another. (See 
VENUE). 

ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Iûĳĸ đņņĪā - ÿİġļĹĵ+ K+ 1đù/ďĵ+ ĺĸ LŀĦďĵ+ ĴİĻ  
 ĀċĂĂĬ+ ńĂĵ+)Āùďý(Lđč+ ÿİġļĸ K+ 1đù/7 Łĵ+ ûĿņĬ .  

CHARACTER EVIDENCE – Evidence pertaining to 
whether a criminal defendant is a good or bad person.  

 ÿŅđņĔ ÿļņý–ĵ/ ÿħĹĔK 1đņĕý ĮĶħĂā ÿĵ7+ K+ ÿļņý  )/ŀĔ &ķĿĂĹ
ÿúņĔ K+ ÿļĕĊ ĀĻûĲ.  

CHARGE – In criminal law, each thing the defendant is 
accused of. (See COUNT). 

 ÿĹĿā-ķĿĂĹĵ+ ďĝ Ľćŀĸ øņė M+ &2ûŅûļĈĵ+ IŀĻûį ńĬ  . )đĤĻ+: 
ÿņĸûĿā+ 1đİĬ.(  

CHARGE TO THE JURY – The judge’s instructions to 
the jury concerning the law that applies to the facts of the 
case on trial. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Łĵ/ 2ûĹņĶħā- ÿúņľ Łĵ/ ńĝûİĵ+ 2ûĹņĶħā  
 Āċā ÿņĞį ĥùûįK ŁĶĦ ĮþġļŅ MĐĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ĺĦ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+

ÿĹĲûċĹĵ/.  

CHARGING DOCUMENT – A written accusation saying 
a defendant has committed an offense. Includes a citation, 
an indictment, information, and statement of charges. 

 HûĿāк+ ÿİņĄK- üĳā9/ ďį ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ 0ŀĂĳĸ HûĿā+  
ÿŅûļć.ÿİņĄŀĵ+ ĺĹĞĂā    K+ &ÿŅ9ûþč/ &HûĿā+ Ľņćŀā &LŀĦ7 1đĲĐĸ

ķĿĂĵûý Iûņý.  

CHATTEL – A piece of personal property.  ÿņěĎė 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ– ) &ÿņėûĹĵõĲ &ÿņċĵ+ G/ŀĸк+ ûĞŅ+ ĴĹĘā 
ĴĹħĶĵ K+ ĴĲлĵ ÿċĵûěĵ+ 2ûĻ/ŀņċĵ/K(.  

CHIEF JUDGE – Presiding or Administrative Judge in a 
court. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ēņù9–ÿĹĳċĸ đŅďŅ K+ ;+đŅ MĐĵ+ ńĝûİĵ+ .  

CHILD ABUSE – Hurting a child physically, sexually or 
emotionally. 

)ûĔо+ 7оKк+ Łĵ/ 1-ûņĭĠûĦ K+ &ûņĕļć &ûŅďĕć ďĵK )/8+  .  

CHILD ABDUCTION – The offense of taking away a 
child by deceit and persuasion, or by violence. 

 7оKк+ īġč- Aûļįк+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ 1ŀļĦ ĴĭĠ K+ ďĵK Đč+  
1ŀİĵ+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ K+ &A7ûĎĵ+.  
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CHILD MOLESTATION – Any form of indecent or 
sexual activity on, involving, or surrounding a child under 
the age of 18. 

 7оKкõý <đċĂĵ+- ĴĹĘŅ ńĕļć K+  ķĘĂċĸ đņĩ ?ûĘĻ M+  
J9ŀĞĊ ńĬ K+ &đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ Āċā ďĵK.  

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY – Any obscene material that 
depicts a person under the age of 18 years personally 
engaging in or personally simulating sexual conduct. 

 7оKк/ ÿņĊûý/- ĺĔ Āċā ûěĎė 9ŀěā ÿĘĊûĬ 7/ŀĸ ÿŅ+  
 ĴĹħý HŀİŅ ĽĻõĲK DđěĂŅ K+ ēļĈĵ/ ŁĠûħĂŅ đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+

ńĕļć.  

CHILD PROCUREMENT – Intentionally giving, 
transporting, providing, or making available or offering to 
give, transport, provide, or make available a child under the 
age of 16 for the purpose of any lewd or lascivious act.  
Also causing, inducing, or persuading a child under the age 
of 16 to engage in any lewd or lascivious act with another 
person.   

 7оKк+ 19ûĦ7 ĴĿĕĹĵ+7/ŀİĵ+ ĴĹĦ- ďĵK ķŅďİĂý /ďĹħĂĸ Hûņİĵ/  
ĽĶİĻ K+ &đĘĦ ÿĔ7ûĕĵ+ ĺĔ Āċā Āļý K+/J7ûĈŅ/ K+ &ûľ/ K+ &ûľ

ĽĹŅďİā đņĕņā/ĽĶİĻđņĕņā K+ &ûľ/J7ûĈŅ/ ĴņĿĕā K+ &ûľ/ &ûľ
19ûĦďĵ+ K+ )ûĘċĭĵ+ >đĪĵ. ĺĔ Āċā &Āļý K+ ďĵK )/ŀĩ+ ıĵĐĲ 
ĽĶĹĊ K+ &đĘĦ ÿĔ7ûĕĵ+/Ġûħā ŁĶĦ ûľ ĥĸ đĦ/7 K+ ĖĊûĬ ĴĹĦ ń
Ľý üþĕĂĵ+ K+ &đč* Čěė.  

CHILD SUPPORT – Money paid by a parent to help 
support a child or children. 

 ďĵŀĵ/ ÿİĭĻ– K+ ďĵK ÿĵûĦк ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ďĊ+ ĽħĬďŅ GûĹĵ/ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ 
đąĲ+.  

CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT (CSE) AGENCY  
- Agency that exists in every state to find parents that don’t 
have custody. (called “noncustodial parents,” or “NCPs”). 
Or to find a person assumed to be the father of the child 
(“Putative father” or “PF”).  Also, makes, enforces, and 
changes child support.  Collects and gives out child support 
money.  

 ďĵŀĵ+ ÿİĭĻ IŀĻûį Įņþġā ÿúņľ– ÿŅоK ĴĲ ńĬ 17ŀćŀĸ ÿúņľ ńľ 
 IŀĳĶĹŅ о ĺŅĐĶĵ/ ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ/ 7ûĈŅ/ ûĿĬďľ 1ďċĂĹĵ+ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ ĺĸ
 Ĵĭġĵ+ ďĵ/K IŀĳŅ I+ >đĂĭĸ ęĎė 7ûĈŅ/ K+ &ÿĻûĞċĵ+ ĮĊ

ÿİĭļĵ+ ĥĬďý ķĿĸĒĶĂĵ. đņņĪāK &Įþņġā &đŅđİā ÿņĊпĚ ÿúņĿĵ+ JĐĿĵ 
ûĿĹņĶĕāK ûĿĶņěċāK &ďĵŀĵ+ ÿİĭĻ.   

CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE – All evidence that is 
indirect. Testimony not based on actual personal knowledge 
or observation of the facts in dispute. 

ÿņćûĂļĂĔ+ ÿļņý/ ÿņĬđģ–1đėûþĸ đņĩ Iŀĳā ńĂĵ/ ÿĵ7к+ ĥņĹć . 
ľûĘĸ ŁĶĦ K+ ÿņĶħĬ ÿņěĎė ÿĬđħĸ ŁĶĦ ÿņļþĸ đņĩ 17ûĿė 1ď

A/Ēļĵ+ ĥùûįK.   

CITATION – A COURT ORDER or SUMMONS that tells 
a defendant what the charges are. Also tells the defendant to 
go to court and/or post bail. 

 LŀĦ7 1đĲĐĸ-   ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+K+ )ûĦďĂĔ+  ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+ đþĎŅ
K &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĵ+ Ľļĸ üĶġāK &ķĿĂĵ/ ĺĦ/K+ÿĵûĭĲ A/ďŅ/ .  

CITED – When a defendant is not in custody, but has 
signed a ticket promising to go to court on a certain day.  

 ŀĦďĸ- 1đĲĐĸ ŁĶĦ ĥįK ĽļĳĵK &ďħý /:ŀĈċĸ ēņĵ ķĿĂĸ  
ĺņħĸ HŀŅ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĵ/ /ďĦ/K LŀĦ7.  

CIVIL ACTION – Noncriminal case in which one private 
individual or business sues another to protect, enforce 
private or civil rights. 

 ńĻďĸ )/đć/- K+ ńěĎė 7đĬ Ĵþį ĺĸ ĥĬđā ÿņùûļć đņĩ ÿņĞį  
ÿņĻďĸ K+ ÿņěĎė EŀİĊ ĮņþġĂĵ K+ ÿŅûĹċĵ ĴĹĦ ÿċĶěĸ.  

CIVIL CASE – A lawsuit to get property back, to force 
someone to complete a contract, or to protect someone’s 
civil rights. 

 ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį– đþĈĂĵ &2ûĳĶĂĹĸ AûćđĂĔк ÿņĻŀĻûį LŀĦ7  
ęċĘĵ ÿņĻďĸ EŀİĊ ÿŅûĹċĵ K+ &ďİĦ:ûĈĻ/ I+ ŁĶĦ ûěĎė.  

CIVIL JURISDICTION – A court’s right or power to hear 
noncriminal civil cases.  

ĵ+ńĻďĹĵ+ )ûĞİ –  ÿņĻďĸ ûŅûĞį AûĹĔ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿġĶĔK ĮĊ
ÿņùûļć đņĩ.  
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CIVIL PROCEDURE – The rules and process by which a 
civil case is tried and appealed, including the preparations 
for trial, the rules of evidence and trial conduct, and the 
procedure for pursuing appeals. 

 ÿņĻďĸ 2/)/đć+– ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ ÿħþĂĹĵ+ 2/)/đćо+K ÿĹĤĻк+ 
 &ÿĹĲûċĹĶĵ 2/đņĞċā ıĵ8 ńĬ ûĹý &ÿņĻďĸ LŀĦ7 DûļúĂĔ/K

 ÿħýûĂĸ ńĬ 2/)/đćк+K &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ/ 19/7/K ÿļņþĵ/ ĺņĻ/ŀį
DûļúĂĔк+.  

CIVIL PROCESS – Court papers that tell the people in a 
civil case that it has started.  Or papers that try to force the 
court to reach a judgment. 

 ńĻďĸ )/đć/ –  ÿņĞİĵ+ .ďý ĺĦ ;ûļĵ/ ûĿņĬ ķĶħā ÿĹĳċĸ E/9K+
ÿņĻďĹĵ+.ķĳĊ Łĵ/ ĴĚŀĂĵ/ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ H/Ēĵ/ ÿĵKûċĹĵ E/9K+ K+ .  

CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS – Violations of the 
personal, natural rights guaranteed and protected by the 
Constitution. 

 ÿņĻďĸ EŀİĊ FûĿĂĻ/- &ÿņħņþĠ &ÿņěĎė EŀİĊ ŁĶĦ MďħĂĵ/  
9ŀĂĔďĵ+ ûĿņĹċŅK ûĿļĹĞŅ.  

CLAIM – The statement of a right to money or property.  )ûĦ7/–ÿņĳĶĹĵ+ K+ GûĹĵ+ ńĬ Įċý ÿþĵûġĹĵ+  .  

CLAIM OF EXEMPTION – A court paper filed by the 
JUDGMENT DEBTOR that lists each piece of property that 
the judgment debtor claims is an exempt asset under certain 
provisions of the law and, therefore, can’t be taken to pay 
the JUDGMENT. 

 )ûĭĦ/ üĶĠ– ûĿĸďİŅ ÿĹĳċĸ ÿį9K  ĽņĶĦ HŀĳċĹĵ+ ĺŅďĹĵ+đĲ/8 
 ÿļņĹĄ ĥġį ûĿĻõý ńĦďŅ ńĂĵ+ ĽāûĳĶĂĹĸ ĺĸ ÿħġį ĴĲ ûĿņĬ

 )ûĭŅк Ľļĸ ûľĐč+ ĺĳĹŅ о ıĵĐýK &ÿņĻŀĻûį 7ŀļý üćŀĹý ÿņĭħĸ
ķĳċĵ+.   

CLAIM SPLITTING – When you split up a civil claim 
and file two lawsuits to stay below the limit of how much 
money you can ask for.  Not allowed in most cases. 

 LŀĦ7 ÿùĒĈā– ĺņāŀĦďĲ ûĿħĬđāK ÿņĻďĸ LŀĦ7 .ĒĈā ûĸďļĦ  
ĽþĶġā I+ ıļĳĹŅ MĐĵ+ ĨĶþĹĵ+ ĺĸ ŁĻ7к+ ďċĵ/ Āċā Łİþā ńĳĵ. 

MKûĦďĵ/ ÿņþĶĩ+ ńĬ ÿĊŀĹĕĸ đņĩ.    

CLASS ACTION – A lawsuit brought by one or more 
persons on behalf of a larger group. 

úĬ LŀĦ7ÿ/īļĚ  – ĺĦ ÿýûņĻ đąĲ+ K+ 7đĬ ûĿĹņİŅ LŀĦ7 
;ûļĵ/ ĺĸ ÿĦŀĹĈĸ.  

CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE – Standard of 
proof commonly used in civil lawsuits and in regulatory 
agency cases. It governs the amount of proof that must be 
offered in order for the plaintiff to win the case. 

 ÿħļİĸK ÿċĝ/K ÿļņý - ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ĥþĂĹĵ+ 2ûþĄк+ ;ûņİĸ  
 ĺĸ ķĳĵ+ 7ďċŅ MĐĵ+ &ÿŅ9/7/ ÿņĸŀĳĊ ûŅûĞį ńĬK ÿņĻďĹĵ+

LŀĦďĵ/ ĉýđņĵ ńĦďĹĵ+ ĺĸ ûĿĹŅďİā 0ŀĶġĹĵ/ 2ûāûþĄк+.  

CLEMENCY OR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY – Act of 
grace or mercy by the president or governor to ease the 
consequences of a criminal act, accusation, or conviction. It 
may take the form of commutation or pardon. 

 ĐņĭļĂĵ+ ÿĬ+9 K+  ÿĬ+9 – K+ ēņùđĵ+ ĺĦ 9ďěā ÿĹĊ9 K+ ÿĹħĻ 
 I+ ĺĳĹŅK &ÿĻ/7/ K+ &ÿĹĿā &ńùûļć ĴĹĦ üį/ŀĦ īņĭĎĂĵ ķĲûċĵ+

ĭħĵ+ K+ ķĳċĵ/ ĴŅďþā Ĵĳė Đčõāŀ.  

CLERICAL ERROR – An unintentional mistake, in 
writing, which may be made by clerk, counsel, or court. 
(See NUNC PRO TUNC.) 

 ńýûĂĲ ğĶĩ–ĺĦ 97ûĚ 7ŀěİĸ đņĩ ńýûĂĲ ğĶĩ : īģŀĸ 
ÿĹĳċĸ H+ &ńĸûċĸ &ÿĹĳċĸ.  

CLERK – Officer of the court who files pleadi gs, motions, 
judgments, etc., issues process, and keeps records of court 
proceedings. 

 üāûĲ ÿĹĳċĸ-  ĢĭċŅ ÿĹĳċĸ īģŀĸ E/9K+  &9/đįк+
 ÿņùûĞİĵ+ 2/)/đćк+K &HûĳĊк+, &2/)ûĦďĂĔк+, &2ûĭĶĹĵ+ ńĬ

ÿĕĶĈĵ/ đĞċĸ IKďŅK.  

CLERK’S TRANSCRIPT – Those pleadings, minute 
orders, affidavits, written opinions of the Court, trial 
exhibits, etc., designated by the attorneys which have been 
filed during the course of the litigation process are put 
together with the appeal documents and collectively form 
the Clerk’s Transcript. 

ĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ īĶĸ ÿ - )ûļĄ+ īĶĹĵ+ ńĬ ĢĭĊ ûĸ ĥņĹć 
ĺĸ &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+: &ÿņġĎĵ+ 17ûĬк+ &ÿĕĶĈĵ+ 2/9/đį &2/9/đįк+  

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ 2:đý+ ńĂĵ/ 2/ďļĂĕĹĵ+ &ÿýŀĂĳĹĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ )/9*. 
 īĶĸ Iŀĳā DûļúĂĔк+ ĮùûĄK ĥĸ ÿħĹĂĈĸ ûĿĶĲ E/9Kк+ JĐľ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ.   
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CLOSING ARGUMENT – Counsel’s final statement to 
the judge/and or jury after all parties have concluded their 
presentation of evidence. 

 ÿņĸûĂĎĵ+ ÿħĬ/đĹĵ+– Łĵ/ 9ûĘĂĹĕĵ/ ĽĸďİŅ MĐĵ+ ńùûĿļĵ+ Iûņþĵ+ 
K ńĝûİĵ+/ D/đĠк+ ĥņĹć ńĿĂļŅ I+ ďħý ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Łĵ/ K+

ÿļņþĵ/ ķŅďİā ĺĸ.  

CODE – The law created by statutes. For example, the 
California Code of Civil Procedure, California Civil Code, 
California Vehicle Code, California Penal Code, and 
California Health and Safety Code.  

 ÿĹĤĻ+K ĺņĻ/ŀį ÿĦŀĹĈĸ–Ĵąĸ  &ÿĹĤĻк+ ĽĂħĝK IŀĻûį : ĺņĻ/ŀį 
Ļ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ńĬ ÿņĻďĹĵ+ 2/)/đćк+ ńĬ ÿņĻďĹĵ/ ĺņĻ/ŀİĵ/ &ûņ
2ûþĲđĹĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀį &ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ/ ĺņĻ/ŀİĵ+ &ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ńĬ 2/9ûņĕĵ+

 ńĬ ÿĸпĕĵ/K ÿċěĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀįK &ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ńĬ ÿņù/ĒĈĵ+
ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ 

CODE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY – The 
rules of conduct that govern the legal profession. The Code 
contains general ethical guidelines and specific rules written 
by the American Bar Association. 

 ÿņļĿĹĵ+ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀį– 7ďċā ńĂĵ+ FŀĶĕĵ+ ĺĦ ÿĹĤĻк+ 
IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĵK/Ēĸ ÿļĿĸ. Hûħĵ+ ńįпčк+ ĆĿļĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ĺĹĞĂŅ 

ÿņĳŅđĸк+ ĺņĸûċĹĵ+ ÿýûİĻ ûĿĂþĂĲ 17ďċĸ ÿĹĤĻ/K.  

CO-DEFENDANT – In a criminal case, an individual 
charged with involvement in the same crime as another. 

 ÿĹĿĂĵ+ ńĬ ıŅđė- ÿŅûļć ńĬ F/đĂėк/ ńĬ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+  
đč* ęĎė ĥĸ.  

CODICIL (kod’i-sil) – A legal paper that adds to or 
changes a will. 

 ÿņĚK ĮċĶĸ–īņĞā ÿņĦđė ÿį9K ÿņĚK ńĬ đņĪāK+   

COERCION – Compulsion; constraint; compelling by 
force or arms or threat. 

 J/đĲ/–ďŅďĿĂĵ+ K+ 5пĕĵ/ K+ 1ŀİĵûý &Hûĩ9/ &9ûþć/ .  

COHABITANT – One who lives with another.  ĖŅûħĂĹĵ+–đč* ęĎė ĥĸ ĖņħŅ ĺĸ .  

COLLATERAL – 1. Property that is pledged as security 
against a debt. 2. A person belonging to the same ancestry 
(a relation), but not in a direct line of descent. 

 đėûþĸ đņĩ 'ńĬûĝ+- )1(ĺŅ7 Ĵýûİĸ =ûč ıĶĸ IûĹĝ  .  )2( 
1ďņħý ÿý/đį K8 üņĕĻ.   

COLLATERAL ATTACK – An attack on a judgment 
other than a direct appeal to a higher court. 

 đėûþĸ đņĩ ĺħĠ– ĺĦ īĶĂĎŅ &ķĳċĵ+ ńĬ đėûþĸ đņĩ ĺħĠ 
ûņĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ G/ DûļúĂĔк+.  

COMBUSTIBLE MATERIAL OR DEVICE – Capable 
of blowing up; apt to catch fire; inflammable. 

 GûħĂėлĵ ĺņĶýûį :ûĿć K+ 17ûĸ- ÿħŅđĔ '9ûĈĭĻк+ ŁĶĦ 197ûį  
GûħĂėк+K E/đĂĊк+.  

COMMISSIONER – A person chosen by the court and 
given the power to hear and make decisions in certain kinds 
of legal matters. 

 >ŀĭĸ– ńĬ ÿņĊпěĵ+ ŁġħĸK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĺņħĸ ęĎė 
ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ĺĸ A/ŀĻк+ Ĝħý ńĬ 2/9/đį 8ûĎā+.  

 COMMIT – To do something, like “to commit” a crime, 
or to put someone in a sheriff’s custody. Or to use a court 
order to send a person to jail. 

'A7ŀŅ  'üĳāđŅ ĐĭļŅ - Āċā ûěĎė ĥĞŅ K+ &ÿŅûļć üĳāđŅ  
 Łĵ/ ûěĎė GûĔ9/ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį ĐĭļŅ K+ &īŅđĘĵ+ ÿĔ/đĊ

ĺĈĕĵ/.    

COMMITMENT – 1. The action of sending a person to a 
prison or mental institution. 2. The order directing an officer 
to take a person to a prison or mental institution. 

 A/ďŅ/ đĸ+ K+ A/ďŅ/ -  )1( ńĬK+ ĺĈĕĵ/ ńĬ ęĎė A/ďŅ/ 
ÿņĶİĦ ÿċěĸ. )2(Ĉĕĵ/ ńĬ ęĎė A/ďŅûý ğýûĝ Łĵ/ đĸ+  ĺ

ÿņĶİĦ ÿċěĸ ńĬK+.  

COMMITMENT ORDER – A court order that says a 
person must be kept in custody, usually in a jail or mental 
institution. 

 ēþĊđĸ+ - ŁİþŅ I+ üĈŅ ûěĎė I+ ĴĦ ęļŅ ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ 
ÿņĶİĦ ÿċěĸ ńĬ K+ ĺĈĕĵ/ ńĬ 17ûĦ &ÿĔ/đċĵ+ Āċā.  
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COMMON BARRATRY (also called BARRETRY) – 
Making a habit of starting fights or lawsuits. Starting 
lawsuits without a good reason. 

 LKûĦ7 ĥĬ9 ńĬK A/Ēļĵ/ ńĬ D/đĔ+– ńĬ 1đėûþĹĵ/ ŁĶĦ 7ŀħĂĵ+ 
MKûĦďĵ+ ńĬK A/Ēļĵ/.ĽņćK üþĔ IKďý  MKûĦďĵ/ ńĬ1đėûþĹĵ+ .  

COMMON CARRIER – Required by law to carry 
passengers or freight without refusal if the fare is paid; in 
contrast to a private or contract carrier. 

 HûĦ ĴİĻ ÿĶĬûĊ- 0ûĲđĵ/ ĥņĹć Ĵİļý ûĻŀĻûį ÿĸĒĂĶĸ ÿĶĬûĊ  
 ĮĊ ûĿĵ ēņĵK đĭĕĵ/ 1đĲĐā ĺĹĄ K+ ĺċĘĵ+ 1đć+ IŀħĬďŅ ĺŅĐĵ/

ďĿħĂĹĵ+ K+ =ûĎĵ+ Ĵİļĵ+ ÿĶĬûĊ ēĳħý &ĜĬđĵ/.  

COMMON LAW – Laws that come from court decisions 
and not from statutes (“codes”) or constitutions. 

 HûĦ IŀĻûį– ĺĸ ēņĵK ÿĹĳċĸ 2/9/đį ĺĸ ÿņāи+ ĺņĻ/ŀİĵ/ 
9ŀĂĔ7 K+ ÿĹĤĻ+.  

COMMUNITY OBLIGATIONS – Debts that a husband 
and wife owe together.  In most cases, that includes 
anything that you still owe on any debts either of you had 
during the time you were living together as husband and 
wife. For example, if you bought furniture on credit while 
you were married and living together, the unpaid balance is 
a part of your community obligations. 

FđĂĘĸ ĺŅ7-IûćK: ĽņĬ FđĂĘŅ ĺŅ7  . 2оûċĵ+ ķĤħĸ ńĬ 
 ĺņĊ ĴěĊ ĺŅ7 K+ ĺņćKĒĵ+ ďĊ+ ŁĶĦ ńĵûĊ ĺŅ7 M+ ĺĹĞĂŅ

ûħĸ IûĘņħŅ ĺņćKĒĵ+ IûĲ.пąĸ  : IûĘņħŅ IûćK: LđĂė/ /8+ 
ûĲđĂĘĸ ûļŅ7 AŀĬďĸ đņĪĵ+ )ĒĈĵ/ đþĂħŅ  &ĺŅďĵûý 2ûėKđĭĸ ûħĸ. 

  

COMMUNITY PROPERTY – Everything that a husband 
and wife own together. In most cases that includes: (1) 
Money or benefits like pensions and stock options that you 
now have which either of you earned during the time you 
were living together as husband and wife; and (2) Anything 
either of you bought with money earned during that period. 

 ÿĲđĂĘĸ G/ŀĸ+-ÿćKĒĵ+K 4KĒĵ+ ĽĳĶĹŅ øņė ĴĲ  . ķĤħĸ ńĬ 
2оûċĵ+: )1( ĺņćKĒĵ+ ďĊ+ ûĿþĕĂĲ/ ķĿĔ+K ďĦûİĂĲ ĥĬûļĸK Gûĸ 

 'ÿņćKĒĵ+ 1đĂĭĵ+ )ûļĄ+)2( ĺņćKĒĵ+ ďĊ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ J,/đė ķā øņĘł+ 
ÿņćKĒĵ+ 1đĂĭĵ+ Gпč ĽþĕĂĲ/ GûĹý.   

COMMUNITY SERVICE – Work performed as 
punishment for a crime. It may also be performed instead of 
a fine, or as a condition of probation. 

 ĥĹĂĈĸ ÿĸďč- ĺĸ оďý K+ &ÿŅûļć ŁĶĦ ÿýŀİħĲ L7õā ÿĸďč  
ÿŅ9ûþĂč+ 1đĂĭĵ ?đĘĲ K+ &ÿĸ/đĩ.  

COMMUTATION – The reduction of a sentence, such as 
from death to life imprisonment. 

ÿýŀİħĵ+ ĴŅďþā - ĺĈĔ Łĵ/ H/ďĦ/ ĺĸ ĽĶŅďþĂĲ ķĳċĵ+ īņĭĎā  
1ûņċĵ+ Lďĸ.  

COMPARATIVE FAULT – Percentage of fault which is 
assigned to any one party. 

 ńþĕĻ õġč–ûġĎĵ+ ÿþĕĻ  D/đĠк+ ďĊ+ ńĶĦ ĺņħā MĐĵ+.  

COMPARATIVE NEGLIGENCE – A legal doctrine by 
which acts of the opposing parties are compared to 
determine the liability of each party to the other for 
negligent acts.  

I9ûİĸ GûĹľ+ - ĺņĬđġĵ+ GûħĬ/ ÿĻ9ûİĸ ńĬ ĥþĂĸ ńĻŀĻûį üľĐĸ  
 ûĹņĬ đčи+ JûĈā+ ûĹĿļĸ ĴĲ ÿņĵKöĕĸ ďŅďċĂĵ ĺņĦ:ûļĂĹĵ+

GûĹľ+ ĺĸ ĽĬđĂį+.  

COMPENSATORY DAMAGES – Money that one person 
must pay another to cover the cost of a wrong or injury. 
(See DAMAGES). 

 ÿúĬûĳĸ 2ûĞŅŀħā– Łĵ/ ęĎė Ĵþį ĺĸ ĽħĬ7 üĈŅ Gûĸ 
ÿýûĚ+ K+ 1)ûĔк ûĞŅŀħā đč* ęĎė.  

COMPETENCE ORDER – An order from a superior 
court that says that a defendant is mentally able to go to 
trial.  Tells the trial court to go ahead with the criminal case. 

 ÿņĊпěý đĸ+– I+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ûņĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĦ 97ûĚ đĸ+ 
ÿĹĲûċĹĶĵ ûņĶİĦ ĉĵûĚ ķĿĂĹĵ/. LŀĦďĵûý +ďþā I+ ÿĹĳċĹĶĵ GŀİŅ 

ÿņùûļĈĵ+.  

COMPETENCY – The ability for a person to understand 
and communicate, especially with regard to standing trial 
and assisting counsel in his or her defense. 

ÿņĶľ+/ ÿņĊпĚ– ûĚŀěč &ĴĚ/ŀĂĵ+K ķĿĭĵ+ ŁĶĦ ęĎĘĵ+ 19ďį 
 ńĸûċĹĶĵ ĽāďĦûĕĸK &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ Ľĵŀąĸ ńĬ ĮĶħĂŅ ûĹņĬ

ûĿļĦ K+ ĽļĦ ĥĬ/ďĹĵ+.  



Legal Glossary 
ûĿņĻûħĸK ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ/ 2ûĹĶĳĵ/ 7đĕĸ 

23

COMPLAINANT – Person who wants to start a court case 
against another person. In a civil case, the complainant is 
the PLAINTIFF. In a criminal case, the complainant is the 
state. 

 ńĳĂĘĹĵ+ K+ ńĲûĘĵ+- ńĬ LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 ńĬ +ďþŅ ęĎė  
đč* ęĎė ďĝ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+. ŀľ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ ńĲûĘĵ+ 

ńĦďĹĵ+.ûĘĵ+ ûĸ+ ÿņĞį ńĬ ńĲ  ÿĵKďĵ+ ńĿĬ ÿņùûļć )ÿŅоŀĵ+.(   

COMPLAINT – The legal document that usually begins a 
civil lawsuit and is also used to start a criminal case.  Says 
what the plaintiff thinks the defendant did and asks the 
court for help. Also called the “initial pleading” or 
“petition.” 

 Lŀĳė- ÿņĞį K+ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį +ďþā ńĂĵ+ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ÿİņĄŀĵ+  
ÿņùûļć. ĺĸ 1ďĦûĕĹĵ+ üĶġŅK &ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĴħĬ ńĦďĹĵ+ ûĿņĬ đĲĐŅ 

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+. ûĞŅ+ ńĦďāK "ńùďþĸ Iûņý" K+ ";ûĹĂĵ/."  

COMPLY – To act in accordance with, to accept, to obey.  ĴąĂĹŅ–ŀĹý ĴĹħŅ ČĝđŅK ĴþİŅ & üć.  

COMPOSITE DRAWING – A picture of an alleged 
criminal created by a professional police artist using verbal 
descriptions given by the victim or a witness. 

 īĵöĸ đŅŀěā– ĥĸ ĴĹħŅ IûļĬ ûĿĶĹħŅ &HŀĦĒĸ HđĈĹĵ 19ŀĚ 
Ğĵ+ ûĿņġħŅ DûĚK+ ŁĶĦ )ûļý &ÿĠđĘĵ+ďľûė K+ ÿņċ.  

CONCEALMENT – Withholding of something which one 
knows and which one, in duty, is bound to reveal. 

ĺĹĂĲ/ )ûĭč/– /ĐľK &ęĎė ûĿĬđħŅ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ ŁĶĦ Fûĕĸк+ 
ûĿļĦ īĘĳĵõý üć/ŀĵ+ ĽĸĒĶŅ ęĎĘĵ+.   

CONCILIATION – A form of alternative dispute 
resolution in which the parties bring their dispute to a 
neutral third party, who helps lower tensions, improve 
communications, and explore possible solutions. Similar to 
mediation, but it may be less formal. 

 ÿċĵûěĸ– DđĠ Łĵ/ ķĿĦ/ĒĻ D/đĠк+ ĽņĬ đĞċŅ ĴŅďý A/ĒĻ ĴĊ 
Ċ ăĵûĄ K &ĴĚ/ŀĂĵ+ ĺņĕċāK &H:õĂĵ+ īņĭĎā GKûċŅ &M7ûņ

ÿļĳĹĸ GŀĶĊ 7ûĈŅ/. Ľĵ ēņĵ ĺĳĵK ÿĠûĔŀĵûý Ľņþė Ĵċĵ+ /Đľ 
ńĹĔđĵ+ ĥýûġĵ+.   

CONCURRENT JURISDICTION – The territory of two 
or more courts, that are each authorized to deal with the 
same subject matter. 

Ęĸ ÿņùûĞį ÿŅоK ÿĲđĂ– K+ ĺņĂĹĳċĹĵ ûņùûĞį ÿħýûā ÿİġļĸ 
 ÿĵõĕĹĵ+ ĥĸ ĴĸûħĂĵ/ ńĬ ÿġĶĕĵ+ ûĿĵ ûĿņĬ ÿĹĳċĸ ĴĲK  &đąĲ+

ûĿā/8.  

CONCURRENT PLANNING – Refers to the legal 
requirement in dependency cases that reunification services 
be provided at the same time an alternative plan is 
developed (e.g., adoption , guardianship) if  needed. 

 FđĂĘĸ ğņġĎā– ûŅûĞį ńĬ ÿņĻŀĻûį 2ûþĶġĂĸ Łĵ/ đņĘŅ 
 Āįŀĵ+ ēĭĻ ńĬK &ĴĹĘĵ+ ĥĹć 2ûĸďč ĺņĸõā HĒĶĂĕā ÿņħþĂĵ+

 ÿĶŅďý ÿġč ĥĝK)ÿŅûĚK K+    ńļþā &пąĸ(đĸк+ HĒĵ /8/ .  

CONCURRENT SENTENCES – Sentences you can serve 
at the same time. For example, if you have concurrent 
sentences of 10 years and 5 years, you must serve a total of 
10 years.  (Compare with CONCURRENT SENTENCES). 

 ÿĲđĂĘĸ ÿýŀİĦ HûĳĊ+–ďĊ/K ĀįK ńĬ ńĞİā I+ ĺĳĹŅ HûĳĊ+ . 
пąĸ:ďĊ/K &ĺņĂĲđĂĘĸ ĺņĂýŀİħý ĀĹĲŀĊ /8+  2/ŀļĔ 1đĘĦ 1

 I+ ıļĳĹŅK 2ûýŀİħĵ+ Ćĸďā &2/ŀļĔ ÿĕĹč Lđč/K &ĺĈĔ
2/ŀļĔ đĘĦ ĽĦŀĹĈĸ ûĸ ĺĈĕĵ/ ńĬ ńĞİā.  

CONCURRING CAUSES – Acting contemporaneously 
and together causing injury, which would not have resulted 
in absence of either. 

 ÿĲđĂĘĸ 0ûþĔ+–ĀįK ńĬK ûħĸ IпĹħŅ  ûĸ L8+ ûĈĂļĸ &ďĊ/K 
ûĹľďĊ/ 0ûņĩ ńĬ ĆĈĂļŅ I+ ĺĳĹĹĵ+ ĺĸ IûĲ.   

CONDEMNATION – The legal process by which the 
government takes private land for public use, paying the 
owners a fair price. (See EMINENT DOMAIN.) 

 ÿĚûč >9+ ÿņĳĶĸ AĒĻ–ý ÿĸŀĳċĵ+ Đčõā ńĻŀĻûį )/đć/  ĽþćŀĹ
о7ûĦ ûļĹĄ ûĿĳĵûĹĵ ĥĬďāK &Hûħĵ+ GûĹħĂĔлĵ ÿĚûč ûĝ9/. 

)đĤĻ/: Hûħĵ+ )пĂĔк+ ĮĊ.(  

CONDITIONS – Certain things that someone has to do, or 
not do, to be released. 

 ?Kđė– K+ &ûĿĶĹħŅ I+ ęĎė ŁĶĦ üĈŅ ńĂĵ+ )ûņėк+ Ĝħý 
ĽļĦ 4đĭņĵ  &ûĿĶĹħŅ о.  
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CONDITIONAL RELEASE – Freedom from custody 
which regulates the activities and associations of the 
defendant. If a defendant fails to meet the conditions, the 
release is cancelled. 

 ?KđĘĸ 4/đĬ+– ķĿĂĹĵ+ FŀĶĔ ğþĞŅ MĐĵ+ ĴņþĔ )пč/ 
ĽĬ9ûħĸK. ŁĪĶŅ ?KđĘĵõý ďņİĂĵõý ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĴĘĬ /8/ ĽļĦ 4/đĬо+.  

CONDUCT ENHANCEMENTS - A kind of punishment-
enhancing allegation (such as the arming clause of Penal 
Code section 12022) that relates to the nature of the offense 
at the time the crime was committed.   

ÿýŀİħĵ+ ďŅďĘā ńĬ üþĕĸ FŀĶĔ –ĦĒĵ+ ĺĸ AŀĻ  ďŅďĘĂý ķ
 ÿýŀİħĵ+) ķį9 ńùûļĈĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ĺĸ ĉņĶĕĂĵ+ ďļþĲ12022( MĐĵ/ 

ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ Āþĳā9/ ûĸďļĦ üĻĐĵ/ ÿħņþġý ĮĶħĂŅ.  

CONFESSION – When someone admits out loud or in 
writing that they committed a certain kind of crime. 
(Compare with ADMISSION). 

 D/đĂĦ+–ė đİŅ ûĸďļĦ   ĽĻ/ ŁĶĦ ÿýûĂĳĵûý K+ Gŀİĵûý ęĎ
ÿļņħĸ ÿĹŅđć üĳā9/. ) 0 I9ûį9/đį/.(  

CONFESSION OF JUDGMENT – The act of a debtor in 
a written statement that permits judgment to be entered 
against him by his creditor, without legal proceedings. 

 ķĳċĵõý 9/đį+–Ħ ĥįŀŅ ńġč Iûņý  ĺĸ ĽĂĻ/7ûý ĉĹĕŅ ĺŅďĹĵ+ ĽņĶ
ÿņĻŀĻûį 2/)/đć/ IKďý ĺù/ďĵ/ Ĵþį.  

CONFIDENTIAL – A file or record that is not available 
for public viewing. Authorized viewing allowed only in 
statute and/or court policy. Files and records are identified 
and receive special handling. 

 MđĔ-ĽņĶĦ AпĠк+ ÿĸûħĶĵ đĬŀĂĸ đņĩ ĴĈĔ K+ īĶĸ  . ĉĹĕŅ 
ğİĬ ÿĹĳċĸ ĉŅđěā K+ IŀĻûį üćŀĹý ğİĬ ĽņĶĦ AпĠк+. 

ÿĹĶĳý IŀļħāK &=ûč ĴĳĘý 2пĈĕĵ/K 2ûĭĶĹĵ+ JĐľ Ĵĸûħā: 
"MđĔ."  

CONFIDENTIAL RECORD – Information in a court case 
that is not available to the public. 

 MđĔ Iûņý–ÿĸûħĶĵ 1đĬŀĂĸ đņĩ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Lďĵ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ .  

CONFIDENTIALITY – Treated as private and not for 
publication. 

 ÿŅđĔ–đĘļĶĵ ēņĵK ńěĎĘĲ Ĵĸûħĸ .  

CONFISCATE – To seize or take private property for 
public use (the police took the weapon). 

 97ûěŅ- ŁĶĦ Ĝþİĵ+   HûĦ GûĹħĂĔк =ûč ıĶĂĹĸ) ÿĠđĘĵ/
5пĔ ŁĶĦ Ĝþİā(  

CONFLICT OF INTEREST – When you have two 
different interests at the same time.  For example, a lawyer 
who represents two sides at the same time can’t be fair. 

 ĉĵûěĸ 09ûĞā–ďĊ/K ĀįK ńĬ ÿĭĶĂĎĸ ĉĵûěĸ ďć/ŀā ďļĦ . 
пąĸ: I+ ĺĳĹŅ о ďĊ/K ĀįK ńĬ ĺņþĻûć ĴąĹŅ MĐĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵ+ 

о7ûĦ IŀĳŅ.  

CONFORM COPIES – To make copies identical to an 
original; e.g., copies with duplicate signatures, duplicate 
dates. 

 Čĕļĵ+ ĮýûġŅ- ĴĹċā ČĕĻ Ĵąĸ &ĴĚлĵ ÿİýûġĸ ČĕĻ ĴĹĦ  
ĸ ČŅ9/ŀā K ÿİýûġĸ ĥņį/ŀāÿİýûġ.  

CONFRONTATION RIGHT – Defendant’s right to be 
face-to-face with the witnesses against him or her.  It 
generally includes the right to ask questions and object, and 
to have witnesses testify in person.  

 ÿĿć/ŀĹĵ+ ĮĊ– ĥĸ Ľćŀĵ ûĿćK IŀĳŅ I+ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĮĊ  Jďĝ 7ŀĿė
ûľďĝ K+. I+K &>/đĂĦк+K ÿĶúĔ+ 5đĠ ńĬ Įċĵ+ ûĸŀĹĦ ĺĹĞĂŅ 

ûņěĎė 17ûĿĘĵõý 7ŀĿĘĵ+ ńĵďŅ.  

CONSANGUINITY – COLLATERAL – The relationship 
that exists between persons who have the same ancestors, 
but who do not descend, or ascend, one from the other; as 
between uncle and nephew. 

 Hďĵ+ ÿĶĚ– 1đėûþĸ đņĩ ÿý/đį – ĺņý 17ŀćŀĸ ÿý/đį ÿĶĚ 
 ĺŅ9ďċļĸ ķĕņĵ ķĿļĳĵK īĶĕĵ+ ēĭĻ ĺĸ ĺŅ9ďċļĸ =ûĎė+

1ŀčк+ )ûļý+K HûĹĦк+ ÿý/đİĲ &đčи+ ĺĸ ďĊ/ŀĵ+.  
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CONSANGUINITY – LINEAL – The relationship that 
exists persons of whom one is descended in a direct line 
from the other, as between son, father, grandfather, and so 
upwards in the direct ascending line; or between son, 
grandson, great-grandson, and so downwards in the direct 
descending line. 

 Hďĵ+ ÿĶĚ– 1đėûþĸ ÿý/đį –ûĎė+ ĺņý 17ŀćŀĸ ÿý/đį ÿĶĚ  =
 ĺýк+ ĺņý GûċĵõĲ& đčи+ ĺĸ ďĊ/ŀĵ/ đėûþĸ ğč ńĬ ĺŅ9ďċļĸ

 ğč ńĬ ıĵ8 ďħý ûĸ Łĵ/K &đþĲк+ ďĈĵ+K ďĈĵ+K 0к+K
Ĵąĸ K+ &đėûþĸ MďĦûěā: Łĵ/K &đþĲк+ ďņĭċĵ+K ďņĭċĵ+K ĺýк+ 

7đėûþĸ ńĵ:ûļā ğč ńĬ ıĵ8 ďħý ûĸ.   

CONSECUTIVE SENTENCES – Successive sentences, 
one beginning at the end of another, imposed against a 
person convicted of two or more violations. 

ÿħýûĂĂĸ ÿýŀİĦ HûĳĊ+- Hŀĳċĸ ęĎė ŁĶĦ ÿĝKđĭĸ 2ûýŀİĦ  
Lđčк+ LŀĶā 1ďĊ/ŀĵ+ ĽņĬ Đĭļā &đąĲ+ K+ ĺņĂĭĵûĎĸ ńĬ. &M+ 

Lđčк+ ÿŅûĿĻ ďļĦ ÿýŀİĦ +ďþā.  

CONSERVATEE – Someone who can’t take care of 
themselves and has a caretaker (called the 
“CONSERVATOR”) who the court picked. 

 ĽņĶĦ ĢĬûċĹĵ+ – ĽŅďĵK &Ľĕĭļý ÿŅûļħĵ+ ĥņġĂĕŅ о ęĎė 
 Ľý ÿŅûļħĵõý HŀİŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĺņħĸ ęĎė) ŁĦďŅKĢĬûċĹĵ+ 

K+ķņİĵ+ .(  

CONSERVATOR – Someone picked by the court to either 
take care of someone who can’t take care of themselves 
(called a “CONSERVATEE”) or take care of that person’s 
property , or both. 

 ķņİĵ+K+ ĢĬûċĹĵ+– ÿŅûļħĶĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ĺņħĸ ęĎė 
 Ľĕĭļý ÿŅûļħĵ+ ĥņġĂĕŅ о ęĎĘý)ĽņĶĦ ĢĬûċĹĵ+ ( ÿŅûļħĶĵ K+ &

ęĎĘĵ+ ıĵ8 2ûĳĶĂĹĹýûĹĿņĶĳý HûņİĶĵ K+ &.   

CONSERVATORSHIP – A court proceeding where a 
judge picks someone (a conservator) to take care of an 
adult’s personal needs and/or his or her finances.  For 
minors, see GUARDIANSHIP.  

 ;9ûĊ K+ ķņį ĺņņħā- ķņį ĺņņħā ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2/)/đć+  ÿŅûļħĶĵ
K Ĩĵûý IûĕĻк ÿņěĎĘĵ/ 9ŀĸкõý/ÿņĵûĹĵ+ J9ŀĸõý K+. đĚûİĶĵ 

đĤĻ+: ÿŅûĚK.   

CONSENT – A written agreement to obey a decision or 
deal.   

Gŀþį/ ÿİĬ/ŀĸ-IŀĻûİĶĵ IûĦ8лĵ ÿņġč ÿİĬ/ŀĸ  .  

CONSIDERATION – The cause, price, or impelling 
influence which makes a party enter into a contract. 

 9ûþĂĦ+–ďİĦ ńĬ ĴčďŅ ûěĎė ĴħĈŅ ĐĬûĻ đņĄõā &ĺĹĄ &üþĔ .  

CONSOLIDATION OF ACTIONS – When at least two 
cases that involve the same people are grouped together. 

 LKûĦďĵ+ ďņĊŀā– ûĿĶĹĘĵ &Ĵįк+ ńĶĦ &ĺņĂņĞį ĺņý ĥĹĈĵ+ 
ļĦ &1ďĊ/K ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ ēĭĻ ķľ ûĿņĬ IŀĦ:ûļĂĹĵ+ IŀĳŅ ûĸď

=ûĎėк+.  

CONSORTIUM, LOSS OF – Unable to have a sexual 
relationship between a husband and a wife. 

 ÿņćKĒĵ+ ÿįпħĵ+ I/ďİĬ– ÿįпħĵõý Hûņİĵ+ ŁĶĦ 19ďİĵ+ HďĦ 
ÿćKĒĵ+K 4KĒĵ/ ĺņý ÿņĕļĈĵ+.  

CONSPIRACY – Where two or more persons intentionally 
agree to commit crime and do an act towards committing 
the crime. 

 1đĸ/öĸ- 0ûĳā9ûý Hûņİĵ+ ďěİý đąĲ+ K+ IûěĎė ĮĭĂŅ ûĸďļĦ  
ûĿýûĳā9/ ŀċĻ пĹĦ IŀĶħĭŅK ÿĹŅđć.  

CONSTRUCTIVE POSSESSION – Where a person does 
not actually possess a thing, but knowingly has control over 
it. 

 1)ûļý 1:ûņĊ- ĺĳĵK øņė ŁĶĦ ĒùûĊ đņĩ ęĎė IŀĳŅ ûĸďļĦ  
 ĽņĶĦ 1đġņĔ JďļĦ I+ DđħŅ.  

CONSTITUTION – The central law of our country that 
sets up the creation, character, and organization of its power 
and how that power is exercised. The rule, principles, 
descriptions of the government’s power, and the main rights 
that the people of a country or state have.  

 9ŀĂĔ7– &ķĤĻK &ĴĳėK &Ađė MĐĵ+ ûĻďĶý ńĬ ńĔûĔк+ IŀĻûİĵ+ 
 ÿņĸŀĳċĵ+ ÿġĶĕĵ/ ÿĹĤĻ+K ĺņĻ/ŀįK &ûĿĂĔ9ûĹĸ ÿņĭņĲK ÿġĶĕĵ/

ĵ+ 7/đĬк+ EŀİĊK &ûĿĦ/ŀĻ/KÿŅоŀĵ+ ńĬ K+ ďĶþĵ+ ńĬ ÿņĕņùđ.  
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CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT – A right guaranteed by the 
U. S. Constitution, interpreted by the federal courts; also, a 
right guaranteed by some other constitution (such as a state 
constitution). 

 M9ŀĂĔ7 ĮĊ– 2ûŅоŀĵ+ 9ŀĂĔ7 ĽċļĹŅ ĮĊ  JđĕĭāK 1ďċĂĹĵ+
 9ŀĂĔďĲ &đč* 9ŀĂĔ7 ĽċļĹŅ MĐĵ/ Įċĵ+ ıĵĐĲ '7ûċāк+ ķĲûċĸ

ÿŅоK.  

CONTEMNOR – One who has committed contempt of 
court. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ IûņěĦ–ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ đĸ/K+ ńěħŅ ĺĸ .  

CONTEMPORARY COMMUNITY STANDARD – 
What is, objectively acceptable to the community as a 
whole.  Ascertainment of the standard must be based upon 
an objective determination of what is unacceptable to the 
community as a whole.  Your own personal, social, or moral 
views on the material involved in the case may not be 
considered. 

 ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ ;ûņİĸ đĚûħĹĵ/- ńĬ Gŀþİĸ ûņĦŀĝŀĸ ŀľ ûĸ  
ĴĳĲ ĥĹĂĈĸ. ńĦŀĝŀĸ ďŅďċā ĴĦ ńļþĸ ;ûņİĹĵ+ /Đľ Įņİċā 

ĴĳĲ ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ ĺĸ Gŀþİĸ đņĩ ŀľ ûĹĵ. &ńěĎĘĵ+ ıŅ+9 
 о+ ĺĳĹŅ ÿņĞİĵõý ĮĶħĂĸ Aŀĝŀĸ GŀĊ ńįпčк+ K+ &ńĦûĹĂćк+

ĺņħý ĐčöŅ.  

CONTEMPT (OF COURT) – Disobeying a court order. 
Punishment can be a fine or jail. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ IûņěĦ–ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ HûĤĻ IûņěĦ . K+ ÿĸ/đĩ ĽĂýŀİĦ 
ĺĈĔ.  

CONTINUANCE – Putting off a court case to a later date. 
(See ADJOURNMENT). 

Ĵņćõā/ ÿĕĶĈĵ+ ĥĬ9–đč* ČŅ9ûā Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĸ ÿņĞį Ĵņćõā .  
)đĤĻ+: ÿĕĶĈĵ+ ĥĬ9.(  

CONTINUING EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION  – 
Theory that only one support order should be valid between 
the same people at a time.  And when a court hears a child 
support case, it can add to and change that order.  The court 
of continuing exclusive jurisdiction has control over a 
support case until another court takes it away. This is 
defined in the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 
(UIFSA). 

 ÿħýûĂĹĵ+ ńĬ =ûč ńùûĞį IûġĶĔ– I+ üĈŅ ĽĻ/ ńľ ÿŅđĤļĵ+ 
 ēĭļĵ GŀħĭĹĵ+ M9ûĔ ďĊ/K ÿĵûĦ+ đĸ+ ğİĬ Fûļľ IŀĳŅ

=ûĎėк+. &ďĵK ÿĵûĦ+ ńĬ LŀĦ7 ńĵ/ ÿĹĳċĸ ĥĹĕā ûĸďļĦK 
9/đİĵ+ ńĬ đņĪāK ďŅĒā I+ ĥņġĂĕā. =ûĎĵ+ ńùûĞİĵ+ IûġĶĕĵ/ 

ĳċĸ Đčõā I+ Łĵ/ ÿĵûĦк+ ÿņĞį ńĬ 8ŀĭļĵ/ Ľĵ ÿħýûĂĹĵ+ ńĬ ÿĹ
ÿņĞİĵ+ Lđč+.ńĬ )ûĞİĵ+ /Đľ 7ďĊ ďİĵ : IŀĻûį ďņĊŀā HŀĔđĸ 

2ûŅоŀĵ+ ĺņý ÿĶùûħĵ+ ÿĵûĦ+.  

CONTRACT – (1) an agreement between two or more 
people to do or not to do a particular thing; (2) an 
agreement between two or more people that makes, 
changes, or ends a legal relationship. 

 ďİĦ– )1( HďĦ K+ ĴĹĦ ĴĦ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņěĎė ĺņý ÿņįûĭā/ 
øņė ĴĹĦ. )2( ÿįпĦ ÿĸûįк đąĲ+ K+ ĺņěĎė ĺņý ÿņįûĭā+ 

ûĿùûĿĻ/ K+ &ûľđņņĪā  &ÿņĦđė.  

CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE – A legal doctrine 
that says if the plaintiff in a civil action for negligence also 
was negligent, in any way, he or she cannot recover 
damages from the defendant for the defendant’s negligence.  

 ďĦûĕĸ K+ ďĿĹĸ GûĹľ+– ĴĹľ+ /8+ GŀİŅ MĐĵ+ ńĻŀĻûİĵ+ +ďþĹĵ+ 
 ńľ K+ ŀĿĬ &Ĵĳė M+ ńĬ &GûĹľ+ ďĝ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ ńĦďĹĵ+

ŀħā ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĺĸ 7đĂĕŅ I+ ĥņġĂĕŅ оķĿĂĹĵ+ GûĹľ+ ĺĦ ûĞŅ.  

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES – Any drug identified by 
law whose availability is restricted.  Unless otherwise 
specified, a drug, substance, or immediate precursor which 
is listed in any schedule in Health & Safety Code sections 
11054, 11055, 11056, 11057 or 11058.   

 19ŀĤċĸ đņįûİĦ–Jďć/ŀā IŀĻûİĵ+ ďņİŅ )/K7 M+ . đĲĐŅ ķĵ ûĸ 
 19ŀĲĐĹĵ+ ÿņùďþĹĵ+ 7/ŀĹĵ+ K+ &7/ŀĹĵ+ &đņįûİħĵ+ &ıĵ8 ēĳĦ

ķį9 ÿĸпĕĵ+K ÿċěĵ+ IŀĻûį ĉù/ŀĵ ĺĸ ÿŅ/ ńĶĦ: 11054 &
11055 &11056 &11057 K+ &11058.  

CONVERSION – The wrongful assumption of ownership 
over the goods or personal property belonging to another. 

 ;пĂč+ K+ 0ûěĂĩ+– &đč* ęĎė ęĎā G/ŀĸ+ K+ ĥùûĞý Đč+ 
ÿņĦđė đņĩ ÿįđġý.  

CONVEY – (1) to give the title to property to someone 
else.  (2) To make known or communicate. 

 ĴİļŅ-  )1(ņĳĶĸ ĴİļŅ đč* ęĎė Łĵ/ 9ûİĦ ÿ. )2( K+ ĴİļŅ 
2ûĸŀĶħĸ ĨĶþŅ.  
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CONVICT – (1) A person who has been found guilty of a 
crime and is serving a sentence for that crime; a prison 
inmate. (2) To find a person guilty of an offense by either a 
trial or a plea of guilty. 

 I/ďĸ– )1( ńĬ ķĳċĵ+ 1ďĸ ńĞİŅŀľK ĽņĶĦ ķĳĊ ęĎė 
ĺĈĕĵ+.ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ Ĵņĸ: '. )2( ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ HđĈý ęĎė ÿĻ/7/ 

üĻĐĵõý D/đĂĦк+ K+ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+.  

CONVICTION – When a judge or jury finds a criminal 
defendant guilty.  

 ' ÿĻ/7/– ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ K+ ńĝûİĵ+ 9đİŅ ûĸďļĦ 
üĻĐĸ.  

CORONER – Public official charged to inquire into the 
causes and circumstances of any death which occurs 
through violence or suddenly (suspicious causes). 

2ûņĬŀĵ+ 0ûþĔ+ ńĬ Įİċĸ – ĺĦ GKöĕĸ HûĦ ńĹĔ9 īģŀĸ 
īļĦ )/đć ĺĸ K+ ńùûĈĬ 2ŀĸ M+ DKđģK 0ûþĔ+ ńĬ ĮņİċĂĵ+. 

)ĂĘĸ 0ûþĔ+ûĿý Ľþ(  

CORPORATION – A group of persons who get a charter 
granting them as a body certain legal powers, rights, 
privileges, and liabilities as an individual.  

 ÿĲđė- ķĿċļĹā 1)/đý ŁĶĦ Ĵěċā =ûĎėк+ ĺĸ ÿĦŀĹĈĸ 
ĵKöĕĸK &2/:ûņĂĸ+K &EŀİĊK &ÿņĦđė 2ûņĊпĚ ÿĦŀĹĈĹĲ 2ûņ

ďĊ/K 7đĭĲ.   

CORPUS DELECTI – Body of the crime. The objective 
proof that a crime has been committed. It sometimes refers 
to the body of the victim of a homicide or to the charred 
remains of a burned house, but the term has a broader 
meaning. For the state to introduce a confession or to 
convict the accused, it must prove the occurrence of a 
specific injury or loss and a criminal act was the source of 
that particular injury or loss. 

 ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ ķĕć– ďį ÿĹŅđć I+ ďĲöŅ MĐĵ+ ńĦŀĝŀĹĵ+ 2ûþĄк+ 
Āþĳā9/.ûņĊ+ đņĘŅ  ÿĹċĭĸ ûŅûİý K+ &ĴĂİĵ+ ÿņċĝ ÿąć Łĵ/ ûĻ

ĥĔK+ Łļħĸ Ľĵ 5пġĚк+ ĺĳĵK &EKđċĸ Āņý ĺĸ. Hďİā ńĳĵ 
 AŀįK Āþąā I+ ûĿņĶĦ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĺŅďā ńĳĵ K+ ûĬ/đĂĦ/ ÿŅоŀĵ+

 ıĶā 9ďěĸ IûĲ ûņĸ/đć/ пĹĦ I+ ŁĶĦK 17ďċĸ 19ûĕč K+ ÿýûĚ+
19ûĕĎĵ+ K+ ÿýûĚк+.  

CORROBORATE – To support with evidence or 
authority; make more certain. 

 ďŅöŅ–ďņĲõĂĶĵ &8ŀĭĻ Ľĵ 9ďěĸ ĺĸ 2ûĸŀĶħĹý K+ Iûľđþý :ĒħŅ .  

CORROBORATING EVIDENCE – Supplementary 
evidence that tends to strengthen or confirm the initial 
evidence. 

 ďĻûĕĸ Ĵņĵ7– ĮþĔ Lđč+ 2ûļņþĵ 1ďŅöĸ K+ 1:Ēħĸ ÿļņý 
ĿĹŅďİāû.  

CORROBORATION – Confirmation or support of a 
witness’ statement or other fact. 

1ďĻûĕĸ –Lđč+ ÿİņİĊ K+ ďľûė Iûņþĵ ķĦ7 K+ ďņŅõā .  

CORRUPTLY – Dishonestly.  7ûĕĭý -ÿĻûĸ+ IKďý .  

COSTS – (1) Fees and charges that a party pays to file and 
present a court case or to enforce a judgment; (2) money 
won in a civil suit to pay for expenses. 

 īŅ9ûěĸ-  )1( E/9K+ ķŅďİĂĵ DđĠ ûĿħĬďŅ īņĵûĳāK HŀĔ9 
ķĳĊ ĮņþġĂĵ K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ûĿħĬ9K ÿņĞį. )2( Ľċý9 ķā ĨĶþĸ 

īŅ9ûěĹĵ+ ĥĬďĵ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ.  

COUNSEL – One or more lawyers who represent a client. 
Also, legal advice. (See ATTORNEY). 

 ÿŅ9ûĘĂĔ+ ÿúņľ K+ 9ûĘĂĕĸ–пņĹĦ IŀĶąĹŅđąĲ+ K+ ńĸûċĸ . 
ÿņĻŀĻûį 19ûĘĂĔ+ ûĞŅ+.  )đĤĻ+: ńĸûċĸ(  

COUNSEL TABLE – The physical location where the 
defense and prosecuting parties are seated during the trial. 

ĵKûĠ ÿŅ9ûĘĂĔк+ ÿúņĿĵ+ ÿ- )ûĦ7к+ ĺĸ ĴĲ ēĶĈŅ ăņĊ  
ÿĸûĳċĹĵ+ Gпč ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ AûĬďĵ+K.  

COUNT – Each separate charge (or statement) in a criminal 
case.  (See CHARGE). 

 ÿņĸûĿā/ 1đİĬ– ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ Iûņý K+ HûĿā/ ĴĲ )đĤĻ+: 
ÿĹĿā.(  
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COUNTERCLAIM – An independent charge by one side 
in a case (either the plaintiff or defendant) that goes against 
the claim made by the other side. 

 17ûĞĹłŀĦ7– LŀĦ7 ńĬ ĺņĬđġĵ+ ďĊ+ ĽħĬđŅ ĴİĂĕĸ HûĿā/ 
)ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ H+ ńĦďĹĵ+ )/ŀĔ( Ĵþį ĺĸ ĀħĬ9 ÿņĞį ďĝ 

đčи+.  

COUNTERFEIT – To forge, to copy or imitate, without 
authority or right, and with the purpose to deceive by 
passing off the copy as genuine. 

 đŅKĒā– &ĮĊ K+ ÿġĶĔ IKďý &ďĶİŅ K+ ÿĎĕĻ ĴĹħŅ &īŅĒŅ 
ÿņĶĚ+ ÿĎĕļĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ AďĎŅ I+ DďĿýK.  

COUNTY JAIL – A building or structure used to put 
alleged criminals and/or convicted criminals of local area 
crimes. 

 ńĹņĶį+ ēþĊ–ÿņĶċĸ ķù/đć ńĬ ĺņĸŀĳċĹĵ+ K+ ĺņĹĿĂĹĶĵ .  

COURT – A judge or group of judges whose job is to hear 
cases and carry out justice. (See BENCH.) 

 ÿĹĳċĸ– ûŅûĞį ńĬ đĤļĵ+ ķĿĂĹĿĸ 1ûĞį ÿĦŀĹĈĸ K+ ńĝûį 
þġāKÿĵ/ďħĵ+ Įņ. )đĤĻ+: ńĝûİĵ+ ÿěļĸ(  

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES 
(CASA) -  These are volunteers who represent abused and 
neglected children.  

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ Iŀļņħĸ IŀņņĚŀěč Iŀĸûċĸ - IŀĦŀġĂĸ ķľ  
 ķĿĂĵûĸûħĸ ĀúņĔ/ IŀĶĹĿĸ 7оK+ ĺĦ IŀħĬ/đĂŅ.  

COURT ATTENDANT – Provide courtroom support in 
selected courtrooms by performing limited security-related 
and clerical duties and serving as the court liaison for juries, 
witnesses, attorneys and the public. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üćûĊ– &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2ûĦûį Ĝħý ńĬ ĺĸк+ ķĦďŅ ĺĸ 
ĵ ĴĚK 1ĒĹľ IŀĳŅK ĺŅ9ûĘĂĕĹĵ+ &7ŀĿĘĵ+ &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņĿ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ 9ŀĞċĵ+K.  

COURT ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK OF COURT – An 
officer appointed by the Court or elected to oversee the 
administrative, non-judicial activities of the court. 

