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Abstract

Handling the Economic Issues by Saudi Daily Press:

A Content Analysis Study
Prepared by

Mohammed Shehdeh Al Hroub
Supervised by
Prof. Hamida Mahdi Sumisem
Middle East University

The purpose of this study is to identify press coverage for business and
economic issues in Saudi Arabia daily newspapers, and giving a clear description of its
nature and scope as well as the ways by which it deals with the economy. The study
also investigates newspapers ability to perform their key role manifested in providing
information in a way that explains, clarifies and present solutions as well as help readers
to understand developments and new events in all areas of economic activities, in
addition to identifying characteristics of the economic content on business pages.

In its description and explanation of the phenomenon, the study was based on
three theories: Agenda Setting, Mass Media Dependency, and Social Responsibility
theories. The above three theories were used as a scientific framework to explain the
results in their natural