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ IKöė đŅďĸ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ –ĺĸ ĺņħĹĵ+ ğýûĞĵ+  
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ  &ÿņĻŀĻûį đņĪĵ+K ÿŅ9/7к+ 9ŀĸк+ ÿþį/đĹĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL – A defense attorney 
assigned by the court to represent a defendant who cannot 
afford to hire an attorney. 

  ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĺņħĸ 9ûĘĂĕĸ– ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ľļņħā AûĬ7 ńĸûċĸ 
ĺĦ ÿħĬ/đĹĶĵĽļĦ ûņĸûċĸ ĺņħŅ I+ M7ûĹĵ+ ĽĻûĳĸûý ēņĵ ķĿĂĸ .  

COURT COSTS – The expenses of prosecuting or 
defending a lawsuit, other than the attorneys’ fees. An 
amount of money may be awarded to the successful party 
(and may be recoverable from the losing party) as 
reimbursement for court costs. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ īŅ9ûěĸ– K+ )ûĦ7к+ ŁĶĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ľİĭļā ûĸ 
ńĸûċĹĵ+ HŀĔ9 đņĩ &AûĬďĵ+. DđġĶĵ Ľċļĸ ĺĳĹŅ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ 

 ĉý/đĵ+)đĔûĎĵ+ Dđġĵ+ ĺĸ ĽĶņěċā ĺĳĹŅ( īŅ9ûěĸ 7/7đĂĔк  
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

COURT OF RECORD – A court in which the proceedings 
are recorded, transcribed, and maintained as permanent 
records. 

 1đėûþĹĵ+ K+ ÿņĶĚк+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+- 2/)/đć+ IKďā ńĂĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+  
ķù/7 ĴĳĘý ûĿý ĢĭĂċāK &ûĿĎĕļāK &2ûĕĶĈĵ+.   

COURT ORDER – A decision made by a judicial officer 
that gives someone certain rights or tells someone to do 
something. 

 ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+– &ńùûĞį īģŀĸ K+ GďĦ ğýûĝ ĺĦ 97ûĚ 9/đį 
øņė ĴĹħý ûěĎė đĸõŅ K+ &Eŀİċĵ+ Ĝħý ûěĎė ńġħŅ.  

COURT REPORTER – Someone who writes down, word 
for word, what is said in court. What is recorded is called a 
TRANSCRIPT. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ IKďĸ–Ņ ĺĸ  ÿĹĶĲ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ GûİŅ ûĸ ĴĲ IKď
ÿĹĶĲ. ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅ ČĔûĻ.  

COURT TRIAL – A trial without a jury. A judge decides 
the case. 

 ÿĹĲûċĸ-ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ IKďý ÿĹĲûċĸ  . ńĬ 9đİŅ ńņĝûİĵ+ 
ÿņĞİĵ+.  
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COURT, APPEALS – In some states, the highest appellate 
court, where it is the Court’s decision whether to hear the 
case. 

 DûļúĂĔ+ ÿĹĳċĸ- DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ &2ûŅоŀĵ+ Ĝħý ńĬ  
 о K+ ÿņĞİĵ+ AûĹĔ ńĬ 9/đİĵ+ ûĿĵ IŀĳŅ &ûņĶħĵ+.  

COURT, DISTRICT – (1) Federal – A trial court with 
general Federal jurisdiction. (2) State – Meaning varies 
from state to state. 

 ÿħĠûİĹĵ+ÿĹĲûċĸ– )1( ńĵ/9ďņĬ - ÿņùûĞį ÿġĶĔ ûĿĵ  ÿĹĳċĸ 
ńĵ/9ďņĭĵ+ 7ûċāк+ ńĬ ÿĸûĦ. )2( ÿŅоK - ĺĸ ŁļħĹĵ+ īĶĂĎŅ 

Lđčк ÿŅоK.  

COURT, JUVENILE – A court having jurisdiction over 
cases involving children under a specified age, usually 18. 
Cases generally involve delinquent, dependent, and 
neglected children. 

 3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ– ûŅûĞį ńĬ ńùûĞį IûġĶĔ ûĿĵ ÿĹĳċĸ 
 7оKк+ ûŅûĞİĲ &đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ IK7 ķľ ĺĸ 17ûĦ &3/ďĊк+

ĺŅ7đĘĹĵ/K  &ĺņĵûħĹĵ+ &ĺņċĻûĈĵ+.  

COURT, NIGHT – A specialized court that deals with 
cases during the late evening and early morning hours. 

 ĴņĶĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ - Ĵěċā ńĂĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ÿĈĵûħĹĵ ÿěĂĎĸ ÿĹĳċĸ 
 ĺĸ 1đĳþĹĵ+ 2ûĦûĕĵ/ ńĬ K+ )ûĕĹĵ+ ĺĸ đčõĂĸ ĀįK ńĬ

5ûþěĵ+.  

COURT, SUPERIOR – Trial court; meaning varies from 
state to state. 

 ûņĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ–Ăĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/  īĶĂĎŅK &2ûĹĲûċĹĵ/ ûĿņĬ ķĂŅ ń
Lđč+ Łĵ/ ÿŅоK ĺĸ ûľûļħĸ.  

COURT, TRAFFIC – A specialized court that hears 
crimes dealing with traffic offenses. 

 đņĕĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ– ĮĶħĂā ûŅûĞį ńĬ đĤļĵ+ ńĬ ÿěĂĎĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 
đņĕĵ+ 2ûĭĶĎĸ ńĬ.  

COURTESY NOTICE – A notice made by a computer 
that is usually sent for traffic violations to tell a defendant 
about a court date, bail, etc. 

 M7K 9ûħė+– &đņĔ ÿĭĵûĎĹý ķĿĂĸ Łĵ/ đāŀņþĹĳĵ+ ĺĸ 9ûħė+ 
Čĵ/ &ÿĵûĭĲ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ČŅ9ûā ĺĦ ĽĹĶħā.  

COURTROOM – The section of a courthouse in which the 
judge presides over the proceedings. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿĦûį– ăņĊ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿŅûļý ńĬ 2ûĦûİĵ+ LďĊ/ 
ÿĕĶĈĵ/ ńĝûİĵ+ ;+đĂŅ.   

COURTROOM CLERK – Courtroom personnel who 
attends court sessions and prepares record of court 
proceedings in conformance with statutes, policies, and the 
direction of a Judge; swears in witnesses and juries; 
maintains exhibits offered in evidence. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ- đĞċŅK 2ûĕĶĈĵ+ đĞċŅ ÿĹĳċĸ īģŀĸ  
 2ûĿņćŀāK &ÿĹĤĻк+K &ĺņĻ/ŀİĶĵ ûİĬK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2/)/đć/ ĴĈĔ

ńĝûİĵ+. 2ûļņþĵ/ ĢĭċŅK &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľK 7ŀĿĘĵ/ īĶċŅ K 
ÿĝKđħĹĵ+ ÿņùđĹĵ+.  

CREDIBILITY – The quality in a witness which makes his 
or her testimony believable. 

 ÿņį/ďěĸ-ĮŅďěĂĶĵ ÿĶýûį Ľā7ûĿė ĴħĈā ďľûĘĵ+ ńĬ ÿĭĚ  .  

CREDIT – Arrangement or understanding by the maker of 
a check with the person/institution upon which the order is 
drawn, for the payment of that check upon its presentation. 

 7ûĹĂĦ/- K+ ęĎĘĵ/K ıņĘĵ+ üāûĲ ĺņý ķľûĭā K+ üņāđā  
ıņĘĵ+ ķŅďİā ďļĦ ĥĬďņĔ ĨĶþĹĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ Ľĵ 0ŀĂĳĹĵ+ ÿĕĔöĹĵ+.  

CRIME – Something you do, or don’t do, that breaks a 
law.  If you are found guilty, you can be punished by: death; 
jail or prison; fine; being removed from office; being unable 
to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit. 

 ÿĹŅđć–IŀĻûİĵ+ đĕĳĂĬ &ĽĶħĭā о K+ &ĽĶħĭā øņė  . 2ďćK /8+ 
ıņĶĦ ķĳċŅ ûþĻĐĸ: 'ÿĸ/đĩ ĥĬďý 'ĺĈĕĵ/ K+ ēþċĵûý '2ŀĹĵûý 

 ĺĸ GĒħĵõý K+ &Dđė üěļĸ M+ ńĵŀā ĺĸ ıħļĸ ńĬK 'ıþěļĸ
ĉý9 K+ ÿĻûĸ+ ŁĶĦ ıĻûĹĂù+.  

CRIMINAL – Someone convicted of a felony or a 
misdemeanor. 

 HđĈĸ -ÿċļć K+ ÿŅûļć ńĬ I/ďĹĵ/ ęĎĘĵ/  .  
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CRIMINAL CASE – A court case that starts because of a 
crime. 

 ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį-þĕý +ďþā ÿņĞį  ÿŅûļć ü.   

CRIMINAL CONDUCT – The nature of or involving a 
crime. 

 ńĸ/đć/ FŀĶĔ –ûĿý ?9ŀĂĵ+ K+ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ ÿħņþĠ .  

CRIMINAL INSANITY – Lack of mental ability to do or 
keep from doing a particular act; not able to distinguish 
right from wrong. 

 ńùûļć Iŀļć–ĴĶč  K+ &ńùûļć ĴĹĦ ĴĦ ńĻûĈĵ/ ăċŅ ńĶİĦ 
 97ûį đņĩK &Ľý Hûņİĵ+ ĺĦ ĽĕĭĻ ğþĝ ŁĶĦ 97ûį đņĩ ĽĶħĈŅ

õġĎĵ+K 0/ŀěĵ+ ĺņý ĒņņĹĂĵ/ ŁĶĦ.  

CRIMINAL NEGLIGENCE – Act(s) which are 
aggravated, reckless or flagrant and which depart from the 
conduct of an ordinarily prudent, careful person under the 
same circumstances as to be contrary to a proper regard for 
human life or to constitute an indifference to the 
consequences of those acts.   

 ńùûļć GûĹľ+– ÿċĝûĬ K+ &19ŀĿĂĸK &/öĔ ķįûĭĂā GûħĬ+ K+ ĴħĬ 
ĊK &ĴįûĦK M7ûĦ IûĕĻ/ FŀĶĔ ĺĦ 4đĎā ńĂĵ+K ēĭĻ Āċā ęŅđ

 ĮĶħĂŅ ûĹý ķùпĹĵ+ DđěĂĶĵ ēĳĦ Iŀĳā ûĿĻõĲK &DKđĤĵ+
 ĴĳĘā K+ &ÿŅđĘþĵ/ 1ûņċĵõý1оûþĸ оGûħĬк+ üį/ŀħĵ .   

CRIMINAL RECORD – (1) Arrest record. A written 
account listing all the instances in which a person has been 
arrested.  (2) A form completed by a police officer when a 
person is arrested. 

 ńùûļć ĴĈĔ– )1(īņįŀĂĵ+ ĴĈĔ . 37/ŀċĵ+ ĥņĹć đĲĐā ÿċùо 
ęĎĘĵ+ ûĿņĬ īįK+ ńĂĵ/. )2( ńĠđĘĵ+ ĽúþħŅ MĐĵ+ 48ŀĹļĵ+ 

ûěĎė īįŀŅ ûĸďļĦ.  

CRIMINAL STREET GANG – An ongoing organization, 
association, or group of three or more persons, having as 
one of its primary activities the commission of one or more 
criminal acts, having a common name or common 
identifying sign or symbol, and whose members 
individually or collectively engage in or have engaged in a 
pattern of criminal gang activity. 

 ÿņùûļć A9/ŀė 2ûýûěĦ– ĺĸ ÿĦûĹć K+ &ÿĹù/7 2ûĹĤļĸ 
 K+ ÿĸпħý ĺņĬKđħĸ K+ &ĥùûė K+ HûĦ ķĔ/ ķĿĵ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņěĎė

ÿņùûļć GûĹĦ+ K+ ĴĹĦ 0ûĳā9/ ķĿāûĠûĘĻ ķľ+ ĺĸ &ĥùûė Ēĸ9. 
 GûĹĦ+ &ÿĦûĹć K+ /7đĬ &/ŀþĳā9/ ďį K+ IŀýŀĳāđŅ ûľ,ûĞĦ+

2ûýûěħĵ+ ĥýûĠ ûĿĵ ÿņùûļć.  

CRIMINAL SUMMONS – An order commanding an 
accused to appear in court. 

 ńùûļć )ûĦďĂĔ/–ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĶĵ ķĿĂĸ üĶĠ ńĬ đĸ+ .  

CROSS-CLAIM – A claim filed by defendant(s) or 
plaintiff(s) against each other. 

 Ĵýûİĸ )ûĦ7/– ďĝ ńĦďĹĵ+ K+ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĺĸ M+ ûĿĸďİŅ ÿņĞį 
đčи+.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION – When the other side’s lawyer 
asks a witness questions in a hearing or trial. 

 ďľûĘĵ+ ÿĘįûļĸ–ķěĎĵ+ ńĸûċĸ Ĵþį ĺĸ ďľûĘĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔ/ .  

CUMULATIVE SENTENCES – Sentences for two or 
more crimes to run a consecutively, rather than 
concurrently. (See CONCURRENT SENTENCES AND 
CONSECUTIVE SENTENCES.) 

 17ďħĂĸ HûĳĊ+– HŀĳċĹĵ+ ûĿņĞİŅ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņĂŅûļć ńĶĦ HûĳĊ/ 
ďĊ/K ĀįK ńĬ ûĿĈĸ7 ĺĸ оďý &üįûħĂĵûý ĽņĶĦ. )đĤĻ+:  2ûýŀİĦ

 ÿĲđĂĘĸ KÿħýûĂĂĸ 2ûýŀİĦ.(  

CUSTODIAL PARENT – The parent that has primary 
care, custody, and control of the child(ren).  

 ÿĻûĞċĵ+ ĮĊ Ľĵ MĐĵ/ ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ďĊ+- Ľĵ MĐĵ+ ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ďĊ+ 
ĽņĶĦ 11đġņĕĵ+K &đąĲ+ K+ ďĵK ÿĻûĞĊ ńĬ ńĵKк+ Įċĵ+.  

CUSTODY – (1) When someone is under the physical 
control of the court to make sure they go to court when 
they’re supposed to; (2) when the judge sends a person to 
jail after they are found guilty of a crime; (3) the care and 
control of children. 

 ÿĻûĞĊ  'ĒĈĊ -  )1( ÿĔ/đĊ Āċā ûņěĎė IûĕĻ+ 7ŀćK  
>KđĭĹĵ+ Āįŀĵ+ ńĬ ûĿĸûĸ+ Ľĵŀąĸ IûĹĞĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+. )2( GûĔ9/+ 

ŅđĈĵ+ ńĬ ĽĂĻ/7/ ďħý ĺĈĕĵ/ Łĵ/ ęĎėÿĹ. )3( 7оKк+ ÿŅûĦ9 
ķĿņĶĦ 11đġņĕĵ+K.  



Legal Glossary 
ûĿņĻûħĸK ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ/ 2ûĹĶĳĵ/ 7đĕĸ 

31

CUSTODY ORDER – A court order that says who a child 
will live with and who should make decisions about health 
care, education, and other important things. 

 ÿĻûĞĊ ķĳĊ- ĖņħņĔ ĺĸ ĥĸ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸ+  
ņĔ ĺĸK &ďĵŀĵ+ 9ŀĸ+ ÿŅ/K &ÿņĹņĶħĂĵ+K &ÿņċěĵ+ ĽĂŅûĦ9 ńĬ 9đİ

ÿĹĿĸ Lđč+.   

CUSTOM – A usage or practice of the people, which, by 
common adoption and acquiescence, has become 
compulsory. 

 DđĦ– ûĿņļþā ĮĄđĠ ĺĦ ńĂĵ+ &;ûļĵ+ ďļĦ ÿĔ9ûĹĸK  17ûĦ 
ÿņĸ/Ēĵ/ ĀċþĚ/ &ûĿýûĕĂĲ/K.  

DAMAGES – Money that the losing side must pay to the 
winning side to make up for losses or injuries. There are 
two kinds of damages: (1) “compensatory,” meaning money 
to pay for the actual cost of an injury or loss; and (2) 
“punitive” or “exemplary,” meaning an amount of money 
that’s more than the actual damages. This is a punishment 
for willful or malicious acts. 

   2ûĞŅŀħā- K+ đùûĕč ĺĦ ûĞŅŀħā ĉý/đĵ+ DđġĶĵ ĥĬďŅ Gûĸ  
2ûýûĚ/.9/đĝо+ ĺĸ IûĦŀĻ ďćŀŅK : )1( ĥĬďĵ ńĵûĸ ĜŅŀħā 

 K  'ÿýûĚ+ K+ 19ûĕč īņĵûĳā)2( "+9/đĝ ÿņýûİĦ " K+ " 9/đĝ+
ÿņĵûąĸ/ÿņù/Ēć" 19ûĕĎĵ+ ĺĸ đþĲ+ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ ńļħŅ ıĵ8K  

ĸK 1ďĹħĂĸ GûĹĦк )/Ēć K+ 0ûİħĲ &ÿņĶħĭĵ+1đĲû.  

DEADLY WEAPON – Any weapon, instrument or object 
that is capable of being used to inflict death or great bodily 
injury.   

 Ĵāûį 5пĔ– GûĹħĂĔк+ 19ďį Ľĵ >đĩ K+ &ÿĵ* K+ &5пĔ M+ 
2ŀĸ 3/ďĊ+ K+ &1đņġč ÿŅďĕć ÿýûĚ/ ďŅďĕā ńĬ.  

DEATH PENALTY – Death imposed by the state as 
punishment for a serious crime. (See CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT.) 

 H/ďĦк+ ķĳĊ– ÿĹŅđć ÿþįûħĹĵ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĺĦ97ûĚ 2ŀĹĵûý ķĳĊ 
1đņġč. )đĤĻ+: Lŀěİĵ+ ÿýŀİħĵ+.(  

DEATH ROW – The area of a state or federal prison where 
criminals who are sentenced to death are confined until their 
sentence is commuted or carried out. 

 H/ďĦкõý ĺņĸŀĳċĹĵ+ Iûĳĸ- ĺĈĔ K+ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĺĈĔ ńĬ Iûĳĸ  
 2ŀĹĵ+ ńĬ ķĿņĶĦ HŀĳċĹĵ+ ĺņĸđĈĹĵ+ :ûĈĂĊк ęěĎĸ 7ûċāк+

JĐņĭļā K+ ķĳċĵ+ đņņĪā ĺņĊ Łĵ/.     

DECEDENT – In criminal law, it means a murder victim; 
in probate law, it means a dead person. 

Āņĸ - ĮņİċĂĵ/ IŀĻûį ńĬK &ÿņċĝ ńļħā ńùûļĈĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ńĬ 
Āņĸ ęĎė ńļħā ûŅûĚŀĵ/ ńĬ.  

DECISION – A court’s judgment or decree that settles a 
dispute. (See also DECREE, JUDGMENT.) 

 9/đį–Ļ ķĕċŅ MĐĵ+ HŀĔđĹĵ+ K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ķĳĊ ûĦ/Ē. )đĤĻ+: 
ķĳĊ &HŀĔđĸ.(  

DECLARATION – A statement that a person writes and 
files with the court. It tells the judge why the person should 
win the case. Sometimes, a person signs this under penalty 
of perjury. 

Iûņý -ĵ+ Łĵ/ ĽĸďİŅK ĽħįŀŅK ęĎė ĽþĂĳŅ Iûņý   GŀİŅ &ÿĹĳċĹ
LŀĦďĵ+ ĉýđŅ I+ üĈŅ /8ûĹĵ ńĝûİĶĵ ûĿņĬ. ûĿņĶĦ ĥįŀŅ ûĻûņĊ+  

đŅKĒĂĵ+ ÿýŀİĦ ÿĶùûĠ Āċā ęĎĘĵ+.  

DECLARATION OF PATERNITY – Form signed by 
unmarried parents, generally at the hospital, where the 
parents declare who is the father of the child. 

1ŀļý Iûņý – 17ûĦ &IûćKĒĂĹĵ+ đņĩ I/ďĵ/ŀĵ+ ĽņĶĦ ĥįŀŅ 48ŀĹĻ 
ďņĵŀĶĵ Ĵćđĵ+ 1ŀļý ĺĦ I/ďĵ/ŀĵ+ ĽņĬ đİŅ &ŁĭĘĂĕĹĵ/ ńĬ.  

DECLARATORY JUDGMENT – A judgment of the 
court that explains what the existing law is or expresses the 
opinion of the court without the need for enforcement. 

ńĻûņý ķĳĊ/ Mđņĕĭā– đþħŅ K+ ûŅ9ûĔ ûĻŀĻûį 5đĘŅ ÿĹĳċĸ ķĳĊ 
ķĳċĵ+ ĮņþġĂĵ ÿćûċĵ+ IK7 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ M+9 ĺĦ.  

DECREE – A court decision. It can be (1) “interlocutory,” 
which means it is not a final decision, or (2) “final,” which 
means all issues of the case are settled. 

 HŀĔđĸ– IŀĳŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅ &ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį )1(  "MďņĿĹā" đņĩ M+ 
 K+ &ńùûĿĻ"ńùûĿĻ"ĀĹĕĊ ďį LŀĦďĵ+ 9ŀĸ/ ĥņĹć I+ ŁļħĹý &.  
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DE FACTO PARENT – A person found by the court to 
have assumed, on a day-to-day basis, the role of parent, 
sequential both the child’s physical and psychological needs 
for care and affection, and who has assumed that role for a 
substantial period. 

 ÿİņİċĵ+ ĺĸ H+ K+ 0+– ŁĶĦ Đč+ ďį ĽĻ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ďĈā ęĎė 
 ńĬ ÿņħņþĠ 19ŀěý &0к+ K+ Hк+ 2ûņĵKöĕĸ &ûņĸŀŅ  ĽİāûĦ

&ÿņĭĠûħĵ+K ÿņĕĭļĵ+K ÿņĻďþĵ+ ďĵŀĵ+ 2ûćûĊ ÿĸďč ĴĦ ŁĞĸ ďįK 
Āįŀĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĶŅŀĠ 1ďĸ ĴĹħĵ+ /ĐĿý Ľĸûņį.     

DE FACTO – To exercise power in a juvenile dependency 
case. Latin meaning “from the fact.” 

 ÿİņİċĵ+ ĺĸ–ÿņļņāпĵ+ ĺĸ . ÿĵûĦ+ ÿņĞį ńĬ /8ŀĭĻ ;9ûĹŅ  
3ďĊ.  

DEFAMATION – When one person hurts another person’s 
character, fame, or reputation by making false and 
malicious statements that are not protected by law. 

đņĿĘā - ĴŅKûįõý ĽāđĿė K+ ęĎė ÿħĹĔK 2ûņįпč+ Łĵ/ 1)ûĔк+ 
IŀĻûİĵ+ ûĿņĹċŅ оK 1đĲûĸK ÿċņċĚ đņĩ ĽļĦ.  

DEFAULT – When a defendant in a civil case doesn’t file 
an answer or go to court when they’re supposed to, but was 
properly notified.  

 üņĪā K+ īĶĎā)ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĦ( – ęĎė üņĈŅ о ûĸďļĦ 
 ĺĸ ķĩđĵõý &>KđĭĹĵ+ Āįŀĵ+ ńĬ ûĿĸûĸ+ ĴąĹŅ о K+ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+

GŀĚKк+ üĕĊ ĽĪņĶþā ķā ďį ĽĻ+.  

DEFAULT JUDGMENT – A court decision in favor of 
the plaintiff when the defendant doesn’t answer or go to 
court when they’re supposed to. 

 ńýûņĩ ķĳĊ– ńĦďĹĵ+ ĉĵûĚ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĦ 9ďěŅ ķĳĊ 
ÿĕĶĈĵ+ 9ŀĞĊ ĺĦ ĽþņĪā K+ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+ 79 HďĦ üþĕý.   

DEFENDANT – In a civil case, the person or company 
being sued. In a criminal or traffic case, the person accused 
of the crime. 

 ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+– ÿĦŀĬđĸ ÿĲđė K+ ęĎė &ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ 
ûľďĝ K+ JďĞłŀĦďĵ+. &đņĕĵ+ ûŅûĞį K+ ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ 

ÿŅûļĈý ķĿĂĸ ęĎė ŀľ.  

DEFENSE – In a civil case, the facts or arguments 
presented by the defendant to show why the plaintiff 
doesn’t have a right to the relief asked for. In a criminal 
case, the reasons why a defendant should not be convicted 
of the charge(s). 

 AûĬ7– ûĿĸďİŅ ńĂĵ+ ĆĈċĵ+K Įùûİċĵ+ ńľ &ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ 
ņĵ ńĦďĹĵ+ I+ đĿĤņĵ ķĿĂĹĵ+ĽĹĶĤā ńĬ Įċĵ+ JďļĦ ē. ÿņĞį ńĬ 

ķĿĂĹĵ+ ÿĻ/7/ Hďħĵ ÿņĦ/ďĵ+ 0ûþĔк+ &ÿņùûļć.  

DEFENSE ATTORNEY – In a criminal case, the lawyer 
that represents the accused person (called the “defendant”). 

 AûĬďĵ+ ńĸûċĸ- ĴąĹŅ MĐĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵ+ ŀľ &ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ 
 ŁĦďĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ĽņĶĦ) ŁĦďŅK" ķĿĂĹĵ/.(  

DEFRAUD – To make a misrepresentation of an existing 
material fact, knowing it to be false or making it recklessly 
without regard to whether it is true or false.  To practice 
fraud; to cheat or trick.  To deprive a person of property or 
any interest, estate, or right by fraud, deceit or artifice.   

  GûņĂĊ/K+ GûĂċŅ – &ÿŅđľŀćK ÿŅ7ûĸ ÿİņİĊ >đĦ K+ ķŅďİā  
 ĀĻûĲ /8+ ûĹņĬ 1оûþĸ đņĩ ĺĸ K+ &ÿċņċĚ đņĩ ûĿĻ+ ûĹĵûĦ

о H+ ÿņİņİĊ.AďĎŅ K+ ĖĪŅ 'GûņĂĊк+ GK/ĒŅ . ĺĸ ûěĎė HđċŅ 
Ħ K+ &ĉĵûěĸ ÿŅ+ K+ Fпĸ+ &GûņĂĊк+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ &EŀİĊ K+ &9ûİ

A/ďĎĵ+ K+ &ĖĪĵ+.  

DEGREE – Scope of an action or charge.  ÿć97-ÿĹĿĂĵ+ K+ ÿņĞİĵ+ ķĈĊ  .  

DELIBERATE – To consider all the evidence and 
arguments related to a case that were presented in court. 

 9KûĘĂŅ–7к+ ĥņĹć ńĬ đĤļŅ ûĸďļĦ  ÿİĶħĂĹĵ+ 2ûĘįûļĹĵ+K ÿĵ
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ Āĸďį ďį ÿņĞİý.  

DELIBERATION – When a jury, for either a civil or 
criminal case, goes into the jury room to discuss the 
evidence and testimony and reach a verdict. 

 9KûĘā– ķĿý ÿĚûĎĵ+ ÿĬđĪĵ/ Łĵ/ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ üľĐā ûĸďļĦ 
Ĺĵ ÿņùûļć K+ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ 7ŀĿĘĵ+ G/ŀį+K ÿĵ7к/ ÿĘįûļ

9/đį Łĵ/ GŀĚŀĶĵ.  
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DELINQUENCY COURT – The division of the Juvenile 
Court hearing cases where juveniles have been charged with 
committing a crime. 

 ĉļĈĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ– ûŅûĞį ńĬ đĤļŅ 3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ķĕį 
ā9/ ÿņùûļć3/ďĊк+ ûĿþĳ.  

DELINQUENCY, JUVENILE – Antisocial behavior by a 
minor; especially behavior that would be criminally 
punishable if the minor were an adult, but instead is usually 
punished by special laws pertaining only to minors. 

 3ďĊ &ÿċļć-ĈĹĵ+ ďĝ Dđěā   &đĚûį ĺĦ 9ďěŅ ĥĹĂ
 IûĲ ŀĵ ÿŅûļĈĲ IŀĻûİĵ+ ĽþįûħŅ ďį MĐĵ+ DđěĂĵ+ ûĚŀěčK

 ÿĚûč ĺņĻ/ŀį Ľþįûħā ıĵ8 ĺĸ оďý ĺĳĵK &ûĪĵûý đĚûİĵ+
3/ďĊкõý.  

DEMURRER – When a defendant says the facts presented 
by a plaintiff may be true, but they aren’t enough to prove 
the defendant’s legal responsibility. 

>/đĂĦ+ – ûĿĸďį MĐĵ+ ĥùûįŀĵ/ I+ ŁĶĦ ķĿĂĹĵ+ >đĂħŅ ûĸďļĦ 
 ÿņĵKöĕĸ 2ûþĄк ÿņĬûĲ đņĩ &ûĿĂċĚ >/đĂĬ+ ŁĶĦ &ńĦďĹĵ+

ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ķĿĂĹĵ+.  

DENNIS H. – A hearing to determine if there is sufficient 
evidence to sustain a juvenile court petition. 

7 Ėā/ ēņĻ- ÿņĬûĲ ÿĵ7+ ďćŀŅ IûĲ /8+ ûĹņĬ 9/đį 8ûĎāк ÿĕĶć 
3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ;ûĹĂĵ/ ńİþĂĵ.  

DE NOVO – Starting a case all over again as if it had not 
been heard before. In Latin, novo means “new.” (See 
TRIAL DE NOVO.) 

 ďŅďć ĺĸ- /7ďĈĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ .ďþĵ+  )ďŅďć ĺĸ(IõĲK  ÿņĞİĵ+ 
Ĵþį ĺĸ ûĿĵ ĥĹĕŅ ķĵ. )đĤĻ+: ďŅďć ĺĸ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+.(  

DEPENDENCY COURT – The division of the Juvenile 
Court hearing cases of child abuse and neglect. 

 ÿĵûĦк+ ÿĹĳċĸ– ûŅûĞį AûĹĕĵ 3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ķĕį 
ķĿĵûĹľ+K 7оKк+ Łĵ/ 1)ûĔкõý ĮĶħĂā.  

DEPENDENT CHILD – In family law, this usually means 
a child that is financially supported by another person. In 
juvenile law, this means a minor that is in the custody of the 
court because he or she was abused, neglected, or molested 
or is physically dangerous to the public because of a mental 
or physical disorder. 

 Gûħĸ ďĵK- ûŅ7ûĸ GûħĹĵ/ ďĵŀĵ+ ńļħŅ /Đľ &ÿĶùûħĵ+ IŀĻûį ńĬ  
đč* ęĎė ĺĸ. 7ŀćŀĹĵ+ đĚûİĵ+ ńļħŅ /Đľ &3/ďĊк+ IŀĻûį ńĬ 

 &ĴĹľ+ K+ &ûĿņĵ/ K+ Ľņĵ/ øņĔ/ ďį ĽĻ+ üþĕý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿŅûĦ9 ńĬ
 ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ /đġč ĴĳĘŅ ĽĻ+ K+ &ńĕļć <đċā Łĵ/ >đħā K+

ńĶİĦ K+ Mďĕć GпĂč+ üþĕý.  

DEPORTATION – The act of removing a person to 
another country. Order issued by an immigration judge, 
expelling an illegal resident from the United States. A 
deportation has certain consequences regarding the number 
of years within which a deportee may not legally immigrate. 
There are also criminal consequences for reentry within a 
prescribed time period. 

 7ûħý/-đč* ďĶý Łĵ/ ęĎė ĴİĻ ŁĶĦ ĴĹħĵ+  . ĺĦ 97ûĚ 9/đį 
 2ûŅоŀĵ+ ńĬ ķņİĸ ęĎė 7đĠ ńĬ ńĞİŅ 1đĈĿĵ+ ńĝûį

ÿņĦđė đņĩ 19ŀěý 1ďċĂĹĵ+. ÿİĶħĂĹĵ+ üį/ŀħĵ+ Ĝħý Ľĵ 7ûħýо+ 
ÿņĻŀĻûį 1đĈľ IKďý ďħþĹĵ+ ûĿąĳĸ ńĂĵ+ ĺņļĕĵ+ 7ďħý. ďćŀŅK 
Ĭ ńĬ 7пþĵ/ Łĵ/ Ľĵŀč7 17ûĦк ÿņùûļć üį/ŀĦ ûĞŅ+ ÿņļĸ: 1đĂ

17ďċĸ.  

DEPOSITION – Written or oral testimony given under 
oath in front of an authorized third person like a court 
reporter. Depositions take place outside of the court. They 
allow the parties to get a record of a person’s testimony, or 
to get testimony from a witness that lives far away. They 
can help the lawyers prepare their court papers called 
“pleadings.” (See also DISCOVERY.) 

 17ûĬ/– ăĵûĄ ęĎė Hûĸ+ ķĕİý 1:Ēħĸ ÿņĿĭė K+ ÿņġč 17ûĿė 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ IKďĹĲ &>ŀĭĸ.ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 49ûč 17ûĬк+ MđĈā . ďĦûĕā 

 17ûĬк+ &ęĎĘĵ+ 17ûĿė ĺĸ ÿĎĕĻ ŁĶĦ Gŀěċĵ/ ŁĶĦ D/đĠк+
/ďņħý ĖņħŅ MĐĵ+ ďľûĘĵ+ 17ûĿė ŁĶĦK. ûĞŅ/ ďĦûĕā ńľK 

ķĿā/9/đį/ đņĞċā ŁĶĦ ĺņĸûċĹĵ/. )đĤĻ+: AпġĂĔ+.(  

DEPRIVATION OF CUSTODY – The court transfer of 
legal custody of a person from parents or legal guardian to 
another person, agency, or institution. It may be temporary 
or permanent. 

 ÿĻûĞċĵ+ ĺĸ IûĸđĊ– ĺĸ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸõý &ÿĻûĞċĵ+ ĴŅŀċā 
 ÿúņľ K+ &đč* ęĎė Łĵ/ ńĦđĘĵ+ ńĚŀĵ+ ĺĸ K+ ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+

ÿĕĔöĸ K+ ÿņĹĔ9. ûĂįöĸ ÿĻûĞċĵ+ ĺĸ Iûĸđċĵ+ IŀĳŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅ 
ûĹù/7 K+.  
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DEPUTY – One appointed to substitute for another with 
power to act for him in his name or on his behalf. For 
example, a Deputy County Clerk is appointed on behalf of 
the County Clerk. 

 ĴņĲK K+ üùûĻ- Ľĵ Iŀĳā đč* ęĎė ĺĦ ĴŅďþĲ ĺņħŅ ęĎė  
ĽļĦ ÿýûņĻK ĽĹĔûý DđěĂĵ+ ÿņĊпĚ.пąĸ :ĴņĲK  HûĦ üāûĲ 

ÿħĠûİĹĵ+ HûĦ üāûĲ ĺĦ ÿýûņĻ ĺņħĸ ÿħĠûİĹĵ+.  

DEPUTY D.A. – An assistant lawyer to the district 
attorney.  

Hûħĵ+ ńĦďĹĵ+ üùûĻ –Hûħĵ+ üùûļĵ+ ďĦûĕĸ Hûċĸ .  

DESCENT AND DISTRIBUTION STATUTES – State 
laws that provide for the distribution of estate property of a 
person who dies without a will. Same as INTESTACY 
LAWS. 

 ĽħŅ:ŀāK 3/đņĹĵ+ 2ûħŅđĘā- ĥŅ:ŀĂý ķĂĿā ńĂĵ+ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀį  
ÿņĚK FđŅ I+ IK7 ŁĬŀĂŅ ĺĸ Fпĸ+. ēĭĻ ńľ   ĺņĻ/ŀį

ńĚŀĸпĵ+.  

DESTRUCTIVE DEVICE / EXPLOSIVE – any 
substance, the purpose of which is detonation or rapid 
combustion, and which is capable of rapid release of gas 
and heat.  

ÿĸ7ûľ ÿĵ*/ 1đĈĭĸ – M9ûİĦ ıĶĸ đņĈĭā ûĿļĸ DďĿĵ+ &17ûĸ ÿŅ+ 
19/đċĵ+K 2/:ûĪĵ+ đĘĕĻ ÿĦđĔ ÿņĶýûį ûĿĵK &ĽįđĊ K+ &ęĘĵ.  

DETENTION – When a person is temporarily locked up 
until the court makes a final decision. 

ĒĈĊ - 9/đį Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ĵěā ŁĂĊ ęĎĘĶĵ Āįöĸ ēþĊ  
ńùûĿĻ.  

DETENTION HEARING – The initial hearing in 
Dependency Court soon after the child has been removed 
from the parent. 

 ĒĈĊ đŅđİĂĵ ÿĕĶć–Ăĵ+ ÿĵûĦк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ÿņùďþĹĵ+ ÿĕĶĈĵ+  ń
ďĵ/ŀĵ+ ĺĸ ďĵŀĵ+ ĴİĻ ďħý ķĂā/1.  

DETERMINATE (SENTENCE) – Confinement for a 
fixed period as specified by statute. 

 7ďċĸ ķĳĊ-IŀĻûİĶĵ ûİĬK 1ďċċĸ 1ďĹĵ ēþċĵ+  .  

DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED – Those persons, 
not psychotic, who are so developmentally disabled from 
infancy or before reaching maturity that they are incapable 
of managing themselves and their affairs independently, 
with ordinary prudence, or of being taught to do so, and 
who require supervision, control, and care for their own 
welfare, or for the welfare of others, or for the welfare of 
the community. (Formerly termed “mentally retarded.”) 

 ŀĹļĵ+ ńĬ Eûħĸ– ŀĹļŅ ķĵ ķĿļĳĵK &ĺņĔŀĿĸ đņĩ &=ûĎė+ 
 ĺĔ Ĵþį ûĸ 1đĂĬ ńĬ K+ ÿĵŀĭġĵ+ Đļĸ ûĸ/ &ÿņħņþĠ 19ŀěý

 ķĿĕĭĻõý )ûļĂĦк+ ŁĶĦ 19ďİĵ/ ńĬ ÿįûĦ/ ķĿĵ üþĔ ûĹĸ &ďėđĵ+
 ķĶħā ŁĶĦ 19ďİĵ/ ńĬ ÿįûĦ+K &ÿĭņěĊ 19ŀěý ķĿĵûĹĦûý Hûņİĵ+K

ā /ŀĻŀĳŅ I+ ńĦďĂĕŅ ûĹĸ &GûĹĦк+ JĐĿý Hûņİĵ+ &D/đėк+ Āċ
 K+ &ÿĚûĎĵ+ ķĿĂŅûĹċĵ ıĵ8K &đņĪĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿŅûĦđĵ+K &đņýďĂĵ+K

ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ ÿŅûĹċĵ K+ &ĺŅđčи+ ÿŅûĹċĵ. ) ûİýûĔ ŁĦďŅ IûĲ
"ńĶİĦ īĶĎĂĸ"  

DEVISE – A gift of real property by a will.  ÿņĚK ńĬ ÿþľ–ÿņĚK ńĬ M9ûİĦ ıĶĸ üľK .  

DEVISEE – A person who receives real property by will.  Ľĵ 0ŀľŀĹĵ+–ÿņĚK ńĬ ûĲпĸ+ ķĶĂĕŅ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ .  

DIRECT EVIDENCE – Proof of facts by witnesses who 
saw acts done or heard words spoken. 

 đėûþĸ Ĵņĵ7- 2ûĹĶĲ ĥĹĔ K+ оûħĬ/  L+9 ďľûė ûĿĂþąŅ ĮùûİĊ  
ĀĶņį.  

DIRECT EXAMINATION – When a witness testifies and 
answers questions asked by the party that asked them to 
testify. (Compare CROSS-EXAMINATION.) 

 đėûþĸ 0/ŀĈĂĔ/- MĐĵ+ Dđġĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ďľûĘĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔ/  
Ľý ďĿĘĔ+. )0 I9ûį:ďľûĘĵ+ ÿĘįûļĸ.(  

DIRECTED VERDICT – An instruction by the judge to 
the jury to return a specific verdict. Now called Judgment as 
a Matter of Law. 

 Ľćŀĸ ķĳĊ- ĽņćŀĂĵ ûİĬK ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ J9ďěā ĺņħĸ ķĳĊ  
ńĝûİĵ+. )Hŀņĵ+ ŁĦďŅ:IŀĻûİĵ+ J9đİŅ ķĳĊ .(  
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DISBARMENT – Form of discipline of a lawyer resulting 
in the loss (often permanently) of that lawyer’s right to 
practice law. It differs from censure (an official reprimand 
or condemnation) and from suspension (a temporary loss of 
the right to practice law). 

 ńĸûċĹĵ+ ÿěč9 )ûĪĵ+– ńĬ ĽİĊ AĒĻ ńĬ ńĸûċĸ ÿþįûħĸ 
 IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĔ9ûĹĸ)ķù/7 ĴĳĘý 17ûĦK(õā ĺĦ īĶĂĎā ńľK & ĽþņĻ

ÿĂįöĸ 1ďĹĵ IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĔ9ûĹĸ ĺĦ Ľĭņįŀā ĺĦK &ĽĂĻ/7+ K+ ûņĹĔ9.  

DISCLAIM – To refuse a gift made in a will. ĺĦ ŁĶĎĂŅ/ ĺĦ G:ûļĂŅ –ÿņĚK ńĬ ÿþľ ĜĬđŅ .  

DISCLAIMER – The repudiation or renunciation of a 
claim or power vested in a person or which he had formerly 
alleged to be his. The disavowal, denial, or renunciation of 
an interest, right, or property imputed to a person or alleged 
to be his. 

Ĵěļā/G:ûļā / I/đĳĻ /  ĴĎā  Įċĵ+ Ľĵ ÿġĶĔ K+ ÿþĵûġĸ ĺĦ
ĽİĊ ĺĸ ûĿĻ/ ûİýûĔ ķĦ: K+ &ûĿņĬ. ĺĦ ńĶĎā K+ I/đĳĻ K+ Ĵěļā 

Ċ K+ ÿċĶěĸĽĵ ûĿĻ+ ûĸŀĦĒĸ K+ ęĎĘĵ ÿýŀĕļĸ 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ K+ Į.  

DISCOVERY – The gathering of information (facts, 
documents, or testimony) before a case goes to trial. 
Discovery is done in many ways, such as through 
depositions, interrogations, or requests for admissions. It 
can also be done through independent investigation or by 
talking with the other side’s lawyer. 

 AпġĂĔ/– ÿņĞİĵ+ ĺĦ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ ĥĹć ) &ĮùûĄK &ĮùûİĊ
2/7ûĿė(ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ûĿýûľ8 Ĵþį . &EđĠ 1ďħý AпġĂĔк+ ķĂŅ 

Gŀþİĵ/ 2ûþĶĠ &2ûý/ŀĈĔк+ &2/7ûĬк+ Gпč ĺĹĲ.ûĞŅ+ ķĂā I+K  
đčи+ Dđġĵ+ ńĸûċĸ ĥĸ 3ďċĂĵ+ K+ &ÿĚûč 2ûŅđċā.   

DISCOVERY MOTION – A motion to have evidence 
disclosed to the moving party. 

 AпġĂĔ+ üĶĠ - ķĵ ÿĵ7+ ŁĶĦ AпĠк+ ĺņĬđġĵ+ ďĊ+ üĶĠ 
Ľņĵ/ ûĿý ŁĞĭŅ.  

DISCRIMINATION – An act which confers particular 
privileges on a class arbitrarily selected. 

 ĒņņĹā– IK7 üħĘĵ/ ĺĸ 2ûİþġĵ+ Ĝħþĵ 2/:ûņĂĸ+ ĉļĸ 
ńĭĕħā ĴĳĘý &Lđčк+.  

DISMISS – To terminate legal action involving outstanding 
charges against a defendant in a criminal case. 

 LŀĦ7 7đŅ -Ăĸ ďĝ ÿİĶħĹĵ/ ķĿĂĵ/ ĥņĹć )ûĿĻ/ K+ DûİŅ/   ķĿ
ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ.  

DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE – When a court 
dismisses a case and will not allow any other suit to be filed 
on the same claim in the future. 

 Ēņċā ĥĸ LŀĦ7 79- ĉĹĕā оK ÿņĞį ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 7đā ûĸďļĦ  
Ğİĵ+ ēĭļý ĮĶħĂā &ĴþİĂĕĹĵ+ ńĬ &Lđč+ LŀĦ7 ÿŅ+ ĥĬđýÿņ.  

DISMISSAL WITHOUT PREJUDICE – When a court 
dismisses a case, but will allow other suits to be filed on the 
same claim. 

Ēņċā IKďý LŀĦ7 79 - ĽĿļĳĵK ÿņĞį ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 7đā ûĸďļĦ  
ÿņĞİĵ+ ēĭļý ĮĶħĂā &ĴþİĂĕĹĵ+ ńĬ &Lđč+ LKûĦ7 ĥĬđý ĉĹĕā.  

DISORDERLY CONDUCT – Any behavior, contrary to 
law, which disturbs the public peace or decorum, 
scandalizes the community, or shocks the public sense of 
morality. 

IŀĻûİĵõý ĴĎĸ FŀĶĔ- Hûħĵ+ Hпĕĵ+ ĆĦĒŅ IŀĻûİĵ+ ďĝ Dđěā M+ 
 HďěŅ K+ &ńįпč+ đņĩ ĴĹħý ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ AKđŅ K+ &Ľý/7* K+

čк+ HŀĿĭĹĵ+Hûħĵ+ ńįп.  

DISPARITY – Marked difference in quantity or quality 
between two things. 

 2Kûĭā–ĺņúņė ĺņý ÿņĦŀļĵ+K ÿņĹĳĵõý @ŀċĶĸ DпĂč+ .  

DISPOSITION – The final decision by the court in a 
dispute. 

 ķĕĊ–A/ĒĻ ńĬ ńùûĿļĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9/đį .  

DISPOSITIONAL HEARING – The hearing held after a 
petition is sustained (allegation found true), to determine 
whether the child will become a dependent of the court, 
where the child will reside, and what reunification services, 
if any, will be provided to the parent. 

 ķĕċĵ+ ÿĕĶć– ;ûĹĂĵк+ Gŀþį ďħý ĉĂĂĭā ńĂĵ+ ÿĕĶĈĵ+ ) ńļħŅ
2/)ûĦ7к+ ÿċĚ Gŀþį ďħý( ÿŅûĦ9 ńĬ ďĵŀĵ+ IŀĳņĔ Ĵľ 9đİĂĵ 

 üĈŅ ńĂĵ/ ĴĹĘĵ+ ķĵ 2ûĸďč ńľ ûĸK &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ H+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+
ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ Łĵ/ ûľďŅKĒā.     
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DISSENT – To disagree. An appellate court opinion setting 
forth the minority view and outlining the disagreement of 
one or more judges with the decision of the majority. 

īĵûĎŅ/ >9ûħŅ –ĥĸ ĮĭĂŅ о . 1ûĞİĵ+ ĺĸ ÿņĶįк+ ÿİĬ/ŀĸ HďĦ 
DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ķĿļĸ ÿŅđąĲк+ L+9 K+ 9/đį ŁĶĦ.  

DISSOLUTION – A marriage that is ended by a judge’s 
decision, also known as a “divorce.” (Compare NULLITY.) 

 ĴĊ– 0 ûĞŅ+ DKđħĸK &ńĝûİĵ+ ĺĸ 9/đİý ńĿĻ+ 4/K:   
"EпĠ." )0 I9ûį:Gûġý/(  

DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE – The act of 
terminating a marriage; divorce; but the term does not 
include annulment. 

 4/K: ĴĊ - ŁĶĦ ĴĹħĵ+   ĺĹĞĂŅ о ĽļĳĵK 'EпĠ '4/K: )ûĿĻ+
Gûġýк+.  

DISTINCTIVELY MARKED – A vehicle, operated by a 
peace officer, is “distinctively marked” when in addition to 
a lighted red lamp and activated siren, the vehicle is of such 
appearance that a reasonable person would be able to 
recognize it as a peace officer’s vehicle, and a person 
fleeing is on reasonable notice that pursuit is by a peace 
officer. 

ĒņĹĸ/ 1ĒņĹĸ–пąĸ : ńĠđė Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿĶĹħĂĕĹĵ+ 19ûņĕĵ+ I+ 
 ĺĸк+"1ĒņĹĸ" ăņċý 9/ĐĻ+ đņĭļý 17KĒĸK )/đĹĊ )/ŀĝ/ ûĿĵ IõĲ &

Ďė M+ I+ ńĠđė 19ûņĔ ûĿĻ+ ŁĶĦ DđħĂĵ+ ĽļĳĹŅ M7ûĦ ę
9ûĬ ęĎė đĄ+ ńĬ Iŀĳā ûĸďļĦ ûĿĂĤĊпĸK &ĺĸ+.  

DISTRICT ATTORNEY – A lawyer appointed or elected 
to represent the state in criminal cases in his or her 
respective judicial districts. (See PROSECUTOR.) 

Hûħĵ+ üùûļĵ+ -ûċĸ   ńĬ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĴąĹņĵ üĎĂļĸ K+ ĺņħĸ ńĸ
ûĿĵ ĥýûĂĵ+ ÿņùûĞİĵ+ ÿİġļĹĵ+ ńĬ ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+. )đĤĻ+: 

Hûħĵ+ ńĦďĹĵ+(  

DISTURBING THE PEACE – Conduct which tends to 
annoy all citizens, including unnecessary and distracting 
noisemaking. 

 ĺĸкõý Gпč+–ûĦ:/ ĽļĦ ĆĂļŅ FŀĶĔ  ĥņĹĈĵ ÿİŅûĞĸ K+ 4
 üþĕĸK 9đþĸ IKďý ĆņĈĝ 3/ďĊ/ ıĵ8 ńĬ ûĹý &ĺņļĠ/ŀĹĵ+

)ûĿĵлĵ.  

DIVERSION – Instead of going to jail, a defendant goes to 
a rehabilitation (“rehab”) program and is supervised by a 
probation officer. When the defendant finishes the program, 
the charges are dismissed and the defendant is not 
sentenced. (Compare ELECTRONIC MONITORING, 
HOME MONITORING.) 

 ĴŅŀċā– Āċā ûĿņĬ IŀĳŅ & ÿņĶņľõā 19K7 Łĵ/ ķĿĂĹĵ+ GûĔ9/ 
ĽļĈĔ ĺĸ оďý &ęĂĎĸ ğýûĝ ÿþį/đĸ. 5/Ēā 19Kďĵ+ ÿŅûĿĻ ńĬK 

ÿýŀİĦ ńĞİŅ оK &ķĿĂĵ+ ĽļĦ. )0 I9ûį: ûĿć ÿþį/đĹĵ+ :
ńĻKđĂĳĵк+K &ÿŅđþć ÿĸûį+(  

DIVORCE – A common name for a marriage that is legally 
ended. See DISSOLUTION. 

 EпĠ –IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿġĔ/ŀý ńĿļĹĵ+ 4/KĒĶĵ ÿħùûė ÿĹĶĲ . )đĤĻ+: 
ĴĊ.(  

DOCKET – A record with the complete history of each 
case a court hears. It contains short chronological 
summaries of the court proceedings. 

 ÿĤĬûĊ- đĤļā ÿņĞį Ĵĳĵ ÿĶĸûĳĵ+ ĥùûįŀĵ+ MŀĂċŅ ĴĈĔ  
ûĿņĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+. ńĂĵ+ 2/)/đćк+ ČŅ9/ŀĂĵ ûěĎĶĸ MŀĂċŅK 

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ûĿāĐĎā+.   

DOCKET NUMBER – Identification number that the 
court clerk’s office gives a case. This number is on all 
papers filed in the case. Also called CASE NUMBER. 

 ÿĤĬûċĵ+ ķį9– ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ üĂĳĸ ĽņġħŅ ńĭŅđħā ķį9 
ńĞİĵ. ÿģŀĭċĹĵ+ E/9Kк+ ĥņĹć ńĶĦ /9ŀĲĐĸ ķįđĵ+ /Đľ IŀĳŅK 

ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ. ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅK  "ÿņĞİĵ+ ķį9.  

DOE – Used in law courts, legal papers, etc., to refer to any 
person whose name is unknown. 

   ķĔ/Čĵ/ &ÿņĦđė E/9K+ ŁĶĦK &ÿņùûĞį ķĲûċĸ ńĬ ĴĹħĂĕŅ. 
HŀĶħĸ đņĩ ĽĹĔ/ ęĎė Łĵ/ đņĘŅK.  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE – An assault committed by one 
member of a household against another. 

 ńĵĒļĹĵ+ īļħĵ+–ĂĦ+ K+ ķĈĿā  7đĬ ŁĶĦ GĒļĹĵ+ 7/đĬ+ ďĊ+ )/ď
đč*.  
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DOMICILE – The place where a person has his or her 
permanent legal home. A person may have several 
residences, but only one domicile. 

 GĒļĸ–ÿņĦđėK ÿĹù/7 ÿĭěý ęĎė ĽņĬ ķņİŅ MĐĵ+ IûĳĹĵ+ . 
 ĺĳĵK &1đņąĲ ĺĲûĕĸ ęĎĘĵ IŀĳŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅďĊ/K GĒļĸ Ľĵ.  

DOUBLE JEOPARDY – The constitutional prohibition 
under the Fifth Amendment against a person being put on 
trial more than once for the same offense. 

4K7Ēĸ đġč - ĺĸ ÿĕĸûĎĵ+ 17ûĹĵ+ üćŀĹý &9ŀĂĔďĵ+ ķŅđċā  
ąĲ+ ęĎė ÿĹĲûċĸ &ÿěĎĘĵ+ Eŀİċĵ+ ĴŅďħā IŀĻûį 1đĸ ĺĸ đ

1ďĊ/K ÿŅûļć ńĬ.  

DRIVE-BY MURDER – Murder perpetrated by means of 
discharging a firearm from a motor vehicle intentionally at 
another person outside of the vehicle. When the perpetrator 
specifically intended to inflict death, the murder is of the 
first degree.  

 ÿĲđċĂĸ 19ûņĔ ĺĸ ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9/– &/ďĹĦ &üĳāđā ÿĹŅđć 
ûĿć9ûč ęĎė ŁĶĦ &19ûņĔ ĺĸ M9ûĻ 9ûņĦ EпĠõý. đþĂħā 

 ńľ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ üĳāđĸ ÿņĻ ĀĻûĲ /8+ ńĵKк+ ÿć9ďĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+
ĴĂİĵ+.  

DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED (DWI) – The 
unlawful operation of a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. In some jurisdictions it is 
synonymous with DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
(DUI), but in others, driving while intoxicated is a more 
serious offense than driving under the influence. 

 ńĵŀċĲ ķĹĕā ÿĵûĊ ńĬ 19ûņĔ 17ûņį- đņĄõā Āċā 19ûņĔ 17ûņį  
IŀĻûİĵ+ ĽħļĹŅ ĴĹĦ Gŀċĳĵ+ K+ 2/9ďĎĹĵ+. ÿņùûĞį ĮĠûļĸ ńĬ 

 đþĂħā Lđč/ đņĄõĂĵ+ Āċā 17ûņİĵ+ ĮĠûļĸ ńĬ ĺĳĵK &ûĿĵ ÿĬ7/đĸ
 17ûņİĵ+ ĺĸ đġč+ ńĵŀċĲ ķĕĕā ÿĵûĊ ńĬ 17ûņİĵ+ đþĂħā Lđč+

đņĄõĂĵ+ Āċā.   

DRUNK DRIVING – The operation of a vehicle in an 
impaired state after consuming alcohol that when tested is 
above the state’s legal alcohol limit. 

 I/đĳĔ ûĿİùûĔ 19ûņĔ 17ûņį- ÿĵûĊ ńĬ Įùûĕĵ+ IŀĳŅ ûĸďļĦ  
 ĽĵKûļā üĕý &19ûņĕĵ/ 17ûņį ńĶĦ JďĦûĕā о īħĞĵ+ ĺĸ

 Gŀċĳĵ+ ĺĸ ÿņĹĲ Ľĸ7 ńĬ I+ ęċĭĵ+ ÿĈņĂĻ ĺņþĂŅK &Gŀċĳĵ+
 EŀĭāÿŅоŀĵ+ ńĬ Ľý 5ŀĹĕĹĵ+ ďċĵ+.    

DUE PROCESS OF LAW – The regular way that the law 
is administered through the courts. The U.S. Constitution 
says that everyone has to have a day in court, has the right 
to be represented by a lawyer, and the right to benefit from 
court procedures that are speedy, fair, and impartial. 

 ÿİċĂĕĹĵ+ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 2/)/đćк+– Įņþġā ńĬ ÿŅ7ûħĵ+ ĮŅđġĵ+ 
ķĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ IŀĻûİĵ+. ĽĻ/ ŁĶĦ 1ďċĂĹĵ+ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ 9ŀĂĔ7 ęļŅ 

 IŀĳŅ I+K &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ûĸŀŅ Ľĵ IŀĳŅ I/ ûĿņĬ 7đĬ Ĵĳĵ ĮċŅ
 ĥĭĂļŅ I+K &ûĿņĬ ĽĶąĹŅ ńĸûċĸ Ľĵ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2/)/đć+ ĺĸ

 ÿħŅđĕĵ+,ÿŅ:ûņċĻк+ đņĩK ÿĵ7ûħĵ/.  

DURESS – Consists in any illegal imprisonment or threats 
of bodily harm in order to coerce the will of another and 
inducing him to do an act contrary to his free will. 

 J/đĲ+/ Hûĩ9/ –İĵ+ ŁĶĦ ęĎė 9ûþć+  K+ ĽĂþĩ9 ďĝ ĴĹħý Hûņ
 1)ûĔкõý JďŅďĿā K+ &AKđĘĸ ĮĊ IKďý ĽĕþĊ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ &Ľā7/9/

ÿŅďĕĈĵ+.  

EASEMENTS – A right of use over the property of 
another. 

 Eûĭā9к+ ĮĊ–đč* ęĎė ĽĳĶĹŅ øņė H/ďĎĂĔ/ ĮĊ .  

ELEAZER MOTION – A motion to require prosecution to 
disclose the whereabouts of an informant or show that 
reasonable effort has been made to locate him.  

 K+ &đþĎĹĵ+ 7ŀćK Iûĳĸ ĺĦ īĘĳŅ I+ )ûĦ7к+ ĺĸ üĶġŅ IŀĻûį
J7ûĈŅо Gŀİħĸ 7ŀĿĈĹý Hûį ďį ĽĻ+ MďþŅ I+.  

ELECTRONIC MONITORING – Use of an electronic 
device to keep an eye on where a sentenced person is in the 
community and to restrict his or her activities, instead of 
putting the person in jail.  (See also HOME 
MONITORING). 

 ÿņĻKđĂĳĵ+ ÿþį/đĸ- ďņņİāK ÿþį/đĹĵ ÿņĻKđĂĳĵ/ 1/7+ GûĹħĂĔ/  
ĝK ĺĸ оďý &ĥĹĂĈĹĵ/ ńĬ &ĽņĶĦ HŀĳċĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ/ 2ûĲđċā Ľħ

ĺĈĕĵ/ ńĬ. )ûĞŅ+ đĤĻ+: ÿŅđþć ÿĸûį+(   

ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGY – includes, but is not 
limited to computer modem, magnetic media, optical disk, 
facsimile machine, or telephone. 

 ÿņĻKđĂĳĵ/ ÿņļİā– &đāŀņþĹĳĵ+ H7ŀĸ &ďŅďċā IKďýK: &ûĿņĬ ûĹý 
ġĔк+ &ğļĪĹĹĵ+ HпĦк+īāûĿĵ+ K+ &ēĲûĭĵ+ :ûĿć &ÿņùđĹĵ+ ÿĻ/ŀ.  
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ELEMENTS OF A CRIME – Specific factors that define 
a crime which the prosecution must prove beyond a 
reasonable doubt in order to obtain a conviction. The 
elements that must be proven are 1) that a crime has 
actually occurred, 2) that the accused intended the crime to 
happen, and 3) a timely relationship between the first two 
factors. 

 ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ đĚûļĦ- )ûĦ7к+ ŁĶĦK &ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ ďĲöā 17ďċĸ Ĵĸ/ŀĦ  
 ķĳĊ ŁĶĦ ĴěċŅ ńĳĵ &ıĘĶĵ ĽņĬ Ĵċĸ о ĴĳĘý ûĿĂþąŅ I+

ÿĻ/7/. &ûĿāûþĄ+ üć/ŀĵ/ đĚûļħĵ+ ńľ: )1( ĀĶěĊ ďį ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ I+ 
пħĬ. )2(K &ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ 3KďĊ ďěį ďį ķĿĂĹĵ/ I+ )3( ĴĸûĦ 

ĺņĵKк+ ĺŅđěļħĵ+ ĺņý ğý/đĵ+ Āįŀĵ+.   

EMANCIPATION – A legal way for children to become 
adults before they are 18. Once a child is emancipated, his 
or her parents don’t have custody or control of him or her 
anymore. 

đŅđċā/ EûĂĦ/  - ĺĔ IK7 ĺŅĐĵ+ ďĵKк+ GŀĎŅ MĐĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+  
ĺŅďė/đĵ+ ĺĔ ńĪĵûý 7/ďĦ ńĬ /ŀċþěŅ I+ ńĬ đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+. 

 о &ďėđĵ+ ĺĔ ńĪĵûý 7/ďĦ ńĬ ĉþĚ+ ĽĻŀĳý ďĵŀĵ+ 9đċŅ ûĸďļĦK
ĽņĶĦ IûġĶĕĵ+ K+ &ĽĂĻûĞĊ ńĬ Įċĵ+ ĽĶľк 7ŀħŅ.  

EMBEZZLE – To willfully take or convert to one’s own 
use, another’s money or property, which the wrongdoer 
initially acquired lawfully, because of some office, 
employment, or some position of trust. 

 ēĶĂĎŅ- ĽĵûĹħĂĔк ĴŅŀċā K+ Đčõý 17/9к+ Ĵĸûĳý Hûņİĵ+  
G/ŀĸ+ &=ûĎĵ+ &JĒĲđĸ ķĳċý &Ľā:ŀċý ûĦđė ĀĻûĲ 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ K+ 

ûĿņĶĦ ĺĹĂù+ ĽĻ+ K+ &ĽĂĭņģK K+.  

EMBEZZLEMENT – Taking property by a person to 
whom the property has been entrusted. 

 ;пĂč/–ûĿņĶĦ ęĎĘĵ+ ĺĹĂù+ 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ Đč+ .  

EMINENT DOMAIN – The right of the state to take 
private property for public use after giving fair 
compensation to the owner. 

 Hûħĵ+ )пĂĔк+– GûĹħĂĔк =ûč ıĶĸ Đč+ ńĬ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĮĊ 
о7ûĦ ûĝŀħā ıĵûĹĵ+ ńġħā I+ ďħý =ûč.  

EN BANC – Court sessions where all the judges of a court 
participate, instead of the usual number. For example, the 
U.S. circuit courts of appeals usually use panels of three 
judges, but all the judges in the court may decide certain 
matters together. When that happens, they are sitting “en 
banc” (sometimes spelled “in banc”). It comes from the 
French language and means “on the bench.” 

 ÿúņĿĵ+ Ĵĸûĳý– ĥņĹć F9ûĘŅ ûĸďļĦ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ Gûİā 
7ûĂħĹĵ+ 7ďħĵ+ ĺĸ оďý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2ûĕĶć ńĬ 1ûĞİĵ+.пąĸ : 

 ńĬ ÿŅ9Kďĵ+ DûļúĂĔк+ ķĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ 1ûĞİĵ+ ÿúņľ īĵõĂā
 ĥņĹć đĞċŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅ ĺĳĵK &1ûĞį ÿĄпĄ ĺĸ 1ďċĂĹĵ+ 2ûŅоŀĵ+
Ĵąĸ ĴěċŅ ûĸďļĦK &ÿļņħĸ ûŅûĞį ńĬ đĤļĶĵ ûĿņĬ 1ûĞİĵ+ &/Đľ 

ûĿĂúņľ Ĵĸûĳý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ I+ GûİŅ.ńļħŅK ĴĚк+ ńĕĻđĬ đņþħĂĵ+ : 
"ÿěļĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ ĺņĕĵûć."   

ENDORSE – To sign your name on a document to 
authorize its contents or transfer (as in a check that is 
endorsed to transfer money). 

 đņĈŅ-ċĹý ûěĎė ĴĲŀņĵ ÿİņĄK ŁĶĦ ĥįŀŅ   K/ &ûĿāûŅŀĂ
 Ľņĵ/ ûĿĵŀċņĵ)пąĸ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ ĴŅŀċĂĵ ıĚ ŁĶĦ ĥņįŀĂĵõĲ(  

ENDORSED-FILED COPIES – Copies of court papers 
that are stamped in the top right corner to show when they 
are filed. (Compare with CERTIFIED COPY.) 

 ÿįďěĸ ČĕĻ-ŀĂĎĸ &ÿĹĳċĸ E/9K+ ĺĸ ČĕĻ   ÿŅK/Ēĵ/ ńĬ ÿĸ
īĶĹĵ+ ńĬ ûĿĵŀþį ČŅ9ûā ĺņþā &ÿċĭěĵ/ ŁĶĦ+ ĺĸ ŁļĹņĵ/. ) I9ûį

0: ÿįďěĸ 1ŀĚ.(  

ENDORSEMENT, FORGERY BY – Falsely writing or 
endorsing check to cheat another person. 

 īŅĒĸ ĮŅďěā K+ đņņĈĻ))ûņĵ+ đĕĲK ĺŅĒĵ+ ĉĂİý( – īņŅĒĻ 
ĖĪĵ/ DďĿý &/đņņĈā K+ ÿýûĂĲ &ıĚ.  

ENHANCE – To make greater in value, to increase.  :Ēħý– ďŅĒŅ )øĘĵ+(ÿĹņį .7/7ĒŅ .  

ENHANCEMENT – An allegation added to a basic charge 
which, if proven, increases the basic sentence. Example: 
“use of a gun in the commission of a crime” may be added 
to the felony charge. 

 ĒŅĒħā- ĀĂþĄ+K &ÿņĔûĔк+ ĽĹĿĂĵ+ Łĵ/ ďŅďć )ûĦ7+ īņĝ+ /8+  
ńĔûĔк+ ķĳċĵ+ ďŅĒŅ &ĽĂċĚ.пąĸ : " ńĬ ;ďĕĸ GûĹħĂĔ+

ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9+"ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ ÿĹĿā Łĵ/ DûĞŅ .  
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ENJOINING – An order by the court telling a person to 
stop something. 

 >đĭŅ/ 0 đĸõŅ –Ĺĳċĸ đĸ+  ĺĦ īįŀĂĵ+ ęĎė ĺĸ üĶġŅ ÿ
ûĸ ĴĹĦ.  

ENTER A GUILTY PLEA – The formal statement before 
the court that the accused admits committing the criminal 
act. 

 üĻĐĵõý 9/đį+– ĽĻõý &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ &ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĺĸ ńĹĔ9 D/đĂĦ+ 
ńùûļĈĵ+ ĴĹħĵ+ üĳā9/.  

ENTRAPMENT – A defense to criminal charges alleging 
that agents of the government induced a person to commit a 
crime he or she otherwise would not have committed. 

1ďņĳĸ/ Fđė – ķĦĒĵ+ K+ )ûĦ7к+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ÿņùûļć ķĿā 7đĵ AûĬ7 
 0ûĳā9+ ŁĶĦ ûěĎė /ŀąĊ ďį ĺņņĹĔ9 ÿĹĳċĸ ĺņĭģŀĸ I+ ŁĶĦ

ĵ ĺĳŅ ķĵ &ÿŅûļć ûĿþĳāđŅ I+ Ľ  

ENTRY OF DEFAULT – The clerk’s record that the 
defendant has defaulted by not answering, or not answering 
on time. The plaintiff must request this record entry. 

 īĶĎā K+ üņĪā ĴņĈĕā)ĺĦ( - ŁĶĦ ńýûņĪĵ+ ķĳċĵ/ IKďŅ  
+ ûįпĠ+ 7đĵ+ HďĦ üþĕý &ķĿĂĹĵ+ Āįŀĵ+ ńĬ 7đĵ+ HďĦ K

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ ĴĈĔ ńĬ &0ŀĶġĹĵ+. üĶġŅ I+ ńĦďĹĵ+ ŁĶĦK 
ĴĈĕĵ+ /Đľ.  

EQUAL PROTECTION – The guarantee in the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that all 
persons be treated equally by the law. 

 ÿŅKûĕĂĸ ÿŅûĹĊ–đĘĦ ÿħý/đĵ+ 17ûĹĵ+ ďĲöā  ĴŅďħā IŀĻûį ĺĸ 
 ĴĸûħŅ I+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ŁĶĦ üĈŅ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ 1ďċĂĹĵ+ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ 9ŀĂĔ7

1/KûĕĹĵõý ;ûļĵ+ ĥņĹć.  

EQUITABLE ACTION – An action which may be 
brought for the purpose of restraining the threatened inflict 
of wrongs or injuries, and the prevention of threatened 
illegal action. 

 DûěĻ+ üĶĠ– ĉþĲ K+ ďņņİā DďĿý ÿĹĳċĸ G/ ĥĬđŅ üĶĠ 
 đņĩ ĴĹħý Hûņİĵõý ďŅďĿā A7đĵK &L8+ K+ ÿýûĚ/ ďŅďĕĂý ďŅďĿā

AKđĘĸ.  

EQUITY – A system of law that supplements the statutory 
and case law and is based on principles of what is “fair and 
right.” 

ûěĻ+D/ GďĦ – IŀĻûįK ńħŅđĘĂĵ+ IŀĻûİĶĵ ĴĹĳĸ ńĻŀĻûį HûĤĻ 
 ŀľ ûĸ  .7ûþĸ ŁĶĦ ńļþĸK &MKûĦďĵ+"0/ŀĚK GďĦ."  

ERROR CORAM NOBIS – Petition filed in trial court 
seeking relief from conviction based on new facts. 

"ûļĸûĸ+ õġč" –ûļĸûĸ+ ÿĹùûİĵ+ 2/)/đćк+ ńĬ K+ .ĥĬđŅ ;ûĹĂĵ+  
 ŁĶĦ Āņļý ÿĻ/7/ ńĬ ûćđĬ K+ ûĬûěĻ+ ďĘļŅ MKûĦďĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/

1ďŅďć ĮùûİĊ.  

ERROR CORAM VOBIS – Petition filed in appellate 
court seeking relief from conviction based on new facts. 

"ķĳĸûĸ+ õġč" - –ķĳĸûĸ+ ÿĹùûİĵ+ 2/)/đćк+ ńĬ K+ . ;ûĹĂĵ+ 
DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ ĥĬđŅ ÿĻ/7/ ńĬ ûćđĬ K+ ûĬûěĻ+ ďĘļŅ 

1ďŅďć ĮùûİĊ ŁĶĦ Āņļý.  

ESCAPE BY FORCE OR VIOLENCE – Using force to 
escape from custody. 

 īļħĵ+ K+ 1ŀİĵõý 9/đĬ-1ŀİĵ+ ûĸďĎĂĕĸ ĺĈĕĵ+ ĺĸ 9/đĭĵ+  .  

ESCHEAT (ES-CHET) – The process by which a deceased 
person’s property goes to the state if there is no will or no 
heirs. 

 ÿŅоŀĵ+ Łĵ+ 3/đņĹĵ+ ÿĵŀĶŅ+– FđĂŅ ķĵ ęĎė ńĬŀā ÿĵûĊ ńĬ 
ÿĄ9K Ľĵ ēņĵK &ÿņĚK.  

ESCROW – Money or a written instrument such as a deed 
that, by agreement between two parties, is held by a neutral 
third party (held in escrow) until all conditions of the 
agreement are met. 

 ĐņĭļĂĵ+ ďĿĦ– Eûĭāк+ ķĂŅ ÿŅ9ûİĦ ÿņĳĶĸ Ĵİļĵ ıĚ K+ Gûĸ 
 ďĿĦ &M7ûņĊ ăĵûĄ DđĠ ďļĦ A7ŀŅK &ĺņĬđĠ ĺņý ĽņĶĦ

ÿņįûĭāк+ ?Kđė ĥņĹć Đņĭļā ķĂŅ ŁĂĊ &ĐņĭļĂĵ+.  
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ESTATE – Everything a person (alive or dead) owns and 
owes. There are different types of estates, like probate, 
nonprobate, trust and taxable estates. Probate estate: The 
property in someone’s will. Or, if they do not have a will, 
the property the probate court handles. Nonprobate estate: 
The property the probate court does not handle. For 
example, if there’s a trust or joint tenancy. Trust estate: 
Property in a trust. A trustee controls the trust. Taxable 
estate: The property subject to federal estate tax when a 
person dies. For example, life insurance. 

1KđĄ/ÿĲđā )Gûĸ &9ûİĦ &ıĶĸ(- ûĸ ĴĲK ęĎė ĽĶĳĶĹŅ ûĸ ĴĲ  
 IŀŅ7 ĺĸ ĽņĶĦ ûĸK Ľĵ)ûĂņĸ K+ ûņĊ ęĎĘĵ+ IûĲ )/ŀĔ.( FûļľK 

1Kđąĵ+ ĺĸ A/ŀĻ+ 1ďĦ/3/đņĹĵ/: )1( ûĿĻKöė ŁĵŀĂā 3/đņĸ 
 HŀİĂĬ &ÿņĚK ûĿņĬ 0ŀĂĳĸ ĽĻк ûĸ+ &ûŅûĚŀĵõý ÿěĂĎĸ ÿĹĳċĸ

ķĵ K+ &ÿņĚŀĵ+ JĐľ ĐņĭļĂý 19ŀĲĐĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ûĿņĬ üĂĳā 
ûĿħŅ:ŀā ÿĹĿĸ ûŅûĚŀĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ ŁĵŀĂĂĬ ÿņĚK. )2( о ÿĲđā 

Iк ûŅûĚŀĵõý ÿěĂĎĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ûĿĻKöė ŁĵŀĂā: 7ŀćŀĵ ûĸ+ 
 Fпĸ+ ûĿĻ+ K+ &ÿĲđĂĵ+ 1/7ûý  ńĚŀĵ+ HŀİņĬ ûĿņĶĦ ÿŅûĚK

ÿĲđĂĘĸ. )3( 1ûĬK ďħý ÿņĵ/9ďĭĵ+ ÿþŅđĞĶĵ ÿħĝûč ÿĲđā 
1ûņċĵ+ ŁĶĦ ĺņĸõĂĵ+ G/ŀĸõĲ &ęĎĘĵ/.    

ESTATE TAX – Generally, a tax on the privilege of 
transferring property to others after a person’s death. In 
addition to federal estate taxes, many states have their own 
estate taxes. 

 ÿĲđĂĵ+ GûİĂĻ+ ÿþŅđĝ- ŁĶĦ >đĭā :ûņĂĸ+ ÿþŅđĝ ńľ ûĸŀĹĦ  
ĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĲđā GûİĂĻ+39/ŀĵ+ Łĵ/ ńĬŀĂĹ. üù/đĞĵ+ Łĵ/ ÿĬûĝкõý 

 ûĿĵ ńĂĵ/ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ ĺĸ đņąĲ Fûļľ &ÿĲđĂĵ+ GûİĂĻ+ ŁĶĦ ÿņĵ/9ďĭĵ+
ÿĲđĂĵ+ GûİĂĻ+ ŁĶĦ ÿĚûĎĵ+ ûĿþù/đĝ.   

ESTOPPEL – An act or statement that prevents a person 
from later making claims to the contrary. 

 ĥļĸ–ė ĥļĹŅ Iûņý K+ üĶĠ  ûĹĵ ûĭĵûĎĸ ûúņė )ûĦ7+ ĺĸ ûěĎ
GûįK ĮþĔ.  

ET AL – In Latin, this means “and others.” Refers to 
parties not included in the formal name of a court case. 

 ķľđņĩK–ÿņļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ/ ĺĸ . ķľ)ûĹĔ/ &Lđč+ D/đĠ+ Łĵ/ đņĘāK 
ÿņĹĔđĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿņĞį ŁĶĦ 19ŀĲĐĸ đņĩ.  

ET SEQ – An abbreviation for et sequentes, or et 
�equential. Latin meaning “and the following,” ordinarily 
used in referring to a section of statutes. 

 ńĶŅ ûĸK– ńļħā ÿņļņāо ÿĹĶĳĵ 9ûěĂč+ "ńĶŅ ûĸ" 17ûĦK &
ķņĔ/đĹĵ+ ĺĸ ķĕį Łĵ/ 1ûėлĵ ĴĹħĂĕā.  

ET UX – In Latin, this means “and wife.”  ÿćKĒĵ+K -ÿņļņāо ÿĹĶĲ  .  

EVICTION – Recovery of land or rental property from 
another by legal process. (See UNLAWFUL DETAINER.) 

 )пč+–ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ ÿġĔ/ŀý đĈćöĸ Kõĝ9+ 7/7đļĔ+  . )đĤĻ+: 
AKđĘĸ đņĩ @ûĭĂĊ+(  

EVIDENCE – Any proof legally presented at trial through 
witnesses, records, and/or exhibits. 

 ÿļņý– &7ŀĿė ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ )ûļĄ+ HďİŅ Ĵņĵ7 M+ 
K &2пņĈĕā/2ûĝKđħĸ K+.  

EVIDENCE, CIRCUMSTANTIAL – Conclusion drawn 
from proven facts. 

 ÿņćûĂļĂĔ+ ÿļņý-ÿĂþąĸ ĮùûİĊ ŁĶĦ ÿņļþĸ 2ûćûĂļĂĔ/  .  

EVIDENCE, DIRECT – Evidence in form of a witness’s 
testimony, who actually saw, heard, or touched the subject 
in question. 

1đėûþĸ ÿļņý/ đėûþĸ Ĵņĵ7 - &3ďĊ ûĸ пħĬ L+9 ďľûė 17ûĿė  
AŀĝŀĹĵõý ÿįпĦ Ľĵ ûúņė ēĹĵ K+ &ûúņė ĥĹĔ K+.   

EVIDENCE, EVANESCENT – Evidence which can 
disappear relatively quickly, such as the amount of alcohol 
in a person’s blood. 

 ńĵпċĹĝ+ Ĵņĵ7– Ĵąĸ &ÿĦđĕý ûņþĕĻ GKĒŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅ Ĵņĵ7 
ęĎė H7 ńĬ Gŀċĳĵ+ ÿņĹĲ.  

EXAMINATION, DIRECT – The first examination of a 
witness by the counsel who called the witness to testify. 

đėûþĸ 0/ŀĈĂĔ+ – JûĦ7 MĐĵ+ Dđġĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ďĿĘĵ+ 0/ŀĈĔ+ 
17ûĿĘĶĵ.  
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EXAMINATION, RECROSS – A second examination of 
a witness by the opposing counsel after the second 
examination (or redirect examination) by the counsel who 
called the witness to testify is completed. 

 ńĻûĄ Ĵýûİĸ 0/ŀĈĂĔ+- ĺĸ ÿņĻûąĵ+ 1đĹĶĵ ďľûĘĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔ+  
 ĺĸ ńĻûąĵ+ đėûþĹĵ+ Ľý/ŀĈĂĔ/ ķĂŅ I+ ďħý &ķěĎĵ+ ńĸûċĸ Ĵþį

17ûĿĘĶĵ JûĦ7 MĐĵ+ Dđġĵ+ Ĵþį.  

EXAMINATION, REDIRECT – A second examination 
of a witness by the counsel who called the witness to testify. 
This examination is usually focused on certain matters that 
were discussed by the opposing counsel’s examination. 

 ńĻûĄ đėûþĸ 0/ŀĈĂĔ+- Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿņĻûąĵ+ 1đĹĶĵ ďľûĘĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔ+ 
 9ŀĸк+ Ĝħý ŁĶĦ ĒņĲđĂĶĵ 17ûĦ &17ûĿĘĶĵ JûĦ7 MĐĵ+ Dđġĵ+

ĥĸ ķěĎĵ+ ńĸûċĸ ûĿĘįûĻ ńĂĵ+Ľĵ Ľý/ŀĈĂĔ+ ńĬ ďľûĘĵ+ .  

EXCEPTIONS – Declarations by either side in a civil or 
criminal case reserving the right to appeal a judge’s ruling 
upon a motion. Also, in regulatory cases, objections by 
either side to points made by the other side or to rulings by 
the agency or one of its hearing officers. 

 2/)ûļąĂĔ+– H+ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ &ĺņþĻûĈĵ+ ďĊ/ Ĵþį ĺĸ 2ûĻûņý 
)ûĦďĂĔ/ ńĬ ńĝûİĵ/ ķĳĊ ĮĬûļúĂĔ/ ńĬ ĽİĊ Ģĭċņĵ &ÿņùûļć. 

 ďĊ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ 2ûĝ/đĂĦк+ ńĿĬ &ÿņĸûĤļĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ/ ńĬ ûĸ+
Ċ+ ŁĶĦ K+ &đčи+ üĻûĈĵ+ ĺĦ 29ďĚ ?ûİĻ ŁĶĦ ĺņþĻûĈĵ+ Hûĳ

ûĿņĭģŀĸ ďĊ+ K+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ 1đģûļĵ+ ÿúņĿĵ+.  

EXCESSIVE FORCE – Use of unreasonable amount of 
force by police officer. 

ÿĠđĭĸ 1ŀį- đņĩ ĉþěĂĬ &1ŀİĵ+ GûĹħĂĔ+ ńĬ ńĠđĘĵ+ 1пĪĸ   
ÿĵŀİħĸ.  

EXCLUSION OF WITNESSES – An order of the court 
requiring all witnesses to remain outside the courtroom until 
each is called to testify, except the plaintiff or defendant. 
The witnesses are ordered not to discuss their testimony 
with each other and may be held in contempt if they violate 
the order. 

 )ûěį+/ 7ŀĿĘĵ+ ĥļĸ–Ĺĵ+ ĺĸ đĸ+  7ŀĿĘĵ+ ĺĸ üĶġŅ ÿĹĳċ
 &17ûĿĘĶĵ ķĿļĸ ďĊ/K ĴĲ )ûĦďĂĔ+ I+ Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 49ûč )ûİþĵ+

ķĿĂĹĵ+K ńĦďĹĵ+ )ûļąĂĔûý. HďĦ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ đĸõý &7ŀĿĘĵ+ ŁĶĦK 
 ÿĹĿā ķĿĵ ĀĿćK о+K Ĝħþĵ+ ķĿĞħý ĥĸ ķĿā/7ûĿė ÿĘįûļĸ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ IûņěĦ.  

EXCLUSIONARY RULE – The rule preventing illegally 
obtained evidence to be used in any trial. 

 )ûěįк+ ķĳĊ– ûĿņĶĦ Gŀěċĵ+ ķā &ÿĵ7+ GûĹħĂĔ+ ĥļĹŅ ķĳĊ 
ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ &ÿņĦđė đņĩ ÿİŅđġý.  

EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION – The matter can only be 
filed in one court. 

 ÿņĞİĵ+ K+ )ûĞİĵ+ Iûĳĸ đěĊ– Łĵ/ о/ ÿņĞİĵ+ ĥĬ9 ĺĳĹŅ о 
1ďĊ/K ÿĹĳċĸ.  

EX CONTRACTU – Arising from a contract. ďİĦ ĺĦ øėûĻ.  

EXCULPATORY EVIDENCE – Evidence which tends to 
indicate that a defendant did not commit the alleged crime. 

 ÿņĬûĻ ÿĵ7+– ÿŅûļĈĵ+ üĳāđŅ ķĵ ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦđþĘā ÿĵ7+ 
ÿĸŀĦĒĹĵ+.  

EXECUTE – (1) To carry out all terms of a contract or 
court order; (2) to sign (a document); (3) to kill. 

Đņĭļā/ ĥņįŀā– )1(ÿĹĳċĸ 9/đį K+ ďİĦ ?Kđė Đņĭļā . )2( 
ÿİņĄK K+ ďļĂĕĸ ńĶĦ ĥņįŀā. )3(2ŀĹĵ+ ÿýŀİĦ ĥįŀŅ .  

EXECUTION – The name of a court order issued to a 
sheriff, marshal, or constable authorizing and requiring him 
to carry out the judgment of the court. 

 ķĳċĵ+ Đņĭļā- ķņİĵ+ Łĵ/ K+ &īŅđĘĵ+ Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸ+  
 9/đį Đņĭļā ĽĵŀĎāK Ľļĸ üĶġā &ńĠđė Łĵ/ K+ &ûļĈĕĵ+ ŁĶĦ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

EXECUTION OF SENTENCE SUSPENDED – 
Imposing a sentence that will not be served. This is 
frequently ordered in combination with grants of probation. 
If the defendant is subsequently found in violation of 
probation, the suspension will be lifted and the sentence 
carried out. 

 ÿİĶħĸ ÿýŀİĦ Đņĭļā–ŁĞİā ĺĵ ÿýŀİĦ >đĬ . JĐľ >đĭā 
+ /8+ Ľý Đĭļā ûĿļĳĵK &ÿŅ9ûþĂč+ 1đĂĬ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĉļĹŅ ûĸďļĦ ÿýŀİħĵ

 ÿŅ9ûþĂčк+ 1đĂĭĵ+ Gпč IŀĻûİĵ+ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ıĿĂĻ+.  
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EXECUTOR – Person or company named in a will to carry 
out the will’s instructions and requests. The executor is 
usually supervised by the probate court.  

ĐĭļĹĵ+ – ĐņĭļĂĵ ÿņĚK ŁĶĦ 9ŀĲĐĸ ķĿĹĔ/ ÿĲđė K+ ęĎė 
ÿņĚŀĵ+ 2пĠK 2ûĹņĶħā. ĴĹĦ ŁĶĦ ûŅûĚŀĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ DđĘāK 

ĐĭļĹĵ+.  

EX DELICTO – Arising from a wrong, breach of duty.  
(See TORT.) 

üć/ŀĵõý Gпč+ K+ &Hđć ĺĦ øėûĻ. )đĤĻ+:  

EXEMPLARY DAMAGES – Monies awarded to the 
plaintiff that exceed the normal or expected amount. Serve 
as punishment for willful or malicious acts by the 
defendant, rather than act of negligence. 

ÿņýûİĦ K+ ÿņù/Ēć &ÿņĵûąĸ 9/đĝ/- Eŀĭā ńĦďĹĶĵ M7ûĸ ĜŅŀħā  
ķĿĂĹĵ+ ÿþįûħĹĵ ıĵ8K &ĥįŀĂĹĵ+ K+ M7ûħĵ/ ĨĶþĹĵ+ üþĕā MĐĵ+ 

оûĹľ/ ēņĵK /đĳĸK /ďĹĦ 9đĞĵ+ ńĬ.  

EXEMPLIFICATION – An extremely formal type of 
certification in which the Clerk signs the certification of the 
document or record. The Presiding Judge then signs 
attesting to the fact of the identity of the Clerk, and that the 
signature is authentic. Finally, the Clerk signs again, this 
time attesting to the fact that the judge is a Judge of that 
county’s General Jurisdiction Court, and that the signature 
is authentic. 

 ńĹĔ9 ĮŅďěā -ĸ ÿŅûĪý 2/ďļĂĕĹĵ/ ĮŅďěā ĺĸ AŀĻ   ĺ
 K+ ÿİņĄK ĮŅďěā ĴĦ ĥįŀŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ I+ ăņċý &ÿņĹĔđĵ+

 ûįďěĸ ĥįŀŅK ÿĕĶĈĵ+ ;+đĂŅ MĐĵ+ ńĝûİĵ+ ńāõŅ ķĄ &ĴĈĔ
 üāûĳĵ+ ĥįŀŅ /đņč+K &ńĶĚ+ Ľħņįŀā I+ ŁĶĦK üāûĳĵ+ ÿŅŀľ ŁĶĦ
 ÿĸûħĵ+  ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĝûį ŀľ ńĝûİĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ /ďľûė Lđč+ 1đĸ

ńĶĚ+ Ľħņįŀā I+ ŁĶĦK  &ÿħĠûİĹĶĵ.  

EXHIBIT – A document or an object shown and identified 
in court as evidence in a case.  

 >Kđħĸ ÿļņý K+ ďļĂĕĸ - ńĬ >đĦ >đĩ K+ ďļĂĕĸ  
ÿņĞį ńĬ Ĵņĵ7 ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ DđĦK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

EXHIBIT, PEOPLE’S – Exhibit and/or evidence that is 
offered by the prosecution. 

ĵ+ ÿļņý K+ ďļĂĕĸ üħĘ–)ûĦ7к+ ûĿĸďį 2ûļņý K+ 2/ďļĂĕĸ .  

EXONERATE – To clear of blame or to relieve from 
responsibility. 

 ĮĂħŅ 'ĴċŅ-ÿņĵKöĕĸ ĺĸ ĴċŅ K+ üĻ8 ĺĸ ĮĂħŅ  .  

EX PARTE – A court procedure with only one side. For 
emergencies only. 

 ďĊ/K üĻûć ĺĸ-üĻûć ĥĸ ÿĹĳċĸ )/đć+  ďĊ/K . 2оûĊ ńĬ 
ğİĬ E9/ŀġĵ+.  

EX PARTE PROCEEDING – The legal procedure in 
which only one side is represented.  

 ďĊ/K üĻûć ĺĸ ÿņĻŀĻûį 2/)/đć+- /7ŀćŀĸ ďĊ/K DđĠ IŀĳŅ  
ûĿņĬ.  

EXPERT TESTIMONY – Testimony given in relation to 
some scientific, technical, or professional matter by experts, 
i.e., person qualified to speak authoritatively by reason of 
their special training, skill, or familiarity with the subject. 

 đņþč 17ûĿė– &đņþč ûĿŅ7öŅ ÿņļĿĸ K+ ÿņļİā &ÿņĹĶĦ 17ûĿė 
ďļĦ ûĸK &=ûč üŅ9ďā ĺĸ JûİĶā ûĸ  ķĳċý Ĵľöĸ ęĎėŀľK J

 AŀĝŀĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ AпĠ+K 19ûĿĸ ĺĸ.  

EXPLOSIVE/DESTRUCTIVE DEVICE – Any 
substance, or combination of substances, the primary or 
common purpose of which is detonation or rapid 
combustion, and which is capable of a relatively 
instantaneous or rapid release of gas and heat, or any 
substance, the primary purpose of which, when combined 
with others, is to form a substance capable of a relatively 
instantaneous or rapid release of gas and heat. 

1đĈĭĸ 1/7+/ 1đĸďĸ - – DďĿĵ+ &7/ŀĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĆŅĒĸ K+ &17ûĸ ÿŅ+ 
ĥùûĘĵ+ K+ ńĕņùđĵ+ ńľK &ĥŅđĕĵ+ GûħĂėк+K đņĈĭĂĵ+ ŀľ ûĿļĸ 

 17ûĸ ÿŅ+ K+ &ÿņþĕĻ ÿĦđĕýK /9ŀĬ 19/đĊK :ûĩ đĘĕĻ ŁĶĦ 197ûį
 197ûį 1ďŅďć 17ûĸ ĆļĂĂĵ Lđč+ 7/ŀĸ ĥĸ 2ûĿćĒĸ ûĿļĸ DďĿĵ+

ÿņþĕĻ ÿĦđĕýK /9ŀĬ 19/đĊK :ûĩ đĘĕĻ ŁĶĦ.   
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EX POST FACTO – Latin meaning, “after the fact.” The 
Constitution prohibits the enactment of ex post facto laws. 
These are laws that permit conviction and punishment for a 
lawful act performed before the law was changed and the 
act made illegal. 

 ÿİņİċĵ+ ďħý– ńļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ/ ĺĸ . ĺņĻ/ŀį ĺĔ ĥļĹŅ 9ŀĂĔďĵ+ 
"ÿİņİċĵ+ ďħý"K  & пĹĦ ÿþįûħĸK ÿĻ/7õý ĉĹĕā ĺņĻ/ŀį ńľ

ĽħļĹŅK IŀĻûİĵ+ đņĪĂŅ I+ Ĵþį Ľý Hûņİĵ+ ķā ûņĦđė.  

EXPUNGEMENT – Official and formal erasure of a 
record or partial contents of a record. 

 üġė– ĴĳĘý ĽāûŅŀĂċĸ ĺĸ )Ēć K+ ĴĈĔ ńċĸ K+ üġė 
ńĹĔ9.  

EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES – Circumstances 
which render a crime less aggravated, heinous, or 
reprehensible than it would otherwise be. 

 ÿĭĭĎĸ DKđģ- ûĿĂĦûļė ĺĸK &ÿĹŅđć 1ďĊ ĺĸ īĭĎā DKđģ  
đĸк+ īĶĂčк DKđĤĵ+ JĐľ оŀĵ &ûĿĂýŀİĦ ĺĸK.  

EXTORTION – The act of obtaining the property of 
another person through wrongful use of actual or threatened 
force, violence, or fear. 

A/ĒĂĻ+/ 0ûěĂĩ+ - ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ đč* ęĎė ÿņĳĶĸ ŁĶĦ Gŀěċĵ/  
 GûĹħĂĔ+ &ûĿĵûĹħĂĔûý ďŅďĿĂĵ+ K+ ÿĦKđĘĸ đņĩ 1ŀį GûĹħĂĔ+

üņľđĂĵ+ K+ &īļħĵ+.  

EXTRADITION – Bringing a person that is in custody in 
one state to the authorities of another state where that 
person has been accused or convicted of a crime. 

 ĺņĹĿĂĹĵ+ ķņĶĕā– ÿŅоK 2ûġĶĔ Łĵ/ ÿŅоK ńĬ Dŀįŀĸ ķņĶĕā 
ÿŅûļć ńĬ ĽĂĻ/7+ K+ ĽĸûĿā/ ķā ăņĊ Lđč+.  

EXTRAORDINARY WRIT – A court order, often issued 
by an appellate court, making available remedies not 
regularly within the powers of lower courts. They include 
writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition and quo 
warranto. 

 17ûħĵ+ EŀĬ ńùûĞį đĸ+)ńùûļąĂĔ+(  - ĺĦ ûþĵûĩ 9ďěŅ đĸ+ 
Ķĵ ēņĵ &17ûĦ &GŀĶĊ đņĬŀĂĵ LđþĲ ÿĹĳċĸ ÿġĶĔ ûņĻďĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹ

 ûľ9/ďĚ+ ńĬ.пąĸ ûĿļĸ :đĸ+  Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĶĵ ęĎė 9ûĞĊõý 
 &ĽļĈĔ ÿņĻŀĻûį ńĬ ĮņİċĂĶĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ GKöĕĸ Łĵ/ đĸ+  
đĤĊ đĸ+ &ĺņħĸ ĴĹħý HûņİĶĵ ńĸŀĳĊ)ûúņė ĥļĹŅ(đĸ+ &  

 ûİĬ/ŀĸ ęĎė ûĿĔ9ûĹŅ ńĂĵ+ ÿġĶĕĵ+ ĀĻûĲ /8+ ûĹņĬ ĮņİċĂĶĵ
 IûĲ /8+ ûĹņĬK &ÿŅоŀĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ûĿņĶĦ ńĬ )ûİþĵ+ ĮċĂĕŅ

ÿņĸŀĳċĵ+ ĽĂĭņģK.  

EYE WITNESS – One who saw the act, fact, or transaction 
to which he or she testifies. 

 IûņĦ ďľûė- ÿİņİĊ &ĴħĬ IûĲ )/ŀĔ &L+9 ûĹý ďĿĘŅ ęĎė  
ÿņĶĹĦ K+.  

FACTUAL BASIS – The underlying facts supporting a 
defendant’s guilty or NOLO CONTENDERE plea. 

 ÿņİņİĊ 2ûĸûĦ7K+ 2ûĔûĔ+ - ÿĻ/7к ÿĹĦ/ďĵ+ ÿņĔûĔк+ Įùûİċĵ+ 
  9/đįк+ K+ &ķĿĂĹĵ+"G7ûć+ о" .  

FACTUALLY INNOCENT – No reasonable cause exists 
to believe the person arrested committed the offense.   

 .đý ÿİņİĊ-7ûİĂĦлĵ Gŀİħĸ üþĔ 7ŀćK HďĦ   ęĎĘĵ+ Iõý 
ûĸđć üĳā9+ ďį DŀįŀĹĵ+.  

FAILURE TO APPEAR – The act of not appearing in 
court after being presented with a subpoena or summons. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĵ+ ńĬ ĴĘĭĵ+ ĺĸ ķĩđĵ+ ŁĶĦ  

FAILURE TO COMPLY – The act of not following an 
order that is directed by the court. 

 ÿĦûġĵ+ ńĬ ĴĘĭĵ+-ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ đĸ+ Aûþā/ HďĦ  .  

FAIR HEARING – A hearing in which certain rights are 
respected such as the right to present evidence, to cross 
examine and to have findings supported by evidence. 

 ÿĭěļĸ K+ ÿĵ7ûĦ ÿĹĲûċĸ–ŁĂĵ+ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+  Ĝħý ûĿņĬ ŁĦ/đā 
 ńĸûċĸ Ĵþį ĺĸ ďľûĘĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔ+ &ÿĵ7+ ķŅďİā ĮċĲ &Eŀİċĵ+

ÿĵ7к+ ŁĶĦ ÿņļþĸ ĆùûĂĻ Łĵ/ ĴĚŀĂĵ+/K &đčи+ Dđġĵ+.  
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FAIR MARKET VALUE – The cash value price that the 
property would have brought at the time it was taken. 

 G7ûħĵ+ Eŀĕĵ+ đħĔ–ÿŅďİļĵ+ ÿĹņİĵ/  ńĬ ÿħĶĕĶĵ ĮċĂĕĹĵ/ 
ûĿņĶĦ ĴěĊ MĐĵ+ Āįŀĵ+.  

FALSE ARREST – Any unlawful physical restraint of 
another’s personal liberty, whether or not carried out by a 
peace officer. 

ńĦđė đņĩ ĒĈĊ K+ īņįŀā– ďņņİā ńĬ ńĻŀĻûį đņĩ ĴĹĦ M+ 
Jđņĩ K+ ĺĸ+ Ĵć9 ĺĦ 9ďĚ )/ŀĔ &ęĎė ÿŅđĊ.  

FALSE IMPRISONMENT – The unlawful restraint by 
one person of another person’s physical liberty. 

ńĦđė đņĩ ēþĊ– ÿņĻďþĵ+ ęĎė ÿŅđċĵ ńĻŀĻûĬ đņĩ ďņņİā M+ 
đč* ęĎė Ĵþį ĺĸ.  

FALSE  PRETENSES – Representation of some fact or 
circumstance which is not true and is calculated to mislead, 
by which a person obtains another’s money or goods. 

īù/: )ûĦ7+ - ÿįđġý &ĺņċņċĚ đņĩ ûĬđģ K+ ÿİņİĊ ńĦďŅ ĺĸ  
ĥùûĞý K+ ďİĻ ŁĶĦ Ľļĸ Ĵěċņĵ ęĎė ĴņĶĞā DďĿý &ÿĔK9ďĸ.  

FALSE TOKEN – Any tangible object or a document that 
is not genuine, is not what it appears or claims to be, and is 
intended to be used and is used to deceive the person to 
whom it is presented. 

 ÿĭŅĒĹĵ+ )ûņėк+- đņĩ ÿİņĄK K+ ďļĂĕĸ K+ ;ŀĹĶĸ øņė M+  
 ķĿĻ+ K+ &ķĿĵûĹħĂĔ+ ďěİŅ &ķĿĂİņİċĲ ēņĵ HđĿĤĸ &ĺņċņċĚ

 MĐĵ/  ęĎĘĵ/ A/ďĎĵ /ŀĶĹħĂĔ+ ďįĽĵ Āĸďį.  

FAMILY ALLOWANCE – A small amount of money 
kept from the estate of the deceased to provide for the 
surviving family members during the administration of the 
estate. 

 ÿĶùûħĵ+ ęěĎĸ- 3/đņĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĐčöŅ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ đņĪĚ ĨĶþĸ  
 ķĂā ĺņċĵ 1đĔк+ 7/đĬ+ ÿĵûĦкÿĲđĂĵ+ ĥŅ:ŀā 2/)/đć+.  

FEDERAL EMPLOYER’S LIABILITY ACT – Federal 
workers’ compensation law which protects railroad 
employees. 

 GûĹĦк+ 0ûċĚ+ ÿņĵKöĕĸ GŀĊ ńĵ/9ďĬ IŀĻûį- ńĵ/9ďĬ IŀĻûį  
ďŅďċĵ+ ıĳĔ GûĹĦ ÿŅûĹċĵ ĥĝK GûĹħĵ+ ĜŅŀħā ńĬ.  

FEES – A specific amount of money that’s paid in 
exchange for a service, such as filing a court paper. 

 HŀĔ9 - E/K+ ķŅďİā &ÿĸďč Ĵýûİĸ ĥĬďŅ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ 7ďċĸ ĨĶþĸ  
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/.  

FEE SIMPLE – The most complete, unlimited form of 
ownership of real property, which lasts until the current 
holder dies without an heir. 

 ÿİĶġĸ ÿņĳĶĸ- ŁĂĊ ŁİþāK &17Kďċĸ đņĩK ÿĶĸûĲ 9ûİĦ ÿņĳĶĸ  
ÿĂþĵ+ ÿĄ9K Ľĵ IŀġŅ оK ńĵûċĵ+ ıĵûĹĵ+ 2ŀĹŅ.  

FEE WAIVER – Permission not to pay the court’s filing 
fees. People with very low income can ask the court clerk 
for a fee waiver form. 

 HŀĔđĵ+ ĥĬ7 )ûĭĦ+– Łĵ/ E/9K+ ķŅďİā HŀĔ9 ĥĬ7 Hďħý I8+ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+. HďİĂĵ+ ĜĭĎļĹĵ+ Ĵčďĵ+ MK8 =ûĎėк+ ĥņġĂĕŅ 

 ķŅďİā HŀĔ9 ĥĬ7 ĺĸ ķĿùûĭĦк ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ Łĵ/ üĶġý
E/9Kк+.  

FELONY – A serious crime that can be punished by more 
than one year in prison or by death. (Compare 
INFRACTION, MISDEMEANOR). 

 ÿŅûļć– ńĬ ÿļĔ ĺĸ đąĲ+ ûĸ+ Iŀĳā ûĿĂýŀİĦ 1đņġč ÿĹŅđć 
2ŀĹĵ+ K+ ĺĈĕĵ+.  

FELONY MURDER – A murder committed during the 
commission of a felony such as robbery, burglary, or 
kidnapping. 

 ÿŅûļć ĥĸ ĴĂį-9/ )ûļĄ/ ĴĂį ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9/   Ĵąĸ ÿŅûļć 0ûĳā
īġĎĵ+K &ŀġĕĵ+K &ÿįđĕĵ+.  

FIDUCIARY – A person that acts for another person’s 
benefit, like a trustee or guardian. It also means something 
that is based on a trust or confidence. (See also TRUSTEE.) 

 ĺĸöĹĵ+)Ľĵ( – Ĵąĸ &đč* ęĎė ĉĵûěĵ ĴĹħŅ ęĎė  &ńĚŀĵ+
đĸк+ ńĵKK.ûĞŅ+ ńļħāK :ÿİąĵ+K ÿĻûĸк+ ŁĶĦ ńļþĸ . )đĤĻ+: 
ńĚK.(  
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FIELD SOBRIETY TEST – A method of determining 
whether a person is intoxicated using a motor skills test 
which is administered by testing the driver’s speaking 
ability and/or physical coordination. 

 ĮùûĔ 1KûċĚ ĺĸ ďĲõĂĶĵ ńĻ/ďņĸ ęċĬ– Įùûĕĵ+ ęċĭŅ 
 Ľā/9ďį 9ûþĂč/ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ &о H+ пĹĄ IûĲ /8+ ûĸ ÿĬđħĹĵ

K Įġļĵ+ ŁĶĦ Ľā9ďİĹĲ &ÿņĲđċĵ+/MďĕĈĵ/ ĽĻ:/ŀā K+.  

FIFTH AMENDMENT – Among other rights, the Fifth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guarantees that a 
person cannot be forced to present self-incriminating 
testimony in a criminal proceeding. 

 9ŀĂĔďĵ+ ĴŅďħā IŀĻûį ĺĸ ÿĕĸûĎĵ+ 17ûĹĵ+- &IûĕĻк+ ńġħā  
 ńĬ ĽļŅďā 17ûĿė ķŅďİā ĺĦ AûļĂĸк+ ĮĊ &Lđč+ EŀİĊ ĺĹĝ

ńùûļć ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+.  

FILE – When a person officially gives a paper to a court 
clerk and that paper becomes part of the record of a case. 

ÿņĞį E/9K+ ķŅďİā ĉþěĂĬ &ńĹĔ9 ĴĳĘý &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ Łĵ/ 
1ŀĦďĵ+ īĶĸ ĺĸ +Ēć.  

FIND GUILTY – For the judge or jury to determine and 
declare the guilt of the defendant. 

9/đį Łĵ/ ĴĚKÿĻ/7+ – ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ K+ ńĝûİĵ+ IпĦ/K 9/đį 
ķĿĂĹĵ+ ÿĻ/7+ ńĬ.  

FINDING – When a judicial officer or jury says something 
is a fact. 

 ÿĈņĂĻ Łĵ/ GŀĚŀĵ+)ûĿĵK/ďā ďħý(  – īģŀĸ 9đİŅ ûĸďļĦ 
ĉņċĚ ûúņė I+ ŁĶĦ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ K+ ńùûĞį.  

FINDINGS OF FACT – An oral or written statement by a 
judge after a review of the evidence stating that the facts 
given are found to be true. 

 øņė ÿİņİĊ ŁĶĦ ÿİĬ/ŀĸ)ĽĂĔ/97 ďħý( – &ńġč K+ ńĿĭė Iûņý 
 2ďćK ûĿĻ+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ &2ûļņþĵ+ ÿħć/đĸ ďħý ńĝûİĵ+ ĺĦ 9ďěŅ

ÿņİņİĊ.  

FINE – The money a person must pay as punishment for 
doing something illegal or for not doing something they 
were supposed to do. 

 ÿĸ/đĩ - ďį ĽĻŀĳĵ ûĸ+ 0ûİħĲ ęĎė ĽħĬďŅ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ 
 >Kđĭĸ ŀľ ûĸ ĴĹħý ķİŅ ķĵ ĽĻк K+ &ńĻŀĻûį đņĩ ĴĹħý Hûį

ĽĶĹĦ ĽņĶĦ.  

FINGERPRINT – The distinctive pattern of lines on 
human fingertips that are used as a method of identification 
in criminal cases. 

ĥþĚк+ ÿĹěý – đĘþĵ+ ĥýûĚ+ D/đĠ+ ŁĶĦ 1ĒņĹĸ ?ŀġč ńľ 
ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ =ûĎėк+ ŁĶĦ DđħĂĶĵ ÿĶņĔŀĲ HďĎĂĕā.  

FIREARM – A weapon which acts by force of gunpowder, 
such as a rifle, shotgun or revolver. 

 M9ûĻ 5пĔ-Ĵąĸ & 7K9ûþĵ+ 1ŀį ŁĶĦ ĴĹħŅ 5пĔ  : 'ÿņįďļý 
;ďĕĸ K+ ';ûė9.  

FIRST APPEARANCE – The initial appearance of an 
arrested person before a judge to determine whether there is 
probable cause for his or her arrest. Generally, the person 
comes before a judge within hours of the arrest, and are 
informed of the charges against him or her and of his or her 
rights to a preliminary hearing, to counsel, and to bail. No 
plea is asked for at this time. Also called  INITIAL 
APPEARANCE. 

 GKк+ GŀąĹĵ+))ûĞİĵ+ Hûĸ+(  – ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅK ÿņùďþĹĵ+ ÿĕĶĈĵ+. 
 IûĲ /8+ ûĹņĬ 9đİņĵ ńĝûİĵ+ Hûĸ+ DŀįŀĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ Gŀąĸ ŀľK

оŀİħĸ Ľĭņįŀā üþĔ. ĺĸ 2ûĦûĔ Gпč &17ûĦ &ęĎĘĵ+ ĴąĹŅK  
 ĽĦпĠ+K &Ľņĵ+ ÿýŀĕļĹĵ+ ķĿĂĵõý J9ûħė+ ķĂņĬ &ĽņĶĦ Ĝþİĵ+ )ûİĵ+

ûĹĔK &Ľĵ ńĸûċĸ ĺņņħĂý ĽįŀİĊ ŁĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ ÿĕĶć ńĬ ĽĦ
  &ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ GûĹħĂĔ+K &ÿņùďþĸ 

FITNESS HEARING – A court hearing to decide if a 
juvenile (minor) should be tried as an adult. 

 3ďċĵ+ ÿņĶľ+ đŅđİā ÿĕĶć)đĚûİĵ+(  ķĲûċŅ I+ üĈŅ /8+ ûĹņĬ
ďėđĵ+ ĺĔ Ĩĵûý ęĎĘĲ.  
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FORCIBLE AND ATROCIOUS CRIME – Any felony 
that by its nature and the manner of its commission 
threatens, or is reasonably believed by the defendant to 
threaten life or great bodily injury so as to instill in him a 
reasonable fear of death or great bodily injury.  Murder, 
mayhem, rape, and robbery are all forcible and atrocious 
crimes.   

 ÿņĘĊKK ÿŅđĕį ÿĹŅđć– ĥýûġý ûĿýûĳā9/ ķĕā+ ÿŅûļć ÿŅ+ 
 Lďĵ оŀİħĸ /7ûİĂĦ+ ĮĶč ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ K+ &ďŅďĿĂĵ+ 0ŀĶĔ+K

 ĽņĬ ĥįŀņĵ &ķņĕć L8õý K+ 2ŀĹĵõý 7ďĿĸ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ ÿņċĞĵ+
ķņĕĈĵ+ L8к+ ĺĸ K+ 2ŀĹĵ+ ĺĸ DŀĎĵ+.đþĂħā  ÿŅđĕį ÿĹŅđć 

ÿņĘĊKKĺĸ ĴĲ :+ ĽŅŀĘĂĵ+ ÿĹŅđćK &ďĹħĵ+ ĴĂİĵ+ ÿĹŅđć  ķù/ďĵ
1ŀİĵ+ GûĹħĂĔõý ÿįđĕĵ/K &ńĕļĈĵ+ 0ûěĂĩк+K &ÿįûĦк+K.     

FORCIBLE ENTRY AND DETAINER – Ordinarily 
refers to a summary proceeding for restoring possession of 
land to one who has been wrongfully deprived of 
possession. 

 1ŀİĵûý )пĂĔк+K Gŀčďĵ+-ûĦ đņĘŅ  )/đć+ Łĵ/ 5пġĚк+ /Đľ 17
 ÿİŅđġý Ľļĸ ĽþĊûĚ HđĊ 9ûİĦK 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ 7/7đĂĔк Ēćŀĸ ńĻŀĻûį

ÿņĦđė đņĩ.  

FORECLOSURE – Procedure by which mortgaged 
property is sold on default of the mortgagor in satisfaction 
of mortgage debt. 

 ĺľđĵ+ Eпĩ+–ľ+ üþĕý IŀľđĹĵ+ ıĶĹĵ+ ĥņý  ĥĬ7 ńĬ ĺľ/đĵ+ GûĹ
ĺľđĵ+ ĺŅ7.  

FORFEIT – To lose, or lose the right to. In Traffic – to 
forfeit means to enter an implied guilty plea and pay total 
bail to close a case 

đĕĎŅ– D/đĂĦ+ đņĕĵ+ IŀĻûį ńĬ ńļħāK &ûİĊ đĕĎŅ K+ đĕĎŅ 
ĸûĳý ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ĥĬ7K üĻĐĵ+ ńĬđėûþĸ đņĩÿņĞİĵ+ Eпĩк ûĿĶ.  

FORFEITURE – When a person must give up money or 
property because he or she didn’t meet a legal obligation. 
(See also BAIL FORFEITURE). 

 đĔûč– ĽùûĭŅ+ HďĦ üþĕý ıĶĂĹĸK+ Gûĸ ĺĦ ęĎė G:ûļĂŅ 
ńĻŀĻûį H/ĒĂĵ+ K+ üć/ŀý. )đĤĻ+: ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ 197ûěĸ(  :  

FORGERY – The act of claiming one’s own writing to be 
that of another. 

 đŅKĒā– ÿýûĂĲŀľ 0ŀĂĳĹĵ/ I/ ķĦĒŅK ûúņė ęĎė üĂĳŅ I+ 
đč* ęĎė.  

FORMAL PROBATION – Court-ordered terms and 
conditions placed upon a defendant instead of a sentence. 
Formal probation involves supervision of the defendant by a 
probation officer. Summary probation involves no probation 
officer; the defendant is responsible directly to the court. 

 ńĶĳė 9ûþĂč+– ÿņļĸ: 7ďĸ ĺĹĞĂŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĦ 9ďěŅ đĸ/ 
 IŀĳŅK &ÿýŀİĦ )ûĞį ĺĸ оďý ķĿĂĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ ĥĝŀā ?KđėK

+9ûþĂčк+ ğýûĝ ÿþį/đĸ Āċā ûľ)ûļĄ+ ķĿĂĹĵ. 9ûþĂčк+ I+ ĺņĊ ńĬ 
 IK7 1đėûþĸ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ JûĈā оKöĕĸ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĽņĬ IŀĳŅ ńùĒĈĵ+

9ûþĂč+ ğýûĝ 7ŀćK.  

FORUM NON CONVENIENS – A doctrine patterned 
upon the right of the court in the exercise of its equitable 
powers to refuse the imposition upon its jurisdiction of the 
trial of cases even through the venue is properly laid if it 
appears that for the convenience of litigants and witnesses 
and in the interest of justice the action should be instituted 
in another forum where the action might have been brought. 

 ĮĬ/ŀā о ÿĹĳċĹĵ+– ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĮĊ ŁĶĦ ńļþĸ ńĔûĔ+ +ďþĸ 
 IûĲ ŀĵ ŁĂĊ &LŀĦ7 ńĬ đĤļĵ+ ĜĬ9 ńĬ ÿĵ7ûħĵ+ ûĿĂġĶĔ ÿĵK/Ēĸ
 Lđč+ ÿĹĳċĸ ŁĶĦ ûĿĝđĦ I+ 2+9 /8+  &ĉņċĚ ÿņĞİĵ+ >đĦ

 ĺĹĝ+K ÿĵ/ďħĵ+ >/đĩк đĕŅ/K 7ŀĿĘĵ+K HŀěĎĶĵ üĕĻ+ ŀľ
 &ûĿİņİċĂĵ 

FOSTER CARE – A program that gives money to a 
person, family, or institution to raise someone else’s child. 

đņĪĵ+ ÿņýđāK ÿúĘļā)7оKк+( – ĽþćŀĹý HŀİŅ ńĸŀĳĊ ĆĸûĻđý 
 &7оK+ K+ ďĵKÿņýđāK ÿúĘļā ńĬ ÿĕĔöĸ K+ &ÿĶùûĦ K+ &ęĎė

ĆĸûĻđþĵ+ ĺĸ ĽĻŀİĶĂŅ Gûĸ Ĵýûİĸ &ķľ7оKõý ķĕņĵ.    

FOUNDATION – In a trial, a foundation must be laid to 
establish the basis for the admissibility of certain types of 
evidence. For example, an expert witnesses’s qualifications 
must be shown before expert testimony will be admissible. 

 ;ûĔ+–ûļý ďĦ/ŀį )ûļþĵ ;ûĔ/ ĥĝK üĈŅ &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ/ ńĬ  )
ÿĵ7к+ ĺĸ A/ŀĻ+ Ĝħý Gŀþį ķĂŅ ûĿņĶĦ.пąĸ : 1)ûĭĲ 2ûþĄ+ üĈŅ 
Ľā7ûĿė Ĵþİā ńĳĵ đņþč ďľûė ÿņĶľ+K.  
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FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT – Among other matters, 
the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits states 
from depriving any person of life, liberty, or property 
without adequate DUE PROCESS. 

 9ŀĂĔďĵ+ ĴŅďħā IŀĻûį ĺĸ đĘĦ ÿħý/đĵ+ 17ûĹĵ+- Łĵ/ ÿĬûĞĵõý  
 9ŀĂĔďĵ+ ĴŅďħā IŀĻûį ĺĸ đĘĦ ÿħý/đĵ+ 17ûĹĵ+ ęļā &Lđč+ 9ŀĸ+
 K+ &ÿŅđċĵ+ &1ûņċĵ+ ĺĸ ęĎė M+ IûĸđĊ ĺĸ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ ĥļĸ ŁĶĦ

ÿþĔûļĸ ÿņĻŀĻûį 2/)/đć+ IKďý &FпĂĸк+.  

FRAUD – Deceiving someone on purpose in a way that 
financially hurts others. 

ĴŅûċā/ üěĻ -M7ûĸ L8+ Ľĵ üþĕŅ ûĹĸ /ďĹĦ ęĎė A/ďĩ  .  

GAG ORDER  - Orders restraining parties and counsel to a 
criminal proceeding from talking about the case to the press 
or public. 

 ķĂĳĂĵõý đĸ+–K+  ĥņĹć ĥļĹā ÿņùûļć ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ 9ďěā đĸ/
 ĥĸ )/ŀĔ &ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ Hпĳĵ/ ĺĸ ĺŅđĘĂĕĹĵ+K D/đĠк+

üħĘĵ+ ÿĸûĦ K+ ÿĬûċěĵ+.  

GAMBLING – The act of staking money, or other thing of 
value, on an uncertain event or outcome. 

 1đĸûİĸ– ŁĶĦ &ÿĹņį 2/8 )ûņė+ ńĬ K+ GûĹĵ+ ńĬ ÿļľ/đĸ  3ďĊ
ÿĻŀĹĞĸ đņĩ ĽĈùûĂĻ.  

GARNISH – To withhold a debtor’s money, and turn it 
over to another in order to pay a debt. Typically, the one 
withholding the money is the debtor’s employer. 

 ĒĈċŅĽļŅďĵ )ûĬK IđĎł ęĎė Łĵ/ ĽùûġĦк IŀŅďĹĵ+ Gûĸ. 
7 IŀĳŅ GûĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ Ēćûċĵ+ ĴĹħŅ MĐĵ+ ĴĹħĵ+ üĊûĚ ûĹù/

ĽŅďĵ IŀŅďĹĵ+.  

GARNISHMENT – A legal process that allows part of a 
person’s wages or property to be withheld for payment of a 
debt.  

 IŀŅďĹĵ+ Gûĸ ĒĈĊ– üā/9 ĺĸ ķĕį ĒĈċý ĉĹĕŅ ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ 
ĽļŅ7 )ûĭŅк ęĎė ıĶĂĹĸ K+.  

GENERAL ASSIGNMENT – The voluntary transfer, by a 
debtor, of all property to a trustee for the benefit of all of his 
or her creditors. 

 HûĦ G:ûļā - ĽāûĳĶĂĹĸ ĥņĹĈý IŀŅďĹĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ńĦŀĠ ĴŅŀċā 
ĺņļù/ďĵ+ ĥņĹć ÿċĶěĹĵ ĴņĲK Łĵ/.  

GENERAL JURISDICTION – Refers to courts that have 
no limit on the types of criminal and civil cases they may 
hear. 

 HûĦ )ûĞį– ûŅûĞį ńĬ đĤļĵ+ ûĿļĳĹŅ ńĂĵ+ ķĲûċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ đņĘā 
)ûļąĂĔ+ IKďý ÿņĻďĸK ÿņùûļć.  

GLUE SNIFFING – The act of inhaling glue in order “to 
get high”. 

 )/đĪĵ+ EûĘļĂĔ+–þĵõý 9ŀħĘĶĵ )/đĪĵ/ EûĘļĂĔ+ ÿĈĿ.  

GOOD CAUSE – A good reason. For example, a person 
must have good cause (better than not having a car or a 
baby-sitter ) for not coming to a court hearing. 

 ĽņćK üþĔ-пąĸ  : üþĕý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĵ+ ĺĦ üņĪĂĵ+ 
ďĵŀĵ/ ÿŅûĦđý HûņİĶĵ ûěĎė K+ 19ûņĔ 7ŀćK HďĦ đþĂħā о &

ÿĿņćK 0ûþĔ/.  

GOOD FAITH – An honest belief, the absence of malice, 
and the absence of design to defraud. 

 ÿņĻ ĺĕĊ- 0ûņĩK &đĳĹĵ+đěļĦ 0ûņĩ &E7ûĚ 7ûİĂĦ+  
GûņĂĊк+ ŁĶĦ ğņġĎĂĵ+đěļĦ.  

GOOD SAMARITAN RULE – One who assists a person 
in imminent and serious danger, though negligence of 
another cannot be charged with negligence in attempting a 
rescue. 

 ĉĵûěĵ+ Mđĸûĕĵ+ IŀĻûį- đġč ńĬ ęĎė 1ďĦûĕĸ GKûĊ ĺĸ  
 GûĹľ+ ÿĹĿā Ľĵ Ľćŀā о &đč* ęĎė GûĹľ+ üþĕý ıņėKK đņþĲ

DûħĔк+ ÿĵKûċĸ ńĬ.   

GOOD TIME – A reduction in sentenced time in custody 
as a reward for good behavior. It usually is one-third to one-
half off the maximum sentence. 

 FŀĶĕĵ+ ĺĕĊ– ăĶĄ ÿþĕļý ĺņĈĕĵ+ ŁĶĦ ķĳċĵ+ 1ďĸ ĜņĭĎā 
ĽĲŀĶĔ ĺĕĊ üþĕý &Lŀěİĵ+ 1ďĹĵ+ īěĻ K+.  
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GRAND JURY – A group of 16 to 23 citizens that listen to 
the prosecutor’s evidence of criminal allegations and decide 
whether there is probable cause to believe a person 
committed a crime and to charge them with that crime. 

 LđþĲ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ– ĺĸ ÿĭĵöĸ ÿĦŀĹĈĸ 16 Łĵ/ 23 ĺĠ/ŀĸ 
+ ûĿĸďİŅ ńĂĵ+ ÿĵ7к+ Łĵ/ IŀħĹĂĕŅ &ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ )ûĦ7к

 üĳā9+ ďį ęĎĘĵ+ Iõý 7ûİĂĦлĵ ńĬûĲ  üþĕĵ+ IûĲ /8+ /K9đİņĵ
Ľņĵ+ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ 0ûĳā9+ ÿĹĿā ĽņćŀāK &ÿŅûļć.  

GRAND THEFT – Taking and carrying away the personal 
property of another person of a value in excess of an 
amount set by law with the intent to deprive the owner or 
possessor of it permanently. 

 LđþĲ ÿįđĔ– ÿĹņį 2/8 đč* ęĎė 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ ĴİĻK Đč+ 
ÿĹù/7 19ŀěý &ûĿļĸ ûĿņļĂİĸ K+ ûĿĳĵûĸ IûĸđĊ ÿņļý &ÿİùûĬ.  

GRANTOR OR SETTLOR – The person who sets up a 
trust. 

ĵ+ ĉĻûĸ1ďĿħûĿþāûĲ K+  -ďĿĦ FđĂŅ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ĽĂņĚK ńĬ 1.  

GREAT BODILY INJURY – Injury which involves a 
substantial risk of death, serious permanent disfigurement, 
or loss of function of any part of an organ of the body.  Is a 
graver and more serious  than ordinary battery. 

 
 ÿĹņĕć ÿņĻďý ÿýûĚ+-  &2ŀĹĵ/ ĺĸ /đņþĲ  /đġč üþĕā ÿýûĚ+ 

ķĕĈĵ+ )ûĞĦ+ ĺĸ KďĦ ÿĭņģK I/ďİĬ K+ &ķù/7K đņġč ĽŅŀĘā K+. 
    

GROSS NEGLIGENCE – A negligent act(s) which is 
reckless or flagrant and which is such a departure from 
conduct of an ordinary, prudent person under the same 
circumstances as to be contrary to a proper regard for 
human life or to constitute indifference to the consequences 
of those acts.  The facts must be such that the consequences 
of the negligent act(s) could reasonably have been foreseen 
and it must appear that the death/danger to human life was 
not the result of inattention or mistaken judgment, but the 
natural and probable result of reckless or flagrantly 
negligent act. 

 57ûĬ GûĹľ+)Łļħĸ ĺĸ ÿĹĶĳĵ+ ńĬ ûĸ Ĵĳý( – ńĵûĹľ+ Dđěā 
 ńĵûþĸ đņĩK &1ûņċĵ+ ÿĸпĕĵ ńĦ/đĸ đņĩ &ĥņĤĬ &9ŀĿĂĸ

 ńĬ &ęŅđĊ &M7ûĦ IûĕĻ+ ĺĦ 9ďěŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅ оK &üį/ŀħĵõý
ÿĿýûĘĸ DKđģ. Ľþį/ŀĦ I+ ēĔ+ ŁĶĦ GûĹľк+ ĮùûİĊ Łļþā 

K ĴĚûċĵ+ 2ŀĹĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦK &ĴĹĿĹĶĵ ÿņĿŅďý/ŁĶĦ đġĎĵ+ I+ K+ 
 ÿĈņĂĻ ûĻûĲ Ĵý &õġč K+ JûþĂĻ+ HďĦ ÿĈņĂĻ ûĻŀĳŅ ķĵ 1ûņċĵ+

ĥņĤĬK 9ŀĿĂĸ ńĵûĹľ+ DđěĂĵ ÿħįŀĂĸK ÿņħņþĠ.  

GROUNDS – A foundation or basis; points relied on. ēĔ/ -ĽņĶĦ ďĹĂħŅ ?ûİĻ ';ûĔ+ K+ 1ďĦûį  .  

GUARDIAN – A person appointed by will or by law to 
assume responsibility for incompetent adults or minor 
children. If a parent dies, this will usually be the other 
parent. If both die, it probably will be a close relative. In 
Juvenile Dependency cases, once a guardian is appointed, 
dependency may be terminated. 

 ńĚK–ęĎė  Iŀĳņĵ IŀĻûİĵ+ üćŀĹý K+ &ÿņĚK ńĬ ĺņħĸ 
ĒćûĦ IûĕĻ+ ĺĦ K+ &đĚûį ĺĦ оKöĕĸ/ HûņİĶĵ öĭĲ đņĩ

Ľĕĭļý ĽāûņĵKöĕĹý. ńĚŀĵ+ IŀĳŅ &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ďĊ+ 1ûĬK GûĊ ńĬ 
ďĵ/ŀĵ+ 17ûĦ/1ûņċĵ+ ďņį ŁĶĦ ńįûþĵ+ 1. пĲ 1ûĬK GûĊ ńĬ 

 ÿý/đį ÿĶĚ /8 ûěĎė ńĚŀĵ+ IŀĳŅ I+ ĉć9к+ ĺĸ &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+
ÿİņĄK. ńĬ  ďļĦ ÿĵûĦк+ ÿņĵKöĕĸ ńĿĂļā &3/ďĊлĵ+ ÿĵûĦ/ ûŅûĞį

ńĚŀĵ+ ĺņņħā.   

GUARDIAN AD LITEM – An adult appointed by a court 
who represents a minor child or legally incompetent person.  
(See also AD LITEM). 

 ÿņĞį ńĬ ńĚK- ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ľļņħā ďėđĵ+ ĺĔ Ĩĵûý ęĎė  
 ûĻûĕĻ+ ĴąĹņĵ ńĬ ĽĕĭĻ ĴąĹņĵ Ĵľ+ đņĩ ûĻûĕĻ+ K+ /đĚûį

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.   

GUARDIANSHIP – A court proceeding where a judge 
chooses someone to care for a person under age 18 or to 
manage the minor’s estate (property), or both. In some 
states, conservatorship of an adult is called guardianship, 
but not in California.  (Compare with 
CONSERVATORSHIP.) 

ÿŅûĚK – ęĎĘý ÿŅûļħĶĵ ęĎė ĺņņħā ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2/)/đć/ 
 19/7кK Ľý ÿŅûļħĶĵK+ &ĽĲпĸ+ 19/7к K+ &đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ IK7

ûħĸ ĽĲпĸ+. ÿŅûĚK ĺņĪĵûþĵõý ÿŅûļħĵ+ ŁĹĕā 2ûŅоŀĵ+ Ĝħý ńĬ 
ûĳņĬ ńĬ ńĵ ĺĳĵK &ûĞŅ+ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵ. )0 I9ûį:  K+ ķņį ĺņņħā

;9ûĊ(   
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GUILTY – A court decision that a defendant committed a 
crime.  

 üĻĐĸ-ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ üĳā9+ ďį ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9/đį  .  

GUILTY PLEA – When a person admits in court that he or 
she is guilty of a crime. 

 üĻĐĵõý 9/đį+–ĂĦ+  ûĿĻ+ K+ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ ęĎĘĵ+ D/đ
HđĈĵ+ ńĬ ÿþĻĐĸ K+ üĻĐĸ.  

HABEAS CORPUS – The name of a writ used to bring a 
person before a court or judge to decide whether that person 
is being unlawfully denied his or her freedom. The term 
comes from Latin. 

к ķĔ+ ńùûĞį đĸ ĮņİċĂĶĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĶĵ ęĎė 9ûĞĊõý
ĽļĈĔ ÿņĻŀĻûį ńĬ.ÿņļņāо+ ÿĪĶĵ+ ĺĸ ĉĶġěĹĵ+ .  

HANDCUFFS – Chains or shackles for the hands to secure 
prisoners. 

 7ŀņį–)ûļĈĕĵ+ MďŅ+ ûĿý Ĵþĳā Gпĩ+ K+ ÿĶĕĶĔ .  

HARASSMENT – Words, gestures, and actions which tend 
to annoy, alarm, and verbally abuse another person. 

 1đĹĂĕĹĵ+ ÿİŅûĞĹĵ+–GûħĬ+ K+ 2/9ûė+ &HпĲ : ÿþĦđĸ &ÿĈĦĒĸ 
ęĎė Łĵ/ ÿúņĕĸ K+.  

HARMLESS ERROR – An error committed during a trial 
that was corrected or was not serious enough to affect the 
outcome of a trial and therefore was not sufficiently harmful 
(prejudicial) to be reversed on appeal. 

 9ûĝ đņĩ õġč– ķĂŅ ĺĳĵK ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ ĴěċŅ õġč 
 &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ÿĈņĂĻ ŁĶĦđĄöņĵ ÿņĹľ+ ĺĸ ĺĳŅ ķĵ ĽĻ+ K+ &Ľċņċěā

DûļúĂĔк+ üćŀĂĕŅ ķĵ ıĵĐĵK.  

HARVEY WAIVER – The facts, relating to a charge that 
was dismissed as part of a plea bargain, are “related to” the 
particular charge for which the minor is being sentenced 
may be considered at the time of disposition. 

 ńĬ9ûľ G:ûļā- ûĿņĶĦ ķĲûċŅ ńĂĵ+ ÿĹĿĂĵõý ÿİĶħĂĹĵ+ Įùûİċĵ+  
ûþĂĦк+ ĺņħý Đčöā &đĚûį ĺĸ ķĩđĵ+ ŁĶĦ &ķĳċĵ+ ĀįK ńĬ 9

 D/đĂĦ+ ŁĶĦ ÿĸKûĕĹĵ+ Ĵýûİĸ  ĀġİĔ/ ďį ÿĹĿĂý ĮĶħĂā ûĿĻ+
ķĿĂĹĵ+.  

HEARING – A formal court proceeding with the judge and 
opposing sides present, but no jury. 

 LŀĦ7 AûĹĕĵ ÿĕĶć– 7ŀćŀý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ÿņĹĔ9 2/)/đć+ 
:ûļĂĹĵ+ ĺņĬđġĵ+K ńĝûİĵ+ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ IKďý ĺĳĵK &ĺņĦ.  

HEARING, CONTESTED – A hearing held for the 
purpose of deciding issues or fact of law that both parties 
are disputing. 

 ÿĘįûļĸ ÿĕĶć– īĶĂč+ ÿņĻŀĻûį 7/ŀĸ K+ 9ŀĸ/ đŅđİĂĵ Hûİā ÿĕĶć 
IûĦ:ûļĂĹĵ+ IûĬđġĵ+ ûĿņĶĦ.  

HEARING DE NOVO – A full, new hearing.  1ďŅďć ÿĹĲûċĸ–/7ďĈĸ ÿņĞİĵ+ AûĹĔ .  

HEARING, PRELIMINARY – The hearing given to 
person accused of crime, by a magistrate or judge, to 
determine whether there is enough evidence to warrant the 
confinement and holding to bail the person accused. 

 ÿŅďņĿĹā ÿĕĶć- ęĎė ĥĸ ńĝûį K+ ķĲûĊ ûĿņĬ ĮİċŅ ÿĕĶć  
 JĒĈĊK ĽĭņįŀĂĵ ÿņĬûĲ ÿĵ7к+ ĀĻûĲ /8/ ûĹĦ 9đİņĵ ÿŅûļĈý ķĿĂĸ

ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ Āċā.  

HEARSAY – Statements by a witness who did not see or 
hear the incident in question, but heard about it from 
someone else. Hearsay usually can’t be used as evidence in 
court. 

 đņĪĵ+ ĺĸ ĥĹĔ ûĹý ďľûė 17ûĿė– ďľûĘĵ+ ûĿý ńĵďŅ 17ûĿė 
 JĐľK &đč* ęĎė ĺĸ ĽļĦ ĥĹĔ Ĵý &ĽħĹĕŅ K+ JđŅ ķĵ øĘý

ĴņĵďĲ Ĵþİā о 17ûĿĘĵ+.  

HEIR – A person that has the right to inherit money or 
property from someone who dies without a will. 

  ăŅ9K– ķĵK 2ûĸ ęĎė ÿĲđā ńĬ Įċĵ+ ıĶĹŅ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ 
ÿņĚK FđĂŅ.  

HIT AND RUN – Crime in which the driver of a vehicle 
leaves the scene of an accident without identifying himself 
or herself. 

 0đĿŅK HďěŅ– 37ûĊ Iûĳĸ ĺĸ 0đĿŅ MĐĵ+ Įùûĕĵ+ ÿĹŅđć 
HďĚĽĂŅŀľ ĺĦ DđħŅ I+ IK7 .  
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HITCH MOTION – A request to exclude evidence.  ĥļĸ K+ DûİŅ/ üĶĠ–ÿĵ7/ ĥļĸ K+ )ûěįк ńĻŀĻûį üĶĠ .  

HOLDING CELL – A temporary location inside a 
courthouse where prisoners are held before and after their 
court appearance. 

  ĒĈċĵ+ 1đĈĊ– IŀĈĕĹĵ+ ĒĈċŅ ăņĊ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ 1đĈĊ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ Ľĵŀąĸ ďħýK Ĵþį &ûĂįöĸ.  

HOLOGRAPHIC WILL – A handwritten will. The court 
needs to see proof of the person’s handwriting. No one has 
to witness or notarize a handwritten will. 

 ďņĵ+ ğĎý ÿýŀĂĳĸ ÿņĚK–ņĚŀĵ/ JĐľ  ďľûĘĵ 4ûĂċā о ÿ
 Ĵņĵ7 4ûĂċā ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĳĵK &Gďħĵ+ üāûĲ ĮŅďěĂĵ оK &ûĿņĶĦ

ûĿþāûĲ ğč ŀľ ğĎĵ+ I+ ĀþąŅ.  

HOME MONITORING – An alternative to imprisonment 
where an individual is confined to his or her home and 
monitored electronically. 

 GĒļĹĵ+ ńĬ ÿþį/đĸ–Ęĵ+ ĒĈĊ  ńĬ ĽĦ/ďŅк ĴŅďþĲ ĽĵĒļĸ ńĬ ęĎ
ÿņĻKđĂĳĵк+ ÿþį/đĹĵ+ Āċā ĽħĝKK &ĺĈĕĵ+.  

HOME SUPERVISION – Temporary house arrest for a 
minor while awaiting the court’s final decision.  Also used 
as punishment after the court’s final decision. 

 GĒļĹĵ+ ńĬ D/đė/– K+ 3ďċĵ+ ĒĈĊ  9ûĤĂĻõý GĒļĹĵ/ ńĬ đĚûİĵ+
 9/đį 9KďĚ ďħý 0ûİħĲ ûĞŅ+K &ńùûĿļĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9/đį

ńùûĿļĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

HOMICIDE – The unlawful killing of one human being by 
another. 

 ĴĂį–đč* ęĎĘĵ ęĎė ĺĸ ńĻŀĻûİĵ+ đņĩ ĴĂİĵ+  .  

HOSTILE WITNESS – A witness whose testimony is not 
favorable to the party who calls him or her as a witness. 
May be asked leading questions and may be cross-examined 
by the party who calls him or her to the stand. 

 7ûħĸ ďľûė– JûĦďĂĔ+ MĐĵ+ Dđġĵ+ ĉĵûĚ ńĬ ďĿĘŅ о ďľûė 
17ûĿĘĶĵ.I+ ďľûĘĵ+ /Đľ ŁĦďĂĔ+ MĐĵ+ DđġĶĵ ĺĳĹŅ    ĽćŀŅ 

Ľāûýûć/ ĖįûļŅ I+K  &ÿņć/9ďĂĔ+ K+ ÿņùûċŅ/ ÿĶúĔ+ Ľĵ.    

HUNG JURY – A jury whose members cannot agree upon 
a verdict. 

 ÿĹĕİļĸ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ- ûľ,ûĞĦ+ ĥņġĂĕŅ о ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ  
ķĳċĵ+ ńĬ 9/đį Łĵ/ GŀĚŀĵ+K ķľ)/9* ĺņý ĮņĬŀĂĵ+.  

HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION – An imaginary situation, 
using facts previously admitted into evidence, upon which 
an expert witness is permitted to give an opinion as to a 
condition resulting from the situation. 

 MđĤĻ K+ ńĝ/đĂĬ+ G/öĔ- &ńĝ/đĂĬ/ Dđģ ŁĶĦ HŀİŅ G/öĔ  
ûļýK &ÿĵ7õĲ ĀĶþį ĮùûİĊ ĽņĬ HďĎĂĕŅ đņþč ďľûĘĵ ĉĹĕŅ ĽņĶĦ )

DđĤĵ+ ĺĦ ÿĈāûļĵ/ ÿĵûċĵ+ GŀĊ ĽŅ+9 )/ďýûý.     

IDIOCY- It is the complete absence of mind that is 
generally the result of a birth defect rather than a disease.  

ĽĂĦ/ ÿľпý– ńİĶč üņĦ ÿĈņĂĻ ÿņĶİħĵ+ 19ďİĹĶĵ ĴĸûĲ I/ďİĬ 
ûĝđĸ ēņĵK.  

IGNORANCE OF FACT- The lack of knowledge of some 
fact or facts relating to the subject matter at hand.  May 
sometimes be used as a defense or ground for relief.  

 ÿİņİċĵ ĴĿć– AŀĝŀĹĵõý ĮĶħĂā ĮùûİĊ K+ ÿİņİĊ ÿĬđħĸ HďĦ 
5KđġĹĵ+.įлĵ ;ûĔõĲ K+ &AûĬďĵ+ ńĬ Ľĸ/ďĎĂĔ+ ĺĳĹŅ Aûļ.  

ILLEGAL – Against, or not authorized by law.  ńĻŀĻûį đņĩ-AKđė đņĩ K+ &IŀĻûİĵ+ ďĝ  .  

IMMINENT PERIL – Certain, immediate, and impending 
danger. 

 ıņėK đġč -7ďĿĸK M9ŀĬ &ďņĲ+ đġč  .  

IMMUNITY – A right to be excepted from duty or penalty. 
(See also PRIVILEGE.) 

ÿĻûěĊ/ ÿĦûļĸ–ÿýŀİĦ K+ üć/K ĺĸ )ûļąĂĔк+ ĮĊ . )đĤĻ+: 
:ûņĂĸ+.(  
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IMPANEL – To seat a jury. When voir dire is finished and 
both sides have exercised their challenges, the jury is 
impaneled. The jurors are sworn in and the trial is ready to 
proceed. 

ĞŅ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ GKďć ĥ-ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ üěļŅ . I+ ďħý  
 ĺņþĻûĈĵ/ пĲ Ĵþį ĺĸ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņĿĵ ĺņċėđĹĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔ/ ķĂŅ

 &ĺņĦ:ûļĂĹĵ+ĥĝŀŅ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ GKďć.  ÿúņľ )ûĞĦ+ ķĕİņĬ
ûĿā/)/đć/ đėûþĂĵ 1Ēľûć ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ĉþěāK &ĺņĹņĵ+ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+.    

IMPEACHMENT OF WITNESS – To call into question 
the truthfulness of a witness. 

 17ûĿė ńĬ ĺħĠ-17ûĿĘĵ+ ÿİņİĊ ńĬ ıĘŅ  .  

IMPLIED – Where intention is not manifested by explicit 
words, but is gathered by implication. 

 ńļĹĝ– ĺĳĵK &Hпĳĵõý ÿĊ/đĚ ÿļĶħĸ ÿņļĵ+ Iŀĳā о ûĸďļĦ 
ûļĹĝ ÿĸŀĿĭĸ.  

IMPLIED CONTRACT – A contract in which the 
promise made by on party is not expressed, but inferred by 
that party’s conduct or is implied in law. 

 ÿņļĹĝ ÿņįûĭā+- ÿļĶħĸ ÿĊ/đěý DđĠ ûĿņĬ 5đěŅ о ÿņįûĭā+  
 ĺĹĝ ûĿĻ/ K+ &ûĿāûĬđĚ ĺĸ ûĿļĦ ĆĂļĂĕŅ ĺĳĵK &ďĦK ĺĦ

IŀĻûİĵ+.  

IMPOUND – To take and keep an animal or an object in 
custody. 

09ĒŅ/ ĒĈċŅ– >đĩ Đč+ K+ &ÿþŅ9: ńĬ JĒĈĊK I/ŀņĊ Đč+ 
ĽŅďĵ JĒĈĊK.   

IMPRISONMENT – The act of putting or confining a man 
in prison, or the restraint of a man’s personal liberty. 

 ĺĈĔ-ĺĈĔ ńĬ ęĎė ĒĈĊ K+ ĥĝK  IûĕĻ+ ÿŅđĊ ďņņİā K+ &.  

INADMISSIBLE – Cannot be admitted as evidence in a 
trial or hearing. 

 Gŀþİĸ đņĩ– ÿĕĶć ńĬ K+ ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ ĴņĵďĲ Gŀþİĸ đņĩ 
ÿĹĳċĸ.  

IN CAMERA – A hearing held in the judge’s chambers or 
in a court with all spectators (including the jury) excluded. 
From the Latin that means “in chamber.” 

 ńļħāK ÿņļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ+ ĺĸ"ÿĬđĩ ńĬ " . üĂĳĸ ńĬ ďİħā ÿĕĶć 
 ÿúņľK ĺŅďľûĘĹĵ+ 9ŀĞĊ IKďý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ K+ ńĝûİĵ+

ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+.  

INCAPACITY – The lack of power or the legal ability to 
act. 

 ÿņĶľ+о–+ ÿņěĎĘĵ+ 19ďİĵ+ HďĦ DđěĂĵ+ ŁĶĦ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ K.  

INCARCERATE – To put in jail or prison.  ĺĈĕŅ–ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ ûěĎė ĥĞŅ .  

INCEST – Sexual intercourse between persons so closely 
related that marriage between them would be unlawful. 

 Łýđİĵ+ 5ûĭĔ–/KĒĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ HđċŅ ĺĸ ĺņý ńĕļĈĵ+ Gûěāк+  4
Łýđİĵ+ MK8 ĺĸ ķĿļņý.  

INCOMPETENCY – Lack of capacity to understand the 
nature and object of the proceedings, to consult with 
counsel, and to assist in preparing a defense. 

1)ûĭĲ о 'ĒĈĦ –ŁĶĦ 19ďİĵ/ HďĦ : DďľK ÿħņþĠ 0ûħņĂĔ/ 
ĸ 9KûĘĂĵ+ &ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 2/)/đćк+ ńĬ 1ďĦûĕĹĵ+K &ńĸûċĹĵ+ ĥ

AûĬďĵ+ đņĞċā.  

INCRIMINATE – To hold yourself or another person 
responsible for criminal actions. 

 HđĈŅ–ÿņùûļć GûĹĦ+ ÿņĵKöĕĸ đč* ûěĎė K+ ĽĕĭĻ ĴĹċŅ .  

INDECENT EXPOSURE – Showing private body parts in 
a lewd or indecent manner in a public place. 

 ĉĝûĬ ĜŅđħā– ÿİŅđġý &HûĦ Iûĳĸ ńĬ 19ŀħĵ+ ĺĦ īĘĳĵ+ 
ÿċĝûĬK ÿĘĊûĬ.  

INDEMNIFY – Liability for loss is shifted from one 
person held legally responsible to another. 

 >ŀħŅ- ęĎĘĵ+ đņĩ ęĎė Ĵþį ĺĸ 19ûĕč ĺĦ ĜŅŀħā ĥĬ7  
19ûĕĎĵ+ 3KďĊ ĺĦ ûņĻŀĻûį GKöĕĹĵ+.  
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INDEMNITY – An obligation to provide compensation 
(usually money) for a loss, hurt or damage. 

 ĜŅŀħĂĵ ĺņĸõā- ĜŅŀħĂĵ+ üć/K  )ńĵûĸ ĜŅŀħā 17ûĦ( ĺĦ 
9đĝ K+ L8+ &19ûĕč.  

INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR – A special kind of 
executor, permitted by the laws of certain states, who 
performs the duties of an executor without intervention by 
the court. 

 ĴİĂĕĹĵ+ ĐĭļĹĵ+ - 2ûþć/ŀý Hŀİņĵ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ Ĝħý ńĬ Ľĵ ĉĹĕŅ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ Ĵčďā IK7  ĐĭļĹĵ+.  

INDETERMINATE SENTENCE – A sentence of 
imprisonment to a specified minimum and maximum period 
of time, specifically authorized by statute, subject to 
termination by a parole board or other authorized agency 
after the prisoner has served the minimum term. 

 7ďċĸ đņĩ ķĳĊ– 1ďĸ ŁĻ7+K Łěį+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ĺĈĕĵûý ķĳĊ 
Ĺĵ+ ĴņþĔ )пč+ ûĿĵпč ĺĳĹŅ &IŀĻûİĶĵ ûİĬK &ÿýŀİħĵ+ ĽņĶĦ Hŀĳċ

 ńĞĹŅ I+ ďħý &Ĵņþĕĵ+ )пč/ ĺĦ ÿĵKöĕĹĵ+ ÿúņĿĵ+ 9/đİĵ ûİĬK
ÿýŀİħĵ+ ĺĸ ŁņĻďĵ+ 1ďĹĵ+ ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ.  

INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT (ICWA): Federal law 
to protect the integrity of Indian families. 

GûĭĠ+ <ûħĻ+ IŀĻûį/ 7ŀļĿĵ+ 7оK/– ĺņĸõĂĵ ńĵ/9ďņĬ IŀĻûį 
пùûĦ ÿĸпĔ7ŀļĿĵ+ 2.  

INDICTMENT – A formal charge by a grand jury saying 
there is enough evidence that the defendant committed the 
crime to justify having a trial.  Used primarily for felonies. 

 HûĿāк+ ÿċùо- ÿúņľ Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿņĹĔ9 19ŀěý HûĿā+ Ľņćŀā  
ĶĦ ęļŅ &LđþĲ ĺņĭĶċĸ ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ Łĵ/ đņĘā ÿņĬûĲ ÿĵ7+ 7ŀćK Ł

ĽĂĹĲûċĸ 9đþā ÿĹŅđć üĳā9+ ďį.2ûŅûļĈĵ+ ńĬ ûĔûĔ+ ĴĹħĂĕā .  

INDIGENT – A person who is poor, needy, and has no one 
to look to for support. 

 :ŀħĸ ' đņİĬ–Ĵņħĸ ĺĸ Ľĵ ēņĵK  &4ûĂċĸ &đņİĬ IûĕĻ+ .  

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLAN (IEP): Plan for a 
student who is entitled to special education services. 

īņİąā ÿġč/ 7đĬ+ ÿņýđā– 4ûņĂĊ+ Ľĵ ĐņĹĶĂĵ ÿņĬûİĄ 2ûĸďč ķŅďİā
=ûč.  

INDORSEMENT – That which is written on the back of a 
negotiable instrument.  It is also used with reference to 
writs, insurance policies, certificates of stocks, etc. 

 đņņĈā–GK/ďĂĶĵ Ĵýûį ďļĂĕĸ đĿģ ŁĶĦ üĂĳŅ ûĸ . ĴĹħĂĕā 
 2/7ûĿėK &ĺņĸõĂĵ+ ęĵ/ŀý ńĬ &ÿņùûĞİĵ+ đĸ/Kк+ ńĬ ûĞŅ+

Čĵ/ &ķĿĔк+.  

IN FORMA PAUPERIS – When the court says a person 
does not have to pay a filing fee because the person can’t 
afford it.  In Latin, means “in the manner of a pauper.” 

 ńļħāK ÿņļņāпĵ+ ĺĸ"đņİĭĵ+ ÿİŅđĠ ŁĶĦ" - ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĉĹĕā  
 ĴĹċĂŅ о ûĿħĬ/9 Iк LŀĦ7 E/9K+ ķŅďİā HŀĔ9 ĥĬ7 Hďħý

ûĿħĬ7.  

INFORMANT – An undisclosed person who confidentially 
discloses material information of a crime to the police, 
which is usually done in exchange for a reward or special 
treatment. 

 đþĎĸ- &17ûĦ &ÿĹŅđć ĺĦ 2ûĸŀĶħĹý ûŅđĔ ÿĠđĘĵ+ đþĎŅ ĺĸ  
ÿĚûč ÿĶĸûħĸ K+ 1Ēùûć Ĵýûİĸ.  

INFORMATION – A written accusation charging a person 
with a crime. It is presented in court by a prosecuting 
officer under oath and does not come from a grand jury.  

 ÿŅ9ûþč+-ÿŅûļć 0ûĳā9ûý ęĎė Łĵ/ Ľćŀā ÿŅđŅđċā ÿĹĿā  . 
 ÿúņľ ĺĦ ēņĵK &īĶċĸ )ûĦ7+ 9ŀĸõĸ ĺĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ 9ďěā

LđþĲ ĺņĭĶċĸ.  

INFRACTION – A minor violation of a law, contract, or 
right that is not a misdemeanor or a felony and can’t be 
punished by time in prison. Minor traffic offenses are 
generally considered infractions. 

 IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĭĵûĎĸ– FûĿĂĻ+ K+ &IŀĻûİĶĵ đņġč đņĩ FûĿĂĻ+ 
ďİĦ/оK ÿŅûļć K+ ÿċļć đþĂħŅ о &ĮĊ K+ &ÿņįûĭā/ ĺĳĹŅ 

ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ ĽĂþįûħĸ. JĐľ ĺĹĝ ĥİā đņĕĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀĬ  2ûĭĵûĎĸ  
ÿúĭĵ+.  
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INHABITED – Act of residing actually and permanently in 
a given place or dwelling.  Synonymous with domicile, 
dwell, live, sojourn. 

 ĺĳĕŅ–7ďċĸ Iûĳĸ ńĬ ńĹù/ďĵ+K ńĶħĭĵ+ GKĒļĵ+ .ķņİŅ . ĖņħŅ 
ńĬ.  

INHABITED DWELLING – A structure which is 
currently used as a residence whether occupied or not.  
Courts flexibly interpret this term.  It is still inhabited even 
if the occupants are temporarily absent.  

 ÿĸûį+ ĺĳĕĸ–IûĲ )/ŀĔ GĒļĹĲ ûņĵûĊ ĴĹħĂĕĸ )ûļý  K+ оŀľõĸ 
о. đþĂħĂĬ  &đņþħĂĵ+ /Đľ đņĕĭā ńĬ ÿĻKđĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĴĹħĂĕā 

ûĂįöĸ ĺņþùûĩ J,оĒĻ IûĲ ŀĵK ŁĂĊ оŀľõĸ ĺĳĕĹĵ+.  

INHERITANCE TAX – A state tax on property that an 
heir or beneficiary under a will receives from a deceased 
person’s estate. The heir or beneficiary pays this tax. 

 3/đņĹĵ+ ÿþŅđĝ– ńĂĵ+ Fпĸк+ ŁĶĦ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ûĿĝđĭā ÿþŅđĝ 
ńĬŀĂĹĵ+ ÿĲđā ĺĸ ďņĭĂĕĹĵ+ K+ ăŅ9ŀĵ+ Łĵ/ GKöā. ÿþŅđĞĵ+ ĥĬďŅ 

ďņĭļĕĹĵ+ K+ ăŅ9ŀĵ+.  

INITIAL APPEARANCE – In criminal law, the hearing at 
which a judge determines whether there is sufficient 
evidence against a person charged with a crime to hold him 
or her for trial. The Constitution bans secret accusations, so 
initial appearances are public unless the defendant asks 
otherwise; the accused must be present, though he or she 
usually does not offer evidence. Also called FIRST 
APPEARANCE. 

 ÿņùďþĹĵ+ ÿĕĶĈĵ+– ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďāK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ ńĵKк+ GŀąĹĵ+. 
 /8/ ûĹĦ ńĝûİĵ+ ûĿņĬ 9đİŅ ÿĕĶć ďİĦ ķĂŅ &ńùûļĈĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ńĬ
 ĜþİĶĵ ÿņĬûĲ  &ÿŅûļĈý ķĿĂĸ ęĎė ďĝ ÿĸďİĹĵ/ ÿĵ7к+ ĀĻûĲ

ĽĂĹĲûċĹĵ ĽņĶĦ.ûĿāк+  ĥļĹŅ 9ŀĂĔďĵ+ I+  ıĵĐĵ &ÿŅđĕĵ+ 2ûĸ
 L/9 ķĿĂĹĶĵ ĺĳŅ ķĵ ûĸ üħĘĵ+ ÿĸûħĵ ÿĊŀĂĭĸ ÿĕĶĈĵ+ Iŀĳā

đč*. HďİŅ о ĽļĳĵK &ÿĕĶĈĵ+ ńĬ /7ŀćŀĸ IŀĳŅ I/ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ  
ÿĵ7+.    

INJUNCTION – A court order that says a defendant can’t 
perform, or must perform, a specific act.  (See 
RESTRAINING ORDER.) 

 Mďņņİā ńùûĞį đĸ+– &ĺĦ ĽħļĹŅ ķĿĂĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸ+ 
ĺņħĸ ĴĹħý Hûņİĵ+ &ĽĸĒĶŅ K+ . )đĤĻ+: ńċþĲ đĸ/ĥĻûĸ(  

IN LOCO PARENTIS – Latin meaning “in the place of 
the parent.” Refers to actions of a custodian, guardian, or 
other person acting in the parent’s place. 

 ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ Hûİĸ K+ Iûĳĸ ńĬ–GûĹĦ+ Łĵ/ đņĘā : &ĺĝûċĵ+ 
ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ Hûİĸ HŀİŅ ęĎė M+ K+ &ńĚŀĵ+.  

INMATE – A person confined to a prison, penitentiary, or 
jail. 

 ĴŅĒĻ-ńĬ :ŀĈċĹĵ+  :ēþĊ K+ &ÿņĊпĚ+ &ĺĈĔ .  

INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY – A belief in 
the American legal system which states that all people 
accused of a criminal act are considered not to have 
committed the crime until the evidence leaves no doubt in 
the mind of the court or the jury that the accused did or did 
not commit the crime. 

Ļ/7+ Āþąā ŁĂĊ .đý ĽĂ- ńĳŅđĸк+ IŀĻûİĵ+ HûĤĻ ńĬ üľĐĸ  
 ÿņùûļć ûŅûĞį ńĬ ĺņĹĿĂĹĵ+ ;ûļĵ+ ĥņĹć I+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ

 I+ IKďý ÿĵ7к+ Āþąā ŁĂĊ HđĈĵ+ /ŀþĳāđŅ ķĵ ķĿĻ+ ĺņýŀĕċĸ
 I+ ŁĶĦ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ đĳĬ ńĬ ıė M/ FđĂā

ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ üĳāđŅ ķĵ ĽĻ+ K+ &üĳā9+ ďį ķĿĂĹĵ+.  

IN PERSONAM – An act or proceeding done or directed 
against or with reference to a specific person. 

 ÿņěĎė LŀĦ7–ĺņħĸ ęĎė ŁĶĦ ÿĸûİĸ .  

IN PROPIA PERSONA (IN PRO PER) – When a person 
represents himself or herself without a lawyer. This comes 
from the Latin for “in one’s own proper person.” (See also 
PRO PER AND PRO SE.) 

 ĽěĎė 2/Đý–ńĸûċĸ IKďý ĽĕĭĻ ĺĦ ęĎė ĥĬ/đĂŅ ûĸďļĦ . 
  )ÿņļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ+ ĺĸ ûĿĶĚ+.(   

IN REM – A procedural term used to designate 
proceedings or actions instituted against the thing in 
contrast to actions instituted IN PERSONAM or against the 
person. 

 ÿņļņĦ LŀĦ7-G+ ēĳħý &øė ďĝ ÿĸûİĸ  ÿņěĎĘĵ+ LŀĦ7.  
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INSANITY PLEA – A claim by a defendant that he or she 
lacks the soundness of mind required by law to accept 
responsibility for a criminal act. 

 IŀļĈĵ/ )ûĦ7+–+ ŁĶĦ ķĿĂĹĵ+ )ûĦ7+  ÿņĶİħĵ+ ÿċěĵ+ ęįûĻ ĽĻ
ńùûļć ĴĹĦ ĺĦ оKöĕĸ Iŀĳņĵ IŀĻûİĵ+ üćŀĹý ÿýŀĶġĹĵ+.  

INSTRUCTIONS – The explanation of constitutional 
rights given by a judge to a defendant. 

 2ûĹņĶħĂĵ+ -ķĿĂĹĶĵ ÿŅ9ŀĂĔďĵ+ Eŀİċĵ+ ńĝûİĵ+ 5đė  .  

INTANGIBLE ASSETS – Property that you own, but do 
not physically have. For example, stocks, bonds, bank 
accounts, copyrights, patents, etc. 

 ÿņĕĊ đņĩ Fпĸ+– IÿĔŀĹĶĸ đņĩ ûĿļĳĵK ûĿĳĶĹā G/ŀĸ+ 
 &đĘļĵ+K ĥþġĵ+ EŀİĊK &ÿņĬđěĸ 2ûýûĕĊK &2/ďļĕĵ+K &ķĿĔкõĲ

Čĵ/ &A/đĂč/ 1)/đýK.  

INTENT – The purpose to use a particular means to bring 
about a certain result. 

 ÿņļĵ+–ÿļņħĸ ÿĈņĂĻ ĮņİċĂĵ ÿĶņĔK H/ďĎĂĔ/ ńĬ DďĿĵ+ .  

INTENT TO DEFRAUD –To have in mind a purpose to 
cheat or trick someone. For example, purposely writing a 
bad check.  

 üĶĕĵ+ ŁĶĦ ÿņļĵ+–ńĬ đĳĭĵ+ ĽŅďĵ IŀĳŅ I+  A/ďč K+ Ėĩ 
Ľĵ ďņĚ9 о ûĳņė /ďĹĦ  üĂĳŅ IõĲ &ęĎė.  

INTER ALIA – Among other things. Lđč+ )ûņė+ ĺĹĝ.  

INTER VIVOS GIFT – A gift made during the giver’s 
life. 

 ńċĵ+ ÿþľ–1ûņċĵ+ ďņį ŁĶĦ ûĿþĊûĚ IŀĳŅ Łġħā ÿŅďľ .  

INTER VIVOS TRUST – A trust made while the owner is 
still alive. Another name for a living trust. 

 ńċĵ+ ÿŅûĚK K+ 1ďĿĦ–1ûņċĵ+ ďņį ŁĶĦ ûĿþĊûĚ IŀĳŅ . 
 ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďāKÿņĊ ÿŅûĚK K+ 1ďĿĦ.  

INTERLINEATIONS – The act of writing between the 
lines of a document. 

  ÿņĘċā - ÿİņĄŀĵ+ K+ ďļĂĕĹĵ+đġĔ+ ĺņý ÿýûĂĳĵ+.  

INTERLOCUTORY – Provisional; not final. An 
interlocutory appeal concerns only a part of the issues raised 
in a lawsuit. (Compare to DECREE.) 

 Āįöĸ -ńùûĿĻ đņĩ &ńĠđė  . DûļúĂĔк+ ĮĶħĂŅ ĀįöĹĵ+ )ĒĈý 
)ûĞİĶĵ ÿĦŀĬđĹĵ+ ÿņĞİĵ+ ĺĸ. )0 I9ûį: HŀĔđĸ .(  

INTERPLEADER – When two or more people say they 
have a claim to the same thing held by a third party. The 
third party may force them to go to trial with each other to 
settle their dispute. 

 ÿņĦđĬ LŀĦ7 ńĬ ńĝûİĂĹĵ+–  Įċĵ+ đąĲ+ K+ IûěĎė ŁĦ7+ /8+
 Dđġĵ+ /Đĵ ĺĳĹŅ &ăĵûĄ DđĠ 1:ûņċý øņė ńĬ ûĹĿĸĒĶŅ I+

ķĿļņý A/Ēļĵ+ Ĵċĵ )ûĞİĵ+ Łĵ+ )ŀĈĶĵõý.   

INTERPRETER – A person who is certified as being able 
to translate, orally or in writing, spoken or sign language 
into the common language of the court. 

 ķćđĂĸ- ÿĪĵ ÿĹćđā ŁĶĦ 97ûį ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ ęčđĸ ęĎė  
ĹĳċĹĵ+2/9ûėк+ ÿĪĵ ńĬ K+ ûŅđŅđċā &ûņĿĭė &ÿ,  

INTERROGATORIES – Written questions asked by one 
party in a lawsuit for which the opposing party must answer 
them in writing. 

 0/ŀĈĂĔ+ ÿį9K– &ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ ĮŅđĬ Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿýŀĂĳĸ ÿĶúĔ+ 
ûņġč ûĿņĶĦ 7đĵ+ đčи+ ĮŅđĭĵ+ ĺĸ 0ŀĶġĹĵ+.  

INTERVENOR – A person who voluntarily interrupts in 
an action or other proceeding with the leave of the court. 

 LŀĦ7 ńĬ ĴčďĂĸ– &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ I8õý &AŀġĂŅ ęĎė 
ÿņĞį ńĬ ĴčďĂĶĵ.  

INTERVENTION – An action by which a third person 
who may be affected by a lawsuit is permitted to become a 
party to the suit. Differs from the process of becoming an 
AMICUS CURIAE. 

ÿņĞį ńĬ Ĵčďā – ńĬ ûĬđĠ ĉþěŅ Iõý Ľĵ ĉĹĕŅ ęĎė 
ĽņĶĦ đņĄõā ÿņĞİĶĵ Iк &ÿņĞİĵ+. ĺĦ )/đćк+ /Đľ īĶĂĎŅ  ĮŅďĚ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  
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INTESTACY LAWS – See DESCENT AND 
DISTRIBUTION STATUTES. 

ńĚŀĸпĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀį. ĽħŅ:ŀāK 3/đņĹĵ+ 2ûħŅđĘā đĤĻ+.  

INTESTATE – To die without making a will or leaving 
instructions for disposal of your property after death. (See 
TESTATE.) 

 ÿņĚK пý– ĥŅ:ŀā ńĬ 2ûĹņĶħā K+ &ÿņĚK FđĂŅ ķĵ ęĎė 1ûĬK 
ĽāûĬK ďħý ĽĂĲđā. )+đĤĻ: ÿņĚK üāûĲ.(  

INTESTATE SUCCESSION – The process by which the 
property of a person who has died without a will passes on 
to others according to state law.  

 ÿņĚK пý 3/đņĸ– üĂĳŅ ķĵK ńĬŀā ęĎė ÿĲđā ĥŅ:ŀā )/đć+ 
 üćŀĹý Įċĵ+ ĽņĬ ķĿĵ ĺŅĐĵ+ =ûĎėк+ ŁĶĦ &ÿņĚKIŀĻûİĵ+.  

INTOXICATION – A diminished ability to act with full 
mental and physical capabilities because of alcohol or drug 
consumption; drunkenness. 

ķĹĕā/ ÿĵûĹĄ – ÿņĶİĦ īùûģŀý  Hûņİĵ+ ŁĶĦ 19ďİĹĵ/ IûěİĻ 
2/9ďĎĹĵ+ K+ Gŀċĳĵ+ GKûļā üþĕý  &ÿŅďĕćK+.   

INTRODUCTORY INSTRUCTIONS – Pre-trial 
admonitions or statements by judge or other court official 
that explain to the jury, lawyers, and/ or audience their 
duties, and obligations during court proceedings.  

ÿņĵпĿĂĔк+ 2ûĿņþļĂĵ+ – ńĝûİĵ+ ûĿĿćŀŅ 2ûĻûņý K+ 2/đŅĐċā 
 K+ &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Łĵ/ &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ .ďý Ĵþį &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9ŀĸõĸ

K &ĺņĸûċĹĵ+/ Gпč ķĿāûĸ/ĒĂĵ+K ķĿāûþć/K 5đĘā 9ŀĞċĵ+ K+
ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+.    

INVESTIGATION – A legal inquiry to discover and 
collect facts concerning a certain matter. 

Įņİċā/ đċā –K &ÿņĞİý ÿİĶħĂĹĵ+ Įùûİċĵ+ )ûěİĂĔ/  &ûĿħĹć
IŀĻûİĵ+ üćŀĹý.  

INVOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER – The unlawful 
killing of a human being in which there is no intention to 
kill or do grievous bodily harm, but that is committed with 
criminal negligence or during the commission of a crime 
not included within the felony murder rule. (Also called 
negligent manslaughter.) 

MďĹĦ đņĩ ĴĂį-  ÿņĻ IKďý üĳā9+ &ęĎĘĵ AKđĘĸ đņĩ ĴĂį 
 üþĕý ĴěĊ ĽļĳĵK &ķņĕć ńĻďý 9đĝ üþĕā ńĬ K+ &ĴĂİĵ+ ńĬ
 ĴĂİĵ+ IŀĻûį ńĬ 9ŀĲĐĸ đņĩ HđĈý Hûņİĵ+ Gпč K+ &ńùûļć GûĹľ+

ńùûļĈĵ+. )ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅ:к+ üþĕý ĴĂį GûĹľ.(     

INVOLUNTARY INTOXICATION – The ingestion of 
alcohol or drugs against one’s will or without ones 
knowledge.  This may be used as an affirmative defense to a 
criminal negligence charge. 

 ńĦŀĠ đņĩÿĵûĹĄ K+ ķĹĕā– ďĝ 2/9ďĎĸ K+ GŀċĲ GKûļā 
ý K+ &Ľā7/9+ĽĂĬđħĸ IKď. AûĬďĲ ÿĵûċĵ+ JĐľ H/ďĎĂĔ+ ĺĳĹŅ 

ńùûļć GûĹľ+ ÿĹĿā ńĬ ďņĲ+.  

IRRELEVANT – Evidence not sufficiently related to the 
matter at issue. 

 AŀĝŀĹĵõý Ľĵ ÿįпĦ о–AŀĝŀĹĵõý ÿņĬûĲ ÿįпĦ Ľĵ ēņĵ Ĵņĵ7 .  

IRREVOCABLE TRUST – A trust that cannot be 
changed or cancelled after it is made.  

 ÿņùûĿĻ ÿŅûĚK K+ 17ďĿĦ–)ûĪĵк+ K+ đņņĪĂĶĵ ÿĵûį đņĩ  

ISSUE – 1) The disputed point in a disagreement between 
parties in a lawsuit. 2) To send out officially, as when a 
court issues an order. 

1- )ķĔõĲ(  AŀĝŀĸĞį ńĬ ĺņĬđġĵ+ ĺņý A/Ēļĵ+ÿņ. 2- )ĴħĭĲ( 
 9ďěŅпąĸ &ûņĹĔ9:/9/đį ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9ďěā .  

JAIL – A place of confinement that is more than a police 
station and less than a prison. It is usually used to hold 
persons convicted of misdemeanors or persons awaiting 
trial. 

 ēþĊ–ĵ+ =ûĎėк+ ĒĈċĵ Iûĳĸ  ńĬ ĺŅĐĵ+ K+ &ÿċļĈý ĺņĹĿĂĹ
ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ 9ûĤĂĻ+.ĺĈĔ ĺĸ đĪĚ+K &ÿĠđĘĵ+ đĭĎĸ ĺĸ đþĲ+ ŀľ . 

   

JEOPARDY – Risk to a defendant of possible conviction 
and punishment.  In a criminal case, the defendant is usually 
said to be “in jeopardy” after the preliminary hearing has 
taken place and the jury has been sworn in. 

 ķĿĂĹý ĮņċĹĵ+ đġĎĵ+– ÿýŀİħĵ/ G/ĒĻ/K ĽĂĻ/7+ ÿņĻûĳĸ/ ńĬ đġĎĵ+ 
Ľý. ĀĿĂĻ/ ûĹĵûĊ đġč ńĬ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĉþěŅ &ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ 

ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Ĵþį ĺĸ ĺņĹņĵ+ IûĭĶĊ ķāK &ÿņù/ďþĵ+ ÿĸûĳċĹĵ+.  
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JOHNSON MOTION – A motion to discuss grand jury 
indictment.  

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ/ ÿúņľ Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿĸďİĹĵ+ HûĿāк+ ÿċùо ÿĘįûļĸ üĶĠ
Lđþĳĵ+.  

JOIN – To unite, to combine, to enter into an alliance. Łĵ/ ķĞļŅ 'ĥĹĈŅ 'ďĊŀŅ 'ķĞŅ.  

JOINDER – Generally, a bringing or joining together. For 
example, plaintiff’s joining in a suit, or a joining of actions 
or defense. 

 HûĹĞĻ/ K+ ĥĹć K+ ķĝ– Łĵ/ HûĹĞĻк+ K+ ûħĸ ĥĹĈĵ/ . 
AûĬďĵ/ K+ &ûŅûĞİĵ+ ĥĹć K+  &ÿņĞį ńĵ/ ńĦďĸ HûĹĞĻõĲ.  

JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY – A legal doctrine 
that makes each of the parties who are responsible for an 
injury liable for all the damages awarded in a lawsuit if the 
other parties responsible cannot pay. 

 17ďħĂĹĵ/K ÿĲđĂĘĹĵ/ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+- ńĻŀĻûį üľĐĸ  
 ÿýûĚ/ 3KďĊ ĺĦ ÿĵKöĕĹĵ+ D/đĠк+ ĺĸ DđĠ M+K ĴĲ ĴħĈŅ

 ûņĻŀĻûį оKöĕĸùûĞį LŀĦ7 ńĬ ÿĊŀļĹĹĵ/ đùûĕĎĵ+ ĥņĹć ĺĦ ÿņ
ĥĬďĵûý Hûņİĵ/ ĺĸ ĺĳĹĂā ķĵ Lđčк+ D/đĠк+ I+ ÿĵûĊ ńĬ.  

JOINT TENANCY – When two or more people own 
something and have rights of survivorship. This means that 
if one tenant dies, his or her share goes to the other tenants. 

 ÿĲđĂĘĸ Fпĸ+-ûěĎė ıĶĹŅ ûĸďļĦ   ăņċý &ûúņė đąĲ+ K+ I
ķľďĊ+ 2ŀĸ ďħý Ľý Įċĵ+ ķĿĵ IŀĳŅ. ķľďĊ+ 2ûĸ /8+ ĽĻ+ ńļħŅ 

ĺŅđčи/ Łĵ/ ĽĂěĊ üľĐā.  

JOINT VENTURE – An association of persons jointly 
undertaking some commercial enterprise. Unlike a 
partnership, a joint venture does not entail a continuing 
relationship among the parties. 

 FđĂĘĸ AKđĘĸ– AKđĘĸ ńĬ FđĂĘā =ûĎėк+ ĺĸ ÿĦûĹć 
M9ûĈā. &ÿĲđĘĵ/ Dпč ŁĶĦ  FđĂĘĹĵ+ AKđĘĹĵ/ HĒĶĂĕŅ о

ÿĲđĂĘĹĵ+ D/đĠк+ ĺņý ÿįпħĵ+ ÿŅ9/đĹĂĔ/.  

JOYRIDING – Illegally taking an automobile without 
intent to deprive the owner permanently of the vehicle, 
often involving reckless driving. 

 19ûņĕĵûý ÿľĒĻ– đņĩ ĺĸK ĽĂįöĸ 1đĂĭĵ đč* ęĎė 19ûņĔ Đč+ 
 ûľĐč+ MĐĵ/ Ĵþį ĺĸ ûĿā7ûņį ĒņĹĂā 17ûĦK &ûĿļĸ ĽĻûĸđĊ ńĬ ÿņĻ

1оûþĹĵ/ HďĦK 9ŀĿĂĵûý.  

JUDGE – An elected or appointed public official with 
authority to hear and decide cases in a court of law. 

ńĝûį –ûĿņĬ 9/đį 8ûĎā/K ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ LŀĦ7 AûĹĕĵ ĺņħĹĵ+ .  

JUDGMENT (JUDGEMENT) – The judge’s final 
decision in a case. It says how much the person who lost has 
to pay the person who won, and when. Sometimes, you can 
change part of the judgment with a hearing.  

 ķĳċĵ+)Dûĳĵ+ ĺņĳĕāK )ûċĵ+ ķĞý( – ńĬ ńùûĿļĵ+ ńĝûİĵ+ 9/đį 
ÿņĞį. ęĎĘĵ+ Ĵþį &H ĽħĬ7 üćŀĂĹĵ+ ĨĶþĹĵ+ ÿĹņį ĽņĬ ęļŅ 

ĉý/đĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ Łĵ/ LŀĦďĵ+ đĔûĎĵ+. )Ēć đņņĪā đĔûĎĶĵ ĺĳĹŅ 
ÿĹĳċĸ ÿĕĶć ńĬ ķĳċĵ+ ĺĸ.   

JUDGMENT CREDITOR – The person who wins the 
case. 

 Ľĵ HŀĳċĹĵ+ ĺù/ďĵ+–LŀĦďĵ+ ĉý9 MĐĵ+ ĺù/ďĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ .   

JUDGMENT DEBTOR – The person who loses the case.  ĽņĶĦ HŀĳċĹĵ+ ĺŅďĹĵ+–LŀĦďĵ/ đĕč MĐĵ+ ĺŅďĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ/ . 
  

JUDICIAL COUNCIL – The constitutionally mandated 
body responsible for improving the administration of justice 
in the state. The council is made up of judges, court 
executives, attorneys, and legislators.  It was established to 
standardize court administration, practice, and procedure by 
adopting and enforcing court rules. 

úņľ ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿŅ9ûĘĂĔ+ÿ– ÿĵKöĕĸ IŀĳĂĵ ûŅ9ŀĂĔ7 ÿĝŀĭĸ ÿúņľ 
ÿņĵďħĵ+ 19/7к+ ĺņĕċā ĺĦ.1ûĞį ĺĸ ÿĻŀĳĸ ÿúņĿĵ+ JĐľK   &

ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ńĬ ĺņŅĐņĭļā ĺņĭģŀĸĺņĦđĘĸK &ĺņĸûċĸ &. ďįK 
ÿŅŀĕĂĵ ÿúņĿĵ/ JĐľ ĀĕĔ+: &IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿļĿĸ ÿĵK/Ēĸ &ķĲûċĹĵ+ 19/7/ 

 ĮņþġāK ńļþā ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 2/)/đćк+K ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀį  

JUDICIAL NOTICE – A court’s recognition of the truth 
of basic facts without formal evidence. 

 ÿĹĳċĸ JûþĂĻ+– IK7 ÿņĔûĔ/ ĮùûİĊ ÿċěĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ F/97+  
ÿņĹĔ9 ÿļņý Łĵ/ ÿćûċĵ+.  
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JUDICIAL OFFICER – Judges, referees, and 
commissioners who make court decisions as a judge. 

 ńùûĞį īģŀĸ- 2/9/đį IKĐĎĂŅ IŀĝŀĭĸK &HûĳĊ &1ûĞį  
ńĝûİĵõĲ.  

JUDICIAL REVIEW – The authority of a court to review 
the official actions of other branches of government. Also, 
the authority to declare unconstitutional the actions of other 
branches. 

 ÿņùûĞį ÿħć/đĸ– ÿņĹĔ9 GûĹĦ+ ÿħć/đĸ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿġĶĔ  
ÿĸŀĳċĵ/ ĺĸ Lđč+ AKđĬ ńĬ MđĈā. ĉŅđěĂĵûý ûĿĂġĶĔ ûĞŅ+K  

ÿŅ9ŀĂĔ7 đņĩ Lđčк+ AKđĭĵ/ ńĬ ÿņĹĔđĵ+ GûĹĦк+ I+ ŁĶĦ.  

JURAT – Certificate of officer or person before whom 
writing was sworn to. The clause written at the foot of an 
affidavit, stating where, when, and before whom the 
affidavit was sworn.  

 17ûĬ/ ŁĶĦ ĺņĹņĵ+ IûĭĶĊ Ľĸûĸ+ ķā ęĎė K+ 9ŀĸõĸ 17ûĿė
ÿņġč. ĀįK đĲĐŅ ķĕİý :Ēħĸ 9/đį/ ĴĭĔ+ ńĬ DûĞĹĵ/ ďļþĵ/ 

IûĭĶċĵ+ ķā MĐĵ/ ęĎĘĵ/K &9/đįк/ ĴĦ ĺņĹņĵ/ IûĭĶĊ IûĳĸK 
Ľĸûĸ+.  

JURISDICTION – (1) The legal authority of a court to 
hear and decide a case. (2) The geographic area over which 
the court has authority to decide cases. (3) the territory, 
subject matter, or persons over which lawful authority may 
be exercised by a court. 

 ÿņùûĞį 7KďĊ K+ ÿġĶĔ–  )1( ńĬ ÿĦKđĘĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿġĶĔ 
ûĿņĬ ķĳċĵ/K LŀĦ7 AûĹĔ. )2( ĥİā ńĂĵ+ ÿņĬ/đĪĈĵ+ ÿİġļĹĵ+ 

ûľûŅûĞį ńĬ ķĳċĵ/ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 8ŀĭĻ Āċā. )3( &ÿİġļĹĵ+ 
ÿĹĳċĸ ÿġĶĔ 8ŀĭĻ Āċā IŀħİŅ =ûĎė/ K+ &Aŀĝŀĸ.  

JURISDICTIONAL HEARINGS – A hearing at which 
the court determines whether the child falls within the 
jurisdiction of the juvenile court. 

 ÿņùûĞİĵ+ ÿġĶĕĵ+ ďŅďċā ÿĕĶć– ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ûĿņĬ 7ďċā ÿĕĶć 
 ÿġĶĔ Āċā ĥİā 3ďĊ ÿĹĲûċĸ ĀĻûĲ /8/ ûĹĦ3/ďĊк/ ÿĹĳċĸ.  

JURISPRUDENCE – The study of law and the structure of 
the legal system. 

ńĻŀĻûİĵ+ HûĤļĵ+ üņĲđāK IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĔ/97.  

JUROR – Member of the jury. ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ńĬ ŀĞĦ.  

JUROR, ALTERNATE – Additional juror impaneled in 
case of sickness or disability of another juror. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ńĬ ĴŅďý ŀĞĦ– ĴċŅ ÿúņĿĵ+ ńĬ ńĬûĝ+ ŀĞĦ 
ĴċĸJĒĈĦ K+ Ľĝđĸ ÿĵûĊ ńĬ &đč* ŀĞĦ .  

JURY – A group of citizens picked according to law and 
authorized to decide a case. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ- ûİĬK IK9ûĂĎŅ ĺņļĠ/ŀĹĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĦŀĹĈĸ  
ÿņĞį ńĬ /K9đİņĵ IŀĻûİĶĵ.  

JURY BOX – The specific place in the courtroom where 
the jury sits during the trial. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ĺĲ9– ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿĦûį ńĬ 7ďċĹĵ+ IûĳĹĵ+ 
ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ )ûļĄ+ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ńľ ;ŀĶĈĵ.  

JURY COMMISSIONER – The local official responsible 
for giving the court lists of qualified potential jurors. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ 0Kďļĸ–Ĺĵ+ ńĶċĹĵ+ 9ŀĸõĹĵ+  )ûġĦ+ ĺĦ GKöĕ
&ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņĿĵ ĺņĶľöĹĵ+ ĺņċėđĹĵ+ )ûĹĔõý ĉù/ŀĵ  &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

JURY FOREMAN – The juror who is in charge of the jury 
during deliberations and speaks for the jury in court when 
announcing the verdict. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ēņù9–ņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ĺĦ GKöĕĹĵ+ ŀĞħĵ+  Gпč ĺ
 ķĿĶĚŀā Lďĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ ĺĦ ÿýûņļĵõý ķĶĳĂŅK )ûĞĦк+ GK/ďā

9/đį Łĵ/.  

JURY, HUNG – A jury which is unable to agree on a 
verdict after a suitable period of deliberation. 

 ÿĹĕİļĸ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ– ŁĶĦ AûĹćк+ ûľ,ûĞĦ+ ĥņġĂĕŅ о 
ĂĶĵ üĔûļĹĵ+ Āįŀĵ+ 9Kđĸ ďħý 9/đįGK/ď.  

JURY INSTRUCTIONS – Directions that the judge gives 
the jury right before they decide a case. They tell the jury 
what laws apply to that particular case. 

 ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ 2ûĹņĶħā- ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņĿĵ ńĝûİĵ+ 2ûĹņĶħā  
ĵ+ 7/ŀĹĵ+ GŀĊ &GK/ďĂĵ+ /KďþŅ I+ Ĵþį оûĊ ÿİĶħĂĹĵ+ ÿņĻŀĻûİ

ÿņĞİĵõý.  
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JURY TRIAL – A trial that is heard and decided by a jury.   ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿļĈĵ ÿĹĲûċĸ– ÿļĈĵ ûĿņĬ ĴěĭāK ûĿħĹĕā ÿĹĲûċĸ 
ĺņĭĶċĸ.  

JUSTIFICATION – A lawful or sufficient reason for one’s 
acts or omissions.  A defense of justification is a showing of 
a sufficient reason for an action by defendant.  For example, 
in an assault prosecution against a defendant, a justification 
would be that the violence was necessary. 

 đŅđþā–Ľý Hûņİĵ+ ĴĹľ+ K+ üĳā9+ ĴĹħĵ ńĬûĲ K+ ńĻŀĻûį 9đþĸ . 
 ŁĶĦ đŅđþĂĵ+ AûĬ7 HŀİŅķĿĂĹĵ+ Ľþĳā9+ ĴĹħĵ ńĬûĲ 9đþĸ 9ûĿģ+. 

пąĸ: )/ďĂĦк+ 9đþŅ  &ķĿĂĹĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ īļħĵ+ H/ďĎĂĔ/ 19Kđĝ 
Ľþĳā9+ MĐĵ+.  

JUSTIFIABLE – Issues and claims capable of being 
properly examined in court. 

 JđŅđþā ĺĳĹĸ– ńĬ ÿİùпĵ+ ÿĔ/9ďĵ+ ĮċĂĕā ûŅûĞįK Ĵùûĕĸ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE – The intentional killing of 
another human being without any evil design, and under 
such circumstances of necessity or duty as render the act 
proper, and relieve the party from any shadow of blame.     

9đþĹĵ+ ĴĂİĵ+-č* ûěĎė ĴĂį ęĎė ĺĦ HŀĶĵ+ ĥĬ9    &/ďĹĦ /đ
 &ķņĄ+ ķņĹěā IK7 ĺĳĵK &ÿĹĩđĸ DKđģ Āċā K+ üć/ŀĵ ÿŅ7õā

ûþĔûļĸ ĽĶĹĦ đþĂĦûĬ.  

JUVENILE – A person under 18 years old. (See also 
MINOR.) 

 3ďĊ–đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ IK7 ęĎė . )đĤĻ+: đĚûį.(  

JUVENILE COURT – Part of the Superior Court that 
handles delinquency and dependency cases involving 
minors. 

 3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ– ĉļć ûŅûĞį Ćĵûħā ûņĶħĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ķĕį 
ĺŅđĚûİĵ+ ÿĵûĦ+K.  

JUVENILE HALL – The facility where juvenile offenders 
are held in custody. 

 3/ďĊк+ ēþĊ–IŀĻûİĶĵ ĺņĭĵûĎĹĵ+ 3/ďĊк+ ĒĈċĵ Iûĳĸ .  

JUVENILE WAIVER – A procedure by which a charge(s) 
against a minor is transferred from a juvenile to circuit 
court. 

 3/ďĊк+ ĴŅŀċā– &ķĿā K+ ÿĹĿā ĴŅŀċā ĽþćŀĹý ķĂŅ )/đć+ 
ÿŅ9K7 ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ 3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĸ &đĚûį Łĵ/ ÿĿćŀĸ.  

KIDNAPPING – The taking or detaining of a person 
against his or her will and without lawful authority. 

 īġĎĵ+-Đč+  ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿġĶĔ IKďý JĒĈĊK  &1ŀļĦ ęĎĘĵ+.  

KEEPER – An officer that the court appoints to be 
responsible for money or property legally seized in 
connection with a pending case. 

ĺņĸк+ –Ľļņħā 9ŀĸõĸ  G/ŀĸ+ ĺĦ оKöĕĸ Iŀĳņĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 
ďħý ķĕċā ķĵ ÿņĞį ńĬ ûĿņĶĦ ĒĈċĵ+ ķā Fпĸ+K.  

KNOWINGLY – With knowledge, willfully or 
intentionally with respect to a material element of an 
offense. 

 ÿĬđħĹý– đĚûļħĵ/ ÿĬđħĹýK &17/9к+ Ĵĸûĳý K+ /ďĹĦ MďħĂĵ+  
ÿņĔûĔк+.    

LACKING CAPACITY – Lacking qualification, 
competency, power or fitness.  Being incapable of giving 
legal consent.  Lack of fundamental ability to be 
accountable for actions.  

ÿņĶľк+ H7ûĦ-ÿįûņĶĵ+ K+ 19ďİĵ+ &1)ûĭĳĵ+ &2пľ/ŀĹĵ+ ĽěİļŅ  . 
9/đįõý )о7лĵ öĭĲ đņĩ ĽĻŀĲńĻŀĻûį . ÿņĔûĔк+ 19ďİĹĵ+ HďĦ 
ĽĵûħĬ+ ĺĦ оKöĕĸ ĽĶħĈĵ.  

LARCENY – Stealing or theft. ÿįđĔ.  

LAW – Combination of rules and principles of conduct 
made known by legislative authority, derived from court 
decisions, and established by local custom. 

IŀĻûİĵ/ –ĸ  ĺĸ 1ďĹĂĕĸ &ÿŅ9/7к+ ēĔк/K HûĳĊк+ ĺĸ ÿĦŀĹĈ
 ÿġĶĕĵ+ Lďĵ ÿĬKđħĸK  &ûņĶċĸ ûĿý ĴĸûħĂĸK &ķĲûċĹĵ+ 2/9/đį

 ÿņħŅđĘĂĵ+ 
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LAW AND MOTION – A setting before a judge at which 
time a variety of motions, pleas, sentencing, orders to show 
cause or procedural requests may be presented. Normally, 
evidence is not taken. Defendants must be present. 

 Ĝù/đħĵ+K IŀĻûİĵ+– ÿĦŀĹĈĸ ńĝûİĵ/ Hûĸ+ ûĿņĬ ĥĝŀŅ ÿĕĶć 
ĺĸ ÿĦŀļĸ: &0ûþĔ/ >đħĵ 2ûþĶĠK 'HûĳĊ+ '2/9/đį+ '2ûĊ/đĂį+ 

 ŁĶĦK &ûĿņĬ >đħā о ÿĵ7к+ ĺĳĵK &2/)/đćк+ GŀĊ 2ûþĶĠ K+
ĝûĊ IŀĳŅ I+ ķĿĂĹĵ+/đ.  

LAW CLERKS – Persons trained in the law who assist 
judges in researching legal opinions. 

IŀņĻŀĻûį 0ûĂĲ – 1ďĦûĕĹĵ IŀĻûİĵ+ ńĬ Iŀý9ďĸ =ûĎė+ 
ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 2ûŅđĤļĵ+ ăċý ńĬ ńĝûİĵ+.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENT – A sworn peace officer 
with legal authorization to arrest individuals under 
suspicion of breaking the law. 

 IŀĻûİĵ+ Įņþġā ńĬ >ŀĭĸ ĴņĲK– Ľĵ īĶċĸ ĺĸ+ ğýûĝ 
 /ŀįđč ķĿĻ+ ķĿý ĽþĂĘŅ 7/đĬ+ ŁĶĦ Ĝþİĵ+ )ûİĵõý ÿņĊпěĵ+

IŀĻûİĵ+.  

LAWSUIT – An action between two or more persons in the 
courts of law, not a criminal matter. 

Ħ7 ÿņùûĞį 1ŀ- đąĲ+ K+ ĺņěĎė ĺņý &ÿņùûļć đņĩ &ÿņĞį  
ûĿņĬ )ûĞİĶĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ĥĬđā.  

LAY PERSON – One not trained in law.  M7ûĦ ęĎė-IŀĻûİĵõý 09ďĸ đņĩ ńļħŅ  .  

LEADING QUESTION – A question which instructs the 
witness how to answer or puts words in his mouth. Suggests 
to the witness the desired answer. 

ńļņİĶā G/öĔ – K+ &0/ŀĈĵ+ ÿņĭņĲ ďľûĘĶĵ ĺņþŅ MĐĵ+ G/öĕĵ+ 
ÿýûĈŅлĵ ÿýŀĶġĹĵ+ 2ûĹĶĳĵ+ ĽĹĬ ńĬ ĥĞŅ. 5đĂİŅ MĐĵ+ G/öĕĵ+ 

7ŀĘļĹĵ+ 0/ŀĈĵ+.  

LEASE – An agreement for renting real property. Usually 
written and for a specific amount of time. 

 9ûĈŅ/- ÿļņħĸ 1ďĹĵK /9đċĸ 17ûĦ IŀĳŅ &ÿņĳĶĸ 9ûĈúĂĔ/ ďİĦ  
Āįŀĵ+ ĺĸ.  

LEGAL AID – Professional legal services available usually 
to persons or organizations unable to afford such services. 

 ÿņĻŀĻûį 1ďĦûĕĸ– 1đĬŀĂĸ &ĺņņļĿĸ ĺĸ ÿņĻŀĻûį 2ûĸďč 
K+ =ûĎėк2ûĸďĎĵ+ ıĶā Ĵąĸ ĺņĸõā IŀħņġĂĕŅ о 2ûĹĤļĸ .  

LENIENCY – Recommendation for a sentence less than 
the maximum allowed. 

 ĺņĵ/ Ĵľûĕā– ÿć9ďĵ+ ĺĸ Ĵį+ Iŀĳņĵ ķĳċĵ+ īņĭĎā ńĬ ÿņĚŀā 
ûĿý HŀĳċĹĵ+ Lŀěİĵ+.  

LESSER INCLUDED OFFENSE – A crime composed of 
some, but not all, of the elements of a greater crime; 
commission of the greater crime automatically includes 
commission of the lesser included offense. 

 ğĕý/ ńļĹĝ Hđć– ĺĳĵK đþĲк+ HđĈĵ+ đĚûļĦ Ĝħý Ľĵ Hđć 
ûĿĶĲ Āĕņĵ. Hđć 0ûĳā9+ ûņùûİĶā ĴĹĘŅ đþĲ+ Hđć 0ûĳā9+ 

ğĕý+.  

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION – Legal document 
issued by a court that shows an administrator’s legal right to 
take control of assets in the deceased person’s name. 

 ÿĲđā đŅďĸ ĺņņħā  ÿİņĄK- ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĦ 9ďěā ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿİņĄK  
 Fпĸ+ ğþĝ ńĬ &>ŀĭĸ đŅďĹĵ  &ÿņĦđĘĵ+ Eŀİċĵ+ ûĿņĬ đĿĤā

ėńĬŀĂĸ ęĎ.  

LETTERS OF CONSERVATORSHIP – A court paper 
that states that the conservator is authorized to act on the 
conservatee’s behalf. Also called “Letters.” 

;9ûĊ K+ ķņį ĺņņħā  ÿİņĄK -  - ĺĦ 9ďěā ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿİņĄK  
ûĹņį ûĿņĬ GŀĎā ÿĹĳċĹĵ+/ĵ+ ķĔûý DđěĂĵ+ ûĔ9ûĊ ęĎĘ

ĽļĦ GöĕĹĵ+.  

LETTERS OF GUARDIANSHIP – The instrument by 
which a person is empowered to take charge of the person 
and/or estate of minors and insane or incompetent persons, 
whenever necessary or convenient. 

 ńĚK ĺņņħā ÿİņĄK–ńĬ & оKöĕĸ Iŀĳņĵ ęĎė ĜŅŀĭā  ĺņĊ 
 ĺĦ K+ &JŀĂħĸ ęĎė ĺĦ K+ &ĽĲпĸ+ ĺĦK đĚûį ĺĦ &ÿćûċĵ+

ĽĕĭĻ ĺĦ оKöĕĸ Iŀĳņĵ öĭĲ đņĩ ęĎė.  



Legal Glossary 
ûĿņĻûħĸK ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ/ 2ûĹĶĳĵ/ 7đĕĸ 

60

LETTERS ROGATORY – A formal communication, in 
writing, sent by a court in which an action is pending to a 
court or judge of a foreign country, requesting that the 
testimony of a witness who lives within the jurisdiction of 
the foreign court may be taken under its direction and 
transmitted to the first court for use in the pending action. 

 ÿņĵK7 ;ûĹĂĵ+ ÿİņĄK–  &ÿņĶċĸ ÿĹĳċĸ ûĿĶĔđā ÿņĹĔ9 ÿİņĄK 
 ńĝûį Łĵ/ &ÿİĶħĸ ÿņĞį ûĿŅďĵ ďĶý ńĬ Lđč+ ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ+ K+

 ďľûė 17ûĿė Đčõā K+ ĐčõŅ I+ ûĿļĸ K+ Ľļĸ ÿĕĹĂĶĸ &ńþļć+
Ľāđù/7 ńĬ ķņİĸ/ ûĿņĵ/ ûĿĶĔđā K+ ĽĶĔđŅ I+K &ÿņùûĞİĵ+ ûľ

ûĿĸûĸ+ 19ŀĤļĹĵ+ LŀĦďĵ+ ńĬ ûĿý ĺņħĂĕĂĵ.   

LETTERS TESTAMENTARY – Legal document issued 
by a court that shows an executor’s legal right to take 
control of assets in the deceased person’s name. 

ÿņĚK Đņĭļā đĸ+ - - đĿĤā ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĦ 9ďěā ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿİņĄK  
 ęĎė Fпĸ+ ğþĝ ńĬ &ÿņĚK ĐĭļĹĵ &ÿņĦđĘĵ+ Eŀİċĵ+ ûĿņĬ

ńĬŀĂĸ.  

LEVY – To obtain money by legal process through seizure 
and/or sale of property. 

ĴěċŅ/ ńþĈŅ -K ĒĈĊ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ GûĹĵ+ )ûĭĂĔ/  /Fпĸ+ ĥņý K+.  

LEWD CONDUCT – Behavior that is obscene, lustful, 
indecent, vulgar. 

 ĮĔûĬ FŀĶĔ–GĐĂþĸK &ķĘĂċĸ đņĩ &ńĻ/ŀĿė &ĖĊûĬ Dđěā .  

LIABILITY – Legal debts and obligations.  ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿņĵKöĕĸ-ŀŅ7K 2ûĸ/ĒĂĵ/  ÿņĻŀĻûį I.  

LIABLE – Legally responsible.  ûņĻŀĻûį GKöĕĸ.  

LIBEL – False and malicious material that is written or 
published that harms a person’s reputation. See 
DEFAMATION. 

đņĿĘā K+ 5ďį – K+ ÿýûĂĲ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ęĎė ÿħĹĔ Łĵ/ 1)ûĔк+ 
ĽļĦ I1đĲûĸK ÿý8ûĲ 9ŀĸ/ đĘĻ.  

LIE DETECTOR – A machine which records by a needle 
on a graph varying emotional disturbances when answering 
questions truly or falsely, as indicated by fluctuations in 
blood pressure, respiration, or perspiration. 

 0Đĳĵ+ īĘĲ ÿĵ*-ĴĈĕā 1đý/ ŁĶĦ MŀĂċā ÿĵ*   ķĔ9 ŁĶĦ 
 ûĿĵ >đħĂŅ ńĂĵ+ 2ûćûĦĒĻк+K ÿņĭĠûħĵ+ 2/đņĪĂĵ+ ńĻûņý

 ĺĦ &Ľĵ ÿĿćŀĹĵ+ ÿĶúĔк+ ŁĶĦ ûýĐĲ H+ ûįďĚ 7đŅ ĺņĊ ęĎĘĵ+
Ľįđħā K+ &Ľĕĭļā &Ľĸ7 ğĪĝ 2ûþĶİā ĮŅđĠ.  

LIEN – The right to keep a debtor’s property from being 
sold or transferred until the debtor pays what he or she 
owes. 

 ĺľ9– I+ Łĵ/ ĽāûĳĶĂĹĸ ĴŅŀċā K+ ĥņý ĺĸ IŀŅďĹĵ+ ĥļĸ ĮĊ  
ĽĻŀŅ7 7ďĕŅ.  

LIFE IMPRISONMENT – A type of sentence where the 
convicted criminal is ordered to spend the rest of his or her 
life in prison. 

 1ûņċĵ+ Lďĸ ĺĈĔ -ņĞĹā ńĬ ĽĂĻ/7+ ĀĂþĄ ĺĸ ÿýŀİĦ  ûĸ ÿ
ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ ĽāûņĊ ĺĸ Łİþā.  

LIMINE – A motion requesting that the court not allow 
certain evidence that might prejudice the jury. 

 /Ēņċā üþĕā I+ ĺĳĹŅ ÿĵ7õý 5ûĹĕĵ+ Hďħý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ üĶĠ
ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Lďĵ.   

LIMINE MOTION – A pretrial motion requesting the 
court to prohibit opposing counsel from referring to or 
offering evidence on matters. 

 Hûċĸ ĥļĸ Łĵ/ ûľŀĦďŅ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ .ďý Ĵþį ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ üĶĠ
ûĿņĵ/ 19ûėк+ K+ ÿļņħĸ ÿĵ7+ ķŅďİā ĺĸ ķěĎĵ+.  

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS – The time period imposed 
by law to bring an action in court. (Example—statutes of 
limitation) 

 ûŅûĞİĵ+ ĺĸ: ďŅďċā- ûĿĵпč üĈŅ IŀĻûİĵ+ ûĿĝđĭŅ ÿņļĸ: 1ďĸ  
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ LŀĦďĵ+ ĥĬ9. )пąĸ:ńĝûİĂĵ+ ĉŅďċā IŀĻûį (  

LIMITED ACTION – A civil action in which recovery of 
less than a certain amount (as specified by statute) is sought. 
Simplified rules of procedure are used in such actions. 

 17Kďċĸ LŀĦ7- üĵûġĹĵ+ ĨĶþĹĵ+ ûĿņĬ LďħĂŅ о ÿņĻďĸ LŀĦ7 
 ûļņħĸ /ďĊ Ľý)HŀĔđĹĵ ûİĬK .( 2/)/đć+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ JĐľ ķĳċā 

ÿġĕþĸ.  
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LIMITED JURISDICTION – Refers to courts that are 
limited in the types of criminal and civil cases they may 
hear. For example, traffic violations generally are heard by 
limited jurisdiction courts. 

7Kďċĸ )ûĞį – ÿņĦŀĻ ŁĶĦ 19ŀěİĹĵ+ ķĲûċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ đņĘŅ 
ûĿņĬ đĤļā ńĂĵ+ ÿņĻďĹĵ+K ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ĺĸ 17ďċĸ.пąĸ : 

 ĺņĻ/ŀį ÿĸđĊ FûĿĂĻ+7Kďċĸ )ûĞį 2/8 ķĲûċĸ ĽĹĳċā đņĕĵ+.  

LINEUP – A police identification procedure by which the 
suspect to a crime is exhibited, along with others, before the 
victim or witness to determine if the victim or witness can 
identify the suspect as the person who committed the crime. 

 ĺņľŀþĘĹĵ+ īĚ– ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ &Ľý ĽþĂĘĹĵ+ ÿŅŀĿĵ ÿĠđĘĵ/ ďŅďċā 
 K+ ÿņċĞĵ+ Hûĸ+ &ĺŅđč* ĺņľŀþĘĸ ĥĸ ďĊ/K īĚ ńĬ ĽĝđĦ
 ŁĶĦ DđħĂĵ+ ĥņġĂĕŅ ďľûĘĵ+ K+ ÿņċĞĵ+ Iõý ďĲõĂĶĵ ďľûĘĵ+

ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ üĳā9+ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+.  

LIS PENDENS – A pending suit. ÿİĶħĸ ÿņĞį.  

LITIGANT – A party, or side involved in a lawsuit.  ńĝûİĂĸ-LŀĦ7 ńĬ ?9ŀĂĸ  üĻûć K+ DđĠ  .  

LITIGATION – A case, controversy, or lawsuit.  1ûĝûİĸ–ÿņùûĞį LŀĦ7 &1đģûļĸ &ÿņĞį .  

LIVING TRUST – A trust set up and in effect during the 
lifetime of the person. Also called inter vivos trust. 

 ÿņĊ ÿŅûĚK K+ 1ďĿĦ–ęĎĘĵ/ 1ûņĊ ńĬ ĴĹħā . ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďāK 
ńċĵ+ ÿŅûĚK K+ 1ďĿĦ.  

LOCALITY DISCRIMINATION – Those either giving 
undue preference to any locality or subjecting it to undue 
prejudice. 

 Iûĳĸ ĒņņĹā– ĽĦûĞč+ K+ & ÿĠđĭĸ ÿņĶĞĬ+ Iûĳĸ )ûġĦ+ 
ćк?đĭĸ Dûċ.   

LOCAL RULES – A set of rules you have to follow to 
start a court case. Every county and court has different local 
rules. 

ÿņĶċĸ ÿĹĤĻ+ -  ÿĹĳċĸ ĴĲK ÿħĠûİĸ Ĵĳĵ ûĿĂĹĤĻ+ÿņĶċĹĵ+ .  

LOCUS DELICTI – The place of the offense. AûĬďĵ+ Iûĳĸ.  

LOITERING – To stand idly around, particularly in a 
public place. 

 ĥĳĕā–HûĦ Iûĳĸ ńĬ ûĚŀěč ĴĹĦ IKďý Dŀįŀĵ+ .  

LYNCHING – Putting a person to death, usually by 
hanging, without legal authority. 

ÿņĦđė ÿġĶĔ IKďý ĮļĘĵõý H/ďĦо+.  

MAGISTRATE – Judicial officer with the power to issue 
arrest warrants. 

ńùûĞį īģŀĸ - đĸ+ 9/ďĚ+ ńĬ ÿġĶĔ Ľĵ ńùûĞį īģŀĸ  
īņįŀā.  

MAKE OR DRAW – To cause to exist.  To fashion or 
produce in legal form. To prepare a draft; to compose and 
write out in due form, such as a deed, contract, complaint, 
answer, petition, etc.     

ķĔđŅ K+ īĵöŅ - ăħþŅ  )ŁĶĦ.( E/9K+ 48ŀĹĻ øĘļŅ K+ đņĪŅ 
ÿņĻŀĻûį.Ĵąĸ 48ŀĹĻ ńĬ üĂĳŅK īĵöŅ '17ŀĕĸ đĞċŅ : ÿİņĄK 

Čĵ/ &;ûĹĂĵ+ &0/ŀć &Lŀĳė &ďİĦ &ÿŅ9ûİĦ ÿņĳĶĸ ĴİĻ.   

MALFEASANCE – Performance of an act that should not 
have been done at all. 

ĸ ĴħĬ 9ŀĤċ–ĽĂþĵ+ ĽĶĹĦ üĈŅ о ĴĹħý Hûņİĵ+ .  

MALICE – Ill will, hatred, or hostility by one person 
toward another which may prompt the intentional doing of a 
wrongful act without legal justification or excuse. 

ďİĊ/ đĳĸ -   ęĎė ĺĸ ÿņù/ďĦ K+ &ÿņľ/đĲ &M7K đņĩ 9ŀħė
ā ĴĹĦ ŁĶĦ ďĹħĂĹĵ+ H/ďįк/ ŁĶĦ JĒĭċŅ ûĹĸ &đč* ęĎė JûĈ

ńĦđė 9đþĸ K+ üþĔ IKďý ńĦđė đņĩ.  

MALICE AFORETHOUGHT – Intending to kill another 
person or intending to do an act with knowledge that it is 
dangerous to human life. 

ďĹħĂĸ đĳĸ – ÿņļĵ+ K+ &ęĎė ĴĂį ŁĶĦ ÿņļĵ+ H/ďįк+ ńĶĦ 
1ûņċĵ+ ŁĶĦ đġč ĽņĬ I/ ûĹĵûĦ ĴĹĦ ŁĶĦ  
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MALICIOUS MISCHIEF – Willful destruction of 
property, from actual ill will or resentment toward its owner 
or possessor. 

 ďĹħĂĸ L8+- K+ ńù/ďĦ 9ŀħė ĽþþĔ ďĹħĂĸ 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ üŅđĎā  
 JďŅ ĥĝ/K ĺĸ K+ ûĿĳĵûĸ ŀċĻ )ûņĂĔ+ĽņĶĦ.  

MALICIOUS PROSECUTION – An action with the 
intention of injuring the defendant and without probable 
cause, and which terminates in favor of the person 
prosecuted. 

 đĲûĸ )ûĦ7+- üþĔ IK7 ķĿĂĹĵ+ )/ĐŅ/ /ďĹħĂĸ ÿņĞį ĥĬ9  
ĎĘĵ+ ĉĵûĚ ńĬ ÿņĞİĵ+ ĴħĈŅ ûĹĸ &ĴĹĂċĸĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+ ę.  

MALICIOUSLY – To annoy, or injure another, or an 
intent to do a wrongful act, and may consist in direct 
intention to injure, or in reckless disregard of another’s 
rights  

/ďįûĊ//đĲûĸ  – H/ďįк+ ŁĶĦ LŀļŅ K+ &ûěĎė M8öŅ K+ &ĆĦĒŅ 
đė đņĩ ĴĹĦ ŁĶĦ ńĬ 9ŀĿĂĸ ĴľûĈā K+ &1)ûĔк+ ÿņĻ ĽņĬ ńĦ
đč* ęĎė EŀİĊ.   

MALPRACTICE – Violation of a professional duty to act 
with reasonable care and in good faith without fraud or 
collusion. This term is usually applied to such conduct by 
doctors, lawyers, or accountants. 

 ńļĿĸ Dđěā öĔ– Łĵ/ ńĦ/ďĵ+ ńļĿĹĵ+ üć/ŀĵ+ ÿĸđĊ FûĿĂĻ+ 
öĠ/ŀā K+ A/ďč IKďýK ÿņĻ ĺĕċýK Gŀİħĸ JûþĂĻõý ĴĹħĵ+. ĮþġļŅ 

ĺņþĔûċĹĵ+ K+ &ĺņĸûċĹĵ+ &)ûþĠк+ FŀĶĔ ŁĶĦ /Đľ DđěĂĵ+ öĔ.  

MANDAMUS – A writ issued by a court ordering a public 
official to perform an act. 

 đĸ+Ņ ĴĹħý HûņİĶĵ ńĸŀĳĊ GKöĕĸ Łĵ/ ûņĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĦ 9ďě
ĺņħĸ.  

MANDATE – A judicial command or order proceeding 
from a court or judicial officer, directing the proper officer 
to enforce a judgment, sentence, or decree. 

 ńĹĔ9 đĸ+–Ħ K+ ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĦ 97ûĚ đĸ+ K+ &ńùûĞį đĸ+  ĺ
 9/đį ĐņĭļĂĵ īĶĳĹĵ+ 9ŀĸõĹĵ+ Łĵ/ Ľćŀĸ &ńùûĞį īģŀĸ

HŀĔđĸ K+ &ķĳĊ &ÿĹĳċĸ.  

MANDATORY – Required, ordered.  ńĸ/Ēĵ/–Ľý đĸ+ &M9ûþć+ .  

MANSLAUGHTER, INVOLUNTARY – Unlawful 
killing of another, without malice, when the death is caused 
by some other unlawful act not usually expected to result in 
great bodily harm. 

 ďĹħĂĸ đņĩ ĴĂį- ĴĹĦ ĺĦ ĆĂĻ &ÿņĻ IKďý &AKđĘĸ đņĩ ĴĂį 
 ÿŅďĕć ÿýûĚ+ GŀěĊ Ľļĸ ĥįŀĂĸ ĺĳŅ ķĵ &AKđĘĸ đņĩ đč*

ÿĹņĕć.  

MANSLAUGHTER, VOLUNTARY – Unlawful killing 
of another, without malice, when the act is committed with 
a sudden extreme emotional impulse. 

 ďĹħĂĸ đņĩ M7/9/ đņĩ ĴĂį– &ÿņĻ IKďý &AKđĘĸ đņĩ ĴĂį 
ďù/: ńĭĠûĦ đņĄõā ĀĎā ûņùûĈĬ üĳā9/.  

MARIJUANA – “Cannabis” is an annual herb having 
angular rough stem and deeply lobed leaves.  It is an illegal 
drug commonly used through smoke inhalation or ingestion, 
the use of which results in prolonged intoxication.  Any 
person who cultivates, transports, or possesses marijuana, 
for personal use or sale, is guilty of a crime, unless they can 
assert a proper defense. 

 ÿĘņĘĊ–  &EûĘļĂĔк+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ĴĹħĂĕŅ &AKđĘĸ đņĩ 9ďĎĸ
ÿĶŅŀĠ 1ďĹĵ ĽĵûĹħĂĔ+ ďħý ûĹĹĕā üþĕņŅK &ķĭĵ+ ńĬ GKûļĂĵ+ K+. 

 ûľ:ŀċŅ K+ &ûĿĶİļŅ K+ &ÿĘņĘċĵ+ A9ĒŅ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ đþĂħŅ
Gŀþİĸ 9đþĸ ďņĲõā ÿĵûĊ ńĬ о/ &IŀĻûİĵ+ Hûĸ+ ûþĻĐĸ.    

MARIJUANA, defense of compassionate use – The 
cultivation, transportation, or possession of marijuana is 
lawful for compassionate use under certain circumstances, 
such as when its medical use is deemed appropriate by a 
physician and has been recommended by the physician 
orally or in writing, provided it is for the personal use of the 
patient and it is a reasonable amount.      

 ķņĊđĵ+ GûĹħĂĔк+ AûĬ7K &ÿĘņĘċĵ+- ÿĦ/9Ēý IŀĻûİĵ+ ĉĹĕŅ  
 ķņĊđĵ+ GûĹħĂĔк+ DďĿĵ+ IûĲ /8+ ûĿā:ûņĊK &ûĿĶİĻK &ÿĘņĘċĵ+
 üņþĠ ĺĸ ÿýŀĂĳĸ ÿņþĠ ÿņĭĚK Iŀĳā IõĲ &ÿļņħĸ DKđģ ńĬ

ûĹħĂĔк Iŀĳā I+ ?đĘýÿĵŀİħĸ ÿņĹĲ ńĬK ńěĎĘĵ+ ĜŅđĹĵ+ G.  
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MARSDEN MOTION – A minor who is represented by 
appointed counsel requests the Court to remove the attorney 
and appoint new counsel if the minor’s right to effective 
counsel would be substantially impaired by continuing with 
the original attorney. 

 ŀćđŅ  &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĺņħĸ ńĸûċĸ ĽĶąĹŅ &đĚûį Ľý HďİĂŅ üĶĠ
 ûņĸûċĸ Ľĵ ĺņħāK 9ŀĲĐĹĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵ+ đņĪā I/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĽņĬ

 ŁĶĦ ûþĶĔ đĄöņĔ ńĵûċĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵ+ ĥĸ J,ûİý IûĲ /8/ &/đč*
ĽįŀİĊ.  

MASSIAH MOTION-A motion to exclude fraudulently 
obtained confessions. 

A/ďĎĵ+ đņĩ ÿİŅđġý ûĿņĶĦ Gŀěċĵ+ ķā 2ûĬ/đĂĦ/ 7ûħý+ üĶĠ.  

MASTER – An attorney who is appointed by the judges of 
a circuit court with the approval of the Chief Judge of the 
Court of Appeals, to conduct hearings and to make finding 
of facts, conclusions of law, and recommendations as to an 
appropriate order. 

 1ûĞį ēņù9 ÿİĬ/ŀĹý &ÿŅ9K7 ÿĹĳċĸ 1ûĞį ĽļņħŅ ńĸûċĸ
 ĥĶġĂĕŅK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 2ûĕĶć 7ŀİņĵ &ÿņĬûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+

ńùûĞİĵ+ HûĤļĵ+ üćŀĂĕŅ ûĹĲ 2ûņĚŀĂĵ+K &ĺņĻ/ŀİĵ+K &Įùûİċĵ+.  

MATERIAL EVIDENCE – That quality of evidence 
which tends to influence the judge and/or jury because of its 
logical connection with the issue. 

ńĔûĔ+ Ĵņĵ7 -K ńĝûİĵ+ ŁĶĦ đņĄõĂĵ+ ŁĶĦ 19ďİĵ+ Ľĵ Ĵņĵ7  / K+
ÿņĞİĵõý ÿņİġļĹĵ+ ĽĂįпĦ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ŁĶĦ.   

MATERIAL WITNESS – In criminal trial, a witness 
whose testimony is crucial to either the defense or 
prosecution. 

 ńĔûĔ+ ďľûė– &ĺņĬđġĵ+ ĺĸ Mк ÿĹĔûĊ Ľā7ûĿė Iŀĳā ďľûė  
)ûĦ7к+ H+ AûĬďĵ+ IûĲ )/ŀĔ  &ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ.  

MAYHEM – A malicious injury which disables or 
disfigures another. 

ù/7 ûĿŅŀĘā K+ /ĒĈĦ üþĕā ÿĹŅđćûĹ.   

MEDIATION – A process in which people that are having 
a dispute are helped by a neutral person to communicate so 
they can reach a settlement acceptable to both.  

 ğĔŀā– ĺņĦ:ûļĂĸ ĺņěĎė ĺņý ďŅûċĸ DđĠ Ĵčďā 
 ńĝđā ÿŅŀĕā Łĵ/ GŀĚŀĵ+K ĴĚ/ŀĂĵ+ ŁĶĦ ûĹĿāďĦûĕĹĵûĹľпĲ.  

MEMORANDUM OF COSTS – A certified, itemized 
statement of the amount of costs after judgment. 

 īŅ9ûěĹĵ+ 1đĲĐĸ- Ĩĵûþĸ ńĬ ĴņĚûĭā MŀċŅ &Eďěĸ Iûņý  
ķĳċĵ+ ďħý &īŅ9ûěĹĵ/.  

MEMORIALIZED – To mark by observation in writing.  1đĲ/Đĸ-ÿĤĊпĹĵ+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ IKďŅ  .  

MENACE – A threat; the declaration or show of a 
disposition or determination to inflict an evil or injury upon 
another. 

 ďņĦK &ďŅďĿā- Ľņćŀā ńĬ &ÿĦĒĻ 9ûĿģ+ K+ &HĒĦ ĺĦ ĉŅđěā  
đč* ęĎė Łĵ+ đņġč ÿýûĚ+.  

MENS REA – The “guilty mind” necessary to establish 
criminal responsibility. 

 ńĸ/đć+ đĳĬ- ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+ 2ûþĄк M9KđĞĵ+ ńĸ/đćк+ đņĳĭĂĵ+  
HđĈĵ/ ńĬ.  

MENTAL HEALTH – The wellness of a person’s state of 
mind. 

 ÿņĶİħĵ+ ÿċěĵ+-ęĎĘĵ+ Lďĵ đņĳĭĂĵ+ ÿĸпĔ  .  
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MENTAL INCAPACITY –Where a person is found to be 
incapable of understanding and acting with discretion in the 
ordinary affairs of life due to a loss of reasoning faculties. 

 ÿņĶİħĵ+ ÿņĶľк+ K+ ÿċěĵ+ H/ďħĻ/-  ŁĶĦ ęĎĘĵ+ 19ďİĸ HďĦ  
 I/ďİĬ üþĕý &ĴİħĂý DđěĂĵ+K ÿŅ7ûħĵ+ 1ûņċĵ+ 9ŀĸ+ ÿĬûĲ ķĿĬ

ĒņņĹĂĵ+K đņĳĭĂĵ/ 2ûĳĶĸ.  

MENTAL STATE – Capacity or condition of one’s mind 
in terms of ability to do or not to do a certain act. 

 ÿņĶİħĵ+ ÿĵûċĵ+– ûĸK üĈŅ ûĸ ĒņņĹā ńĬ ĽāûņĻûĳĸ/K đĳĭĵ+ ÿįûĠ 
ĽĶĹĦ üĈŅ о.   

MERITS – A decision “on the merits” is one that reaches 
the right(s) of a party, as distinguished from disposition of a 
case on a ground not reaching the right(s) raised in an 
action. 

 EûİċĂĔ/ K+ 19/ďć– 9/đİĵ+ I+ GûİŅ ûĸďļĦ " ńļþĸ ŁĶĦ
EûİċĂĔк+ K+ 19/ďĈĵ+" ńĬđĠ ďĊ+ EŀİĊ I+ Łĵ/ đņĘŅ ıĵĐĬ 

 2ûþĄ+ Hďħĵ ÿņĞİĵ/ ĜĬđĵ /ĒņņĹā ıĵ8K &ĀĂþĄ+ ďį ÿņĞİĵ+
İċĵ+ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ 19ûąĹĵ+ Eŀ.  

MINOR – A child under the age of 18 years. (See also 
JUVENILE). 

 đĚûį-đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ Āċā ŀľ ĺĸ  . )ûĞŅ+ đĤĻ+: 3ďċĵ+(  

MINUTE ORDER – Document prepared by the clerk 
recording the orders of the clerk. 

đĸ/Kк+ ĺŅKďā –ûĿņĶĦ ĴĈĕŅ ÿİņĄK   đĸ/K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ 
ûľĒĈļŅ I+ ĽņĶĦ.  

MIRANDA RIGHTS – Requirement that police tell a 
person who is arrested or questioned their constitutional 
rights before they question him or her: specifically, the right 
to remain silent; that any statement made may be used 
against him or her; the right to an attorney; and if the person 
cannot afford an attorney, one will be appointed if he or she 
desires. 

/ďĻđņĸ EŀİĊ – DŀįŀĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ/ ĥĶġā I+ ÿĠđĘĵ+ ŁĶĦ üĈŅ 
Ľý/ŀĈĂĔõý 1đėûþĹĵ+ Ĵþį ÿŅ9ŀĂĔďĵ+ ĽįŀİĊ ŁĶĦ 0ŀĈĕĹĵ+ K+: 

ĽİĊ &ûĚŀěč ĺĳĹŅ Ľý 5đěŅ HпĲ L+ I/K  &ûĂĸûĚ ŁİþŅ Iõý 
 JďļĦ ĺĳŅ ķĵ I/K &ĽļĦ ûņĸûċĸ ĴĲŀŅ Iõý ĽİĊK &Jďĝ ĽĵûĹħĂĔ+
 üĩ9 /8+ Ľĵ ńĸûċĸ ĺņņħā ĺĳĹŅ &ńĸûċĸ ĴņĲŀĂĵ 2ûņĻûĳĸк+

ıĵ8 ńĬ.  

MIRANDA WARNING – See MIRANDA RIGHTS.  /ďĻđņĸ Ľņþļā–đĤĻ+ : /ďĻđņĸ EŀİĊ.  

MISDEMEANOR – A crime that can be punished by up to 
one year in jail. 

 ÿċļć -ēþċĵ+ ńĬ ÿļĔ ĽýûİĦ LďħĂŅ о Hđć  .  

MISTAKE – Some unintentional act, omission, or error 
arising from ignorance, surprise, imposition, or misplaced 
confidence. 

 õġč–7ŀěİĸ đņĩ ĴĹĦ . ĺĦ øėûĻ ğĶĩ K+ DĐĊ  K+ &GûĹľ+
 ńĬ ÿİĄ ĺĦ ĆĂĻ K+ &ĽĶĹĦ ĽņĶĦ >đĬ ĽĻкK+ &1õćûĭĸ ĴĸûĦ ĺĦ

ûĿħĝŀĸ đņĩ.   

MISTRIAL – A trial that has been ended and declared void 
(of no legal effect) due to prejudicial error in the 
proceedings or other extraordinary circumstances. 

ÿĶėûĬ ÿĹĲûċĸ -   ÿĶĠûý ĀĻûĲ ûĿĻ+ ŁĶĦ ĺĶħāK ńĿĂļā ÿĹĲûċĸ
)ńĻŀĻûį đĄ+ M+ ûĿĵ ēņĵ( 2/)/đćк+ ńĬ 9ûĝ õġč üĕý 

  &ÿŅ7ûĦ đņĩ Lđč/ DKđĤĵ K+ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 

MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES – Facts which do not 
constitute a justification or excuse for an offense but which 
may be considered as reasons for reducing the degree of 
blame. 

 ÿĭĭĎĸ DKđģ – ĺĳĵK &HđĈĶĵ /đŅđþā K+ /9ĐĦ ĴĳĘā о ĮùûİĊ 
HŀĶĵ/ ÿć97 ĜņĭĎā ńĬ ûþþĔ Iŀĳā.  

MITIGATING FACTORS – Facts that do not constitute a 
justification or excuse for an offense but which may be 
considered as reasons for reducing the degree of blame. 

ÿĭĭĎĸ Ĵĸ/ŀĦ – ĺĳĵK &HđĈĶĵ /đŅđþā K+ /9ĐĦ ĴĳĘā о Ĵĸ/ŀĦ 
HŀĶĵ/ ÿć97 ĜņĭĎā ńĬ ûþþĔ Iŀĳā.  

MITIGATION OF DAMAGES – Imposes on the injured 
party duty to minimize his damages after injury has been 
inflicted. 

 ĜŅŀħā ĜņĭĎā -K   9đĞĂĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ŁĶĦ >đĭā 2ûþć/
ĽĞŅŀħā ĜņĭĎā.  
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MITTIMUS – The name of an order in writing, issuing 
from a court and directing the sheriff or other officer to take 
a person to a prison, asylum, or reformatory, and directing 
the jailer or other appropriate official to receive and safely 
keep the person until his or her fate shall be determined by 
due course of law. 

 ēĹņĂņĸ- đĸõā 1đĲĐĸ ńĬ J9ďěā ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸк ÿņĹĕā  
 Łĵ/ K+ &ĺĈĕĵ+ Łĵ/ ęĎĘĵ+ Ĵİļý &đč* 9ŀĸõĸ K+ īŅđĘĵ+ ûĿņĬ

к+ ÿņĊпĚ+ Łĵ/ K+ &ÿņĶİħĵ+ >/đĸк+ ŁĭĘĂĕĸ ûĞŅ+K &3/ďĊ
 ęĎĘĵ+ ķĶĕĂý  &ęĂĎĸ đč* ğýûĝ K+ ĺĈĕĵ+ ğýûĝ đĸõā

IŀĻûİĵ+ üćŀĹý Jđņěĸ 9đİĂŅ ĺņĊ Łĵ/ ûĹĵûĔ ĽĤĭĊK.  

MODIFICATION – A spoken or written request that one 
side makes to ask the judge to make a decision or an order 
on a specific point. 

 ĴŅďħā– ńĿĭė üĶĠ  ûņć/9 ĺņĬđġĵ+ ďĊ+ Ľý HďİĂŅ ńġč K+
ÿļņħĸ ÿġİĻ GŀĊ đĸ+ 9/ďĚ+ K+ 9/đį 8ûĎāõý ńĝûİĵ+.  

MOOT – A point or question related to a legal case that 
usually has no practical importance or relevance to the case. 
A moot point is a point that can’t be resolved by the judge, 
is not disputed by either side, or is resolved out of court. 

 ÿĹņİĦ Gďć ÿġİĻ– ÿņĹľ+ ûĿĵ ēņĵ ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿņĞį ńĬ ÿġİĻ 
LŀĦďĵõý ÿİņĄK ÿĶĚ K+ ÿņĶĹĦ. ĺĸ ûĿĶĊ ĺĳĹŅ о Gďć ÿġİĻ 

 ĀĶĊ ûĿĻ+ K+ &ĺņĬđġĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ûĿņĶĦ A:ûļĂĸ đņĩ &ńĝûİĵ+ Ĵþį
)ûĞİĵ+ 49ûč.  

MORAL TURPITUDE – Immorality. An element of 
crimes inherently bad, as opposed to crimes bad merely 
because they are forbidden by statute. 

7ûĕĬ/ ńįпč+ ?ûġċĻ+ –ńįпč+ о ĴĹĦ . đěļĦ ĺĹĞĂā ķù/đć 
 ÿĭĵûĎĸ ûĿĻк ÿúņĔ đþĂħā ńĂĵ/ ķù/đĈĵ+ Dпč &ûĿņĬ ĴĚõĂĸ öĔ

ğİĬ IŀĻûİĶĵ.  

MOTION – Oral or written request made by a party to an 
action before, during, or after a trial asking the judge to 
issue a ruling or order in that party’s favor. 

 üĶĠ– Ĵþį & ĺņĬđġĵ+ ďĊ+ Ľý HďİĂŅ ńġč K+ ńĿĭė üĶĠ 
ďěŅ I+ ńĝûİĵ+ ĺĸ ûĕĹĂĶĸ &ûľďħý K+ ûĿĵпč &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ 9

ĽĶĲŀĸ ĉĵûĚ ńĬ /đĸ+ K+ ûĹĳĊ.  

MOTION DENIED – Ruling or order issued by the judge 
refusing the party’s request. 

 >ŀĬđĸ üĶĠ-ĺņİŅđĭĵ+ ďĊ+ üĶĠ ĜĬ9 ńĬ ńĝûİĵ+ ķĳĊ  .  

MOTION GRANTED – Ruling or order issued by the 
judge approving the party’s request. 

ĮĬ/ŀĸ üĶĠĽņĶĦ  - - üĶĠ ŁĶĦ ÿİĬ/ŀĹĵ+ ńĬ ńĝûİĵ+ ķĳĊ  
ĺņİŅđĭĵ+ ďĊ+.  

MOTION IN LIMINE – A written motion which is 
usually made before or after the beginning of a jury trial for 
a protective order against prejudicial questions and 
statements. 

Įþĕĸ üĶĠ –ńĬ HďİŅ ńġč üĶĠ  ÿŅ/ďý ďħý K+ Ĵþį 17ûħĵ+ 
 ÿĶúĔ+ Ľņćŀā ĺĸ ńİŅ đĸ+ 9/ďĚк &ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ ûĿņĬ ÿĹĲûċĸ

ÿĭċĈĸ 2ûĻûņý ķŅďİā  K+.  

MOTION TO QUASH – A request to make something 
null or ineffective, such as to “quash a subpoena.” 

)ûĪĵ+ üĶĠ -9ŀĞċĵ+ 1đĲĐĸ 1ûĪĵõĲ &øė Gûġý/ üĶĠ  .  

MOTION TO SEVER – A request usually by defense, to 
have a separate trial as to either jointly tried defendants or 
jointly charged counts. 

 ĴěĬ üĶĠ– AûĬďĵ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ üĶġĵ+ /Đľ HďİŅ &17ûħĵ+ ńĬ 
 ÿņĞį ńĬ ĺņĹĿĂĹĵ+ ĺĸ ďĊ/K Ĵĳĵ ÿĶěĭļĸ ÿĹĲûċĸ ûņć/9

Ķěĭļĸ ÿĹĲûċĸ K+ &1ďĊ/KÿĲđĂĘĸ ķĿĂĵ ÿ.  

MOTION TO SUPPRESS – A request to suppress as 
evidence at trial things or statements obtained as a result of 
an allegedly illegal search and seizure (commonly referred 
to as 1538.5 PC motions.) 

 ēĹĠ üĶĠ– ńĬ ĴņĵďĲ &2ûċŅđěā K+ )ûņė+ ēĹĠ üĶĠ 
+ÿņĻŀĻûį đņĩ ÿİŅđġý ķā ûĿņĶĦ Gŀěċĵ+ I/ ķĦ: ĽĻк &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ. 
)0 Ľņĵ/ 9ûĘŅ:  ķį9 ńùûļć IŀĻûį üĶĠ1538.5ńĔ ńý .(  

MUGSHOT – Pictures taken after a suspect is taken into 
custody (booked), usually used as an official photograph by 
police officers. 

 DŀįŀĹĵ+ 19ŀĚ–Ě  &JĒĈĊK Ľĭņįŀā ďħý Ľý ĽþĂĘĹĶĵ Đčöā 19ŀ
ÿĠđĘĵ+ Lďĵ ÿņĹĔđĵ+ 19ŀěĵ+ ĉþěāK.  
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MULTIPLICITY OF ACTIONS – Numerous and 
unnecessary attempts to litigate the same issue. 

 MKûĦďĵ+ 7ďħā– 2/đĸ 1ďĦ LŀĦďĵ+ ĥĬđĵ ûĿĵ 19Kđĝ о ÿĵKûċĸ 
ďĊ/K ĥĝŀĹĵ ÿþĕļĵûý.  

MURDER – The unlawful killing of a human being with 
deliberate intent to kill. 

ďĹħĵ+ ĴĂİĵ+ – đč* ęĎė ďĝ ęĎė ĽþĳāđŅ ńĦđė đņĩ ĴĂį 
ÿĔK9ďĸ ÿņļý.  

MURGIA MOTION – A request made by defense counsel 
to dismiss based on a group of people being systematically 
discriminated against. 

 ûņć9ŀĸ üĶĠ–üĶĠ ŁĶĦ ĮĶġŅ ķĔ/   ńĸûċĸ Ľý HďİĂŅ )пč+
ńĸûĤĻ ĴĳĘý ;ûļĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĦŀĹĈĸ ďĝ ĒņņĹĂĵ+ üþĕý AûĬďĵ+.  

NECESSITY – Controlling force; irresistible compulsion; 
a power or impulse so great that it admits no choice of 
conduct. 

 19Kđĝ-į üþĕý ĽņĬ 9ûņč о Dđěā   о ĥĬ/7 K+ &1đġņĕĸ Lŀ
ÿĸûĎĞĵ+ ĺĸ ÿŅûĪý ĒĬûĊ K+ 1ŀį K+ &HKûİŅ.   

NE EXEAT – A writ or court order which forbids the 
person to whom it is addressed to leave the country, the 
state, or the jurisdiction of the court. 

 4Kđč о–ļĹŅ ęĎė Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ńùûĞį đĸ+  ĺĸ Ľħ
ńùûĞİĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 7KďĊ K+ &ÿŅоŀĵ+ K+ &ďĶþĵ+ 197ûĪĸ> 

NEGLECT – Absence of care or attention in the doing or 
omission of a given act. 

 ĴĹĿŅ– 0ûņĩ  K+ &øė ĴĹĦ ńĬ JûþĂĻк+ K+ &HûĹĂľк+ đěļĦ
ĽĶĹĦ üĈŅ øė ĴĹĦ HďĦ ńĬ.  

NEGLIGENCE – When someone fails to be as careful as 
the law requires to protect the rights and property of others. 

 GûĹľ/– EŀİĊ ÿŅûĹĊ ŁĶĦ ûěŅđĊ IŀĳŅ I+ ńĬ ęĎė ĴĘĬ 
IŀĻûİĵ+ 2ûþĶġĂĹĵ ûİĬK &ĺŅđčи+ Fпĸ+K.  

NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS – A written and signed 
unconditional promise or order to pay a specified sum of 
money on demand or at a definite time payable to the 
bearer.   

 ÿĵK/ďĂĸ 2/ďļĂĕĸ- ĽþćŀĹý ķĂŅ &ĥįŀĸK 0ŀĂĳĸ đĸ+ K+ ıĚ  
 ďļĦK &?đė IKďý &ĽĶĸûĊ Łĵ/ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ 7ďċĸ ĨĶþĸ ĥĬ7

17Kďċĸ 1ďĸ Gпč K+ &üĶġĵ+.  

NEXT FRIEND – One acting without formal appointment 
as guardian for the benefit of an infant, a person of unsound 
mind not judicially declared incompetent, or other person 
under some disability. 

 0đį+ ĮŅďĚ- ĺņņħā IKďýK Ľā/8 )ûİĶā ĺĸ ĴĹħŅ ęĎė  
 ÿņĹĔ9 ÿĿć ĺĸ ńĹĔ9)ńĚŀĲ( ĉĵûěĵ K+ &ĴĭĠ ĉĵûěĵ  &
İĦ 19ďİĸ M8 IûĕĻ+ đņĩ ĽĂņĶľ+ HďĦ ĺĳĵK ÿĹņĶĔ đņĩ ÿņĶ

Lđčõý K+ 19ŀěý ĒćûĦ IûĕĻ+ ĉĵûěĵ K+ &ûņĹĔ9 ÿĊđěĸ.    

NO BILL – This phrase, endorsed by a grand jury on the 
written indictment submitted for approval, means that the 
evidence was found insufficient to indict.  

 Lŀĳė о-+   đĿģ ŁĶĦ LđþĲ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ ĽþĂĳā 5пġĚ
 ĺĳā ķĵ ÿĵ7к+ I+ ńļħāK &ûĿņĶĦ ÿİĬ/ŀĹĵ+ ķĂņĵ &HûĿāк+ ÿċùо

ûņĹĔ9 ÿĹĿĂĵ/ ĽņćŀĂĵ ÿņĬûĲ.  

NO-CONTEST CLAUSE – Language in a will that is 
meant to keep people from challenging the will. It says that 
if a person challenges the will and loses, the person gives up 
anything he or she would have inherited.  

ÿņĚK ńĬ ĺħġĵ+ LďċĂŅ ďļý – ÿņĚK ńĬ ĴĹħĂĕā ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿĪĵ 
 ÿņĚŀĵõý ęĎė ĺħĠ /8+ GŀİāK &ûĿņĬ ĺħġĵ+ ĺĸ ;ûļĵ+ ĥļĹĂĵ

3/đņĹĵ+ ĺĸ Ľĵ ÿěĊ M+ ĺĦ G:ûļĂŅ I+ ĽņĶħĬ đĕčK.  

NO-FAULT PROCEEDINGS – A civil case in which 
parties may resolve their dispute without a formal finding of 
error or fault. 

 IKďý ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ D/đĠк+ ĺņý A/Ēļĵ+ Ĵċĵ ńĻŀĻûį /đć+
üĻĐĶĵ K+ õġĎĶĵ ńĹĔ9 2ûþĄ/.  

NOLLE PROSEQUI – Decision by a prosecutor not to go 
forward with charging a crime. It translates, “I do not 
choose to prosecute.” Also loosely called nolle pros. 

 ĮĊо+ ĺĵ– ńĬ ńĞĹĵ+ Hďħý Hûħĵ+ ńĦďĹĵ+ JĐĎĂŅ 9/đį 
HûĿāк+ 2/)/đć+.  
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NOLO CONTENDRE – Same as pleading guilty, except 
that your plea cannot be used against you in civil court. This 
can only be used in traffic or criminal court. From the Latin 
for “I do not wish to contend.” 

"G7ûć+ о" – &üĻĐĵõý 9/đįлĵ ÿŅKûĕĸ &ĴĚк+ ÿņļņāо 19ûþĦ 
 &ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ķĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬK đņĕĵ+ ķĲûċĸ ńĬ ğİĬ ĴĹħĂĕāK

ĎĘĵ+ ďĝ ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ķĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ Đčöā о ûĿļĳĵKûĿý JŀĭĂĹĵ+ ę. 
  

NOMINAL PARTY – One who is joined as a party or 
defendant merely because the technical rules of pleading 
require his presence in the record. 

ńĶĳė DđĠ- IŀĳŅ I+ 7đĈĹĵ ķĿĂĹĲ ÿņĞį Łĵ/ ķĞļŅ ęĎė 
ÿņĊûĻ ĺĸ ķİĂĕā о ńĦďĹĵ+ LŀĦ7 Iи &ûĿĶĈĔ ŁĶĦ ĽĹĔ+ 

J7ŀćK IKďý ÿņĻŀĻûį.  

NON COMPOS MENTIS – Not of sound mind; insane. GŀþĎĸ 'ûņĶİĦ ķņĶĔ đņĩ.  

NON-CAPITAL CASE – A criminal case in which the 
allowable penalty does not include death. 

H/ďĦкõý ûĿĂýŀİĦ ĉĹĕā о ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį.  

NON EST (INVENTUS) – A return of process when the 
sheriff could not find the person who is to be served.  Latin 
meaning “not to be found.” 

ďćŀŅ о/ Ľĵ đĄ+ о - 1đĲĐĸ ŁĶĦ īŅđĘĵ+ ûľđėŀŅ 19ûþĦ  
 Łĵ/ ûľďņħŅK Ľāđù/7 ĺĹĝ ęĎė ŁĶĦ Ĝþİĵ+ )ûİĵõý īņĶĳā

JďĈŅ ķĵ ĽĻ/ ûļĶħĸ &ÿěĂĎĹĵ+ ÿĿĈĵ/.  

NON OBSTANTE VERDICTO (N.O.V.) – A verdict 
entered by the judge contrary to a jury’s verdict. 

 9/đİĵ+ ĺĦ ûĹĩ9– MĐĵ+ ķĳċĵ+ Łĵ/ 5пġĚк+ /Đľ đņĘŅ 
ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ 9/đİĵ ûĬпč ńĝûİĵ+ J9ďěŅ.  

NONSUIT – The name of a judgment given against a 
plaintiff when he is unable to prove a case, or when he 
refuses or neglects to proceed to trial and leaves the issue 
undetermined.  

 LŀĦďĵ+ üġė– ûĸďļĦ ńĦďĹĵ+ ďĝ ķĳċĲ 19ûþħĵ+ JĐľ ĮĶġā 
 ÿħýûĂĸ ĴĹĿŅ K+ ĜĬđŅ ûĸďļĦ K+ &ĽĂņĞį 2ûþĄ+ ĥņġĂĕŅ о

ÿİĶħĸ ûĿĲđĂņĬ LŀĦďĵ+.  

NOT GUILTY – The form of verdict in criminal cases 
where the jury acquits the defendant. 

 üĻĐĸ đņĩ– ńĬ &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Ľņĵ+ ĴĚŀĂā MĐĵ+ ķĳċĵ+ 
ķĿĂĹĵ+ ÿùđþĂĵ &ÿņùûļć ûŅûĞį.   

NOT GUILTY BY REASON OF INSANITY – The jury 
or the judge must determine that the defendant, because of 
mental disease or defect, could not commit the offense. 

 IŀļĈĵ+ üþĕý üĻĐĸ đņĩ– ńĝûİĵ+ K+ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ 9/đį 
ńĶİĦ ęİĻ K+ >đĸ üþĕý ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ üĳāđŅ ķĵ ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ.  

NOTARY PUBLIC – A person authorized to certify a 
person’s signature, administer oaths, certify that documents 
are authentic, and take depositions. 

 Gďħĵ+ üāûĲ– ĮŅďěāK &;ûļĵ+ ĥņį/ŀā ĮŅďěĂĵ GŀĎĸ ęĎė 
2/7ûĬ/ Đč+K &ķĕİĵ+ īņĶċāK  &2/ďļĂĕĸ ÿİņİĊ.   

NOTICE – Written information or warning. For example, a 
notice to the other side that you will make a motion in court 
on a certain date. 

9ûħė+/ Ľņþļā –Ľņþļā K+ ÿņġč 2ûĸŀĶħĸ .пąĸ : Dđġĵ+ Łĵ/9ûħė+ 
ĺņħĸ ČŅ9ûā ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ üĶĠ ķŅďİĂý đčи+.  

NOTICE OF MOTION – A notice to the opposing party, 
that on a certain date a motion will be made in court. 

 üĶġý 9ûħė+–Dđġĵ+ Łĵ/9ûħė+  Łĵ/ HďİņĔ ûþĶĠ I+ ŁĶĦ đčи+ 
ĺņħĸ ČŅ9ûā ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

NOTICE TO PRODUCE – A notice in writing requiring 
the opposite party to produce a certain described paper or 
document at the trial, or in the course of pre-trial discovery. 

ÿİņĄK :/đý/ üĶĠ –ĵ/ ńġč 9ûħė+  K+ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Ĵþį &ķěĎĵ+ Ł
ÿļņħĸ ÿİņĄK :/đý/ Ľļĸ üĶġŅ & ûľ)ûļĄ+.    
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NUISANCE – That activity which arises from 
unreasonable, unwarranted or unlawful use by a person of 
his own property, and producing such material annoyance 
resulting in damage. 

 4ûĦ:/-ûĘĻ   49ûč K+  &ûņĹĔ9 Ľý 5đěĸ K+ ńĻŀĻûį đņĩ ?
 ûćûĦ:/ üþĕņĬ &ĽĳĶĸ ŁĶĦ ęĎė Ľý HŀİŅ &GŀİħĹĵ+ 7KďĊ

ĺŅđčйĵ L8+K.  

NULL AND VOID – Having no force, legal power to bind, 
or validity. 

 ĴĠûýK Bо– ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿġĶĔ K+ &1ŀį K+ ÿņĦđė M+ Ľĵ ēņĵ 
H/Ēĵк+K ğýđĶĵ.  

NULLITY – A legal action that say s a marriage never 
existed and the persons are still single. (Compare 
DISSOLUTION.) 

 4/KĒĵ+ Iпġý– ķĵK ĴĠûý 4/KĒĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ 
Iûý:ûĦ Iо/ĒŅ о ĺņěĎĘĵ/ I+K &/ďý/ ûņĦđė ĺĳŅ. (0 I9ûį!O: 

4/KĒĵ+ ĴĊ.(  

NUNC PRO TUNC –When a court order is issued on one 
date, but is effective as of a date that is in the past. From the 
Latin for “now for then.” 

 ńħć9 9/đį –  ĽļĳĵK &Hŀņĵ/ ČŅ9ûā ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ J9ďěā 9/đį
ĮýûĔ ČŅ9ûā ĺĸ GŀħĭĹĵ+ M9ûĔ IŀĳŅ.ńļħāK ÿņļņĂĶĵ+ ĺĸ : Iи+ 

ĺĸ ĺĳĵK F/ĐĻ*.  

NUNCUPATIVE WILL – An oral (unwritten) will.  ÿņĿĭė ÿņĚK)19đċĸ đņĩ.(  

OATH – When a witness promises to tell the truth in a 
legal proceeding. 

 ķĕİĵ+– GŀİŅ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ &ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ďľûė ĽĭĶċŅ MĐĵ+ ĺņĹņĵ+ 
Įċĵ+.  

OBJECT – To protest to the court against an act or 
omission by the opposing party. 

 >đĂħŅ - ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ĺņĦ:ûļĂĹĵ+ ĺņĬđġĵ/ ďĊ+ >đĂħŅ  
đčи+ Dđġĵ+ Ľý Hûį Gûĭĩ+ K+ ĴĹĦ ŁĶĦ.  

OBJECTION – A formal protest made by a party over 
testimony or evidence that the other side tries to introduce 
in court. 

 >/đĂĦ/–Ċ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ ńĹĔ9 4ûĈĂĊ/  K+ 17ûĿė ŁĶĦ ĺņĬđġĵ+ ď
ÿĳċĹĶĵ ĽĹŅďİā đčи+ Dđġĵ+ GKûċŅ Ĵņĵ7.  

OBJECTION OVERRULED – A ruling by the court 
upholding the act or omission of the opposing party. 

 >ŀĬđĸ >/đĂĦ/- ķĦďý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ķĳĊ   Dđġĵ+ DĐĊ K+ ĴĹĦ
đčи+.  

OBJECTION SUSTAINED – A ruling by the court in 
favor of the party making the objection. 

 Gŀþİĸ >/đĂĦ/–>đĂħĹĵ+ ĉĵûěĵÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ķĳĊ .  

OBSCENITY – Conduct tending to corrupt the public 
morals by its indecency or lewdness. 

ĖċĬ/ 9ŀĈĬ - ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ Eпč+ ńĬ ûĸûĦ ûĠûġċĻ/ üþĕŅ FŀĶĔ 
ĽİĕĬK ÿĹĘċĶĵ J9ûİĂĬ/ üþĕý.  

OF COUNSEL – A phrase commonly applied to counsel 
employed to assist in the preparation or management of the 
case, or its presentation on appeal, but who is not the 
principal attorney for the party. 

 đćöĹĵ/ ńĸûċĹĵ+-  đćöĹĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ 5пġĚо+ /Đľ ĮþġŅ 
 &DûļúĂĔк+ Łĵ/ ûĿħĬ9 K+ &ÿņĞį 19/7/ K+ 7/ďĦ/ ńĬ ďĦûĕņĵ

ńĕņùđĵ+ ńĸûċĹĵ/ ēņĵ ĽļĳĵK.  

OFFENDER – One who commits a crime, such as a 
felony, misdemeanor, or other punishable unlawful act. 

 IŀĻûİĵ+ ıĿĂļĸ– K+ &ÿċļć K+ &ÿŅûļĈĲ &ûĸđć üĳāđŅ ęĎė 
 ĽņĶĦ üįûħŅ ĴĹĦ M+IŀĻûİĵ+.  

OFFENSE – An act that breaks the law.  Hđć–IŀĻûİĶĵ ńĲûĿĂĻ/ ĴĹĦ .  

OFFENSIVE WORDS – Language that offends; 
displeasing or annoying language. 

 ÿņĸŀĈľ 2ûĹĶĲ–ÿĈĦĒĸK &19ďĳĸ &đĦûĘĹĶĵ ÿŅ8öĸ 2ûĹĶĲ .  
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OFFER OF PROOF – Presentation of evidence to the 
court (out of the hearing of the jury) for the court’s decision 
of whether the evidence is admissible. 

 Ĵņĵ7 >đĦ– ÿúņľ 0ûņĪý &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ Ĵņĵ7 ķŅďİā 
ĽĞĬ9 K+ Ľĵŀþį 9đİā ńĳĵ  &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+.  

ON A PERSON’S OWN RECOGNIZANCE – Release of 
a person from custody without the payment of any BAIL or 
posting of BOND, upon the promise to return to court. 

 ńěĎĘĵ+ JďĿħā ŁĶĦ– K+ ÿĵûĭĲ ĥĬ7 IKďý ęĎė ĴņþĔ )пč+ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ 17ŀħĵõý Ľļĸ ďĦK ŁĶĦ )ûļý ûĹĻ/ ûĿļņĸõā.  

ONE-THIRD THE MIDTERM RULE – The rule that 
limits a person’ sentence when they have been convicted of 
multiple offenses. 

 1ďĹĵ+ īěĻ ăĶĄ HûĤĻ-  IŀĻûį ĥĞŅďĊ/ ĵ ęĎė ÿŅŀİĦ 1ďĹ
 ĽņĶĦ ķĳĊ17ďħĂĸ 2ûŅûļć ńĬ.  

OPENING ARGUMENT – The initial statement made by 
attorneys for each side, outlining the facts each intends to 
establish during the trial. 

 ÿņĊûĂĂĬк+ ÿħĬ/đĹĵ+– ĺņĬđġĵ+ пĲ ĽĸďİŅ MĐĵ+ ńĵKк+ Iûņþĵ+ 
ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ ûĿņĶĦ 7ûĹĂĦк+ ķĂņĔ ńĂĵõİùûİċĵ+ ĽņĬ ĺŅĒćŀĸ.   

OPENING STATEMENT – See OPENING 
ARGUMENT. 

 ńĊûĂĂĬк+ Iûņþĵ+-  đĤĻ+:ńĊûĂĂĬк+ <ûİļĵ+ .  

OPINION – A judge’s written explanation of a decision of 
the court or of a majority of judges. A dissenting opinion 
disagrees with the majority opinion because of the 
reasoning and/or the principles of law on which the decision 
is based. A concurring opinion agrees with the decision of 
the court but offers further comment. A PER CURIAM 
OPINION is an unsigned opinion “of the court.” 

 L+9- 9/đį K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9/đį ĽņĬ 5đĘŅ ńĝûİĵ+ ĺĸ ńġč Iûņý  
1ûĞİĵ+ ÿņþĶĩ+. üþĕý ÿņþĶĩк+ L+9 ĥĸ ĮĭĂŅ о ĮĘļĹĵ+ L+đĵ+ 

K ĮġļĹĵ+/9/đİĵ+ ûĿņĶĦ ńļý ńĂĵ/ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ .7ûþĹĵ+ K+.ĵ+  L+đ
 2ûĤĊпĸ HďİŅ ĽļĳĵK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 9/đį ĥĸ ĮĬ/ŀŅ MĐĵ+ đŅûĕĹĵ+

ÿņĬûĝ/.ŁĹĕŅ ûĸ FûļľK : ĥįŀĸ đņĩ ÿĹĳċĸ L+9.  

OPINION EVIDENCE – Witnesses are normally required 
to confine their testimony to statements of fact and are not 
allowed to give their opinions in court. However, if a 
witness is qualified as an expert in a particular field, he or 
she may be allowed to state an opinion as an expert based 
on certain facts. 

 M+đý 17ûĿė– ûİĬK 17ûĿĘý ńĵďŅ I+ 7ûĿĘĵ ĉĹĕŅ о 17ûħĵ+ ńĬ 
 Įùûİċý ďĿĘŅ I+ ĽņĶĦ Ĵý &ĽŅ+đĵ ûİĬK M+ đĳĭŅ ûĹĵ ĺĳĵK &ğİĬ

 ĽŅ/9 )/ďýûý Ľĵ ĉĹĕŅ ĽĻõĬ ĺņħĸ GûĈĸ ńĬ /đņþč ďĿĘĵ+ IûĲ /8+
ÿļņħĸ ĮùûİĊ ŁĶĦ /ďĹĂħĸ.   

OPPOSITION – (1) act of opposing or resisting. (2) 
confronting another. 

ÿĿć/ŀĸ/ ÿĕĲûħĸ–  )1(HKûİŅ K+ ēĲûħŅ . )2( LďěĂŅ K+ Ľć/ŀŅ 
ęĎĘĵ.  

ORAL ARGUMENT – The part of the trial when lawyers 
summarize their position in court and also answer the 
judge’s questions. 

 ÿņĿĭė 1đģûļĸ–Ņ ĺņĊ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ )Ēć ĒćŀĸûċĹĵ/ Iŀ 
ńĝûİĵ+ ÿĶúĔ+ ŁĶĦ IK7đŅK &LŀĦďĵ+ ńĬ ķĿĻûĳĸ.  

ORAL COPULATION – the act of copulating the mouth 
of one person with the sexual organ or anus of another 
person, however slight. Penetration of the mouth, sexual 
organ or anus is not required. 

 ķĭĵ+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ńĕļć Gûěā/– 4đĘý ęĎė ķĬ Gûěā/ ĴħĬ 
ûņċġĔ IûĲ ûĹĿĸ ńĕļĈĵ+ JŀĞħý K+ đč* ęĎė. 19Kđĝ о 

Ęĵ+ ńĬ K+ ķĭĵ+ ńĬ ŀĞħĵ+ Gûč7о4đ.    

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE – Court order that makes 
someone go to court to explain to the judge why he or she 
did not follow the rules.  

 üþĕĵ+ )/ďý/ üĶĠ– GŀąĹĶĵ ęĎė Łĵ/ Ľćŀĸ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸ+ 
ķĳċĵõý ďņİĂŅ ķĵ /8ûĹĵ ńĝûİĵ+ Łĵ/ 5đĘņĵ ûĿĸûĸ+.  

ORDER, COURT – (1) Decision of a judicial officer; (2) a 
directive of the court. 

ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ –  )1(ńùûĞį īģŀĸ 9/đį . )2( ĺĸ ńĿņćŀā đĸ+ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  
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ORDINARY NEGLIGENCE – The failure to use that 
degree of care which the ordinary or reasonably prudent 
person would have used under the circumstances and for 
which the negligent person is liable. 

 M7ûĦ GûĹľ/- &JûþĂĻо+ ĺĸ ÿļņħĸ ÿć97 GûĹħĂĔûý ęĎė ĴĘĬ  
 /ĐĿĵK &ĴĄûĹĸ Dđģ ńĬ &M7ûĦ ĴįûĦ ęĎė ûĿļĦ ĴĭĪŅ о

ĽĵûĹľ/ ÿņĵKöĕĸ ęĎĘĵ+ ĴĹċŅ.  

ORDINANCE – A regulation made by a local government 
to enforce, control, or limit certain activities. 

 ńĶċĸ IŀĻûį- ĮņþġĂĵ ÿņĶċĹĵ+ ÿĸŀĳċĵ+ ûĿħĞā ÿĹĤĻ+  
ûľďŅďċā K+ &ûĿņĶĦ 1đġņĕĵ/ K+ &ÿļņħĸ GûĹĦ+ K+ 2ûĠûĘĻ.  

ORIGINAL JURISDICTION – The court in which a 
matter must first be filed. 

 ÿņĶĚк+ )ûĞİĵ+–ĥĬ9 üĈŅ ńĂĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ оK+ ûĿņĵ/ 1ŀĦďĵ/ .  

OVERRULE – A judge’s decision not to allow an 
objection. A decision by a higher court finding that a lower 
court decision was wrong. 

 ďĝ ķĳĊ->/đĂĦкûý 5ûĹĕĵ/ Hďħý ńĝûİĵ+ ķĳĊ  . ĺĸ 9/đį 
 IûĲ AŀĝŀĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ ķĳĊ I+ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ûņĶħĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+

čûúĠû.  

OVERRULED – See OVERRULE. đĤĻ+: ďĝ ķĳĊ.  

OVERT ACT – An open act showing the intent to commit 
a crime. 

 đĬûĔ ĴħĬ–ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9/ ńĬ ÿņļĵ+ đľûģ ĴħĬ .  

OWN RECOGNIZANCE – Release of a person from 
custody without the payment of any bail or posting of bond. 

 ńěĎė ďĿħā– K+ ÿĵûĭĲ ÿŅ+ ĥĬ7 IKďý ęĎė ĴņþĔ )пč+ 
ûĿļņĸõā.  

PANDERING – Pimping. Arranging for acts of 
prostitution. 

 )ûĪþĵ+ 1đĕĹĔ-19ûĦďĵ+ GûĹĦ+ đņýďā .  

PARALEGAL – A person with legal skills, but who is not 
an attorney, and who works under the supervision of a 
lawyer or who is otherwise authorized by law to use those 
legal skills. 

 IŀĻûį Ľþė– ēņĵ ĽļĳĵK &ÿņĻŀĻûį 2/9ûĿĸ JďļĦ ęĎė 
 ûĦđė GŀĎĸ ĽĻ+ K+ &ńĸûċĸ D/đė+ Āċā ĴĹħŅK &ûņĸûċĸ

ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ Ľā/9ûĿĸ GûĹħĂĔк.  

PARDON – When the chief executive of a state or country 
releases a convicted person from the punishment given him 
or her by a court sentence. 

 ŀĭĦ– &ĽĂĻ/7/ ĀĹā &ûěĎė 9đċŅ ÿŅоŀĵ/ ķĲûĊ ĺĦ 9ďěŅ ŀĭĦ 
ÿĹĳċĸ ķĳĊ ńĬ ĽņĶĦ ńĶĦ ĀĝđĬ ÿýŀİĦ ĺĸ.  

PARENS PATRIAE – The power of the state to act in the 
parents’ place to protect a child or his or her property. 

 ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ĺĦ ÿýûņĻ ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ĺĸ оďý DđěĂĵ+ ńĬ ÿŅоŀĵ/ ÿġĶĔ 
ĽĲпĸ+ ÿŅûĹċĵ K+ ďĵK ÿŅûĹċĵ.  

PAROLE – Supervised release of a prisoner that allows the 
person to serve the rest of the sentence out of prison if all 
conditions of release are met. 

 ?KđĘĸ ĴņþĔ )пč/– I+ Ľĵ ĉĹĕŅ MĐĵ+ ĺņĈĔ ĺĦ 4/đĬпĵ+  
 ÿþį/đĹĵ/ ĀċāK ĺĈĕĵ+ 49ûč ĽļĈĔ ĺĸ ÿņİþĂĹĵ+ 1ďĹĵ+ ńĞĹŅ

ĽļĦ 4/đĬпĵ ÿýŀĶġĹĵ+ ?KđĘĵ+ ĴĲ ĽŅďĵ 2đĬŀā   /8/.  

PAROLE EVIDENCE – Oral or verbal evidence rather 
than written. The Parole Evidence Rule limits the 
admissibility of parole evidence which would directly 
contradict the clear meaning of terms of a written contract. 

 ?KđĘĸ ĴņþĔ )пč/ ÿĵ7+ –ÿņġč ĺĸ оďý ÿņĿĭė ÿļņý . I+ 
"?KđĘĸ ĴņþĔ )пč/ ÿĵ7+ IŀĻûį" ÿĵ7к+ Gŀþİĵ /ďĊ ĥĞŅ  

ħĂŅ MĐĵ+ øņĘĵ+ ďİĦ ?KđĘĵ ĉŅđěĵ+ ŁļħĹĵ+ ĥĸ 1đėûþĸ >9û
ńġč.  

PARTY – One of the sides of a case. The person who 
started the case is called the plaintiff or defendant.  The 
person being sued is called the defendant or respondent. 

 DđĠ–ÿņĞį ńĬ D/đĠк+ ďĊ+ . LĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ŁĦďŅ  ĥĬ9
 ÿņĞİĵ+"ńĦďĹĵ+" ŁĦďŅ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/ ęĎĘĵ+K &"ķĿĂĹĵ+."  
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PAT DOWN SEARCH – A limited search of the outer 
clothing of a person in an attempt to discover weapons 
which might be used to assault the officer and may be 
conducted if the officer has a reasonable belief that the 
detained person is armed and dangerous. 

 ĀņýđĂĵõý ĖņĂĭĂĵ+– ęĎĘĵ/ 0ûņĄ ŁĶĦ 9ŀěċĸ ĖņĂĭā 
 ûĿĵûĹħĂĔ/ ĺĳĹĹĵ/ ĺĸ IûĲ ÿċĶĔ/ 7ûĈŅо ÿĵKûċĸ ńĬ ÿņć9ûĎĵ+
 /8/ ĖņĂĭĂĵ+ /ĐĿý Hûņİĵ+ ĺĳĹŅK &ĺĸк+ ğýûĝ ŁĶĦ HŀĈĿĵ/ ńĬ

ĕĸ ęĎĘĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ Gŀİħĸ 7ûİĂĦ/ ğýûĞĵ+ Lďĵ IûĲ ĉĶ
đņġčK.  

PATENT – A government grant giving an inventor the 
exclusive right to make or sell his or her invention for a 
term of years. 

 A/đĂč+ 1)/đý– K+ ĥļĚ ĮĊ Ľĝŀĭā AđĂĎĸ Łĵ/ ÿņĸŀĳĊ ÿċļĸ 
2/ŀļĔ đĘĦ 1ďĹĵ ĽĦ/đĂč/ ĥņý.  

PATERNITY – Who the birth (biological) parents of a 
child are. 

 1ŀýк+– JûþĈĻ+ I/ĐĶĵ+ Ĵĭġĵ+ Mŀý+  .  

PEACE OFFICER – Includes sheriffs and their deputies, 
members of the police force of cities, and other officers 
whose duty is to enforce and preserve the public peace. 

 ĺĸ+ Ĵć9–ĵ+ ıĵ8 ńĬ ûĹý  ĺĸк+ ÿĠđė )ûĞĦ+ &J,пĲKK īŅđĘ
 ĺĸк+ ŁĶĦ ÿĤĬûċĹĵ+ Ľþć/K ńĹĔ9 īģŀĸ M+K &ÿļŅďĹĵ+ ńĬ

ĽĝđĬK Hûħĵ+.  

PENALTY – Punishment for breaking a law.   ÿýŀİĦ-IŀĻûİĵ+ FûĿĂĻ+ ŁĶĦ ÿþįûħĸ .  

PENALTY ASSESSMENT – An amount of money added 
to a fine. 

 ÿýŀİħĵ+ ķņņİā–+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ ÿĸ/đĩ Łĵ/ DûĞŅ GûĹĵ.  

PENALTY OF PERJURY – Circumstances under which a 
person takes an oath that he will testify, declare, depose or 
certify truthfully. 

 9KĒĵ+ 17ûĿė ÿýŀİĦ ÿĶùûĠ Āċā– ĽņĬ IŀĳŅ MĐĵ+ ĥĝŀĵ+ 
Įċĵûý ďĿĘņĔ ĽĻ/ ķĕİŅ ûĸďļĦ ęĎĘĵ+.  

PENDING – The status of a case that is not yet resolved by 
the court.  

 ÿİĶħĸ–)ûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ďħý ķĕċā ķĵ ÿņĞį K+ LŀĦ7 .  

PENETRATION, UNLAWFUL – Unlawful insertion of 
the male part into the female parts, however slight an 
extent. 

 AKđĘĸ đņĩ Gûč7+–ńĬ đĲĐĵ+ ŀĞħĵ AKđĘĸ đņĩ Gûč7/  
ûņċġĔ IûĲ ûĹĿĸ &ŁąĻк+ )ûĞĦ+.  

PENITENTIARY – A prison or place of confinement 
where convicted felons are sent to serve out the term of 
their sentence. 

 3/ďĊк+ ÿņĊпĚ+–ķĳċĵ+ 1ďĸ IŀċĻûĈĵ+ ńĞĹŅ ăņĊ .  

PEOPLE (PROSECUTION) – A state, for example, the 
People of the State of California. 

 üħĘĵ+)Hûħĵ+ )ûĦ7к+( -GûİŅ &ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ÿŅоK ńĬ Ĵąĸ  : 
ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ÿŅоK üħė.  

PER CURIUM OPINION – An unsigned OPINION of the 
court. 

ĥįŀĸ đņĩ ÿĹĳċĸ L+9.  

PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE – The right to challenge 
a juror without assigning a reason for the challenge. 

 ńħġİĵ+ ĺħġĵ+– IKďý ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ńĬ ŀĞĦ Mďċā ĮĊ 
üþĕĵ+ ďŅďċā.  

PERJURY – A false statement made on purpose while 
under oath in a court proceeding. 

9KĒĵ+ 17ûĿė – ńĬ ÿċņċĚ đņĩ 17ûĿĘý MďĹħĵ/ )о7к+  
ĺņĹņĵ+ IûĭĶĊ ĥĸ ÿĹĳċĸ.  
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PERMANENCY HEARING – The hearing for children 
placed in or awaiting placement in foster care who were 
under age three at the time of detention, and for all children, 
to monitor the welfare of the child, evaluate the parents’ 
reunification efforts and establish a permanent plan for the 
child. 

 ÿĹù/7 ÿġč 7ûĈŅо ÿĕĶć– ĀĻûĲ GûĭĠ+ ûŅûĞį ńĬ đĤļā ÿĕĶć 
 K+ ÿĶùûĦ ÿŅûĦ9 ńĬ /ŀħĝK ûĸďļĦ ÿąĵûąĵ+ ĺĔ Āċā ķľ9ûĹĦ+

 7оKк+ ĥņĹć ûŅûĞį ıĵĐĲK &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ēþĊ  üþĕý &ÿĕĔöĸ
 ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ûĿĵĐþŅ ńĂĵ/ 7ŀĿĈĵ+ EďĚ ķņņİāK ķĿĦûĝK/ ÿþį/đĹĵ

Kк+ ĴĹė ķĞĵ ÿŅûĦđĵ  ÿĶŅďý ÿĹù/7 ÿġč ĥĝK K+ & ûĹĿņĵ/ 7о
7оKк+.      

PERMANENT INJUNCTION – A court order requiring 
that some action be taken, or that some party refrain from 
taking action. It differs from forms of temporary relief, such 
as a TEMPORARY RESTRIANING ORDER or 
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION. 

 ķù/7 Mďİņņİā K+ Mđć: đĸ+–  ŁĶĦ пĹĦ >đĭŅ  ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+
ÿĹù/7 19ŀěý øė ĴĹĦ ĽħļĹŅ K+ ęĎė. ĺĦ īĶĂĎŅ ŀľK 

 Ĵąĸ ĀįöĹĵ+ 4đĭĵ+ Gûĳė+Āįöĸ Mďİņņİā K+ Mđć: đĸ+.  

PERMANENT PLANNED LIVING ARRANGEMENT 
(PPLA)  –.  One of the permanent plans that may be 
ordered for a child who is not returned to parental custody 
(formerly long term foster care). 

 ķù/7 ĖņĦ ÿġč– ûĿý đĸõā ńĂĵ+ ÿĹù/ďĵ+ ğġĎĵ+ LďĊ+ 
ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ÿĻûĞĊ ńĬ IŀĳŅ ĺĵ ďĵŀĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+. ) ŁĦďā ĀĻûĲ

ûİýûĔ:ďĸк+ ÿĶŅŀĠ ÿĻûĞĊ .(  

PERMANENT RESIDENT – One who lives in a location 
for a period of time and indicates that it is their official 
address or residence. 

 ķù/ďĵ+ ķņİĹĵ+– 9ûĘŅK ĺĸĒĵ+ ĺĸ 1ďĹĵ ďĊ/K ĥįŀĸ ńĬ ķņİŅ ĺĸ 
ńĔđĵ/ ĽĻ/ŀļĦ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ Ľņĵ/.  

PERSON IN NEED OF SUPERVISION – Juvenile found 
to have committed a status offense rather than a crime that 
would provide a basis for a finding of delinquency. Typical 
status offenses are habitual truancy, violating a curfew, or 
running away from home. These are not crimes, but they 
might be enough to place a child under supervision. In 
different states, status offenders might be called children in 
need of supervision or minors in need of supervision. (See 
STATUS OFFENDERS.) 

 ÿþį/đĹĶĵ ÿćûċý ęĎė– HûĤĻ ÿĭĵûĎĸ üĳā9/ ĽĻ+ ĺņþā 3ďĊ 
ÿċļć  7ûĈŅо ûĔûĔ+ Iŀĳā ďį &ÿĹŅđć ēņĵK.  )ÿĹŅđć ēņĵK( 

ÿþį/đĹĵ+ Āċā Iûĳĸ ńĬ ĽĦ/ďŅ/ ńĦďĂĕā. HûĤļĵ/ 2ûĭĵûĎĸ 
 FûĿĂĻ/ &üþĔ IKďý ÿĔ9ďĹĵ+ ĺĦ 7ûĂħĹĵ+ üņĪĂĵ+ ńľ ÿŅďņĶİĂĵ+

Āņþĵ+ ĺĸ 0KđĿĵ+   K+ &GŀĈĂĵ+ ĥļĸ HûĤĻ. 2ûĭĵûĎĹĵ+ JĐľ 
ÿþį/đĹĵ+ Āċā 3ďċĵ+ ĥĞĂĵ ÿņĬûĲ ûĿļĳĵK &ķù/đć Āĕņĵ. ńĬ 

+ ńĭĵûĎĸ ÿņĹĕā ĺĳĹŅ Lđč+ 2ûŅоKHûĤļĵ: 3/ďĊ+ K+ 7оK+ 
ÿþį/đĹĶĵ ÿćûċý. ) đĤĻ+HûĤļĵ+ ńĭĵûĎĸĀņþĵ+ ĺĸ 0KđĿĵ+&  

PERSONAL PROPERTY – Things that you own and can 
move, like furniture, equipment, or paintings.  

 ÿņěĎė 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ– K+ &2/ďħĸ &3ûĄõĲ ûĿĶİĻ ĺĳĹŅ ûĸ 
2ûĸŀĔ9.  

PERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE – Pre-trial release based 
on the person’s own promise that he or she will show up for 
trial (no bond required). Also referred to as release on own 
recognizance or ROR. (See ON A PERSON’S OWN 
RECOGNIZANCE.) 

 ńěĎė ďĿħā- IKďý &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Ĵþį ęĎė ĴņþĔ ŁĶĎŅ  
ýK  &ÿĵûĭĲ ĀįK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Lďĵ ĴąĹŅ Iõý Ľļĸ ďĦK ŁĶĦ )ûļ
ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+.  

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE – A person picked by 
the court to collect, manage and distribute a person’s 
property  (estate) when they die. If named in a will, that 
person’s title is an EXECUTOR . If there is no valid will, 
that person’s title is an ADMINISTRATOR. 

 ńěĎĘĵ+ ĴąĹĹĵ+– đŅďŅK ĥĹĈņĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ J9ûĂĎā ęĎė 
ŁĬŀā ďį ęĎė ÿĲđā A:ŀŅK. ńĬ /9ŀĲĐĸ ęĎĘĵ+ /Đľ IûĲ /8+ 

Ľþİĵ IŀĳŅ &ÿņĚŀĵ+: ĐĭļĹĵ+. &ÿņĚK ńĬŀĂĹĵ+ FđĂŅ ķĵ /8/K 
ęĎĘĵ+ üİĵ IŀĳŅ: đýďĹĵ+.  
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PETIT JURY or (TRIAL JURY) – A group of citizens 
that listen to the evidence presented by both sides at trial 
and figure out the facts in dispute. Criminal juries are made 
up of 12 people; civil juries are made up of at least 6 
people. 

 LđĪĚ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ–ĂĕŅ ĺņļĠ/ŀĹĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĦŀĹĈĸ  Łĵ/ IŀħĹ
 ÿİņİĊ ńĬ IK9đįK &ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ ĺņĬđġĵ+ ĴĲ ĺĸ ÿĸďİĸ ÿĵ7+

A/Ēļĵ+. ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ )ûĞĦ+ 7ďĦ IŀĳĂŅ 
 ķľ7ďĦ IŀĳŅ ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ûĸ+  &ęĎė đĘĦ ńļĄ/ ĺĸ

ÿĂĔ.  

PETITION – A court paper that asks the court to take 
action. For example, in juvenile cases, the Petition starts the 
court case. (Compare MOTION.) 

 ;ûĹĂĵ/-ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ 8ûĎāк ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿį9K  .пąĸ : ńĬ 
;ûĹĂĵкõý ÿņĞİĵ+ +ďþā 3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ. )0 I9ûį: üĶĠ.(  

PETITIONER – A person who presents a petition to the 
court. 

 ēĹĂĶĹĵ+–MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ûĔûĹĂĵ/ HďİŅ .  

PETTY OFFENSE – An offense for which the authorized 
penalty does not exceed imprisonment for 3 months or a 
fine of $500. 

 ğņĕý Hđć - ēþĊ 9ŀĿė ÿĄпĄ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ĽĂýŀİĦ LďħĂā о Hđć 
 ûĿĂĹņį ÿņĵûĸ ÿĸ/đĩ K+500$.  

PETTY THEFT – The act of taking and carrying away the 
personal property of another of a value usually below 
$100.00 with the intent to deprive the owner of it 
permanently. 

 1đņĪĚ ÿįđĔ– Ĵį+ ÿĹņį 2/8 &đč* ęĎė ĽĳĶĹŅ øņė  Đč+ 
 ĴĳĘý Ľļĸ ĽþĊûĚ IûĸđĊ ďěİý /ďņħý ĽĶİĻK &9оK7 ÿùûĸ ĺĸ

/7ķù.  

PIMP – (1) the act of getting customers for a whore or 
prostitute; (2) one who gets customers for a whore or 
prostitute. 

 7/ŀį– )1( 'ēĸŀĸ K+ 1đľûħĵ ĺùûý: ĺņĸõā )2( ĺùûý: ĺĸöŅ ĺĸ 
ēĸŀĸ K+ 1đľûħĵ.  

PITCHESS MOTION – A request made by the defendant 
for discovery of a peace officer’s personnel file with regards 
to any complaints or acts of excessive force and violence. 

 ēĘĂý üĶĠ-  Ľý HďİĂŅ üĶĠ  ńěĎĘĵ+ īĶĹĵ+ ĉĂĭĵ ķĿĂĹĵ+
 GûĹħĂĔõý Ľĵ ĴĈĔ 7ŀćK ĺĦ īĘĳĶĵ &ĺĸ+ ğýûĞý =ûĎĵ+

7ďěĵ+ /ĐĿý ĽņĶĦ MKûĳė K+ ÿĠđĭĸ 1ŀį K+ īļĦ.  

PLAINTIFF – The person or company that files a lawsuit. ńĦďĹĵ+ –ÿņùûĞį LŀĦ7 ĥĬđā ÿĲđė K+ ęĎė .  

PLEA – In a criminal case, the defendant’s statement 
pleading “guilty” or “not guilty” in answer to the charges. 
(See also NOLO CONTENDRE). 

 ķĿĂĹĵ+ 79–+ 79 ŀľ  ķĿĂĵ+ ŁĶĦ ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ ķĿĂĹĵ
ķĿĂĶĵ ûĻ/đĳĻ K+ &üĻĐĵõý ûĬ/đĂĦ/ IŀĳŅ I+ ûĸõĬ &Ľņĵ/ ÿĿćŀĹĵ+.  

PLEA BARGAIN – An agreement between the prosecutor 
and the defendant. It lets the defendant plead guilty to a less 
serious charge, if the court approves. 

ŁĶĦ ÿĸKûĕĸ ķĿĂĹĵ+ 79 -   Hûħĵ+ )ûĦ7о+ ĺņý ÿņįûĭā+ ńľ
 üĻĐĵõý D/đĂĦкõý ķĿĂĹĶĵ ĉĹĕā &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿİĬ/ŀĹý &ķĿĂĹĵ+K

19ŀġč Ĵį+ ÿĹĿĂý ĽĹŅđĈā  Ĵýûİĸ.  

PLEAD – To admit or deny committing a crime. 7đŅ/ HûĿāо+ ŁĶĦ üņĈŅ-  ĽĿņĭļŅ K+ ÿĹŅđĈĵõý DđĂħŅ.  

PLEADING – Written statements filed with the court that 
describes a party’s legal or factual claims about the case and 
what the party wants from the court. 

  Iûņý– ńĬ DđĠ ĽņĬ īěŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ĥĬđŅ ńýûĂĲ Iûņý 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ üĶġŅ /8ûĸK ĽùûĦ7/ ÿİņİĊ K+ ÿņĦđė ÿņĞİĵ+.  

POLLING THE JURY – A practice in which jurors are 
asked individually whether they agree with the final verdict 
in the case they just decided. 

ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ĀŅŀěā – ûľ9/đį ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Hďİā ûĸďļĦ 
 ĺĸ ďĊ/K ĴĲ ĺĸ ńĝûİĵ+ üĶġŅ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ńùûĿļĵ+

ĶĦ ĽĂİĬ/ŀĸ ĺĦ ĺĶħŅ I+ J9K7 ńĬ ûľ)ûĞĦ+ńùûĿļĵ+ 9/đİĵ/ Ł.  

POLYGRAPH – Lie detector test and the apparatus for 
conducting the test. 

 0Đĳĵ+ īĘĲ–0Đĳĵ+ īĘĲ ÿĵ*K &0Đĳĵ+ īĘĲ ęċĬ .  
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POSSESSION OF DRUGS – The presence of drugs on the 
accused for recreational use or for the purpose to sell. 

/9ďĎĸ 1:ûņĊ 2- ûĿĵûĹħĂĔк ęĎė 1:ûņĊ ńĬ 2/9ďĎĸ 7ŀćK  
ûĿħņþĵ K+ ÿħĂĹĶĵ.  

POST CONVICTION – A procedure by which a 
convicted defendant challenges the conviction and/or 
sentence on the basis of some alleged violation or error. 

 ÿĻ/7к+ ďħý–ý ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĽņĬ HŀİŅ ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+  K+ ÿĻ/7к+ ĺħġ
ĺņĸŀĦĒĸ õġč+ K+ ÿĭĵûĎĸ ŁĶĦ )ûļý ķĳċĵ+..  

POSTPONEMENT – To put off or delay a court hearing.  Ĵņćõā–ûľđņčõā K+ ÿĕĶć Ĵņćõā .  

POUR-OVER WILL – A will that leaves some or all 
estate property to a trust established before the will-maker’s 
death. 

 ÿņĚK ńĬ ĴŅŀċā– ĥņĹć K+ &Fпĸк+ ĺĸ /)Ēć FđĂā ÿņĚK 
ĽāûĬK Ĵþį ÿņĚŀĵ+ üāûĲ ûľõĘĻ+ ÿĻûĸ+ Łĵ/ Fпĸк+.  

POWER OF ATTORNEY – Formal authorization of a 
person to act in the interest of another person. 

 ńĹĔ9 ĴņĲŀā 'ÿĵûĲK– DđěĂĶĵ ęĎĘĵ ńĹĔ9 ĜŅŀĭā 
 đč* ęĎė ĉĵûěĹýĽļĦ ÿýûņĻ.  

PRAYER- A request of the court to grant the process, aid, 
or relief which the complainant desires; also, that portion of 
a document containing such request. 

 ĴĔŀā– Iŀħĵ+ ĽņĬ ďĘļŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ńĳĂĘĹĵ+ ĺĸ )ûć9 
ĽĂņĞį ńĬ 8ûİĻк+K.Ņ+ 5пġĚк+ ĮĶġŅ  ďļĂĕĹĵ+ ńĶĦ ûĞ

)ûćđĵ+ /Đľ Ĵąĸ ĺĹĞĂĹĵ+.  

PRECEDENT –A court decision in an earlier case that the 
court uses to decide similar or new cases. 

 ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿİýûĔ– ĐĎā+ ĮýûĔ 9/đİĵ ûİĬK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ JĐĎĂā 9/đį 
ÿĿýûĘĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ.  

PREINJUNCTION – Court order requiring action or 
forbidding action until a decision can be made whether to 
issue a permanent injunction. It differs from a 
TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER. 

 Mđć: đĸ+K+ Įþĕĸ Mďņņİā – ûěĎė üćŀĂĕŅ ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ 
 Ĵěā ŁĂĊ &ûĸ ĴĹħý Hûņİĵ+ ĺĸ ĽħļĹŅ K+ ûĸ ĴĹħý HŀİŅ I+ ŁĶĦ

į Łĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+  9/ďĚ+ GŀĊ 9/đ Mđć: đĸ+K+ Mďņņİā ķù/7. 
 M+ đĸк+ /ĐľK" Mđć: đĸ+K+Įþĕĸ Mďņņİā "  ĺĦ īĶĂĎŅ " 

 Mđć: đĸ+K+Āįöĸ Mďņņİā  ."  

PREJUDICE – When an act or decision affects a person’s 
rights in a negative way. 

 9ûĝ 'ĒņċĂĸ–IûĕĻ/ EŀİĊ ńĬ ûþĶĔ đĄöŅ 9/đį K+ ĴħĬ .  

PREJUDICIAL ERROR – Synonymous with reversible 
error ; an error which authorizes the appellate court to 
reverse the judgment before it. 

 9ûĝ ğĶĩ–G D7/đĸ 5пġĚ+  7K7đĸ ğĶĩ.  ńġħŅ ğĶĩ
Įýûĕĵ+ ķĳċĵ+ đņņĪĂĵ ÿġĶĕĵ/ DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ.  

PREJUDICIAL EVIDENCE – Evidence which might 
unfairly sway the judge or jury to one side or the other. 

 19ûĝ ÿļņý– K+ ńĝûİĵ+ ķĳĊ ÿĵ/ďĦ ŁĶĦ đĄöā I/ ĺĳĹŅ ÿļņý 
ĒņċĂý đčйĵ+ IK7 DđĠ Łĵ/ IŀĶņĹņĬ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ.   

PRELIMINARY HEARING – The hearing available to a 
person charged with a felony to determine if there is enough 
evidence (probable cause) to hold him for trial. 

 ÿņù/ďý ÿĕĶć– 9đİĂŅ ńĳĵ &ÿŅûļĈý ķĿĂĸ ęĎĘĵ 1đĬŀĂĸ ÿĕĶć 
 ÿņĬûĲ ÿĵ7+ Fûļľ IûĲ /8/)ĴĹĂċĸ üþĔ/ĽņćK( ĽņĶĦ ĒĈċĶĵ 

ÿĹĲûċĹĶĵ.  

PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION – In civil cases when it 
is necessary to preserve the status quo prior to trial, the 
court may issue this or a temporary restraining order 
ordering a party to carry out a specified activity. 

 ńùďþĸ Mďņņİā đĸ+– I+ ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ M9KđĞĵ+ ĺĸ 
Ĺĵ+ 9ďěā I+ ĺĳĹŅ &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ÿļľ/đĵ+ ÿĵûċĵ+ Ģĭċā ÿĹĳċ

  ûĂįöĸ ûŅďņņİā /đĸ+ K+  ûņùďþĸ ûŅďņņİā /đĸ+ ĺĸ ĽņĬ üĶġā
7ďċĸ ĴħĬ Đņĭļā DđĠ.   
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PREMEDITATION –The planning of a crime before the 
crime takes place, rather than committing the crime on the 
spur of the moment. 

9/đĚк+ ĮþĔ –ā9/ ēĳĦ  &ÿĹŅđć 0ûĳā9к ğņġĎā  ńĬ ûĿýûĳ
AûĬďĻ/ ÿĤċĵ.   

PREMISES – That which is put before; that which 
precedes; the foregoing statements. 

 2ûĸďİĹĵ+–ÿİýûĕĵ+ 2ûĻûņþĵ+ 'ĮþĔ ûĸ 'пþį ĥĝK ûĸ .  

PREPERMANENCY HEARING – The hearing 
conducted according to Welfare and Institutions Code 
Section 366.21(e) for foster care placement children who 
were over age three at the time of detention, to monitor the 
welfare of the child and evaluate the parents’ reunification 
efforts. 

 ÿĹù/7 ÿġč 7ûĈŅ/ Ĵþį ÿĕĶć- – IŀĻûį üćŀĹý ďİħā ÿĕĶć 
  ķį9 <ûħĻк+K 2ûĕĔöĹĵ+366.21 )M/( GûĭĠк ÿĻûĞĊ 7ûĈŅк  

 K &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ĺĈĔ ûĸďļĦ ÿąĵûąĵ+ ĺĔ Āċā ķľ9ûĹĦ+ ĀĻûĲ
 7оKк+ ĴĹė ķĞĵ ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ 7ŀĿć ķņņİāK  &ķĿĂņľûĬ9 ÿþį/đĹĵ

ûĹĿņĵ/.   

PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE – To win a 
civil case, the plaintiff has to prove that most of the 
evidence is on his or her side. 

 ÿļņþĵ+ Iûċć9– I+ ĀþąŅ I+ &ÿņĻďĸ LŀĦ7 ĉýđņĵ &ńĦďĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ 
ĽċĵûĚ ńĬ ÿĵ7к+ ĥņĹć.  

PRESENTENCE REPORT – A report prepared by the 
probation department for the judge when sentencing a 
defendant. Describes defendant’s background: financial, 
job, and family status; community ties; criminal history; and 
facts of the current offense. 

ķĳċĵ+ Ĵþį Iûņý – ĺĸ ÿþį/đĸ ĺĦ ÿĵKöĕĹĵ+ 1đù/ďĵ+ Jďħā đŅđİā 
 ĽħĝK 'ĽĶĹĦ &ķĿĂĹĵ+ ÿņĭĶč ĽņĬ īěā &9ûþĂčк+ 1đĂĬ ńĬ ķľ

 ĽĎŅ9ûā 'ÿņĦûĹĂćк+ ĽāûĠûþā9/ 'ńĶùûħĵ+ ĽħĝK &ńĵûĹĵ+ 'ńùûļĈĵ+
 9ďěņĵ ńĝûİĵ+ Łĵ/ ĽĸďİāK &ĽĬđĂį+ MĐĵ+ HđĈĵ+ ĺĦ ĮùûİĊK

ĽþćŀĹý ĽĹĳĊ.  

PRESENTMENT – Declaration or document issued by a 
grand jury that either makes a neutral report or notes 
misdeeds by officials charged with specified public duties. 
It ordinarily does not include a formal charge of crime. A 
presentment differs from an INDICTMENT. 

9ûħė/ )2ûĸŀĶħĸ ķŅďİā( – ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņľ ĺĸ ÿİņĄK K+ IпĦ/ 
 ķĿā/ 0ŀĻ8 ĺĦ ÿúņĿĵ+ )ûĞĦ+ ûĿĂĻK7 ńĂĵ/ 2ûĤĊпĹĵûý LđþĲ

 2ûþć/K ķĿĂŅ7õā )ûļĄ+ ûľŀĬđĂį+ ķĿĻ+ ŁĶĦ IŀņĹĔ9 Iŀĭģŀĸ ûĿý
ÿņĻďĸÿļņħĸ . JĐľ MŀĂċā о 17ûħĵ+ ńĬK 2ûĸŀĶħĹĵ+ HûĿāõŃĶĦ 

 īĶĂĎā ńľK &ÿĹŅđĈĵûý ńĹĔ9HûĿāк+ ÿċùо ĺĦ.   

PRESUMED FATHER – A man who is married to the 
mother of the child, who has signed a declaration of 
paternity, or has received the child into his home and held 
the child out to the community as his child, whether that 
man is the biological father of the child, or not. 

 >đĂĭĸ 0+– IпĦ/ ĥįK ďįK Ĵĭġĵ+ 1ďĵ/K ĺĸ 4KĒĂĸ Ĵć9  
 ĽĻõĲ ĽĂņý Łĵ/ ĽħĝKK ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ ĺĸ /ďĵK  Đč+  ĽĻ+ I/ K+ &Ľāŀý+

Ņ ķĵ K+ ĽþĶĚ ĺĸ Ĵĭġĵ+ IûĲ )/ŀĔ  &JďĵKĺĳ.   

PRESUMPTION – An inference of the truth or falsity of a 
proposition or fact, that stands until rebutted by evidence to 
the contrary. 

  ÿņĝđĬ– ûŅ9ûĔ ŁİþŅ ÿħį/K K+ ÿņĞį ûġč K+ EďĚ 4ûĂļĂĔ+ 
ıĵ8 ēĳĦ ÿĵ7к+ Āþąā ŁĂĊ.  

PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE – A hallowed 
principle of criminal law that a person is innocent of a crime 
until proven guilty. The government has the burden of 
proving every element of a crime beyond a reasonable 
doubt and the defendant has no burden to prove his 
innocence. 

1)/đþĵ+ >/đĂĬ/-Ċ .đý   ńĬ ;ďİĸ +ďþĸ ŀľ ĽĂĻ/7/ Āþąā ŁĂ
ńùûļĈĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+. đĚûļĦ ĥņĹć 2ûþĄ/ øþĦ ÿĸŀĳċĵ+ ŁĶĦ ĥİŅ 

 øþĦ AûĬďĵ/ ŁĶĦ ēņĵK &Gŀİħĸ ıĘĵ GûĈĸ Fđā IKďý ÿĹŅđĈĵ+
1)/đþĵ+ 2ûþĄ/.  

PRESUMPTION OF LAW – a rule of law that courts and 
judges shall draw a particular inference from a particular 
fact, or from particular evidence. 

 ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿļŅđį– ÿļŅđį 4ûĂļĂĔûý ķĲûċĹĶĵ ĉĹĕŅ ńĻŀĻûį  HûĤĻ 
ÿļņħĸ ÿĵ7+ ĺĸ K+ ÿļņħĸ ÿħį/K ĺĸ.  
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PRETERMITTED CHILD – A child born after a will was 
written, who is not provided for by the will. Most states 
have laws that provide for a share of estate property to go to 
such children. 

GŀĭĪĹĵ+ ďĵŀĵ+ – &ûĿņĬ đĲĐŅ ķĵK ÿņĚK ÿýûĂĲ ďħý ďĵK ĺĸ ŀľ 
7оKк+ )оöľ ĴąĹĵ ÿĲđĂĵ+ ĺĸ ÿěĊ ĺĸöā 2ûŅоŀĵ+ ķĤħĸ ĺĳĵK.  

PRETRIAL CONFERENCE – Any time both sides of the 
case go to court before trial. In criminal cases, it’s usually 
when the defendant and prosecutor talk about settling the 
case. 

ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Ĵþį AûĹĂć/ – Ĵþį ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ĺņĬđġĵ+ AûĹĂć/ 
ÿĹĲûċĹĵ/. AûĬďĵ+ ĥĸ Hûħĵ+ )ûĦ7к+ ĥĹĂĈŅ ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ 

ÿņĞİĵ/ ķĕĊ ĺĦ ķĶĳĂĶĵ.  

PRIMA FACIE CASE – A case that is sufficient and has 
the minimum amount of evidence necessary to allow it to 
continue in the judicial process. From the Latin for “from 
first view.” 

 ŁĵKк+ 1đĤļĵ+ ĺĸ– Łĵ/ đņĘŅK ÿļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ+ ĺĸ 5пġĚ+ 
 ÿĸ:пĵ+ ÿĵ7к+ ĺĸ ŁĻ7к+ ďċĵ+ ĺĹĞĂā ÿņĞį ńĬ ûĿĂħýûĂĹĵ

)ûĞİĵ+.  

PRINCIPAL – The source of authority or right. +ďþĸ –ĮĊ K+ ÿġĶĔ 9ďěĸ .  

PRINCIPALS – Persons who are involved in committing 
or attempting to commit a crime.  Includes those who 
directly and actively commit or attempt to commit the 
crime, or those who assist (aid and abet) in the commission 
or attempted commission of the crime. 

 ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ /ŀþĳāđĸK+ /ŀĶĦûĬ– 0ûĳā9+ ńĬ IŀĠ9ŀĂĸ =ûĎė+ 
 1đėûþĹĵ+ ÿįпħĵ+ MK8 ķĿņĬ ûĹý &ûĿýûĳā9/ ÿĵKûċĸ ńĬ K+ ÿĹŅđć

 &ûĿýûĳā9/ ÿĵKûċĸ K+ ûĿýûĳā9/ ńĬďĦûĔ K  /KďĿĸ ĺĸ K+ /K
ûĿýûĳā9+ ÿĵKûċĸ K+ ûĿýûĳā9/ ŁĶĦ.  

PRINCIPLE TERM – Greatest term of imprisonment 
imposed by the court on any one count, imposed of base 
term plus any enhancements, to which subordinate terms are 
added. 

 ÿņĕņù9 ķĳĊ 1ďĸ– ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ûľ9ďěā ĺĈĔ 1ďĸ đþĲ+ ńľK 
Ħ Łĵ/ ÿĬûĝоûý ÿņĔûĔк+ 1ďĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ )ûļý ÿņĸûĿā/ 1đİĬ ŁĶ

ÿŅŀĻûąĵ+ 7ďĹĵ+ ûĿņĶĦ 7/ĒŅK  &17ďĘĹĵ+ ÿýŀİħĵ+.               
                                                       

       

PRIORS – Term meaning previous conviction(s) of the 
accused. 

Įý/ŀĔ –7/ ûļľ ńļħā ķĿĂĹĶĵ ÿİýûĔ 2ûĻ/.  

PRIOR CONVICTION – As used in Superior Court 
pleadings, an allegation that defendant has previously been 
imprisoned. 

 ÿİýûĔ ÿĻ/7+- ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 ńĬ ĴĹħĂĕŅ 5пġĚ+  
ûİýûĔ ûĻŀĈĕĸ IûĲ ķĿĂĹĵ+ I+ Łĵ/ ķĦĒāK ûņĶĦ.  

PRIOR INCONSISTENT STATEMENT – In evidence, 
these are prior statements made by the witness which 
contradict statements the witness made on the witness stand. 

 ÿý9ûĞĂĸ ÿİýûĔ 17ûĿė– ďį ďľûĘĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ ÿļņþĲ ĴĹħĂĕā 
 ÿěļĸ ŁĶĦ ûĿĸďį ńĂĵ/ Ľā7ûĿĘĵ ÿĭĵûĎĸ G/ŀįõý ûİýûĔ 5đĚ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

PRISON – A federal or state public building or other place 
for the confinement of persons. It is used as either a 
punishment imposed by the law or otherwise in the course 
of the administration of justice. Also known as penitentiary, 
penal institution, adult correctional institution, or jail. 

ĺĈĔ –   )ķĔк+( ĒĈċĵ ńĵ/9ďņĭĵ+ 7ûċāк+ K+ ÿŅоŀĶĵ 7ŀħŅ )ûļý 
ĺņĸđĈĹĵ+.ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅK : 'ÿņù/Ēć ÿĕĔöĸ  '3/ďĊ+ ÿņĊпĚ+ 

ēþĊ K+ 'ĺņĪĵûþĵ+ 5пĚ+ ÿĕĔöĸ. )Ĵħĭĵ+( K+ IŀĻûİĵ+ >đĭŅ 
ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ ÿýŀİĦÿņĵďħĵ+ 19/7к+.  

PRIVACY, RIGHT OF – The right to be left alone; the 
right of a person to be free from unwarranted publicity. 

 2ûņĚŀěĎĵ+ ÿĻûěĊ ĮĊ– &ĽĻõėK FđĂŅ I+ ńĬ IûĕĻк+ ĮĊ 
K ÿĬûċěĶĵ ûĬďľ ĽāûņĚŀěč Iŀĳā о I+K/Hûħĵ+ GŀĞĭĵ+ K+.  

PRIVILEGE – An advantage not enjoyed by all; a special 
exemption from prosecution or other lawsuits. (See also 
IMMUNITY.) 

 :ûņĂĸ+–;ûļĵ+ üĵûĩ ûĿý ĥĂĹĂŅ о ÿņĶĞĬ+ . ĺĸ =ûč )ûĭĦ/ 
ĽņĶĦ LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 K+ ĽņĶĦ )ûĦ7к+. )ûĞŅ+ đĤĻ+: ÿĻûěĊ(  
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PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS – Confidential 
communications to certain persons that are protected by law 
against any disclosure, including forced disclosure in legal 
proceedings. Communications between lawyer and client, 
physician and patient, psychotherapist and patient, priest, 
minister, or rabbi and penitent are typically privileged. 

 1:ûĂĹĸ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ-  )1( JďļĦ ęĎė ûĿņļĂİŅ ÿŅđĔ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ 
 īĘĳĶĵ 1ŀİĵûý HĒĵ+ ŀĵ ŁĂĊ ûĿý 5ŀþĵ+ Hďħĵ ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿĻûěĊ

ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ ńĬ ûĿļĦ. )2( ńĸûċĸ ĺņý ÿĵ7ûþĂĸ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ 
 ēį K+ ĺľûĲ &ĽĞŅđĸK ńĻûĕĭĻ Ćĵûħĸ &ĽĞŅđĸK üņþĠ &ĽĶĲŀĸK

ķĿĂņĦ9 ĺĸ IŀĬđĂħĹĵ+K HûčûĊ K+. đþĂħā 2ûĸŀĶħĹĵ+ JĐľ ĴĲ 
ĸ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ1:ûĂĹûĿý 5ŀþĵ+ HďĦ ńĬ :ûņĂĸо+ ĮĊ ûĿĵ M+ .  

PRIVITY – Mutual or successive relationships to the same 
right of property, or the same interest of one person with 
another which represents the same legal right. 

 ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĶěĵ+–к K+ FđĂĘĸ ĽĻк ıĶĹý ęĎĘĵ+ ÿĶĚ  GKöŅ ĽĻ
 2/8 ĺņěĎĘĵ+ пĲ ńġħā ÿĲđĂĘĸ ÿċĶěĸ K+ &ÿĬпĎĵûý Ľņĵ/

 ÿņĦđĘĵ+ Eŀİċĵ+ 

PROBABLE CAUSE – A good reason to believe that a 
crime has or is being committed; the basis for all lawful 
searches, seizures, and arrests. 

 Gŀİħĸ üþĔ–đć 7ŀćŀý 7ûİĂĦлĵ ńĬûĲ üþĔ  ĀĄďĊ )/ŀĔ &ÿĹŅ
 &ĒĈċĵ+K &ĖņĂĭĂĵ+ Įċĵ ÿņĔûĔ/ 1ďĦûį ŀľK &3ďċĂĔ ûĿĻ/ K+

,īņįŀĂĵ/.  

PROBATE – The judicial process to determine if a will of 
a dead person is genuine or not; lawful distribution of a 
decedent’s estate. 

 )/đć+  ĥŅ:ŀāK &ÿņĚŀĵ+ ÿċĚ ńĬ ďĲõĂĶĵ ńĻŀĻûį ŁĶĦ ÿĲđĂĵ/
ĺņņĦđĘĵ+ ÿĄ9ŀĵ+.   3/đņĹĵ+ ńĬ Įņİċā–  

PROBATE COURT – The court with authority to deal 
with the estates of people who have died. 

  3/đņĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ– ďħý 2ûĲđĂĵ+ ûŅûĞį ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ JĐľ Ćĵûħā 
ûĿþĊûĚ 1ûĬK.  

PROBATE ESTATE – All the assets in an estate that are 
subject to probate. This does not include all property. For 
example, property in joint tenancy are not part of the 
probate estate. 

3/đņĹĵ+ –3/đņĹĵ+ ĮņİċĂĵ ÿħĝûĎĵ+ 2ûĳĶĂĹĹĵ+ ĴĲ  . Ĝħý 
ÿĲđĂĘĹĵ+ Fпĸк+ Ĵąĸ 3/đņĹĶĵ ĥĞĎā о 2ûĳĶĂĹĹĵ+.  

PROBATION – A sentencing alternative to imprisonment 
in which the court releases a convicted defendant under 
supervision of a probation officer that makes certain that the 
defendant follows certain rules, for example, gets a job, gets 
drug counseling. 

9ûþĂč/ 1đĂĬ-ĴŅďý ķĳĊ   5/đĔ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĽņĬ ĮĶġā ĺċĕĶĵ 
 ÿþį/đĹĵ+ ğýûĝ ÿþį/đĸ Āċā ŁİþŅ I+ ŁĶĦ ĽņĶĦ HŀĳċĹĵ+
 ĴĹħý HŀİŅ ķĿĂĹĵ+ Iõý ďĲõĂĶĵ H:пĵ+ ĴĹĦ ĺĦ GKöĕĹĵ+

 7ûė9к+K ĢĦŀĵ/ 2ûĕĶć 9ŀĞĊK &ĴĹĦ 7ûĈŅûĲ ĽņĶĦ >KđĭĹĵ+
2/9ďĎĹĵ+ ńĠûħā ďĝ.  

PROBATION BEFORE JUDGMENT (PBJ) – A 
conditional avoidance of imposing a sentence after 
conviction.  

 ķĳċĵ+ Ĵþį 9ûþĂč+ 1đĂĬ–?KđĘý ÿĻ/7к+ ďħý ÿýŀİħĵ+ M7ûĭā .  

PROBATION DEPARTMENT – The department that 
oversees the actions of those who are on probation as well 
as the location of where probation officers work. 

7 9ûþĂč/ 1đĂĬ ńĬ ķľ ĺĸ ÿþį/đĸ 1đù/– ĺĦ ÿĵKöĕĹĵ+ 1đù/ďĵ+ 
ÿþį/đĹĵ+ Āċā ķľ ĺĸ FŀĶĔ ÿþį/đĸ. ĴĹħŅ MĐĵ+ IûĳĹĵ+ ıĵĐĲ 

ÿþį/đĹĵ+ ?ûþĝ ĽņĬ.  

PROBATION OFFICER – One who supervises a person 
placed on probation and is required to report the progress 
and to surrender the them if they violate the terms and 
conditions of the probation. 

 ÿþį/đĹĵ+ ğýûĝ– &9ûþĂčк+ 1đĂĬ ńĬ ęĎė ÿþį/đĹý  HŀİŅ ĺĸ 
 &ęĎĘĵ+ FŀĶĔ HďİāK ĺĕċā ĺĦ /đŅ9ûİā üĂĳŅ I+ ûĞŅ+ ĽņĶĦK

9ûþĂčк+ 1đĂĬ ?KđėK HûĤļý Ĵč+ /8+ 2ûġĶĕĵ+ Łĵ/ ĽĹņĶĕā K+. 
  

PRO BONO – Legal work done for free.  From the Latin 
meaning “for the public good.”  

ÿĸûħĵ+ ÿċĶěĹĶĵ–ûĻûĈĸ ńĻŀĻûį ĴĹĦ ķŅďİā  . )ûć 5пġĚк+ 
ÿņļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ+ ĺĸ.  
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PROCEDURAL LAW – The method, established 
normally by rules to be followed in a case; the formal steps 
in a judicial proceeding. 

 2/)/đćк+ IŀĻûį -ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ĥþĂāK ķĤļĵ+ ûĿĂĕĔ/ ÿİŅđĠ  . 
ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ ńĬ ÿņĶĳĘĵ+ 2/ŀġĎĵ+.  

PRODUCTS LIABILITY – Refers to the legal liability of 
manufacturers and sellers to compensate buyers, users and 
even bystanders for damages or injuries suffered because of 
defects in goods purchased. 

 2ûĈĂļĹĵ+ ÿņĵKöĕĸ– ńĂĵ+ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+ Łĵ/ đņĘā 
 ĺŅđĂĘĹĵ+ Łĵ/ 2ûĞŅŀħā ĥĬ7 ńĬ Iŀħùûþĵ+K ĥĻûěĹĵ+ ûĿĶĹċĂā

 üþĕý 2ûýûĚ+ 3KďĊ ÿĵûĊ ńĬ ĺņćđĭĂĹĵ+ ŁĂĊK ĺņĳĶĿĂĕĹĵ+K
ÿĦûĞþĵ/ ńĬ üņĦ.   

PROFFER – An offer of proof as to what the evidence 
would be if a witness were called to testify or answer a 
question. 

 >đĦ K+ ķŅďİā– ÿĵûĊ ńĬ ÿļņþĵ+ IŀĳĂĔ ûĹĦ Ĵņĵ7 >đĦ 
Ľā7ûĿĘý о7лĵ K+ 0/ŀĈĂĔлĵ ďľûĘĵ+ ńĦďĂĔ/.  

PRO HAC VICE – for this one particular occasion.  For 
example, an out-of-state lawyer may be admitted to practice 
in a local jurisdiction for a particular case only. From the 
Latin meaning “for this turn.” 

 1đĹĵ+ JĐĿĵ–ńļħŅK ÿņļņāпĵ+ ÿĪĶĵ+ ĺĸ 5пġĚк/ ĴĚ+  : ğİĬ 
ÿĚûĎĵ+ ÿþĔûļĹĵ+ JĐĿĵ.пąĸ : Lđč+ ÿŅоK ĺĸ ńĸûċĹĵ ĉĹĕŅ 

7 ńĬ ĥĬ/đĂŅ Iõý ÿļņħĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ &J7KďĊ 49ûč ÿņùûĞį 1đù/
ğİĬ.  

PROHIBITION:  Act or law that forbids something. đĤĊĥļĸ '-ûúņė ĥļĹŅ ńùûĞį đĸ+  .  

PROMISSORY NOTE – A written document that says a 
person promises to pay money to another. 

 ÿņġč ÿĵûĭĲ–ďĵ ęĎė ĺĸ /ďĦK ĺĹĞĂā ÿİņĄK  Łĵ/ оûĸ ĥĬ
đč* ęĎė.  

PROOF – Any fact or evidence that leads to a judgment of 
the court. 

 2ûþĄ+ 'Iûľđý–ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ķĳĊ Łĵ/ M7ŀŅ ÿİņİĊ K+ Ĵņĵ7 M+ U
.  

PROOF OF SERVICE – A form filed with the court that 
proves that court papers were properly delivered to 
someone. 

 ķņĶĕā Iûľđý– ęĎė Łĵ/ ÿĹĳċĸ E/9K+ ķņĶĕā ĀþąŅ 48ŀĹĻ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ īĶĸ ńĬ ĢĭċŅK &ûĸ.  

PRO PER – Person who presents their own cases in court 
without lawyers (See also IN PROPIA PERSONA and PRO 
SE.) 

 Ľĕĭļý–ńĸûċĸ IKďý ĽĕĭĻ ĺĦ ĥĬ/đĂŅ ęĎė .  

PROPERTY – Something tangible or intangible that 
someone holds legal title. 

 ıĶĸ K+ ÿņĳĶĸ– )/ŀĔ &ıņĶĹā ďļĔ ĽņĬ ĽĵK ęĎĘĵ+ ĽĳĶĹŅ ûĸ 
;ŀĹĶĸ đņĩ K+ ûĔŀĹĶĸ øĘĵ+ /Đľ IûĲ.  

PRO SE – Person  who presents their own cases in court 
without lawyers (See also PRO PER and PRO SE.) 

 Ľĕĭļý–ęĎė ńĸûċĸ IKďý ĽĕĭĻ ĺĦ ĥĬ/đĂŅ .  

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY – A public office who 
prosecutes criminal cases for the state.  See PROSECUTOR 
and DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 

 Hûħĵ+ )ûĦ7к+ ńĸûċĸ– ĥĬđŅ ÿĵKďĵ+ Lďĵ ńĹĔ9 īģŀĸ ŀľ 
ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĺĦ ÿýûņĻ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ+ ÿņùûļĈĵ+ LKûĦďĵ+.  

PROSECUTION – The party that starts a criminal case 
and files criminal charges. The prosecution is the lawyer for 
the state. A common name for the state’s side of the case. 

 Hûħĵ+ )ûĦ7к+– Łĵ/ ûĿħĬđŅK ÿņĞİĵûý +ďþŅ MĐĵ+ Dđġĵ+ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĴąĹŅ ńĸûċĸ ŀľ ıĵĐĲ . Dđġĵ+ ŁĶĦ ĮĶġŅ ûĸ 

ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĴąĹĹĵ/.  

PROSECUTOR – A trial lawyer representing the 
government in a criminal case and the interests of the state 
in civil matters. In criminal cases, the prosecutor has the 
responsibility of deciding who and when to file charges. 

 Hûħĵ+ ńĦďĹĵ+– ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ûĿċĵûěĸK ÿĵKďĵ+ ĴąĹŅ ńĸûċĸ 
ÿņĻďĹĵ+. ďŅďċā ĽĂņĵKöĕĸ ĽņĶĦ ĥİŅ ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ ûĸ+ 

ŁĂĸK HûĿāк+ E/9K+ ĥĬđņĔ ĺĸ.  
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PROSTITUTION – The performance or agreement to 
perform a sexual act for hire. 

 )ûĪþĵ+–ķĂŅ ÿņĕļć ÿįпĦ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ Ĵýûİĸ ûĿņĶĦ Eûĭāк+ .  

PROTECTIVE ORDER – A court order to protect a 
person from further harassment, service of process, or 
discovery. 

 ńùûįK đĸ+– 19đĳĸ 2ûİŅûĞĸ ĺĸ ęĎė ÿŅûĹċĵ ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ 
DûĘĂĲ/ ĺĸ K+ &ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ ĨņĶþā ĺĸ K+ &ÿņĬûĝ+.  

PRO TEM – A temporary assigned official with authority 
to hear and decide cases in a court. 

 ûĂįöĸ– AûĹĔ ńĬ ÿġĶĔ Ľĵ ńĹĔ9 īģŀĹĵ Āįöĸ ĺņņħā  
2/9/đİĵ/ Đč+K ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ûŅûĞį.  

PROXIMATE CAUSE – The act that caused an event to 
occur.  

 đėûþĸ üþĔ–įK Łĵ/ L7+ MĐĵ+ Ĵħĭĵ/ 37ûċĵ+ Aŀ.  

PUBLIC DEFENDER – A lawyer picked by the court to 
represent a defendant who cannot afford a lawyer. 

 HûĦ AûĬ7 ńĸûċĸ– ķĿĂĸ ĺĦ AûĬďĶĵ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ J9ûĂĎā ńĸûċĸ 
ńĸûċĸ ĺņņħĂĵ ÿŅ7ûĸ 2ûņĻûĳĸ+ ĽŅďĵ ēņĵ.  

PUNITIVE DAMAGES – Money awarded to an injured 
person, over and above the measurable value of the injury, 
in order to punish the person who hurt him. 

 ÿņýûİĦ K+ ÿņù/Ēć 2ûĞŅŀħā- &0ûěĹĶĵ ĉļĹŅ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ 
 üþĕā MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ÿþįûħĹĵ ıĵ8K ÿýûĚк+ ĺĹĄ EŀĭŅK LďħĂŅ

ĽĂŅ8+ ńĬ.  

PURGE – To clean or clear, such as eliminating inactive 
records from court files; with respect to civil contempt, to 
clear the noncompliance that caused the contempt finding. 

 đĿġŅ- đņĩ 2пĈĔ ĺĸ ęĶĎĂĵõĲ 2ûĭĶĹĵ+ ńİļŅ K+ īĤļŅ  
 ÿĵ/:/ ŀĿĬ &ńĻďĹĵ+ Iûņěħĵõý ĮĶħĂŅ ûĹņĬ ûĸ+ 'ûĿý GŀĹħĸ

IûņěħĶĵ 2ûþþĕĸ.  

QUANTUM MERUIT – Latin meaning “as much as he 
deserves,” and describes the extent of liability on a contract 
implied by law. 

ĮċĂĕŅ ûĸ 9ďİý – ÿņĵKöĕĸ Lďĸ īěāK &ÿņļņāпĵ+ ĺĸ ûľûļħĸ 
IŀĻûİĵ+ ĽĝđĭŅ ûĸ ĥĬďý ďİħĵ+.  

QUASH – To overthrow, to vacate, to annul or make void.  ĮċĕŅ–ĴġþŅ &BđĭŅ K+ ńĶĎŅ &üĶİŅ .  

QUASI JUDICIAL – Authority or discretion vested in an 
officer whose actions are of a judicial character. 

ńùûĞį Ľþė – ńĹĔ9 īģŀĹĵ ĉļĹā Dđěā ÿŅđĊ K+ ÿġĶĔ   
ÿņùûĞį GûĹĦõý HŀİŅ.  

QUID PRO QUO – Something for something; giving one 
valuable thing for another. 

 øĘĵõý øĘĵ+– &ÿĹņİĵ+ 2/8 Ľĵ &đč* øė Ĵýûİĸ øė )ûġĦ+ 
ĜŅŀħĂĵ+ ĴņþĔ ŁĶĦ K+ ĜŅŀħĂĲ.  

QUO WARRANTO – A writ issuable by the state, through 
which it demands an individual show by what right he or 
she exercises authority which can only be exercised through 
a grant from the state or why he or she should not be 
removed from a state office. 

 ńùûĞį đĸ+ ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĺĦ 9ďěŅ Mûý đĿĤŅ I+ 7đĬ ĺĸ ĽņĬ üĶġā
 ĮĊ;9ûĹŅ /8ûĹĵK &ÿŅоŀĵ+ ÿİĬ/ŀĹý ğİĬ ûĿý ûĊŀĹĕĸ ÿġĶĔ 

ĺĸ ĽĬđĚ K+ ĽĶİĻ HďĦ üĈŅ ĽĂĭņģK ÿņĸŀĳċĵ+.  

RAP SHEET – A written summary of a person’s criminal 
history. 

ęĎĘĵ ńùûļĈĵ+ ČŅ9ûĂĵ+ ęĎĶĸ ĺĹĞĂā ÿį9K.  

RAPE – Unlawful intercourse with an individual without 
their consent. 

 0ûěĂĩ+– ęĎĘĵ+ ÿİĬ/ŀĸ IKďýK ÿĦKđĘĸ đņĩ ÿņĕļć 1đėûħĸ 
đčи/.  

RAPE, STATUTORY – See STATUTORY RAPE.  ĺĕĵ+ IK7 ĀĻûĲ K+ IûĲ ĺĸ ĥĸ ńĕļĈĵ+ Gûěāк+ ÿĹŅđć
 ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+đĚûİĵ+ Gŀþİý /8+ ûĹĦ đĤļĵ+ ĜĪý .   
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RATIFICATION – The confirmation or adoption of a 
previous act done either by the party himself or by another. 

 ĮŅďěā 'H/đý/ '9/đį+–Āņþąā  Dđġĵ+ Ľý Hûį ĮýûĔ ĴħĬ ńļþā K+ 
đč* DđĠ Ľý Hûį K+ ĽĕĭĻ.  

RATIO DECIDENDI – The ground or reason of the 
decision in a case. 

 ķĳċĵ+ üþĔ– ńĬ ķĳċĵ+ ĽņĶĦ ńļý MĐĵ+ üþĕĵ+ K+ ÿņĝ9к+ 
LŀĦďĵ/.  

RE – In the matter of; in the case of. ĮĶħĂŅ ûĹņĬ 'IõĘý '=ŀěĎý.  

REAL EVIDENCE – Evidence given to explain, repel, 
counteract, or disprove facts given in evidence by the 
adverse party. 

 ÿņİņİĊ ÿļņý– &ķěĎĵ/ ûĿĸďį ÿļņý ĮùûİĊ 5đĘĂĵ Hďİā ÿļņý 
ûĿĂċĚ HďĦ ĀþąāK ûĿĸKûİāK ûľ7đĂĬ.  

REAL PROPERTY – Land and buildings.  9ûİĦ–ńĻûþĸK >9+ .  

REASONABLE DOUBT, BEYOND A – The degree of 
certainty required for a juror to legally find a criminal 
defendant guilty. An accused person is entitled to acquittal 
if, in the minds of the jury, his or her guilt has not been 
proved beyond a “reasonable doubt”; that state of mind of 
jurors in which they cannot say they feel a persisting 
conviction as to the truth of the charge. 

 ıĘĶĵ  ĽņĬ GûĈĸ о– 7/đĬ/ ĺĸ ĺņİņĵ+ ĺĸ 0ŀĶġĹĵ/ ďċĵ/ 
ķĿĂĹĵ+ ÿĻ/7/ ńĬ đŅđİĂĶĵ ķņĳċĂĵ+ ÿúņľ. ĺĸ ķĿĂĹĵ+ )ûĭĦ/ ĮċŅ 

ņľ đĳĬ ńĬ ďćK /8/ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ ĺľđþŅ ķĵ üĻĐĵ+ I+ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿú
  ĥĠûį ĴĳĘýıĘĶĵ ĽņĬ GûĈĸ о. о ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ Lďĵ ÿŅđĳĬ ÿĵûĊ 

 GŀĊ ûċĶĸ ûĦûļĂį/ ķĿŅďĵ I+ ŁĶĦ ĉŅđěĂĵ+ ûĿņĬ IŀħņġĂĕŅ
ÿĹĿĂĵ+ ÿİņİĊ.   

REASONABLE PERSON – A phrase used to define a 
hypothetical person who exercises qualities of attention, 
knowledge, intelligence, and judgment that society requires 
of its members for the protection of his or her own interest 
and the interests of others. Thus, the test of negligence is 
based on either a failure to do something that a reasonable 
person, guided by considerations that ordinarily regulate 
conduct, would do, or on the doing of something that a 
reasonable and prudent (wise) person would not do. 

 M7ûĦ IûĕĻ+– ńĝ/đĂĬ/ IûĕĻ+ 2ûĭĚ ďŅďċĂĵ ĴĹħĂĕŅ đņþħā 
 Ľċĵûěĸ ÿŅûĹċĵ ĥĹĂĈĹĵ+ ûĿþĶġĂŅ ńĂĵ+ 2ûĭĚ/ŀĹĵ+ ĽŅďĵ

+ )ûĲĐĵ+ &ÿĬđħĹĵ+ &9Đċĵ+ Ĵąĸ &ĺŅđčи+ ĉĵûěĸK ÿņěĎĘĵ
ĒņņĹĂĵ/K. ĴĘĬ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ GûĹľк+ ;ûİŅ īĚŀĵ+ /Đľ ŁĶĦ )ûļýK 

 M7ûĦ IûĕĻ+ ŁĶĦ üćŀĂŅ ĴĹħý Hûņİĵ/ ńĬ- 2/9ûþĂĦ/ ĽĹĳċā 
ÿŅ7ûĦ- ĽĶħĬ ńĶĦ HďİŅ о Ĵħĭý Hûņį ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ K+  &Ľý Hûņİĵ+ 

ĺņġĬK M7ûĦ IûĕĻ/.   

REBUTTAL – Evidence presented at trial by one party in 
order to overcome evidence introduced by another party. 

79 'ĥĬ7 'ĜİĻ – 7đĵ đčи+ Dđġĵ+ ŁĶĦ ÿĈċĵ+ K+ ÿļņþĵûý 7đĵ+ 
Dđġĵ+ ıĵ8 ÿļņý ĜİĻ K+.  

RECALL – Cancellation by a court of a warrant before its 
execution by the arrest of a defendant; also, a process by 
which a retired judge may be asked to sit on a particular 
case. 

 ńĦďĂĕŅ 'ĥćđĂĕŅ– )ûĪĵ/ GûİĂĦûý đĸ+ 1đĲĐĸ Ĵþį ķĿĂĸ 
ûľĐņĭļā.ÿļņħĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ đĤļņĵ ďĦûİĂĸ ńĝûį )ûĦďĂĔ/ ûĞŅ+ .  

RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY – Offense of 
receiving any property with the knowledge that it has been 
feloniously, or unlawfully stolen, taken, extorted, obtained, 
embezzled, or disposed of. 

 ÿįKđĕĸ Fпĸ+ HпĂĔ/– ĽĻ+ ķĶħŅ ŀľK оûĸ ęĎė ķĶĂĔ/ 8+  
 K+ &;пĂčк+ K+ &ÿįđĕĵ+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ĽņĶĦ Gŀěċĵ+ ķā ďį

ĽĶĹĦ IûĬ &:/ĒĂýк+ûĸđć đþĂħŅ .    

RECIDIVISM – The continued, habitual, or compulsive 
breaking the law after having been convicted of prior 
offenses. 

 ÿņĔûĳĂĻк+– Lďĵ 17ûĦ ĉþěŅ ĴĳĘýK &/9/đĳā IŀĻûİĵ+ đĕĲ 
 ńĬ ĺŅ7/ ďį IŀĳŅ I+ ďħý ĽĶĹĦ ŁĶĦ 1đġņĔ IKďýK ęĎĘĵ/

ÿİýûĔ ķù/đć 

RECKLESS DRIVING – Operation of a motor vehicle 
that shows a reckless disregard of possible consequences 
and indifference of other’s rights. 

 1đĂĿĂĕĸ 17ûņį– /9ûĂĿĂĔ+ đĿĤā ÿİŅđġý 19ûņĔ K+ ÿýđĦ 17ûņį 
ĺŅđčи+ Eŀİċĵ 1оûþĸ оK üį/ŀħĵõý.  
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RECLASSIFY – To change the jurisdiction of the case 
from Limited (up to $25,000) to Unlimited (more than 
$25,000) and vice versa. 

 īņļěā 17ûĦ+– ĺĸ ÿņĞį  ńĬ )ûĞİĵ+ đņņĪā  17Kďċĸ) о
 :KûĈĂā25,0009оK7 ( Łĵ/  17Kďċĸ đņĩ)ĺĦ ďŅĒŅ ûĸ 25,000 

9оK7(ēĳħĵûý ēĳħĵ/ K+ .  

RECOGNIZANCE – The practice which enables an 
accused awaiting trial to be released without posting any 
security other than a promise to appear before the court at 
the proper time. Failure to appear in court at the proper time 
is a separate crime. 

IûĹĝ/ďĿħā –Ăĸ ĺĳĹā ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿĔ9ûĹĸ  &ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ đĤĂļŅ &ûĹĿ
 ĺĹĞŅ Ľļĸ ďĿħĂý ûĹĻ/ ÿņĵûĸ ÿĵûĭĲ ĥĝK IKďý ĽĊ/đĔ EпĠ/ ńĬ

üĔûļĹĵ+ Āįŀĵ+ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ/ Ľĵŀąĸ. GŀąĹĵ/ ńĬ ĽĶĘĬ ûĸ+ 
ÿĶěĭļĸ ÿĹŅđć ĽĻûĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ/.  

RECORD – The official papers that make up a court case.  ĴĈĔ–ĸ īĵõĂā ńĂĵ+ ÿņĹĔđĵ+ E/9Kк+ ÿņĞİĵ+ ûĿļ.  

RECUSE – When you remove yourself or are removed 
from a criminal or civil proceeding because you have a 
conflict of interest. For example, a judge can recuse himself 
because someone in the case is a friend or business partner. 

ŁċļĂŅ -ė 7ûħý/   üþĕý ÿņĻďĸ K+ ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ĺĦ ęĎ
ĉĵûěĹĵ+ 09ûĞā.пąĸ : K+ ĴĹĦ ÿįпĦ üþĕý ńĝûİĵ+ ŁċļĂŅ 

ÿņĞİĵ+ D/đĠ+ ďĊûý Ľġýđā ÿį/ďĚ.  

REDACT – To adapt or edit for public record.  BŀěŅ–ńĻďĸ ĴĈĔ 9đċŅ K+ øņĿŅ .  

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION – Opportunity to present 
rebuttal evidence after one’s evidence has been subjected to 
cross-examination. 

 đėûþĹĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔк+ 17ûĦ/– ÿĚđĭĲ ďľûĘĵ+ 0/ŀĈĂĔ/ 17ûĦ/ 
ďľûĘĶĵ ķěĎĵ+ ÿĘįûļĸ Ĝİļā ÿļņý ķŅďİĂĵ.  

REDRESS – To set right; to remedy; to compensate; to 
remove the causes of a grievance. 

 īěļŅ– &HŀİŅ ķĶĤĵ+ īĘĳŅ &>ŀħŅ &ĉĶěŅ.  

REFEREE – A person appointed by the court to hear and 
make decisions on limited legal matters, like juvenile or 
traffic offenses. 

 ķĳĊ)ķņĹĵ+ ķĝK Dûĳĵ+K )ûċĵ+ ĥĬđý( – ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ľļņħā ęĎė 
đņĕĵ+ K+ 3/ďĊк+ ķù/đĈĲ 17Kďċĸ ÿņĻŀĻûį ûŅûĞį ńĬ ûĿĦûĹĕĵ &

ûĿņĬ ķĳċĵ/K.  

REGULATION – A rule or order prescribed for 
management or government. 

 ńĹņĤļā IŀĻûį–ķĳċĵ+K 19/7к+ ķņĤļĂĵ ĥĝŀŅ đĸ+ K+ ķĳĊ .  

REHEARING – Another hearing of a civil or criminal case 
by the same court in which the case was originally heard. 

 ÿĕĶĈĵ+ 17ûĦ/– ńĬ ÿņĻďĸ K+ ÿņùûļć LŀĦ7 AûĹĕĵ Lđč/ ÿĕĶć 
пĚ+ ûĿņĬ 2đĤĻ ńĂĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

REINSTATED – To bring back to a previous condition. 
When bail that had been forfeited, exonerated, or reduced is 
reestablished in its original amount. 

ĽħĝK Łĵ/ ďņĦ/Įýûĕĵ/ –ÿİýûĕĵ+ ĽĂĵûĊ Łĵ/ /đĸ+ ĥćđŅ . 17ûĦ+ 
 ÿĵ/:/ ďħý K+ ĽĞņĭĎā ďħý ńĶĚк+ ĨĶþĹĵõý ÿņĵûĸ ÿĵûĭĲ üĶĠ

ûĿā97ûěĸ ďħý K+ ÿĵûĭĳĵ+.  

REJOINDER – Opportunity for the side that opened the 
case to offer limited response to evidence presented during 
the REBUTTAL by the opposing side. 

 ńĻûĄ 79 K+ 0/ŀć– ķŅďİĂĵ LŀĦďĵ+ ĉĂĬ MĐĵ+ Dđġĵ+ ÿĚđĬ 
 J79 ńĬ >9ûħĹĵ+ Dđġĵ+ ûĿĸďį ńĂĵ+ ÿĵ7к/ ŁĶĦ /7Kďċĸ /79

Ĝįûļĵ+.  

RELEVANT – Evidence that helps to prove a point or 
issue in a case. 

 ńĦŀĝŀĸ–ÿļņħĸ ÿĵõĕĸ K+ ÿĸûľ ÿġİĻ 2ûþĄ+ ŁĶĦ ďĦûĕā ÿļņý  
LŀĦ7 ńĬ.  

RELINQUISHMENT – A forsaking, abandoning, 
renouncing, or giving over a right. 

ĮĊ ĺĦ G:ûļā K+ 'I/đĳĻ 'ĺĦ ńĶĎā 'I/đĈľ 'ĺĦ ńĶĎā.  
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REMAND – (1) When an appellate court sends a case to a 
lower court for further proceedings; (2) to return a prisoner 
to custody. 

Aûć9ûý đĸõŅ – )1( ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ LŀĦ7 DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ďņħā 
ÿņĬûĝ+ 2/)/đć/ ĴĹħĵ ûņĻ7. )2(GûİĂĦк+ Łĵ/ ĺņĈĔ 17ûĦ/ .  

REMEDY – The means by which a right is enforced or the 
violation of a right is prevented, redressed or compensated. 

 ńùûĞį 4пĦ– ÿĶņĔK  ĺĸ ĽĂŅûĹċĵ K+ ĮĊ ĮņþġĂĵ ÿņĦđė
ĜŅŀħĂĵ+ K+ DûěĻлĵ &MďħĂĵ/.  

REMITTITUR – The transfer of records of a case from a 
court of appeal to the original trial court for further action or 
other disposition as ordered by the appellate court. 

 ÿņĞİĵ+ E/9K+ 17ûĦ/–ŀċā  ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĸ LŀĦďĵ+ 2пĈĔ ĴŅ
 ĴĹĦ K+ ńĬûĝ+ )/đć+ ĴĹħĵ ÿņĶĚк+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ DûļúĂĔк+

DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ Ľý đĸõā ûĸ.  

REMOVAL – The transfer of a state case to federal court 
for trial; in civil cases, because the parties are from different 
states; in criminal and some civil cases, because there is a 
significant possibility that there could not be a fair trial in 
state court. 

 ĴİĻ–ÿņĵ/9ďņĬ ÿĹĳċĸ Łĵ/ ÿŅоK ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĸ ÿĹĲûċĸ ĴŅŀċā . 
ÿĭĶĂĎĸ 2ûŅоK ĺĸ IŀĻŀĳŅ D/đĠк+ Iк ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ. 

+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ĜħýK ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ üþĕĵ+ IŀĳŅ ÿņĻďĹĵ
 ńĬ ÿĸûĳċĹĵ+ ĀĹā ŀĵ ÿĵ7ûĦ đņĩ ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ đņþĲ GûĹĂĊ/

ÿŅоŀĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ.  

REPLEVIN – An action for the recovery of a possession 
that has been wrongfully taken. 

 7/7đĂĔ/ LŀĦ7– ûĿþĊûĚ ĺĸ 2Đč/ 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ 17ûħĂĔк LŀĦ7 
ĮĊ đņĪý.  

REPLY – The response by a party to charges raised in a 
pleading by the other party. 

 7đŅ–đčи+ Dđġĵ+ ĺĸ Ľĵ ÿĿćŀĹĵ/ ķĿĂĵ+ ŁĶĦ DđĠ 0/ŀć .  

REPORT – An official or formal statement of facts or 
proceedings. 

đŅđİā –2/)/đćк+ ńĬ K+ ĥùûįŀĵ/ ńĬ ńĹĔ9 Iûņý .  

RES – A thing; an object; a subject matter; or a status. ĥĝK K+ &Aŀĝŀĸ &>đĩ &øņė.  

RES IPSA LOQUITUR – Latin meaning “a thing that 
speaks for itself.” In tort law, the doctrine which holds a 
defendant guilty of negligence without an actual showing 
that he or she was negligent. 

+ ĮġļŅ ĽĕĭĻ ĺĦ øņĘĵ–ÿņļņāпĵ+ ĺĸ đņþħĂĵ+ ĴĚ+ . IŀĻûį ńĬ 
 đľûĤĸ ÿŅ+ IK7 GûĹľк+ ńĬ ûþĻĐĸ ķĿĂĹĵ+ đþĂħŅ &ńĻďĹĵ+ 1)ûĔк+
 ĺĳĹŅ о ĀĶěĊ ńĂĵ+ 1)ûĔк+ Iк &пĹĿĸ IûĲ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ ÿņĶħĬ

ĽĵûĹľ+ IKďý Ĵěċā I+.  

RES JUDICATA – A rule of civil law that once a matter 
has been litigated and final judgment has been rendered by 
the trial court, the matter cannot be relitigated by the parties 
in the same court, or any other trial court. 

 ÿĸŀĕċĸ ÿņĞį– 1đĸ LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 17ûĦ/ ńĻďĹĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ĒņĈŅ о 
Ğİĵ+ ńĬ 2đĤĻK ĮþĔ ńĂĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ )/ŀĔ  &Lđč/ ÿņ
Lđč+ ÿĹĳċĸ ÿŅ+ Łĵ/ K+ &ûņùûĿĻ ûĹĳĊ ûĿņĬ 29ďĚ+K.  

RESCUE DOCTRINE – Rescue doctrine is that one who 
has, through his negligence, endangered safety of another 
and may be held liable for injuries sustained by third person 
who attempts to save other from injury. 

 8ûİĻк+ +ďþĸ– 1ûņĊ 8ûİĻк ęĎė Aŀġā /8/ ĽĻõý Ĵùûİĵ+ +ďþĹĵ+ 
 ŀľ >đħāK ăĵûĄ ęĎė GûĹľ/ ÿĈņĂĻ Ľý EûĊ đġč ĺĸ đč*

 ĺĦ оKöĕĸ ăĵûąĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ đþĂħŅ &ıĵ8 )ûļĄ+ 2ûýûĚк ĽĕĭĻ
AŀġĂĹĵ+ 2ûýûĚ/.  

RESPONDEAT SUPERIOR – “Let the master answer.” 
The doctrine which holds that employers are responsible for 
the acts and omissions of their employees and agents, when 
done within the scope of the employees’ duties. 

 ďņĕĵ+ üĈņĶĬ– đč* ŁļħĹý K+  GKöĕĹĵ+ ŀľ ďņĕĵ/– /ďþĸ 
 ķĿùпĲKK ķĿĵûĹĦ )ûġč+K GûħĬ+ ÿņĵKöĕĸ ĴĹħĵ+ 0ûċĚ+ ĴĹċŅ

ŀĳā ńĂĵ/ĴĹħĵ+ 2ûþć/K ĺĹĝ I.  
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RESPONDENT – If you are the person that answers the 
original Petition, you are the respondent. Even if you later 
file an action of your own in that case, you are still the 
respondent for as long as the case is open. 

 ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+– ŀľ  ŀĵK ŁĂĊ &ńĶĚк+ )ûĦ7к+ ŁĶĦ 7đŅ ĺĸ
 ŀľ ŁİþŅ &)ûĦ7лĵ+ /Đľ ďĝ LŀĦ7 ďħý ûĹņĬ J9Kďý ĥĬ9

ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ ķĕċĵ+ ķĂŅ ķĵ H/7 ûĸ ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ+.  

REST – When a party in a case  has presented all the 
evidence it intends to offer. 

 5/đĂĔ+–þĵ+ ĴĲ ķŅďİā ĺĸ LŀĦ7 ńĬ DđĠ ŁĿĂĻ+ M+  2ûļņ
ûĿĹŅďİā MŀļŅ IûĲ ńĂĵ+.  

RESTITUTION – Giving something back to its owner. Or, 
giving the owner something with the same value, like 
paying to fix his or her property . 

 17ûĦ/)ńĶĚк+ ĽþĊûĚ Łĵ/ øė( K+  ĜŅŀħā ĽùûġĦûý ıĵûĹĵ/
 ĨĶþĸ ĥĬďĲ &ÿŅKûĕĸ ÿĹņį Ľĵ ûúņė ĉņĶěĂĵ GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ Ľĵ

ĽĳĶĸ ńĬ 9/đĝк+.   

RESTITUTION HEARING: A hearing that may be 
requested to dispute the amount of restitution ordered by the 
court. 

 ĜŅŀħā GŀĊ Dпč ÿĕĶć– ĥĬďý /đĸ+ ÿĳċĸ 9ďěā ûĸďļĦ  

RESTRAINING ORDER – A court order that tells a 
person to stop doing something for a certain amount of 
time, usually until a court hearing is held.  

 Mďņņİā K+ Mđć: đĸ +– ęĎė  ĺĸ üĶġŅ ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ 
 7ûİħĻ+ ķĂŅ ŁĂĊ &ÿĂįöĸ 1ďĹĵ ĺņħĹĸ øė ĴĹĦ ĺĦ īįŀĂĵ/

ÿĕĶć.  

RETAINER – Act of the client employing the attorney or 
counsel. Also, the fee the client pays when he or she retains 
the attorney to act for him or her. 

 ĴņĲŀĂĵ+– )1(ûņĸûċĸ )đĹĵ/ ĴņĲŀā . )2(ńĸûċĹĵ+ 0ûħā+ Hďİĸ .  

RETALIATION – Infliction upon someone in response to 
an injury that he/she has caused another. 

 HûİĂĻ+– Ľļĸ JûİĶā MĐĵ+ L8к+ Ĵýûİĸ ęĎė ĺĸ L8+ ďŅďĕā.  

RETURN – A report to a judge by police on the 
implementation of an arrest or search warrant. Also, a report 
to a judge in reply to a subpoena, civil or criminal. 

 ĥćđĹĵ+đŅđİĂĵ+- ĺĦ ńĝûİĵ+ Łĵ/ ÿĠđĘĵ+ ĺĸ đŅđİā   đĸ+ :ûĈĻ+
ĖņĂĭā K+ īņįŀā. 9ûĞĊ/ 1đĲĐĸ ŁĶĦ /79 ńĝûİĵ+ Łĵ/ đŅđİā 

ÿņùûļć K+ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ 

REUNIFICATION SERVICES – Services that help 
parents get their children back after they are taken away. 

 ĴĹĘĵ+ ķĵ 2ûĸďč– AûćđĂĔ/ ŁĶĦ Mďĵ/ŀĵ+ 1ďĦûĕĹĵ 2ûĸďč 
 I+ ďħý ķľďĵK+ķĿļĸ /KĐč+.  

REVERSE – An action of a higher court in setting aside or 
revoking a lower court decision. 

ēĳħŅ/ ĜİļŅ – 9/đį ńĪĶŅ K+ ĴġþŅ ûņĶĦ ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĸ đĸ+ 
ûņĻ7 ÿĹĳċĸ.  

REVERSIBLE ERROR – A procedural error during a trial 
or hearing sufficiently harmful to justify reversing the 
judgment of a lower court. (See PREJUDICIAL ERROR.) 

 >ŀİļĸ ğĶĩ– ńĬ K+ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ )ûļĄ+ ńĻŀĻûį )/đć* ńĬ ğĶĩ 
ûņĻďĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ķĳĊ ĜİĻ đŅđþĂĵ ÿņĬûĲ 1)ûĔ/ üþĔ  &ÿĕĶć.  

REVOCABLE TRUST – A trust that the grantor may 
change or revoke. 

ĺĳĹŅ ÿħŅ7KûľđņņĪā K+ ûĿĵûġý+ ûĿþĊûěĵ .  

REVOKE – To change or take back. ĴġþŅ K+ đņĪŅ.  

RIGHTS, CONSTITUTIONAL – The rights of a person 
guaranteed by the state or federal constitutions. 

 ÿŅ9ŀĂĔďĵ+ Eŀİċĵ+– 9ŀĂĔďĵ+ K+ ÿŅоŀĵ/ 9ŀĂĔ7 ûĿļĸöŅ ńĂĵ+ 
IûĕĻлĵ ńĵ/9ďņĭĵ+.  
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RIOT – A public disturbance involving acts of violence by 
persons where three or more persons are gathered. 

üĪė – IûěĎė ĥĹĂĈŅ ăņĊ īļĦ GûĹĦ+ ĺĹĞĂŅ HûĦ 4ûĦ:+ 
ûħĸ ÿĄпĄ K+.  

ROBBERY – The act of taking money, personal property, 
or any other article of value that is in the possession of 
another by means of force or fear. 

 ÿįđĔ1ŀİĵ+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ.  

ROUT – Two or more persons, assembled and acting 
together, making any attempt or advance toward the 
commission of an act which would be a riot if actually 
committed. 

 đĿĹĈā K+ üĪĘĶĵ ďĘĊ– ûħĸ IŀĶĹħŅ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņěĎė AûĹĂć/ 
ûþĪė IŀĳŅ ďİĬ ķā /8/ ĴħĬ 0ûĳā9/ ĺņĵKûċĸ.  

RULE – An established standard, guide, or regulation.  HûĤĻ-ķņĤļā K+ 'Ĵņĵ7 'ĽņĶĦ D9ûħĂĵ+ ķā ;ûņİĸ K+ 1ďĦûį  .  

RULE OF COURT – An order made by a court having 
competent jurisdiction. Rules of court are either general or 
special; the former are the regulations by which the practice 
of the court is governed, the latter are special orders made 
in particular cases. 

 ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ đĸ+-ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿņĊпĚ ûĿĵ ÿĹĳċĸ J9ďěā đĸ+  . Iŀĳā 
đĸ/K+ ûĸ ďċċā ÿĹĤĻ+ ńľ ÿĸûħĵ+ 'ÿĚûč K+ ÿĸûĦ ûĸ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 

ÿļņħĸ ûŅûĞİý ĮĶħĂā đĸ/K+ ńĿĬ ÿĚûĎĵ/K &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĽĵK/Ēā.  

RULES OF EVIDENCE – Standards governing whether 
information can be admitted and considered in a civil or 
criminal case. 

 ÿĵ7к+ K+ ÿļņþĵ+ HûĤĻ–İĹĵ/  2ûĸŀĶħĹĵ+ ńľ ûĸ 7ďċā ńĂĵ/ ēņŅû
ÿņùûļć K+ ÿņĻďĸ ÿņĞį ńĬ ûľ9ûþĂĦ/K ûĿĵŀþį ĺĳĹŅ ńĂĵ+.  

SANCTION – A financial punishment meant to make 
someone obey the law. For example, a judge can order 
someone to pay for not following court orders. 

 ÿņù/Ēć ÿýŀİĦ–ĵûĸ ÿýŀİĦ  ûĸ ęĎė ĴĹĊ ûĿļĸ 7ŀěİĹĵ+ ÿņ
IŀĻûİĵ+ ÿĦûĠ ŁĶĦ.пąĸ : ĥĬďý ûěĎė đĸõŅ I+ ńĝûİĵ+ ĥņġĂĕŅ 

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ đĸ/Kõý ĜņİĂŅ ķĵ ĽĻк GûĹĵ+ ĺĸ ĨĶþĸ.  

SATISFACTION OF JUDGMENT – Payment of a 
judgment amount by the losing party. 

 ķĳċĵûý )ûĭŅк+– đčи+ Dđġĵ+ Łĵ/ I/đĕĎĵ+ Dđġĵ+ ĥĬ7  ûĸ
ĽņĶĦ Ľý ķĳĊ.  

SEALING – The closure of court records to inspection, 
except to the parties. 

 2пĈĕĵ+ ķĂč– K+ ĖņĂĭĂĵ+ ŁĶĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ 2пĈĔ Eпĩ/ 
ÿņĞİĵ+ D/đĠ+ ŁĶĦ ēņĵ ĺĳĵK ęċĭĵ+.  

SEARCH AND SEIZURE – A person or place is searched 
and evidence useful in the investigation and prosecution of 
a crime is taken. The search is conducted after an order is 
issued by a judge. 

 Ĝþİĵ+K ĖņĂĭĂĵ+)ŁĶĦ( – ÿĵ7к+ Đč+K Iûĳĸ K+ ęĎė ĖņĂĭā 
ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ 1ûĝûİĸ ńĬK ĮņİċĂĵ+ ńĬ 1ďņĭĹĵ/.  

SEARCH WARRANT – An order that tells the police to 
search a specific place to find specific people or things. A 
judge can order a search warrant if there is probable cause. 

 ĖņĂĭā 1đĲĐĸ– ĺņħĸ Iûĳĸ ĖņĂĭā ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ÿĠđĘĵ+ Łĵ/ đĸ+ 
ÿļņħĸ )ûņė+ K+ ĺņħĸ ęĎė 7ûĈŅк. ńĬ ÿņĊпěĵ+ ńĝûİĶĵ 
Fûļľ IûĲ /8/ ĖņĂĭā 1đĲĐĸ 9/ďĚ/ÿņĞİĵ GûĹĂĊ/ .  

SECURED DEBT – In bankruptcy proceedings, a debt is 
secured if the debtor gave the creditor a right to repossess 
the property or goods used as collateral. 

 IŀĹĞĸ ĺŅ7– ûĻŀĹĞĸ ĺŅďĵ/ đþĂħŅ &;пĬк+ 2/)/đć+ ńĬ 
 ĺù/ďĵ/ Łĵ/ Įċĵ+ ĺŅďĹĵ+ ńġħŅ ûĸďļĦ K+ ĽāûĳĶĂĹĸ 1:ûņĊ ńĬ

ÿņĬûĝ/ ÿĻûĹĞĲ ĽħùûĞý.      
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SELECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION HEARING: 
The hearing conducted post-reunification failure according 
to Welfare and Institutions Code Section 366.26, to decide 
whether to terminate parental rights and free the child for 
adoption, order a legal guardianship, or order permanent 
planned living arrangement. 

 ĐņĭļĂĵ+K 9ûņĂčк+ ÿĕĶć- ĺýк+ ĴĹė ķĵ ĴĘĬ ďħý ďİħā ÿĕĶć  
 Ĵĭġĵ+ ÿĕĔöĸ IŀĻûį üćŀĹý ıĵ8K &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ Łĵ/ ÿļýк+ K+

 ķį9 ďļý &ĽĂŅûĹĊK366.26ŀĵ+ EŀİĊ )ûĿĻ/ đŅđİā Ĵć+ ĺĸ & ĺŅďĵ/
 đĸ+ 9/ďĚ+ K+ &ÿņĦđė ÿĻûĞċĵ K+ ńļþĂĶĵ ÿļýк+ K+ ĺýк+ EпĠ/K

ĽĂĘņħĸ üņāđĂĵ ÿĹù/7 ÿġč ĴĹħý.  

SELF-DEFENSE – Claim that an act was legally 
justifiable because it was necessary to protect a person or 
property from the threat or action of another. 

AûĬďĵ+ ēĭļĵ+ ĺĦ – IûĲ ĽĻк ûņĦđė 9đþĸ Ĵħĭĵ/ Iõý )ûĦ7к+ 
 ĺĸ ĽāûĳĶĂĹĸ ÿŅûĹĊ K+ ĽĕĭĻ ÿŅûĹĊ ęĎĘĵ+ ŁĶĦ M9KđĞĵ+ ĺĸ

đč* ęĎė   ĴħĬ ĺĸ K+ ďŅďĿā.  

SELF-INCRIMINATION – Acts or declarations by which 
one implicates oneself in a crime. 

 2/Đĵ+ ķŅđĈā– ĺĦ 9ďěā 2ûċŅđěā K+ GûħĬ+  ĽĠ9ŀĂĬ ęĎė
ÿĹŅđĈĵ/ ńĬ.  

SELF-PROVING WILL – A will that is signed under 
penalty of perjury by two people who will not get anything 
from the will. You do not have to get an affidavit from the 
witnesses. 

ÿņĚK  ûĿā/8 Āþąā–  &ûĿņĶĦ ĥįŀŅ ÿņĚK  ÿýŀİĦ ÿĶùûĠ Āċā
Ŀė&9KĒĵ+ 17ûûĿļĸ ûúņė оûļŅ ĺĵ IûěĎė . Đčõā I+ ıņĶĦ ēņĵ 

ķĕį ĥĸ ÿņġč 17ûĬ/ 7ŀĿĘĵ/ ĺĸ.  

SENTENCE – A judge’s formal pronouncement of the 
punishment to be given to a person convicted of a crime. 

ÿýŀİħĵõý ķĳĊ - üĈŅ ńĂĵ+ ÿýŀİħĵûý ûņĹĔ9 ńĝûİĵ+ ĮġĻ  
Ďė Łĵ/ ûľ)ûġĦ/ÿŅûļć ńĬ ĺŅ7/ ďį ę.  

SENTENCE REPORT – A document containing 
background material on a convicted person. It is prepared to 
guide the judge in the imposition of a sentence. Sometimes 
called a PRE-SENTENCE REPORT. 

 ķĳċĵ+ Iûņý– GŀĊ ÿņĔûĔ/ 2ûĸŀĶħĸ ĺĹĞĂŅ đŅđİā  ÿņĭĶč
ĽĹĳĊ 9/ďĚ+ ńĬ ńĝûİĵ+ ďėđņĵ &ĽĂĻ/7/ ĀĹā ďį ęĎė. ŁĦďŅ 

 ûĻûņĊ+ķĳċĵ+ Ĵþį ûĸ Iûņý.  

SENTENCE, CONCURRENT – Two or more sentences 
of jail time to be served simultaneously. 

 ÿĲđĂĘĸ ÿýŀİĦ HûĳĊ+-  ŁĞİā ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņĹĳĊ 
ďĊ/K ĀįK ńĬ K+ &ûħĸ.  

SENTENCE, CONSECUTIVE – Two or more sentences 
of jail time to be served in sequence. 

 ÿħýûĂĂĸ ÿýŀİĦ HûĳĊ+-  ŁĞİā ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņĹĳĊ
ĥýûĂĂĵûý.  

SENTENCE, SUSPENDED – A sentence postponed in 
which the defendant is not required to serve time unless he 
or she commits another crime or violates a court-imposed 
condition. 

 ĮĶħĸ ķĳĊ– )ûĞį ķĿĂĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ ĽņĬ üćŀĂŅ о Ĵćöĸ ķĳĊ 
 ĺĸ ûĠđė ıĿĂĻ/ K+ Lđč/ ÿĹŅđć üĳā9/ /8/ о/ ĺĈĕĵ/ ńĬ ĀįK

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ?Kđė.  

SENTENCING – The hearing where the court determines 
a person’s punishment. 

ĵ+ 9/ďĚ/ ķĳċ–ęĎė ÿýŀİĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ûĿņĬ 9đİā ÿĕĶĈĵ/ .  

SEPARATE MAINTENANCE – Allowance ordered to be 
paid by one spouse to the other for support while the 
spouses are living apart, but not divorced. 

 ÿĶěĭļĸ ÿĵûĦ/– &ĺņĶěĭļĹĵ+ ĺņćKĒĵ+ ďĊ+ ûĿħĬďŅ ÿņĵûĸ 1KпĦ 
ĸ đņĩ ĺĳĵK ĺĸ đĸõý  &ûĿĂĵûĦ/ K+ ĽĂĵûĦо đčи+ Łĵ/ &IûİĶġ

ÿĹĳċĹĵ+.  

SEPARATION – An arrangement where a husband and 
wife live apart from each other while remaining married 
either by mutual consent or by a judicial order. 

 GûěĭĻ/–Ņ ĺņćKĒĵ+ ÿİĬ/ŀĹý K+ ńùûĞį đĸõý üņāđā  Ėņħ
 ÿĸ8 ŁĶĦ ûĹĿļĸ ďĊ/ŀĵ/ ŁİþŅ ĺĳĵK J7đĭĹý ĴĲ ĽþćŀĹý  IûćKĒĵ/

đčи+.  
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SEQUESTRATION OF WITNESSES – Keeping all 
witnesses (except plaintiff and defendant) out of the 
courtroom except for their time on the stand, and cautioning 
them not to discuss their testimony with other witnesses. 
Also called separation of witnesses. This prevents a witness 
from being influenced by the testimony of a prior witness. 

 7ŀĿĘĵ+ GĒĦ–7ŀĿĘĵ+ ĴěĬ ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅK . ĥņĹć )ûİý/ 
 Łĵ/ ÿĳċĹĵ+ 49ûč &ĽņĶĦ ŁĦďĹĵ/K ńĦďĹĵ+ )ûļąĂĔûý &7ŀĿĘĵ+

ĺņċŅ I+ ÿĘįûļĸ Hďħý ķľ9/ĐĻ/K &ķĿā7ûĿė ķŅďİā ďĦŀĸ 
 ďľûė M/ đĄõĂŅ о ńĳĵ ıĵ8K ĺĞħþĵ+ ķĿĞħý ĥĸ ķĿā7ûĿė

ĽĶþį ďľûė ûĿĸďį 17ûĿĘý.  

SERVE A SENTENCE – The act of spending an allotted 
amount of time in a designated location such as a prison as 
punishment for the crime committed. 

 ûĹĳĊ ńĞİŅ– &7ďċĸ Iûĳĸ ńĬ Āįŀĵ+ ĺĸ 17ďċĸ 1ďĸ ńĞĹŅ 
ĀĬđĂį+ ÿĹŅđć ŁĶĦ ÿýŀİħĲ &ĺĈĕĵ/ Ĵąĸ.  

SERVICE – When someone over 18 and not involved with 
your case gives the other party a copy of the court papers in 
person or by mail. 

ĨņĶþā –ĹĳċĹĵ+ E/9K+ ķņĶĕā  ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ EŀĬ ęĎė ÿġĔ/ŀý ÿ
 ûĸ+ đčи+ ęĎĘĵ+ Łĵ/ &ıĂņĞį ńĬ ÿįпĦ Ľĵ ēņĵK đĘĦ

ďŅđþĵûý K+ ûņěĎė.  

SERVICE OF PROCESS – The delivery of legal papers to 
the opposing party.  The papers must be delivered by an 
adult aged 18 or older that is not involved in the case and 
that swears to the date and method of delivery to the 
recipient. 

 )/đćк+ ĨņĶþā–.KûļĹĵ+ Dđġĵ+ Łĵ/ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ E/9Kк+ ķņĶĕā . 
 ûĸK đĘĦ ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ ńĬ ęĎė Ĵþį ĺĸ E/9Kк+ ķņĶĕā üĈŅ
 ŁĶĦ ûļņĹŅ īĶċŅ I+ ĽņĶĦK &ÿņĞİĵûý ÿįпĦ Ľĵ ēņĵK &EŀĬ

ĺŅĐĵ/ 0ŀĶĔо/K Āįŀĵ/ķņĶĕĂĵ/ ûĹĿý ķā .  

SETTLEMENT: When both sides reach an agreement that 
solves the case before the judge or jury makes a decision. 

 ÿŅŀĕā K+ ÿņĭěā– I+ Ĵþį ÿņĞİĵ+ ĴĊ ŁĶĦ ĺņĬđġĵ+ Eûĭā/ 
ûĿĻõĘý 9/đį ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ K+ ńĝûİĵ+ ĐĎĂŅ.  

SETTLOR – The person who sets up a trust. Also called 
the GRANTOR. 

 üľ/ŀĵ+–ÿĻûĸ+ ķņİŅ MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ/ .ĉĻûĹĵ+ ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďŅK .  

SEVERANCE DAMAGES – Compensation, which may 
be recovered in the courts by any person who has suffered 
loss or detriment as a consequence of being cut off from 
something (i.e. employment).  

 Ĵěĭĵ+ ĺĦ ĜŅŀħā– K+ 19ûĕč ŁĶĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿġĔ/ŀý ĜŅŀħā 
 øņė ĺĦ IûĕĻ/ ĴěĬ ĺĸ üþĕā 9đĝ)ĽĶĹĦ ĺĸ ĽĶěĭĲ.(  

SEXUAL ABUSE / ASSAULT – Unlawful sexual contact 
with another person.   

 ńĕļć )/ďĂĦ+–đč* ęĎė ĥĸ AKđĘĸ đņĩ ńĕļć Gûěā+ .  

SEXUAL BATTERY – The forced penetration of or 
contact with another’s sexual organs or the sexual organs of 
the perpetrator.    

 ńĕļć 0ûěĂĩ/– ÿņĕļĈĵ+ )ûĞĦк+ ÿĕĸпĸ K+ &1ŀİĵûý AûĹĈĵ+ 
 MďħĂĹĵ+ )ûĞĦ/ ÿĕĸпĸ ŁĶĦ Ľľ/đĲ/ K+ &1ŀİĵûý đč* ęĎĘĵ

ÿņĕļĈĵ+.  

SEXUAL HARASSMENT – Sexual words, conduct, or 
action (usually repeated and persistent) that, being directed 
at a specific person, annoys, alarms, or causes substantial 
emotional distress in that person and serves not legitimate 
purpose.    

 1đĹĂĕĹĵ/ ÿņĕļĈĵ+ ÿİŅûĞĹĵ+-ûĦ:/ üņþĕā   ŁĔ+ K+ &üĦ9 &4
 ńĕļć HпĲ GûĹħĂĔûý  IûĲ )/ŀĔ  &7ďċĸ ęĎĘĵ đņþĲ ńĭĠûĦ
 üþĔ M+ IKďýK ÿċĶĸK 1đĹĂĕĸ 19ŀěý &DđěĂĵõý K+ Ĵħĭĵûý K+

AKđĘĸ.  

SEXUAL MOLESTATION – Illegal sex acts performed 
against a minor by a parent, guardian, relative or 
acquaintance. 

ńĕļĈĵ+ <đċĂĵ/ –  &đĚûį ďĝ ÿĦKđĘĸ đņĩ ÿņĕļć GûĹĦ+ 
D9ûħĹĵ+ ďĊ+ K+ &ńĚK K+ &üŅđį K+ &ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ+ ďĊ+ Ĵþį ĺĸ.  

SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATOR – a person who has 
been convicted of a sexually violent offense against two or 
more victims and has a diagnosed mental disorder that 
makes him or her a danger to the health and safety of others. 

 ĖĊK)üĳāđĸ( ÿĭņļħĵ+ ÿņĕļĈĵ+ ķù/đĈĵ+ – ĺŅ7/K ĮþĔ ĺĸ 
 ĀěĎėK  &ÿĭņļĦ ÿņĕļć ķù/đć 0ûĳā9/ ńĬ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņāđĸ

0ûěĸ ûĿĻ+ K+  ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ ûĿĂĵûĊ K+ ĽĂĵûĊ/ 0/đġĝõý ÿýûěĸ
и+ ÿĸпĔK ÿċĚ ŁĶĦ /đġč ûĿĶħĈŅ K+ ĽĶħĈŅ ńĶİĦĺŅđč.  



Legal Glossary 
ûĿņĻûħĸK ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ/ 2ûĹĶĳĵ/ 7đĕĸ 

87

SHERIFF – Elected officer of a county whose job is to 
conserve peace within his or her territorial jurisdiction as 
well as aid in the criminal and civil court processes. 

 īŅđĘĵ+)ďĶþĵ+ 1ďĹĦ( – ŀľ ĽĶĹĦK &ÿĤĬûċĹĵ+ IûĳĔ ĽþĎĂļŅ 
İĵ+ ĽĂİġļĸ ńĬ ĺĸк+ ÿŅûĹĊ 2/)/đćк+ ńĬ 1ďĦûĕĹĵ/K &ÿņùûĞ

ÿņĻďĹĵ/K ÿņùûļĈĵ+ HûĳċĹĵ+ ńĬ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+.  

SHOPLIFTING – The willful taking and concealing of 
merchandise from a store or business with the intention of 
using the goods for one’s personal use without paying the 
purchase price. 

+ ÿŅ9ûĈĂĵ+ 2пċĹĵ+ ĺĸ ÿįđĕĵ– M9ûĈā Ĵċĸ ĺĸ ÿĦûĞý Đč+ 
ûĿļĹĄ ĥĬ7 IKďý ńěĎĘĵ+ GûĹħĂĔлĵ  /ďĹĦ ûľ,ûĭč/K.  

SHOW CAUSE – A court order telling a person to appear 
in court and present any evidence why the orders requested 
by the other side should not be granted or executed.   

 üþĕĵ+ ĺņþļŅ– ĴąĹŅ I+ ęĎė ĺĸ üĶġŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸ+ 
 2ûþĶĠ Đņĭļā HďĦ üćŀā ÿĵ7+ ĺĸ JďļĦ ûĸ HďİŅK ûĿĸûĸ/

Ľĵ ûĿċļĸ K+ ńĦďĹĵ+.  

SIDEBAR – A conference between the judge and lawyers, 
usually in the courtroom, out of hearing of the jury and 
spectators.  

 ńþĻûć AûĹĂć+– ńĬ IŀĳŅ &ĺņĸûċĹĵ+K ńĝûİĵ+ ĺņý AûĹĂć+ 
 ÿúņľ ĥĹĕĸ ŁĶĦ ēņĵ ĺĳĵK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ÿĦûį ńĬ 17ûħĵ+

9ŀĞċĵ+ K+ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+.  

SLANDER – Defamation of a person’s character or 
reputation through false or malicious oral statements. See 
DEFAMATION. 

 )/đĂĬ/ 'DĐį-ā   ÿúĠûč ĴŅKûį+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ ęĎė ÿħĹĔ ĽŅŀĘ
1đĲûĸ K+. đĤĻ+ ÿħĹĕĵ+ ĽŅŀĘā.  

SMALL CLAIMS COURT – A court that handles civil 
claims for $5,000 or less. People often represent themselves 
rather than hire an attorney. 

LđĪěĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ – о ÿņĻďĸ ûŅûĞį Ćĵûħā ÿĹĳċĸ 
Ăā ÿņĵûĹĵ/ ûĿĂĹņį Lďħ5,0009оK7 . ûĿņĬ ;ûļĵ+ ĺņħŅ о 

ķĿĕĭĻõý ķĿĕĭĻ/ IŀĶąĹŅ Ĵý ûņĸûċĸ.   

SODOMY – Oral or anal copulation between humans, or 
between humans or animals. 

 ?/ŀĶĵ+– ĥĸ K+ ;ûļĵ/ ĥĸ 4đĘĵ+ K+ ķĭĵ+ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ AûĹĈĵ+ 
2ûĻ/ŀņċĵ+.  

SOLICITATION – Getting someone else to commit a 
crime. 

ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ 0ûĳā9ûý Hŀİņĵ đč* ęĎė 7ûĈŅ/.  

SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY – The doctrine that the 
government, state or federal, is exempt to lawsuit unless it 
gives its consent. 

 ÿĵKďĵ+ ÿĻûěĊ– K+ ÿŅоK ŁĶĦ LKûĦ7 ĥĬ9 ĥļĹŅ ńùûĞį /ďþĸ U

āи+ ŁĶĦķĿĂİĬ/ŀĸ IKďý ńĵ/9ďņĭĵ+ 7ûċ.  

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE – Allegation that a case or 
charge warrants the death penalty. 

 ÿĚûč ÿĵûĊ– ķĳĊ ĒņĈā ÿĹĿĂĵ+ K+ ÿņĞİĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ ķĦĒĵ+ 
H/ďĦк+.  

SPECIAL VERDICTS – A verdict that gives a written 
finding for each issue, leaving the application of the law to 
the judge. 

=ûč 9/đį- ûĿļĸ /ŀĂþąā ńĂĵ+ ĥùûįŀĵ/ IŀĭĶċĹĵ+ ĽņĬ ĺĶħŅ 9/đį 
IŀĻûİĵ+ Įņþġā đĸ+ ńĝûİĶĵ ĺņĲ9ûā.  

SPECIFIC INTENT CRIME – A crime which requires a 
specific mental state.   

7ďċĸ ďěį ĥĸ ÿĹŅđć -ďċĸ ÿņĶİĦ ÿĵûĊ üĶġĂā ÿĹŅđć  17.  

SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE – A remedy requiring a 
person who has breached a contract to perform specifically 
what he or she has agreed to do.  Ordered when damages 
would be inadequate compensation. 

7ďċĸ Đņĭļā - ĴĘĬ ĺĦ ĀĈĂĻ đùûĕč ĜŅŀħĂĵ ńùûĞį 4пĦ 
ļā ńĬ ęĎėĽņĶĦ ĮĬ/K MĐĵ+ ďİħĵ+ 2ûĭĚ/ŀĹĵ ûİĬK ĴĹĦ Đņĭ. 

ńĬûĲ đņĩ ńĵûĹĵ+ ĜŅŀħĂĵ+ IûĲ /8/ Ľý đĸöŅ.  
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SPEEDY TRIAL – The right of an accused to an 
immediate trial as guaranteed by the 6th Amendment of the 
United States Constitution. 

 ÿħŅđĔ ÿĹĲûċĸ–9ŀĬ ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĮĊ  17ûĹĵ+ üćŀĹý ÿŅ
1ďċĂĹĵ+ 2ûŅоŀĵ+ 9ŀĂĔ7 ĴŅďħā IŀĻûį ĺĸ ÿĔ7ûĕĵ+.  

SPENDTHRIFT TRUST – A trust that says that the 
beneficiary cannot give away or sell their part of the trust. 
This means that creditors cannot take money from the trust. 

 ÿĻûĸ+K+ ĺņĸõā) ÿĲKđĂĸęĎĘĵ( 9Đþĸ – I+ ŁĶĦ ęļā ÿĻûĸ+ 
 I+ ńļħŅ ıĵ8K &ĽĂěĊ ĥņþŅ K+ üĿŅ I+ ĥņġĕŅ о ďņĭĂĕĹĵ+
ÿĻûĸк+ JĐľ ĺĸ оûĸ ŁĶĦ /ŀĶěċŅ I+ IŀħņġĂĕŅ о ĺņļù/ďĵ+.  

SPOUSAL SUPPORT – Court-ordered support of a spouse 
or ex-spouse; also called “maintenance” or “alimony.” 

ćKĒĵ+ ÿİĭĻ ÿ– ĽħĬďĵ ĺņćKĒĵ+ ďĊ+ ŁĶĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Ľý ķĳċā Gûĸ 
ûĿĂĵûĦ+ K+ ĽĂĵûĦк Įýûĕĵ+ 4KĒĶĵ.  

SPOUSE/COHABITANT BEATING – See DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE 

 ńćKĒĵ+ 0đĞĵ+–đĤĻ+ : ńĵĒļĹĵ+ īļħĵ+.  

STALKING – The act or an instance of following another 
by stealth; the offense of following or loitering near 
another, often surreptitiously, with the purpose of annoying 
or harassing that person or committing a further crime such 
as assault or battery.    

 179ûġĸ– ďěİý ĽĭĶč đņĕĵ/ 'ÿņĭč ęĎė ÿħýûĂĸK ÿİĊпĸ 
ĳā9к K+ &đĹĂĕĸ ĴĳĘý ĽĂİŅûĞĸ K+ ĽćûĦ:/ Ĵąĸ ÿŅûļć 0û

0đĝ K+ )/ďĂĦ/.  

STANDARD OF PROOF – There are essentially three 
standards of proof applicable in most court proceedings. In 
criminal cases, the offense must be proven BEYOND A 
REASONABLE DOUBT, the highest standard. In civil 
cases and neglect and dependency proceedings, the lowest 
standard applies by a mere PREPONDERANCE OF THE 
EVIDENCE, (more likely than not). In some civil cases, 
and in juvenile proceedings such as a permanent 
termination of parental rights, an intermediate standard 
applies, proof by CLEAR AND CONVINCING 
EVIDENCE. 

 2ûþĄк+ ?Kđė– 2ûþĄк ÿĸ:о ÿņĔûĔ+ ?Kđė 3пĄ ďćŀŅ 
2ûĹĲûċĹĵ+ ķĤħĸ ńĬ Įþġā ńľK &ÿĹŅđĈĵ+. ûŅûĞİĵ+ ńĬ 

 IŀĳŅ I+ ÿĹŅđĈĵ/ 2ûþĄ/ ŁĶĦ üĈŅ ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ıĘĵ ĽņĬ Ĵċĸ о
Gŀİħĸ?KđĘĵ+ ŁĶĦ+ ŀľK &. ńĬ ĮþġĂĬ ?KđĘĵ+ ŁĻ7+ ûĸ+ 

ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ûŅûĞİĵ+ńľK ĉļĈĵ+K GûĹľк+ ûŅûĞįK : ÿļņþĵ+ Iûċć9. 
 EŀİĊ )ûĿĻûĲ &3/ďĊк+ ķĲûċĸK ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ķĲûċĹĵ+ Ĝħý ńĬ ûĸ+

  ?đė IõĬ &пąĸ 1ŀýк+ĵ+ ÿħļİĹĵ+K ÿċĝ/ŀĵ+ ÿļņþ ĮþġĹĵ+ ŀľ
ğĔŀĂĸ ?đė ŀľK.  

STANDING – The legal right to bring a lawsuit. Only a 
person with something at stake has the right to bring a 
lawsuit. 

ĒĲđĸ/ Hûİĸ -LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 ńĬ ńĦđė ĮĊ  . MĐĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ğİĬ 
LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 ńĬ Įċĵ+ Ľĵ 7ďĿĸ øņė ĽŅďĵ.  

STARE DECISIS – The doctrine that courts will follow 
principles of law established in previous cases. Similar to 
PRECEDENT. 

į Įý/ŀĔ 1ûĦ/đĸ ÿņĻŀĻû- ĽņĬ ĥþĂā ăņċý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĽĈĿļā +ďþĸ  
ÿİýûĔ ûŅûĞį ńĬ 29ďĚ ĺņĻ/ŀį ĺĸ ĮþĔ ûĸ.G ĴĄûĹĸ : Įý/ŀĔ

)ÿņĻŀĻûį(  

STATEMENT, CLOSING – The final statements by the 
attorneys to the jury or court summarizing the evidence 
that they have established and the evidence that the other 
side has failed to establish. Also known as CLOSING 
ARGUMENT. 

 ńĸûĂĎĵ+ Iûņþĵ+– Łĵ/ IK9ûĘĂĹĕĵ/ ĽĸďİŅ MĐĵ+ ńùûĿļĵ+ Iûņþĵ+ 
 ńĂĵ+ ÿĵ7к+ ĽņĬ ĺņěĎĶĸ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ Łĵ/ K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+

ûĿĻûņý ńĬ ĴĘĬ ńĂĵ+ ķěĎĵ+ ÿĵ7+K &ûľŀļņý.0 ûĞŅ+ DKđħĸ : 
+ņĸûĂĎĵ+ ÿħĬ/đĹĵÿ  

STATEMENT, OPENING – Outline or summary of the 
nature of the case and of the anticipated proof presented by 
the attorney to the jury before any evidence is submitted. 
Also known as OPENING ARGUMENT. 

 ńĊûĂĂĬк+ Iûņþĵ+– ĺĦK ÿņĞİĵ+ ÿħņþĠ ĺĦ ÿĚпč ŀľ 
ûþĄк+ ÿúņľ Łĵ/ ńĸûċĹĵ+ ûĿĸďİŅ &ûİĊо ûĿĝđĦ ĥĸĒĹĵ+ 2ûā

ÿĵ7к+ ĺĸ M/ ķŅďİā Ĵþį ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+. .0 ûĞŅ+ DKđħĸ :+  ÿħĬ/đĹĵ
ÿņĊûĂĂĬк+.  

STATEMENT OF FACT – Any written or oral 
declaration of facts in a case. 

 ĮùûİĊ Iûņý– LŀĦ7 ńĬ ÿİņİĊ ĺĦ ńĿĭė K+ ńġč ĉŅđěā M+ 
ÿņùûĞį.  



Legal Glossary 
ûĿņĻûħĸK ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ/ 2ûĹĶĳĵ/ 7đĕĸ 

89

STATUS OFFENDERS – Youths charged with being 
beyond the control of their legal guardian or who are 
habitually disobedient, truant from school, or have 
committed other acts that would not be a crime if 
committed by an adult. They are not delinquents, but are 
persons in need of supervision, minors in need of 
supervision, or children in need of supervision, depending 
on the state in which they live. Status offenders are placed 
under the supervision of the juvenile court. (See PERSON 
IN NEED OF SUPERVISION.) 

ņĭĵûĎĸ HûĤļĵ+ ĺ- ķľûņĚK/ ÿġĶĔ ĺĦ /ŀćđč ûĸ/ 3/ďĊ+ ķľ  
 IŀþņĪĂŅ ķĿĻ+ K+ &ķù/7 ĴĳĘý Jđĸ/K+ IŀěħŅ ķĿĻ+ K+ &ĺņņĻŀĻûİĵ+
 đþĂħŅ о пĹĦ /ŀþĳā9/ ķĿĻ+ K+ &üþĔ IKďýK ûĹù/7 ÿĔ9ďĹĵ+ ĺĦ

Ĩĵûý ęċė Ľþĳā9+ ŀĵ ûĸđć. ÿćûċý ķĿļĳĵK ĺņċĻûĈý ķĕņĵ ķĿĬ 
 ÿŅоK ĺĸ īĶĂĎā ķĿĂņĹĕāK &ÿþį/đĸ Łĵ/Lđč+ Łĵ/. Ĝħý ńĭĬ 

ķĿņĶĦ ĮĶġŅ 2ûŅоŀĵ+: ÿþį/đĸ Łĵ/ ÿćûċý =ûĎė+K+  &:  3/ďĊ+
 &ÿþį/đĸ Łĵ/ ÿćûċý K+ÿþį/đĸ Łĵ/ ÿćûċý 7оK+. ĺņĭĵûĎĸ ĥĝŀŅ 

3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ÿþį/đĸ Āċā ńĻŀĻûİĵ+ ĥĝŀĵ+. )đĤĻ+:  =ûĎė+
ÿþį/đĸ Łĵ/ ÿćûċý.(  

STATUTE – A law passed by Congress or a state 
legislature. 

 ĥŅđĘā- ;đĈĻŀĳĵ+ ĽņĶĦ ĮĬ/K IŀĻûį  )ńĳŅđĸк+ IûĹĵđþĵ+.(  

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS – A law that says how 
much time you have to file a lawsuit after something 
happens. 

 ğİĕĹĵ+ H7ûİĂĵ+ ĥŅđĘā– ĥĬđĵ ÿņļĸ: 1ďĸ ŁĶĦ ęļŅ IŀĻûį 
 ûĿþĊûĚ ĮĊ ğİĕŅ о/K &ÿņúĞį LŀĦ7ûĿħĬ9 ńĬ.  

STATUTORY – Relating to a statute; created, defined, or 
required by a statute. 

 ńħŅđĘā- ĽņĶĦ ęļŅ K+ &ĥŅđĘĂĵ+ K+ IŀĻûİĵûý ÿįпĦ Ľĵ  
 ĽĝđĭŅ K+ &IŀĻûİĵ/ K+ ĥŅđĘĂĵ+ J7ďċŅ K+ &IŀĻûİĵ+ K+ ĥŅđĘĂĵ+

IŀĻûİĵ+ K+ ĥŅđĘĂĵ+.  

STATUTORY ACTIONS – Actions relating or 
conforming to, or created, defined, or required by a statute. 

 ÿņħŅđĘā GûħĬ+–GûħĬ+   K+ &ĽġþļĂĕĸ K+ &Ľİýûġĸ K+ &ÿįпĦ ûĿĵ
ĥŅđĘĂĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĸĒĶĂĕĸK+ &ĽĬđħĸ.  

STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION – Process by which a 
court seeks to interpret the meaning and scope of 
legislation. 

 ÿņħŅđĘĂĵ+ ÿņļþĵ+– ńĻûħĸ 5đė ĽĂġĔ/ŀý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ńħĕā )/đć+ 
ĥŅđĘĂĵ+ 7ûħý+K.  

STATUTORY LAW – Law enacted by the legislative 
branch of government, as distinguished from CASE LAW 
or COMMON LAW. 

ńħŅđĘĂĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ – ńĬ ÿņħŅđĘĂĵ+ ÿġĶĕĵ+ Ľļĕā IŀĻûį 
 &ÿĸŀĳċĵ+Hûħĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ K+ ńùûĞİĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ĺĦ /ĒņņĹā.  

STATUTORY RAPE – The unlawful sexual intercourse 
with a person under an age set by statute, regardless of 
whether they consent to the act. 

 ĺĕĵ+ IK7 ĀĻûĲ K+ IûĲ ĺĸ ĥĸ ńĕļĈĵ+ Gûěāк+ ÿĹŅđć
 ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ûĹĦ đĤļĵ+ ĜĪý đĚûİĵ+ Gŀþİý /8+ .   

STAY – The act of stopping a judicial proceeding by order 
of the court. 

 īįŀŅ–ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ đĸõý ńùûĞį )/đć+ DûİŅ/ .  

STAY OF EXECUTION – An order that prevents the 
execution of an action, e.g. the serving of a sentence. The 
stay may be granted on a motion by the defendant, or it may 
be ordered in accordance with statutory law, e.g. Calif. 
Penal Code Section 654. 

 ĐņĭļĂĵ+ DûİŅ/–ķĳĊ )ûĞį пąĸ ĺĶĹĦ Đņĭļā ĥļĹŅ đĸ+ . ĉļĹŅ 
 HŀĔđĸ đĸõý K+ &ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĺĸ üĶĠ ŁĶĦ /)ûļý DûİŅк+ /Đľ

ĵûĲ IŀĻûį Ĵąĸ &ńùûĞį ķį9 1đİĬ ńùûļĈĵ+ ûņĻ9ŀĭņ654.  

STIPULATE – To agree to something.  ĮĬ/ŀŅ–øņė ŁĶĦ ĮĬ/ŀŅ .  

STRICT LIABILITY – A concept applied by courts in 
product liability cases in which a seller is responsible for 
any and all defective or hazardous products which unduly 
threaten a consumer’s personal safety. 

 ÿĶĸûė ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿņĵKöĕĸ- LKûĦ7 ńĬ ķĲûċĹĵ+ ńĬ ĮþġŅ HŀĿĭĸ  
 оKöĕĸ &ĥùûþĵ+ IŀĳŅ ăņĊ &ÿļņħĸ ÿĦûĞý  ďĝ ÿĦŀĬđĸ

 K+ ĴĶč ûĿņĬ ńĂĵ+ ĥùûĞþĵ+ ĥņĹćK ĺĸ M+ ĺĦ ÿĶĸûė ÿņĵKöĕĸ
ıĶĿĂĕĹĵ+ ÿĸпĔ 7ďĿŅ đġč.  
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STRICKEN EVIDENCE – Evidence that has been 
removed from the record.  

 ÿýŀġĘĸ ÿĵ7+– ÿĵ7+ ĴĈĕĵ+ ĺĸ ĀĶŅ:/.  

STRIKE – (1) to delete or remove.  (2)  To dismiss an 
allegation before sentencing.  (3) A serious violent felony 
prior conviction that is charged as a prior allegation, e.g. a 
second strike, or third strike. 

 ÿýđĝ 'üġė- )1( ĴŅĒŅ K+ üġĘŅ. )2(  Ĵþį )ûĦ7к+ üġė
ĽņĬ ķĳċĵ+. )3(  HûĿā/ Ľņćŀā   Āþĳā9/ ďį 1đņġč īļĦ ÿŅûļĈý

ûĿļĦ GûİņĬ &ûĿņĶĦ  ķĳĊK  ûİýûĔ:ÿąĵûĄ ÿýđĝ K+ &ÿņĻûĄ ÿýđĝ .  

SUA SPONTE  - Used to describe when a judge does 
something without being asked to by either party. Latin 
meaning “of one’s own will.” 

 ûĦŀĠ– ĺņþĻûĈĵ/ ĺĸ M+ ĺĸ üĶĠ IKďý ńĝûİĵ+ Ľý HŀİŅ ĴĹĦ 
ĺņĦ:ûļĂĹĵ+. ńļħāK ńļņāо ĴĚ+ ĺĸ ÿĹĶĳĵ+ "ĽĕĭĻ )ûİĶā ĺĸ."  

SUB CURIA – Latin meaning “under the law;” the holding 
of a case by a court under consideration, sometimes to await 
the filing of a document, such as a presentence investigation 
report or memorandum of law, or to write an opinion. 

 IŀĻûİĵ+ Āċā –ĴĚк+ ÿņļņāо . Āċā ÿņĞİĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ īįŀā 
īĶĸ ńĬ 2/ďļĂĕĸ ĢĭĊ 9ûĤĂĻõý ûĻûņĊ+  &ÿĔ/9ďĵ+ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 

Ĵąĸ: ĺŅKďĂĵ K+ &ÿņĻŀĻûį 1đĳĭĸ K+ &ķĳċĵ+ Ĵþį ĮņİċĂĵ+ đŅđİā  
L+9.  

SUBMIT – To yield to the will of another.  ĥĞĎŅ–đč* ęĎė 17/9к ķĶĕĂĕŅ .  

SUBPOENA – An official order to go to court at a certain 
time. Subpoenas are commonly used to tell witnesses to 
come to court to testify in a trial. 

 1đĲĐĸ /ĞĊû 9- 17ûĦ ĽćŀŅ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ 9ŀĞċĶĵ ńĹĔ9 đĸ+  
ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ ķĿā7ûĿĘý )о7лĵ 7ŀĿė Łĵ/.  

SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM – A court order to bring 
papers or records to court at a certain time. 

 2/ďļĂĕĸ 9ûĞĊ/ 1đĲĐĸ– ńĹĔ9 đĸ+  9ûĞĊк ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ
7ďċĸ ĀįK ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Łĵ/ 2пĈĔ K+ E/9K+.  

SUBROGATION – To substitute one person for another in 
a legal claim. 

 đč* Ĵċĸ GпĊ+– ńĬ đč* ęĎė ĺĦ пŅďý ûěĎė ĥĝK  
ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿņĞį.  

SUBSTANTIAL PERFORMANCE – Where a party has 
honestly and faithfully performed the essential and material 
portions of the contract and the only non-performance 
consists of technical or unimportant provisions. 

 Mđľŀć K+ ńĔûĔ+ :ûĈĻ/– ńĬ ÿĹĿĹĵ+K ÿņĔûĔк+ )/Ēćк+ :ûĈĻ/ 
 о ŁĂĵ+K ÿņĶĳĘĵ+ 2/đİĭĵ/ )ûļąĂĔûý =пč+K ÿĻûĸ+ Ĵĳý ďİħĵ+

ûĿĵ ÿņĹľ+.  

SUBSTANTIVE LAW – The law dealing with rights, 
duties, and liabilities, as contrasted with PROCEDURAL 
LAW, which governs the technical aspects of enforcing 
civil or criminal laws. 

Mđľŀć H+ ńĦŀĝŀĸ IŀĻûį – 2ûþć/ŀĵ+K Eŀİċĵ+ ĆĵûħŅ IŀĻûį 
2ûņĵKöĕĹĵ+KÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ . ĽĶýûİŅ  ńù/đćк+ IŀĻûİĵ+ K+ 9đİŅ MĐĵ+

ÿņùûļĈĵ+K ÿņĻďĹĵ+ ĺņĻ/ŀİĵ+ Įņþġā ÿņĭņĲ 7ďċŅ.  

SUCCESSION – The acquisition of title to the property of 
one who dies without disposing of it by will. 

ÿĄ/9K K+ ÿĬпč–ÿņĚK IKďý &ŁĬŀĂĹĵ+ ÿņĳĶĸ :/đĊ+ .  

SUE – To commence legal proceedings for recovery of a 
right. 

 ńĝûİŅ–ĮĊ AûćđĂĔк )ûĞİĵ+ Łĵ/ )ŀĈĶĵ+ .  

SUIT – Any proceeding by one person or persons against 
another in a court of law. 

 1ûĝûİĸ–)ûĞİĵ+ Hûĸ+ đč* ęĎĘĵ ęĎė ÿİĊпĸ .  

SUMMARY JUDGMENT – When the judge decides a 
case without going to trial. The decision is based on the 
papers filed by both sides.  

 M:ûĈŅ/ ķĳĊ– ÿĹĲûċĸ Łĵ/ )ŀĈĶĵ+ IKďý ńĝûİĵ+ J9ďěŅ ķĳĊ 
ĺņþĻûĈĵ+ пĲ ĺĸ ÿĸďİĹĵ+ E/9Kлĵ ĽĂĔ/97 ŁĶĦ /)ûļý Ĵý.  
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SUMMONS – (1) A notice to a defendant that he or she has 
been sued or charged with a crime and is required to appear 
in court.  (2) A jury summons requires the person receiving 
it to report for possible jury duty. 

 )ûĞİĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĶĵ ńĹĔ9 )ûĦďĂĔ+– )1( ķĿĂĸ Łĵ/ 9ûħė+ 
đć ńĬ ķĿĂĸ ĽĻûý K+ &Jďĝ ÿĸûİĸ LŀĦ7 7ŀćŀý ĽĹĶħŅ ĽņĶĦK H

ĵ+ Hûĸ+ GŀąĹĵ+ÿĹĳċĹ. )2( ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ )ûĦďĂĔ+ 9ûħė+ ŀľ 
Ħ ęĎė Łĵ/ ĴĔđŅ ÿŅ7õĂĵ ďħĂĕĸ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ ĺĶħŅK đĞċŅ I+ ĽņĶ

ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ ńĬ ÿĸďĎĵ+ üć/K.  

SUPERSEDEAS – A writ issued by an appellate court to 
preserve the status quo pending review of a judgment, or 
pending other exercise of its jurisdiction. 

 )/đć+ īįK đĸ+ – ĢĭĊ ńĬ DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ĺĸ ńĻŀĻûį đĸ+ 
 ÿĔ9ûĹĸ ĺņĊ Łĵ/ K+ &ķĳċĵ+ ÿħć/đĸ ĺņĊ Łĵ/ ÿļľ/9 ÿĵûĊ

ÿņùûĞİĵ+ ûĿĂņĊпĚ.  

SUPPORT TRUST – A trust that instructs the trustee to 
spend only as much income and principal (the assets held in 
the trust) as needed for the beneficiary’s support. 

1ďĿĦ/ ÿĵûĦо ÿĻûĸ+–1ďĿĦ /ĺĹĞĂā ÿĻûĸ+  ńĚŀĵ+ Łĵ/ 2ûĹņĶħā
 ŁĶĦ ûĿĬđěņĵ &ďù/ŀĭĵ+K GûĹĵ+ ;+9 ĺĸ &ĨĵûþĹĵ/ ÿĹņį 7ďċā

ÿćûċĵ+ üĕĊ ďņĭĂĕĹĵ+ ÿĵûĦ+.  

SUPPRESS – To stop or put an end to someone’s activities. 
See also EXCLUSIONARY RULE. 

ĥĹİŅ/ ĥļĹŅ –ęĎė 2ûĠûĘļĵ /ďĊ ĥĞŅ K+ īįŀŅ  . )đĤĻ+: 
)ûěįк+ ķĳĊ.(  

SUPPRESSION HEARING – A hearing on a criminal 
defendant’s motion to prohibit the prosecutor’s use of 
evidence alleged to have been obtained in violation of the 
defendant’s rights. This hearing is held outside of the 
presence of the jury, either prior to or at trial. The judge 
must rule as a matter of law on the motion. 

 ĥļĸ K+ đĤĊ ÿĕĶć)ÿĵ7к+ Ĝħý ķŅďİā( – IKďý ďİħā ÿĕĶć 
 Ĵþį &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ 9ŀĞĊ ńĶĦ /)ûļý &ûĿùûļĄ+ K+ ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+

 ķĦ: ÿĵ7+ ķŅďİā ĺĸ )ûĦ7к+ ĥļĹĵ ÿņùûļć ÿņĞį ńĬ ķĿĂĸ üĶĠ
ķĿĂĹĵ+ EŀİĊ ĀĳĿĂĻ/ ÿİŅđġý ûĿņĶĦ Gŀěċĵ+ ķā ĽĻ+. ŁĶĦK 

ÿņĻŀĻûį ÿĵõĕĹĲ üĶġĵ+ /Đľ ńĬ ķĳċŅ I+ ńĝûİĵ+.  

SURETY BOND An insurance policy taken out by a 
defendant with a national insurance company in which the 
insurer agrees to pay the court the amount of bail required 
for the defendant’s release if the defendant fails to come to 
court when he or she is supposed to. Often called a fidelity 
bond. 

 ÿĵûĭĲ IûĹĝ–ĵ+ ûĿŅđĂĘŅ ĺņĸõā ÿěņĵŀý  ĺņĸõā ÿĲđė ĺĸ ķĿĂĹ
 ÿņļĠK)2ûŅоŀĵ+ đąĲ+ ńĬ AKđĬ ûĿĵ M+( ĥĬ7 ÿĹĳċĹĶĵ ĺĹĞā 

 GŀąĹĵõý ĴĘĬ /8/ ķĿĂĹĵ+ ĺĦ 4/đĬлĵ  ÿýŀĶġĹĵ+ ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ÿĹņį
7ďċĹĵ/ Āįŀĵ+ ńĬ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ/. ûĞŅ+ ŁĦďāK  ÿĵûĭĲ ĺņĸõā.  

SURVIVORSHIP – Another name for JOINT TENANCY. ûņĊ ŁİþŅ ĺĹĵ 3/đņĹĵ+ ĮĊ –G Lđč+ ÿņĹĕā : ÿĲđĂĘĸ Fпĸ+.  

SUSPEND – To postpone, stay, or withhold certain 
conditions of a judicial sentence for a temporary period of 
time. 

ĮĶħŅ/ īįŀŅ – ķĳĊ ?Kđė Ĝħý ûĂįöĸ ıĕĹŅ K+ īįŀŅ &ĴćöŅ 
ńùûĞį.  

SUSTAIN- To maintain, to affirm, to approve. ĻûĕŅ  ď– ńİþŅ )ŁĶĦ(ĮĬ/ŀŅ &ďĲöŅ &.  

SWEAR – To put to oath and declare as truth.  ķĕį-Įċĵ+ Gŀİý ĺņĹņĵ+ IûĭĶĊ  .  

TANGIBLE – Capable of being perceived, especially by 
the sense of touch. 

;ŀĕċĸ/ ;ŀĹĶĸ - ĺĦ ÿĚûčK @ŀċĶĹĵ+K+ F9ďĹĵ+ øĘĵ+  
ēĹĶĵ+ ĮŅđĠ.  

TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY 
MEMORANDUM (TPPM) – A legal document referred to 
in a will and used to guide the distribution of personal 
property that you can move or touch. For example, 
furniture, computers, jewelry, and artwork. 

 ÿŅ7ûĹĵ+ K+ ÿĔŀĹĶĹĵ+ ÿņěĎĘĵ+ 2ûĳĶĂĹĹĵ+ 1đĳĭĸ- ďļĂĕĸ  
 ÿņěĎė 2ûĳĶĂĹĸ ĥŅ:ŀā GŀĊ 2ûĿņćŀā ĽņĬ &ÿņĚK ńĬ ńĻŀĻûį

ûĿĳŅđċā K+ ûĿĕĹĵ ĺĳĹŅ.пąĸ  : &đāŀņþĸŀĲ &2ûėKđĭĸ 
ÿņļĬ GûĹĦ+K &2/đľŀĈĸ.  
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TAXATION OF COSTS – The process of ascertaining 
and charging up the amount of costs in an action to which a 
party is legally entitled, or which are legally chargeable. 
Adjustment; fixing the amount. 

 LŀĦďĵ+ īŅ9ûěĸ ďŅďċā– īŅ9ûěĸ ĺĸ ĮİċĂŅ ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+  
 Dđġĵ+ ûĿý īĶĳŅK &IŀĻûİĵ+ ûĿĝđĭŅ īŅ9ûěĸ K/ &LŀĦ7

ûĦđė ûĿļĦ GKöĕĹĵ+.ĨĶþĹĵ+ ďŅďċāK ĴŅďħā .  

TEMPORARY RELIEF – Any form of action by a court 
granting one of the parties an order to protect its interest 
pending further action by the court. 

 Āįöĸ ĴĊ– ńĬ /đĸ+ ĺņĬđġĵ+ ďĊ+ ĉļĹý ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ 9/đį M+ 
đč* 9/đį 8ûĎā/ ĺņĊ Łĵ/ Ľċĵûěĸ ÿŅûĹĊ.  

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER (TRO)- A 
court order that says a person must not do certain things that 
are likely to cause harm that can’t be fixed.  

 Āįöĸ MďņņİĻ K+ Mđć: đĸ+– ęĎė ĺĸ üĶġŅ ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ 
 ĺĳĹŅ о L8+ üþĕā I+ ĺĳĹĸ ÿļņħĸ )ûņė/ ĴĹħý Hûņİĵ+ HďĦ

ĽĊпĚ+.  

TENANCY – An interest in real estate which passes to the 
tenant. 

 19ûĈŅк+-đćõĂĕĹĵ+ Łĵ/ GŀċĂŅ 9ûİħý Įċĵ+ .  

TESTAMENT – A will disposing of personal property. 
(See WILL.) 

 ÿņĚK– ÿņěĎĘĵ+ Fпĸк+ ĴŅŀċā ńĬ ÿņĚK .  

TESTAMENTARY CAPACITY – The legal ability to 
make a will. To write a will, a person has to be at least 18 
years old; know what property he or she owns; and know 
who he or wants to give the property to. 

 ÿņĚŀĵ+ ÿņĶľ+– ĴħĈĵ ÿýŀĶġĹĵ+ ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 19ďİĹĵ+ K+ Lŀİĵ+ ńľ 
ÿĦKđĘĸ ÿņĚŀĵ+. о+ &ĽĂņĚK üĂĳŅ I+ 7/9+ /8+ &ęĎĘĵ+ ŁĶĦ 

ĳŅ I+ 'ÿļĔ đĘĦ ÿņĻûĹąĵ+  IK7 JđĹĦ IŀĳŅ ûĹý ûĲ9ďĸ Iŀ
 FđĂŅ I+ ďŅđŅ MĐĵ/ ęĎĘĵ+ ķĔ/ ŁĶĦ ûħĶġĸ IŀĳŅ I+K 'ıĶĹŅ

ĽĲпĸ+ Ľĵ.  

TESTAMENTARY DISPOSITION – A disposition of 
property by way of gift, which is not to take effect unless 
the grantor does or until that event. 

 Fпĸ+ ĴŅŀċā ÿņĚK–ŅďĿĲ &Fпĸ+ ĴŅŀċā ÿþľ K+ ÿ. /Đľ ķĂŅ о 
ĽāûĬK ďħý K+ &ĉĻûĹĵ+ I8õý о+ ĴŅŀċĂĵ+.  

TESTAMENTARY GUARDIAN – A guardian appointed 
by the last will of a father for the person and real and 
personal estate of his child until the child reaches full age. 

ÿņĚK ;9ûĊ – ńĬ 0к+ ĽļņħŅ ęĎė  &ûĿþĂĲ ÿņĚK đč*
 ĽĂļý+ K+ Ľļý+ ĨĶþŅ ŁĂĊ ÿŅ9ûİħĵ+K ÿņěĎĘĵ+ ĽĲпĸк ;9ûċĲ

ďėđĵ+ ĺĔ đĚûİĵ+.   

TESTAMENTARY TRUST – A trust created in a will. 
The trust does not exist until the person dies. 

 ÿņĚK 1ďĿĦ–ÿņĚK ńĬ 19ŀĲĐĸ 1ďĿĦ . I/ Łĵ/ 1ďĿħĶĵ 7ŀćK о 
ûĚ ęĎĘĵ/ ŁĬŀĂŅÿņĚŀĵ+ üĊ.  

TESTAMENTARY TRUSTEE – A person appointed to 
carry out a trust created by a will. 

 ÿņĚK ĴņĲK– ńĬ 19ŀĲĐĸ 1ďĿĦ ĐņĭļĂĵ ÿņĚK ńĬ ĺņĦ ĺĸ 
ÿņĚŀĵ+.  

TESTATE – One who has died leaving a will or one who 
has made a will. 

 ÿņĚK F9ûā–+ &ÿņĚK ûĲ9ûā 2ûĸ ĺĸ   ĽĂņĚK üĂĲ ĺĸ K.  

TESTATOR – Male person who makes a will (female: 
testatrix). 

ńĚŀĹĵ+.  

TESTATRIX – Female person who makes a will (male: 
testator). 

ÿņĚŀĹĵ+.  

TESTIFY – To give evidence under oath as a witness in a 
court proceeding. 

 ďĿĘŅ-+ ńĬ 17ûĬûý ńĵďŅ ĺņĹņĵ+ ĴùûĠ Āċā ÿĳċĹĵ.  

TESTIMONY – Oral evidence at a trial or deposition.  17ûĿė–ÿņġč K+ ÿņĿĭė 17ûĬ/ .  
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THEFT – The act of stealing or the taking of property 
without the owner’s consent. 

 ÿįđĔ–ĽþĊûĚ ÿİĬ/ŀĸ IKďý JĐč+ K+ øņė ÿįđĔ .  

THIRD-PARTY – A person, business, or government 
agency not actively involved in a legal proceeding, 
agreement, or transaction. 

 ăĵûĄ DđĠ- ?9ŀĂĸ đņĩ ÿņĸŀĳĊ ÿúņľ K+ ÿĕĔöĸ K+ ęĎė  
ÿİĭĚ K+ ÿņįûĭā+ K+ ńĻŀĻûį )/đć+ ńĬ ûņĶĹĦ.  

THIRD-PARTY CLAIM – An action by the defendant 
that brings a third party into a lawsuit. 

ÿņĞİĵ+ ńĬ ăĵûĄ DđĠ 9ûĞĊк ķĿĂĹĵ+ ûĿħĬđŅ LŀĦ7.  

THREE STRIKES LAW – Law that subjects person 
convicted of felony who has two or more prior serious or 
violent felonies to a life term in prison. 

 2ûýđĝ 3пąĵ+ IŀĻûį)K+ûąĵ+ HđĈĵ+ ăĵ( - ĥĞĎŅ IŀĻûį  ) ķĞý
7ûĞĵ+ đĕĲK ûĎĵ+ IŀĳĔK )ûņĵ+( 0ûĳā9/ ńĬ ĽĂĻ/7/ ăĂþĄ ĺĸ 

 ķĳĊ Łĵ/ &īļĦ 2ûŅûļć ńĬ đąĲ+ K+ ĺņĂņįûþĔ/ Ľĵ IûĲK ÿŅûļć
ĺĈĕĵ+ ńĬ 1ûņċĵ+ Lďĸ.  

TIME SERVED – A sentence given by the court to a 
convicted criminal equal to the amount of time that the 
criminal was incarcerated during the trial. 

 ÿņĞİĸ ÿýŀİĦ 1ďĸ– ŁĶĦ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ûĿý ĀĹĳĊ &ÿýŀİĦ 1ďĸ 
 ńĬ ĽĂĸûĳċĸ Gпč JĒĈĊ 1ďĹĵ ÿŅKûĕĸ &ĽĂĻ/7/ ĀĂþĄ HđĈĸ

ÿņùûļĈĵ+ ÿņĞİĵ+.  

TIME WAIVER – When you give up the right to have a 
certain phase of the legal process take place within the 
normally specified amount of time. 

 G:ûļĂĹĵ/ Āįŀĵ+– ńĻŀĻûİĵ+ Āįŀĵ+ GûĹħĂĔ+ ĺĦ ęĎĘĵ+ G:ûļā 
LŀĦ7 ĥĬđĵ 7ďċĹĵ+.  

TITLE – Ownership or evidence of ownership of land or 
other property. 

ıĶĹā ďļĔ – Fпĸ/ K+ >9+ ÿņĳĶĸ ĴĦ Ĵņĵ7 K+ ÿņĳĶĸ ĮĊ 
Lđč+.  

TORT – When a person is hurt because someone did not do 
what he or she was supposed to do. . The most common tort 
action is a suit for damages as a result of an automobile 
accident. See EX DELICTO. 

 9đĝ- ńĬ đč* ęĎė ĴĘĬ üþĕý ęĎĘý ĮċĶŅ MĐĵ+ 9đĞĵ+  
üĈŅ ûĸ ĴĹĦĽý Hûņİĵ+ ĽņĶĦ . ûĦŀņė 9đĞĵ+ LKûĦ7 đąĲ+ 

2/9ûņĕĵ+ H7ûěā 37/ŀĊ ńĬ 9/đĝ+ ďĝ LŀĳĘĵ+ŀľ. )đĤĻ+: 
üć/ŀĵõý Gпč+ K+ &Hđć ĺĦ øėûĻ.(    

TORTURE – To inflict intense pain to body or mind for 
purposes of punishment, or to extract a confession or 
information, or for sadistic pleasure. 

üŅĐħā  - 0ûİħĲ &ďŅďė MđĳĬ K+ Mďĕć ķĵк ęĎė ĜŅđħā 
 &2ûĸŀĶħĹý ĉŅđěĂĶĵ K+ &ĴĹħý D/đĂĦк+ ŁĶĦ Ľĸûĩ9к K+ &Ľĵ

1ĐĶĵ+ Ĵć+ ĺĸ ğİĬ K/.  

TRANSACTIONAL MALPRACTICE – Professional 
misconduct, unreasonable lack of skill in professional 
duties, or illegal or immoral conduct in regards to an act of 
transacting or conducting any business.    

 ĴĪė ÿİĭĚ ńĬ Dđěā öĔ– 19ûĿĸ J:ŀħŅ ńļĿĸ Dđěā ,ŀĔ 
 ńİĶč о K+ ńĻŀĻûį đņĩ Dđěā K+ &ÿļĿĹĵ+ 2ûþć/K ńĬ  Hûņİĵ+

ĴĹĦ 19/7+ ńĬ K+ ĴĪė ÿİĭĚ ĴĹĦ ńĬ.  

TRANSCRIPT –A record of everything that is said in a 
hearing or trial. 

 IKďĹĵ+ ĴĈĕĵ+-ÿĹĲûċĸ ÿĕĶć ńĬ Ĵņį ûĸ ĴĲ MŀċŅ ĴĈĔ  .  

TRANSFERRED INTENT – Doctrine under which 
original malice is transferred from one against whom it was 
entertained to person who actually suffers consequence of 
unlawful act.  When one attempts to kill a certain person, 
but by mistake or inadvertence kills a different person, the 
crime, if any, so committed is the same as though the person 
originally intended to be killed, had been killed.  

 ÿņĻ ĴŅŀċā)ĴĂİĵ+( – +ďþĸ  ęĎĘĵ+ ĺĸ H/đćк+ ÿņĻ GûİĂĻ+ GŀĊ
ĽņĶĦ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ ĥİā đč* ęĎė Łĵ/ ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ ńĬ 7ŀěİĹĵ+. ûĸďļĦ 

 ĺĦ /đč* ûěĎė ĴĂİŅ ĽļĳĵK ĺņħĸ ęĎė ĴĂį ęĎė MŀļŅ
 ÿć9ďĵ+ ēĭĻ ńĬ ĽĂĹŅđć đþĂħā & ďěį đņĩ ĺĦ K+ õġĎĵ+ ĮŅđĠ

пĚ+ 7ŀěİĹĵ+ ęĎĘĵ+ ĴĂį ĽĻõĲK.  
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TRANSITORY – Actions that might have taken place 
anywhere. 

FđċĂĸ –Iûĳĸ M+ ńĬ ûĿħĬ9 ĺĳĹĸ LKûĦ7 .  

TRAVERSE – In common law pleading, a denial.  Where a 
defendant denies any material allegation of fact in the 
plaintiff’s declaration.  

 đĳļŅ–Hûħĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ ńĬ I/đĳļĵ+ . ÿŅ+ ÿİņİĊ ķĿĂĹĵ+ đĳļŅ 
ûĸûĿā+ńĦďĹĵ+ ĺĸ Iûņý ńĬ ÿĸŀĦĒĸ ÿņĔûĔ+ 2.  

TRESPASSING – Unlawful interference with one’s 
person, property and rights. 

Mďħā/ đņĪĵ+ ÿĸđĊ FûĿĂĻ+ - EŀİĊ ńĬ AKđĘĸ đņĩ Ĵčďā  
ĽĲпĸ+K ęĎė.  

TRIAL – A court process in which the issues of fact and 
law are heard and decided according to legal procedures so 
a judicial officer or jury can make a decision. 

 ÿĹĲûċĸ- LŀĦďĵ+ ĥùûįK AûĹĔ ûĿņĬ ķĂŅ ńĂĵ/ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 1đņĕĸ  
 GûĈĹĵ+ ĉņĂā ÿņĻŀĻûį 2/)/đćк ûİĬK ķĕċāK ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ĴùûĕĹĵ+K
ûĿĹĕĊ ńĬ 9/đį Łĵ/ GŀĚŀĶĵ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņĿĵ K+ ńùûĞį ğýûĞĵ.  

TRIAL DE NOVO – A new trial or retrial held in an 
appellate court in which the whole case is heard as if no 
trial had been heard in the lower court or administrative 
agency. 

 ďŅďć ĺĸ ÿĹĲûċĸ– 17ûĦ/ K+ & ÿņĞİĶĵ 1ďŅďć ÿĹĲûċĸ 
đĤļŅ ăņĊ DûļúĂĔк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ûĿĂĹĲûċĸ /7ďĈĸ ûĿņĬ 

 ÿúņľ ńĬ K+ &Aŀĝŀĸ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ ûİýûĔ ûĿņĬ đĤļŅ ķĵ ûĿĻõĲK
ÿŅ9/7+.  

TRIAL COURT – The first court to consider a case, 
generally the superior court. Compare APPELLATE 
COURT). 

 AŀĝŀĹĵ+ ÿĹĳċĸ– &LŀĦďĵ+ ńĬ đĤļā ńĂĵ+ ŁĵKк+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ 
ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Iŀĳā 17ûħĵ+ ńĬKûņĶħĵ+ . )0 I9ûį: ÿĹĳċĸ 

DûļúĂĔк+(  

TRIAL, COURT (BENCH) – A trial where the jury is 
waived and the case is seen before the judge alone. 

 ÿņùûĞį ÿĹĲûċĸ- IKďýK  JďĊŀĵ ńĝûİĵ/  Hûĸ+ ķĂā ÿĹĲûċĸ  
ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿļĈĵ 7ŀćK.  

TRIAL, SPEEDY – The Sixth Amendment of the 
Constitution guarantees the accused to an immediate trial in 
accordance with prevailing rules, regulations and 
proceedings of law. 

 ÿĶćûĦ ÿĹĲûċĸ– ĴŅďħā IŀĻûį ĺĸ ÿĔ7ûĕĵ+ 17ûĹĵ+ ĺĸöā 
 ĽĂĹĤĻ+K IŀĻûİĵ+ HûĳĊ+ üćŀĹý ķĿĂĹĶĵ ÿŅ9ŀĬ ÿĹĲûċĸ 9ŀĂĔďĵ+

1ďùûĕĵ+ Ľā/)/đć+K.  

TRIAL STATUS/SETTING CONFERENCE – See 
PRETRIAL SENTENCE. 

 ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ ĥĝK/ MďņĿĹā AûĹĂć+– ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Ĵþį ķĳċĵ+ đĤĻ/.  

TRIER OF FACT – Term includes the jury or the judge in 
a jury-waived trial, who have the obligation to make finding 
of fact rather than rulings of law. 

  Įùûİċĵ+ ęĊûĬ– K+ ĺļņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿúņľ đņþħĂĵ+ /Đľ ĺĹĞĂŅ 
 Įùûİċĵ+ 7ûĈŅо &ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿļúņľ IKďý ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ &ńĝûİĵ+

ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ ĴùûĕĹĵ+ ēņĵK.  

TRO – See TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER. đĤĻ+: Āįöĸ ńŅďņņİā K+ Mđć: đĸ+.  

TROMBETTA MOTION – A motion to suppress 
evidence for failure to preserve the same. 

 ûĂþĸKđā üĶĠ-  ûĿĤĭĊ ńĬ ĴĘĭĵ+ üþĕý ÿĵ7+ ĥļĸ üĶĠ ŀľK.  

TRUE BILL – The endorsement made by a grand jury on a 
bill of indictment when it finds sufficient evidence for trial 
on the charge alleged. 

 Gŀþİĸ HûĿā+–ņľ ĮŅďěā  ûĸďļĦ HûĿā/ ŁĶĦ LđþĲ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿú
ÿĹĲûċĹĶĵ )ûĞİĵ+ Łĵ/ ĽĶŅŀċĂĵ ÿņĬûĲ ÿĵ7+ ĽņĬ I+ ďĈā.  
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TRUE FINDING – The juvenile court equivalent of a 
guilty verdict. 

 ńİņİĊ 7ûĈŅ/– 9/đį M:/ŀŅ 3/ďĊк+ ÿĹĳċĸ ńĬ 5пġĚ+ 
ÿĻ/7к+.  

TRUE TEST COPY – A copy of a court document given 
under the clerk’s seal, but not certified. 

 ÿņİņİĊ ÿĎĕĻ– Ĵþį ĺĸ ÿĸŀĂĎĸ ÿĹĳċĸ E/9K+ ĺĦ ÿĎĕĻ 
ÿįďěĸ đņĩ ûĿļĳĵK ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ üāûĲ.  

TRUST – A legal device used to manage real or personal 
property, established by one person (the GRANTOR or 
SETTLOR) for the benefit of another (the BENEFICIARY). 
A third person ( the TRUSTEE) or the grantor manages the 
trust. In Traffic – Trust is an account into which bail is 
posted to insure appearance or compliance until the case is 
settled. 

1ďĿĦ/ÿĻûĸ+/ÿŅûĚK/ĴņĲŀā/ ÿĵûĭĲ–į ďļĂĕĸ  ęĎė ĽþĂĳŅ ńĻŀĻû
)ĴĲŀĹĵ+ K+ ńĚŀĹĵ/( ăĵûĄ DđġŃĵ/ ) ĴņĲŀĵ+ K+ńĚŀĵ+( ĽĶĲŀŅ  

 ęĎė ĉĵûěĵ J9ûİĦ K+ Ľĵ/ŀĸ+ 19/7/ ŁĶĦ ûĿņĬ ĽņĚŀŅ K+ ûĿý
 đč*)ďņĭĂĕĹĵ+.( ÿĦŀĝŀĹĵ+ ÿĵûĭĳĵ+ ńĿĬ đņĕĵ+ IŀĻûį ńĬ ûĸ+  

ķĳċĶĵ ĽĦŀĞč ÿĻûĹĞĵ K+ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ Hûĸ+ ķĿĂĹĵ+ Gŀąĸ ÿĻûĹĞĵ.  

TRUST AGREEMENT OR DECLARATION – The 
legal document that sets up a trust.  

 ûĿĻûņý K+ ÿĻûĸ+ ÿņįûĭā/– ķņİā K+ øĘļā ńĂĵ+ ÿņĹĔđĵ+ ÿİņĄŀĵ+ 
ÿĻûĸ/.  

TRUSTEE – The person or institution that manages the 
property put in trust. 

 ĴņĲŀĵ+ K+ ńĚŀĵ+–ÿŅûĚŀĵ+ G/ŀĸ+ đŅďā ÿĕĔöĸ K+ ęĎė .  

TURNCOAT WITNESS – A witness whose testimony 
was expected to be favorable, but who later becomes an 
adverse witness. 

 ďāđĸ ďľûė– IûĲ ĺĸ ďĝ 17ûĿĘĵ+ Łĵ/ đĸк+ Ľý ńĿĂļŅ ďľûė 
ÿĭĵûċĸ 17ûĿė Ľļĸ ĥįŀĂŅ.  

UNCONSCIONABILITY – An absence of meaningful 
choice on the part of one of the parties to a contract, and 
contract terms which are unreasonably favorable to the 
other party. 

 đņĹĞĵ+ 0ûņĩ K+ ÿņĵŀİħĹĵ+ đņĩ- ďĊ+ ĉĵûěĵ ĽĠKđė ďİĦ  
 Łļħĸ M8 9ûņč ĺĸ ńĵûč ĽĻ+ K+ &ÿĵŀİħĸ đņĩ 19ŀěý ĺņĬđġĵ+

ĺņĬđġĵ+ ďĊк.  

UNCONSTITUTIONAL – That which is contrary to or in 
conflict with the federal or state constitutions. 

 M9ŀĂĔ7 đņĩ- 7ûċāк+ 9ŀĂĔ7 ĥĸ >9ûħĂŅ K+ īĵûĎŅ ûĸ  
ÿŅоŀĵ+ 9ŀĂĔ7 K+ &ńĵ/9ďņĭĵ+.  

UNDERCOVER – A person participating in a secret 
investigation in order to acquire information about the 
crime without the other party realizing their identity. 

 MđĔ- Įņİċā ńĬ F9ûĘņĵ  ÿņİņİċĵ+ ĽĂŅŀľ ńĭĎŅ ęĎė  
ÿĹŅđĈý ĮĶħĂā 2ûĸŀĶħĸ ŁĶĦ GŀěċĶĵ MđĔ.  

UNDERTAKING – A promise given during legal 
proceedings by a party or his attorney, usually as a 
condition of getting some concession from the court or third 
party.  

 ďĿħā– ĽņĶĦ ĴěċŅ  &ÿąĵûĄ ÿĿć ĺĸ K+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ ĺĸ :ûņĂĸ+ 
 ďĦK Ĵýûİĸ &ÿĹĲûċĸ ńĬ D/đĠк+ ďĊ+)ďĿħā( ĺĸ K+ Ľļĸ 

ĽĶĲŀĸ.   

UNDUE INFLUENCE – When someone pressures the 
person making a will (called testator) to include or leave out 
people or things from his or her will. This can be a reason to 
challenge a will. 

 đņĄõā K+ ĽĶċĸ đņĩ ńĬ 8ŀĭĻ– üāûĲ ŁĶĦ ęĎė ğĪĞŅ ûĸďļĦ 
 Ĝħý ďħþŅ K+ &ĽĂņĚK ńĬ =ûĎėк+ Ĝħý đĲĐŅ ńĳĵ ÿņĚK

ĽĂņĚK ĺĸ =ûĎėк+. ńĬ ĺħġĶĵ ûþþĔ /Đľ IŀĳŅ I+ ĺĳĹŅ  
+ÿņĚŀĵ.  



Legal Glossary 
ûĿņĻûħĸK ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ/ 2ûĹĶĳĵ/ 7đĕĸ 

96

UNDER THE INFLUENCE – Any abnormal mental or 
physical condition which is the result of indulging in any 
degree in intoxicating liquors, and which tends to deprive 
one of that clearness of intellect and control of himself 
which he would otherwise possess.  

 đņĄõĂĵ+ Āċā- đņĩ ĴĳĘý đĳĭŅ K+ DđěĂŅ ęĎĘĵ+ IŀĲ 
 ĽĂĶħć ÿņĵŀċĳĵ+ 2ûýKđĘĹĵ+ ĺĸ ÿņĹĲ ĽņĠûħā ÿĈņĂĻ ńħņþĠ
 I+ Ľĵ IûĲ ûĸK &ĽĕĭĻ ŁĶĦ 1đġņĕĵ+K ĉĝ/ŀĵ+ đņĳĭĂĵ/ ďİĭŅ

Gŀċĳĵ+đņĄõā Āċā ĺĳŅ ķĵ ŀĵ ıĵĐĲ IŀĳŅ.  

UNEMPLOYMENT – State or condition of not being 
employed. 

 ÿĵûġþĵ+–ĴĹĦ K+ ÿĭņģK 7ŀćK HďĦ ÿĵûĊ  .  

UNILATERAL – One-sided, or having a relation to only 
one of two or more persons or things. 

 ďĊ/K üĻûć ĺĸ– ĺņý ĺĸ ğİĬ ďĊ/K ęĎĘý ÿįпĦ Ľĵ ĺĸ K+  
đąĲ+ K+ ĺņěĎė.  

UNJUST ENRICHMENT, DOCTRINE OF – The 
principle that one person should not be permitted to unjustly 
enrich himself at the expense of another, but should be 
required to make restitution for the property or benefit 
received. 

 đùûĈĵ+ )/đĄк+ +ďþĸ– ŁĶĦ ęĎė )/đĄ+ ĥļĹŅ MĐĵ+ +ďþĹĵ+ 
 K+ ÿņĳĶĹĵ+ 7đý ĽĸĒĶŅK &đč* ęĎė 0ûĕĊ ĴěĊ ńĂĵ+ ĥĬûļĹĵ+

ûĿþĊûĚ Łĵ/ ûĿņĶĦ.  

UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY – At common law, the 
meeting together of three or more persons, to the 
disturbance of the public peace, and with the intention of 
forcible and violent execution of some unlawful private 
enterprise.  

ĹĈā AKđĘĸ đņĩ ĥ– K+ =ûĎė+ ÿĄпĄ ĥĹĈā ĥļĹŅ Hûħĵ+ IŀĻûİĵ+ 
 ńěĎė AKđĘĸ Đņĭļā ďěİýK Hûħĵ+ ĺĸк+ đŅďĳā DďĿý đąĲ+

īļħĵ+K 1ŀİĵ+ >đĬ ĮŅđĠ ĺĦ &ńĻŀĻûį đņĩ.  

UNLAWFUL DETAINER – The eviction papers 
(Summons and Complaint) that a landlord gives a tenant. 

 AKđĘĸđņĩ @ûĭĂĊ+- )пčк+ üĶĠ E/9K+  )LŀĳėK ĨņĶþā( 
đćõĂĕĹĵ+ Łĵ/ ıĵûĹĵ+ ûĿņġħŅ.  

UNRUH CIVIL RIGHTS ACT – This law provides 
protection from discrimination by all business 
establishments in California, including housing and public 
accommodations, because of age, ancestry, color, disability, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.  

 IŀĻûį"KđĻ/"ÿņĻďĹĵ+ Eŀİċĵ/ ńĬ  – ûņĻ9ŀĭņĵûĲ ńĬ ńĻďĸ IŀĻûį 
 2ûĕĔöĸ Ĵþį ĺĸ ķľďĝ ĒņņĹĂĵ+ ĺĸ 7/đĬк+ EŀİĊ ÿŅûĹċĵ

 ĽĂņĕļć &ĽĂįûĦ+ &ĽĻŀĵ &ĽþĕĻ &7đĭĵ+ đĹĦ üþĕý GûĹĦи+
ļŅ7 &ĽįđĦ &ÿņĶĚк+ Ľĕļć &Ľ)ŁąĻ+ K+ đĲ8 ĽĻŀĲ( ĽāûņĊ ÿħņþĠK &

 &ÿņĕļĈĵ+ HûĦ ĺĳĔ K+ GĒļĸ )ûļĂį+ ńĬ ķĿİĊ ıĵ8 ńĬ ûĹý.  

UNSECURED – In bankruptcy proceedings, for the 
purposes of filing a claim, a claim is unsecured if there is no 
collateral, or to the extent the value of collateral is less than 
the amount of the debt. 

IŀĹĞĸ đņĩ – ĥĬ9 DďĿýK  &;пĬк+ IŀĻûį 2/)/đć+ ńĬ  
 IŀĹĞĸ đņĩ IŀĳŅ I/ IŀŅďĹĵ+ ŁĶĦ &;пĬ/ IпĦ/ ńĬ LŀĦ7
 ÿĹņį I+ K+ &ńĠûņĂĊ/ ıĶĹŅо ĽĻ+ ăņĊ ĺĸ ĽļŅ7 ďŅďĕā ńĬ

ĽļŅ7 ÿĹņį ĺĸ Ĵį+ ĽĠûņĂĊ+.  

USURY- Charging a higher interest rate or higher fees than 
the law allows. 

ûý9 –ÿņĻŀĻûİĵ+ 7Kďċĵ+ :KûĈĂā HŀĔ9 K+ 1ďùûĬ üĶĠ  .  

UTTER – To use or to attempt to use a check, draft, or 
order to either (1) assert that it is genuine, or (2) represent to 
another person that it is genuine.   

 ĆŅKđā 9KĒĸ ıņė-   &ĽþĂĲ K+ &ĽĶĹħĂĔ+ K+ ĽĵûĹħĂĔ+ GKûĊ )/ŀĔ
 K+)1( K+ &ńĶĚ+ ıņĘĵ+ I+ ŁĶĦ /9K: ďĲ+ )2( Łĵ/ Ľĸďį 

ńĶĚ+ ĽĻ+ ŁĶĦ đč* ęĎė.  

VACATE – To render an act void; to set aside. ûĻûĳĸ ńĶĎŅ K+ ûúņė ĴġþŅ.  

VAGRANCY – The state or manner of living by wandering 
from place to place without a home, job, or means of 
support. 

 7đĘā– K+ &Ľņĵ+ MKõŅ ĺĳĕĸ IKďý đč* Łĵ/ Iûĳĸ ĺĸ GûĊđĂĵ+ 
ĖņĦ ÿĶņĔK K+ &ĴĹĦ.  
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VANDALISM – Willful or malicious acts that are intended 
to damage or destroy public or private property. 

 ďĹħĂĸ üŅđĎā-đĎā   ĴĹĦ K+ đņĸďĂĵ 7ŀěİĸK ďĹħĂĸ üŅ
ÿĚûč K+ ÿĸûĦ ńĻûþĸ ńĬ 9/đĝ+.  

VEHICULAR HOMICIDE – Caused by the illegal 
operation of a motor vehicle.  Both intentional conduct and 
negligence maybe the basis for such charge though statutes 
vary from state to state as to the elements of the crime. 

 19ûņĔ K+ ÿþĲđĹý ĴĂİĵ+- đņĩ ûĿĵûĹħĂĔ+ ķā 19ûņĔ ÿġĔ/ŀý ĴĂį  
ûņĻŀĻûį. ĒùûĲ9 ĺĸ ńľ ĴĂİĵ/ ÿņĻK GûĹľк+ I+ ĺĸ ķĩđĵûý  

 GŀĊ Lđč+ Łĵ+ ÿŅоK ĺĸ īĶĂĎŅ ĥŅđĘĂĵ+  I+ о+ &ÿĹŅđĈĵ+
ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ đĚûļĦ 

VENIRE – Describes the whole group of people called for 
jury duty from which the jurors are selected. Latin meaning 
“to come.” 

 ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņĿĵ IŀċėđĹĵ+– ńļħāK &ÿņļņāпĵ+ ĺĸ "ńāõņĵ " ķľK &
 ÿúņľ ńĬ ÿĸďĎĵ+ üć/K ÿŅ7õĂĵ /ŀņĦ7 ;ûļĵ+ ĺĸ ÿĦŀĹĈĸ

ķĿļņý ĺĸ ÿúņĿĵ+ )ûĞĦ+ 9ûņĂč+ ķĂŅK &ĺņĭĶċĸ.    

VENUE – The court where you can file your action.  ÿĹĲûċĹĵ+ Iûĳĸ-LŀĦďĵ+ ûĿņĬ ĥĬđā ńĂĵ+ ÿĹĳċĹĵ+  .  

VERDICT – A jury’s or a judge’s final decision.  ńĝûįK+ ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿúņĿĵ ńùûĿļĵ+ 9/đİĵ+.  

VERIFICATION:  An oral or written statement, usually 
made under oath, saying that something is true. 

ďņĲõĂĵ+ – ďĲöŅ ĺņĹņĵ+ IûĭĶċý ûýŀċěĸ ńġč K+ ńĿĭė Iûņý 
øė ÿċĚ.  

VEXATIOUS LITIGANT: A person shown to repeatedly 
file legal actions that have little or no merit. 

 ĢņĪĸ ńĝûİĸ– üćŀĸ IK7 ÿņùûĞį LKûĦ7 ĥĬ9 9đĳŅ ęĎė 
ńĬûĲ 9ĐĦ IK7 K+.  

VICARIOUS RESPONSIBILITY – Acting or serving in 
place of someone or something else.   

 ÿņýûņĻ ÿņĵKöĕĹĵ+– ĺĦ оďý ûĹĳĊ ńĞİŅ K+ &ĺĦ DđěĂŅ 
ĽļĦ ÿýûņĻ M+ &đč* ęĎė.  

VICTIM – A person who is the object of a crime or civil 
wrongdoing. 

 ÿņċĝ-L8+ K+ Hđć ĽņĶĦ ĥįK ĺĸ  .  

VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT – A statement during 
sentencing which informs the judge of the impact of the 
crime on the victim or the victim’s family. 

ÿņċĞĵ+ 9đĞā 17ûĿė  -  9/ďĚ+ Ĵþį ÿņċĞĵ+ ûĿĸďİā 17ûĿė 
 ÿĶùûħĵ+ Įċĵ K+ ûĿİċĵ LĐĵ/ 9đĞĵ+ LďĹý ńĝûİĵ+ ďņĭā ķĳċĵ+

ÿĹŅđĈĵ+ üþĕý.   

VIOLATION – A breach of a right, duty, or law. FûĿĂĻ+/ ÿĭĵûĎĸ–IŀĻûį K+ &üć/K K+ &ĮĊ EûĿĂĻ+ .  

VIOLATION OF PROBATION – A new allegation 
against a defendant for non-compliance with a previous 
probation condition related to a criminal sentence. 

Ăčк+ 1đĂĭĵ/ FûĿĂĻ+ ÿŅ9ûþ– Hďħý ĽņĶĦ ńĦďĹĵ/ ďĝ ďŅďć )ûĦ7/ 
ńùûļć ķĳĊ ńĬ Ľĵ ÿĊŀļĹĹĵ/ ÿŅ9ûþĂčк+ 1đĂĭĵ/ ?KđĘý Ľĸ/ĒĂĵ/.   

VISITATION – Times when the parent who does not have 
custody is with the children and is responsible for them. 

 19ûŅĒĵ/ ĮĊ–ĵ+ &ĺŅŀýк+ ďĊ+ ĽņĞİŅ MĐĵ+ Āįŀĵ+  ıĶĹŅ о MĐ
ķĿļĦ оKöĕĸ Ľĵпč IŀĳŅK 7оKк+ ĥĸ &ÿĻûĞċĵ+ ĮĊ.  

VOIR DIRE – The process of questioning potential jurors 
to choose the people who will decide a case.  Latin meaning 
“to speak the truth.” 

 Įċĵ/ Gŀį– ĺĸ ĺņĭĶċĹĵ+ ÿļĈĶĵ ĺņċėđĹĵ/ 0/KûĈĂĔ+ ÿņĶĹĦ 
+ Ĵć+ÿņĞį ńĬ đŅđİĂĶĵ ÿļĈĶĵ+ ńĬ IŀĳņĔ ĺĸ 9ûņĂč.  

VOLUNTARY ARRAIGNMENT LETTER – A notice 
sent by the District Attorney to a defendant indicating date, 
time and department for appearance in court on newly filed 
charges for which there is no signed promise to appear. 

 ÿņĦŀĠ )ûĦďĂĔ+ 1đĲĐĸ– ńĦďĹĵ/ ńĵ/ Hûħĵ/ ńĦďĹĵ/ ĺĸ 9ûħė/ 
 ĽņĶĦ üĈŅ MĐĵ/ Āįŀĵ/K ČŅ9ûĂĵ/K IûĳĹĵ/ ĺĦ ĽņĬ ĽĹĶħŅ ĽņĶĦ
 üĶġŅ оK &Jďĝ ďŅďć HûĿā/ üþĕý ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ńĵ/ 9ŀĞċĵ/ ĽņĬ

9ŀĞċĵûý /ďĿħā ĥįŀŅ I+ ĽņĶĦ ńĦďĹĵ/ ĺĸ ĽņĬ.  
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VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER – Committed 
voluntarily during a heated moment; for example, during a 
sudden quarrel, two persons fight, and one of them kills the 
other. 

 ďĹħĂĸ đņĪĵ+ M7/9к+ ĴĂİĵ+–GûħĭĻ+ ÿĤċĵ ńĬ ûŅ7/9+ üĳāđŅ . 
 &пāûİĂŅK &ĺņěĎė ĺņý øćûĭĸ A/ĒĻ ĴěċŅ ûĸďļĦ &пąĸ

đčи+ ûĹľďĊ+ ĴĂİņĬ.  

VOLUNTARY UNDERTAKINGS – An act 
unconstrained by interference; spontaneous; or of oneself.   

 ńĦŀġĂĵ+ ďĿħĂĵ+- Ĵčďā IKďý Ľā/8 ńĶĦ ęĎė JĐčõŅ ďĿħā  
ĽĕĭĻ )ûİĶā ĺĸK &ÿŅŀĭħý &ďĊ+ ĺĸ.  

WAIVE (RIGHTS) – To give up a legal right voluntarily, 
intentionally, and with full knowledge of the consequences. 

 G:ûļĂŅ)EŀİċĊ ĺĦ( - ĺĦK &Ľā7/9ûý Ľĵ ńĻŀĻûį ĮĊ ĺĦ ńĶĎĂŅ  
üį/ŀħĵûý ĽĂĬđħĸ ĴĸûĲ ńĬK &ďěį.  

WAIVER AND ESTOPPEL – Voluntary surrender of 
some known right, benefit, or advantage.  

 ĽļĦ ĥć/đĂĵ/ ńĬ Įċĵ/ HďĦ ĥĸ G:ûļā– Ĝħý ĺĦ ńĦŀĠ G:ûļā 
/2ûņĊпěĵ+ K+ &ĥĬûļĹĵ+ K+ &Eŀİċĵ.  

WAIVER OF IMMUNITY – A means authorized by 
statute by which a witness, before testifying or producing 
evidence, may relinquish the right to refuse to testify 
against himself or herself, making it possible for his or her 
testimony to be used against him or her in future 
proceedings. 

 ÿĻûěċĵ/ ĮĊ ĺĦ G:ûļā– ńĬ &ďľûĘĵ  Įċĵ/ ńġħŅ ĥŅđĘā 
 ûĹĸ &ĽĕĭĻ ďĝ 17ûĿĘĵ/ ĜĬ9 ńĬ ĽİĊ GûĹħĂĔ/ ĺĦ G:ûļĂĵ/

LŀĦďĵ/ ńĬ Jďĝ Ľā7ûĿė GûĹħĂĔ/ ĺĳĹŅ.   

WARD – A minor who is under the care and control of the 
court instead of the parents. 

ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ/ ĺĸ оďý  ÿĳĹċĹĵ/ D/đė+ ĀċāK ÿŅûĦ9 ńĬ &đĚûį.  

WARD OF THE COURT – A person under the age of 18 
when he/she violates a criminal law or ordinance.  The 
minor is under the care and supervision of the court. 

ĳċĹĵ+ ÿŅûĦ9 ńĬ ÿĹ-īĵûĎŅ ûĸďļĦ    ÿļĸûąĵ+ ĺĔ Āċā ęĎė
Jđĸ/K+K 2ûŅûļĈĵ/ IŀĻûį đĘĦ. đĚûį  ĀċāK ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ÿŅûĦ9 ńĬ

ûĿĬ/đė+.  

WARRANT – A court order telling an officer to do 
something. 

 ńùûĞį ĜŅŀĭā 1đĲĐĸ – ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ĺĦ 97ûĚ 9/đį K+ đĸ+ 
ûĸ ĴĹħý Hûņİĵûý /9ŀĸõĸ >ŀĭŅ.    

WARRANT, ARREST – Commands a peace officer to 
arrest and bring before the court the person accused of an 
offense for purpose of commencing legal action. 

 īņįŀā 1đĲĐĸ- Ĝþİĵ+ )ûİĵõý ĺĸк/ ğýûĝ Łĵ/ đĸ+ 9/ďĚ/  
  .ďý DďĿý ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ Łĵ/ J9ûĞĊ+K &ÿŅûļĈý ķĿĂĸ ęĎė ŁĶĦ

ņĻŀĻûį ÿņĞįJďĝ  ÿ.  

WARRANT, SEARCH – A written order directing a law 
enforcement officer to conduct a search of a specified place 
and to seize any evidence directly related to the criminal 
offense. 

 ĖņĂĭā 1đĲĐĸ– Iûĳĸ ĖņĂĭĂý IŀĻûİĵ/ ğýûĝ ńĵ/ ńġč đĸ+ 
ĒĈċĵ/ )ûİĵ/K &ûĸÿŅûļĈĵûý ÿįпĦ ûĿĵ ÿĵ7+ ÿŅ/ ńĶĦ .  

WEAPON – An instrument used or designed to be used to 
threaten, injure or kill someone. 

 5пĔ– &ďŅďĿā ńĬ GûĹħĂĔлĵ ĀĹĹĚ K+ ĀĶĹħĂĔ/ 1/7+ K+ ÿĵ* 
ďĊ+ ĴĂį K+ )/ĐŅ/.  

WEAPON, CONCEALED – A weapon that is carried by a 
person, but that is not visible by ordinary observation. 

 đĤļĵ/ ĺĦ 0ŀĈċĸ 5пĔ– ĽņĭĎŅ ĽļĳĵK ęĎė ĽĶĹċŅ 5пĔ 
đĤļĵ+ 7đĈĹý ĽĂŅ,9 ĺĳĹŅ о ăņċý ÿİŅđġý.  

WEAPON, DEADLY – A weapon, device, instrument, 
material or substance, whether animate or inanimate, which 
if used as it is used or intended to be used is known to be 
capable of producing death or serious bodily injury. 

 Ĵāûį 5пĔ– H+ FđċĂĸ )/ŀĔ &đěļĦ K+ 17ûĸ &ÿĵ* &1/7+ &5пĔ 
 /97ûį IŀĳŅ &ĥļĚ ûĿĶć+ ĺĸ ńĂĵ/ ÿŅûĪĶĵ ĴĹħĂĔ/ /8/ &ĺĲûĔ

1đņġč ÿýûĚ+ K+ 2ŀĸ 3/ďĊ+ ńĶĦ.  
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WEIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE – The persuasiveness of 
certain evidence when compared with other evidence that is 
presented. 

 ÿļņþĵ+ Iûċć9– Lđč+ ÿĵ7õý ûĿĂĻ9ûİĸ ďļĦ ÿĵ7õý AûļĂįк+ 
ÿĝKđħĸ.  

WHEELER MOTION – A motion to dismiss a jury panel 
due to the prosecution’s exclusion of a particular class of 
people (i.e. black jurors, women, etc.). 

 ĺĸ ŁļąĔ/ ďį )ûĦ7к+ Iк ĺņĭĶċĸ ÿļĈĵ ĜĬ9 K+ 7ûħý/ üĶĠ
;ûļĵ/ ĺĸ 17ďċĸ ÿúĬ ÿļĈĶĵ+ )Čĵ+ &7ŀĕĵ/ K+ &)ûĕļĵ+ ÿúĭĲ(.   

 đĶŅK üĶĠ-  

WILL – A legal paper that says what a person wants to 
happen to his or her personal property after the person dies. 
A will can be changed or cancelled at any time before a 
person dies. (See TESTAMENT.) 

 ÿņĚK– ÿņĭņĲ ńĬ ĽĂþĩ9 ęĎė ĽņĬ đĲĐŅ ÿņĹĔ9 ÿİņĄK 
ĽāûĬK ďħý ĽāûĳĶĂĹĹý DđěĂĵ+. JĐľ )ûĪĵ+ K+ đņņĪā ĺĳĹŅ 
1ûĬK Ĵþį ĀįK M+ ńĬ ÿņĚŀĵ+ęĎĘĵ/ .  

WILLFUL – A “willful” act is one done intentionally, as 
distinguished from an act done carelessly or inadvertently. 

ďěİý/ďĹħý  – ķā ĴĹħĵ /ĒņņĹā &ďěįK ďĹħý ďĊ/ Ľý HŀİŅ ĴĹĦ 
ĖņĠK GûĹľûý.  

WITH PREJUDICE – Applied to orders of judgment 
dismissing a case, meaning that the plaintiff is forever 
barred from bringing a lawsuit on the same claim or cause. 

 LŀĦďĶĵ ĥĻûĸ 79– &LŀĦďĵ+ ûĿņĬ 7đā ńĂĵ+ HûĳĊк+ ńĬ ĮþġŅ 
 2/8 ŁĶĦ Hŀİā Lđč+ LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 ĺĸ ĥļĹŅ ńĦďĹĵ+ I+ ńļħŅ

0ûþĔк+K AŀĝŀĹĵ+.  

WITHOUT PREJUDICE – When rights or privileges are 
not waived or lost. If your case is dismissed without 
prejudice it means that there can be a new case about the 
same thing. 

 LŀĦďĶĵ ĥĻûĸ đņĩ 79– LŀĦ7 279 /8+ ĥĻûĸ đņĪý о+ ?đė &
 Lđč+ LŀĦ7 ĥĬ9 :ŀĈŅ &2/:ûņĂĸ+ K+ EŀİĊ ÿŅ+ ĺĦ G:ûļā ďćŀŅ

 ŁĶĦ0ûþĔк+K AŀĝŀĹĵ/ 2/8.  

WITNESS – 1. A person called testify about what he or she 
saw, heard, or knows. 2.  To sign your name to a document 
for the purpose of authenticity. 

 ďľûė– )1( K+ &ĥĹĔ &L+9 ûĹņĬ Ľā7ûĿė )о7к üĶġŅ ęĎė 
ķĶħŅ ûĹņĬ. )2(İņĄK ŁĶĦ ĥįŀŅ ĺĸ ÿņĶĚ+ ûĿĻ+ ûįďěĸ ÿ.  

WITNESS STAND – The space in the courtroom occupied 
by a witness while testifying. 

 ďľûĘĵ+ ÿěļĸ– ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ ńĬ ďľûĘĵ+ Ľý ĴċŅ MĐĵ+ IûĳĹĵ+ 
17ûĿĘĵ+ ķŅďİā )ûļĄ+.  

WITNESS, DEFENSE – A non-hostile witness that is 
called by the defense counsel to assist in proving the 
defense’s case. 

 AûĬ7 ďľûė– AûĬďĵ+ ńĸûċĸ Ĵþį ĺĸ üĶġŅ ńù/ďĦ đņĩ ďľûė 
AûĬďĵ+ ÿņĞį ĒŅĒħĂĵ.  

WITNESS, EXPERT – Qualified by knowledge, skill, 
experience, training or education to provide a scientific, 
technical or specialized opinion of the subject about which 
he or she is to testify. That knowledge must not be generally 
possessed by the average person. 

 đņþč ďľûė- K+ &ĽāđþĎý K+ &Ľā9ûĿĹý K+ &ĽĹĶħý Ĵľöĸ ďľûė  
 K+ ńļİĂĵ+ K+ ńĹĶħĵ+ ĽŅ+9 )ûġĦк ĽĂĬûİąý K+ &ĽþŅ9ďĂý

ĿĘŅ MĐĵ+ AŀĝŀĹĵ+ ńĬ ńěěĎĂĵ+Ľĵ ď. 2/8 IûĕĻк+ 
ÿĬđħĹĵ/ JĐľ ıĶĹŅ о M7ûħĵ/ LŀĂĕĹĵ+.  

WITNESS, HOSTILE – An uncooperative witness.  ńù/ďĦ ďľûė–IKûħĂĸ đņĩ ďľûė .  

WITNESS, MATERIAL – A witness who can give 
testimony relating to a particular matter that very few 
others, if any, can give. 

ńĔûĔ+ ďľûė– & ÿĹĿĸ ÿņĞİý ĮĶħĂā 17ûĿė )/7/ ĥņġĂĕŅ ďľûė 
ûľ)/7/ IŀħņġĂĕŅ &/KďćK /8+ &Jđņĩ ÿņĶį+.  

WITNESS, PROSECUTION – The person whose 
complaint begins a criminal prosecution and whose 
testimony is mainly relied on to secure a conviction at the 
trial. 

ľûė )ûĦ7к/ ď- )ûĦ7к+ Iŀĳā J/ŀĳė üþĕý MĐĵ/ ęĎĘĵ/
 ÿĻ/7к ńĕņùđĵ/ 7ûĹĂĦо+ ĥİŅ Ľā7ûĿė ŁĶĦ MĐĵ/K &ńùûļĈĵ+

ķĳċĵ/.  
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WOBBLER – A felony which provides either a county jail 
sentence or a state prison commitment and which can be 
held to answer as a felony or a misdemeanor. 

 ÿņĊK/đĂĵ/ - K+ &ÿħĠûİĹĵ+ ĺĈĔ ńĬ ēþċĵ/ ûĸ/ ûĿýûİĦ ÿŅûļć  
ÿċļć K+ ÿĹŅđć ûľ9ûþĂĦ/ ĺĳĹŅ ńĂĵ/K &ÿŅоŀĵ+ ĺĈĔ ńĬ.  

WORK FURLOUGH – A correctional program which 
allows inmates, primarily one’s being readied for discharge, 
to leave the institution for the purpose of continuing regular 
employment during the daytime but reporting back on 
nights and weekends. 

 ĴĹĦ 1:ûć/ K+ ÿņĻK8õĸ– &)оĒļĶĵ ĉĹĕŅ ńĊпĚ+ ĆĸûĻđý 
 9ûĿļĵ/ Gпč ÿĕĔöĹĵ+ Fđā &ķĿĶņþĔ )пč+ 0đį ĺĸ ûĚŀěč
/ ńĬ ÿĕĔöĹĵ/ Łĵ/ 17ŀħĵ/ ķĄ &ÿŅ7ûņĂĦ/ ÿĭņģK ńĬ ĴĪĘĶĵ ĴņĶĵ

AŀþĔк+ ÿĶġĦ ńĬK.  

WORK PROJECT – Program allowing sentenced person 
the option of performing labor instead of jail time. 

 ĴĹĦ AKđĘĸ– Hûņİĵ/ ńĬ 9ûņĎĵ/ ĺņĸŀĳċĹĵ/ ńġħŅ ĆĸûĻđý 
ēþċĵ/ 1ďĸ ÿŅ7õā ĺĸ оďý ĴĹħý.  

WRAP AROUND SERVICES – Specialized and intensive 
social and health services for families with children 
concurrently residing in a group home or at risk of entering 
a group home, designed to reduce the level of foster care or 
facilitate the placement of a child with his/her parent instead 
of foster care. 

 ÿįŀġĹĵ+ 2ûĸďĎĵ+– ÿěěĎĸ &ÿņċĚK ÿņĦûĹĂć+ 2ûĸďč 
 &ńĦûĹć Āņý ńĬ ĖņħāK GûĭĠ+ ûĿŅďĵ 2пùûĦ ÿŅûĦđĵ ÿĭąĳĸK

ĽņĬ Ėņħĵ/ ńĦûĹć Āņý Łĵ/ 0ûľĐĶĵ 17ďĿĸ K+. 2ûĸďĎĵ/ JĐľ 
 ÿĻûĞĊ ńĬ ĺņĦŀĝŀĹĵ/ 7оKк+ 7ďĦ ÿþĕĻ ĜņĭĎĂĵ ÿĹĹěĸ
ĺŅďĵ/ŀĵ/ ÿĻûĞċĵ ķĿā7ûĦ/ ĴņĿĕĂĵK &ķĿŅďĵ/K đņĩ =ûĎė+.  

WRIT – A court order that says certain action must be 
taken. 

 ńùûĞį đĸ+–ĴĹĦ Đņĭļā ŁĶĦ ęļŅ ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ .  

WRIT OF EXECUTION – A court order that tells the 
sheriff to enforce a judgment.  

 ĐņĭļĂĵûý ńùûĞį đĸ+– ďĶþĵ/ 1ďĹĦ Łĵ/ Ľćŀĸ ÿĹĳċĸ đĸ+ 
ķĳĊ ĮņþġĂĵ.  

WRIT OF MANDATE – A petition used to compel the 
court, officer, or agency to perform a duty required by law 
or to compel a court to assume jurisdiction and exercise its 
discretion after its refusal to act. 

 ńùûĞį īņĶĳā đĸ+– K+ &ğýûĞĵ/ &ÿĹĳċĹĵ+ HĒĶā ÿĞŅđĦ 
Ĺĵ/ ÿúņĿĵ/ ĴĹċý ÿĹĳċĹĵ/ HĒĶā K+ &ńĻŀĻûį üć/K ĐņĭļĂý ÿĭĶĳ

 ĀĞĬ9 I+ ďħý &DđěĂĵ/ ńĬ ûĿİĊ ÿĔ9ûĹĸK ÿņùûĞİĵ+ ûĿāûġĶĔ
ıĵ8 ĴĹĦ.  

 



             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
            
   


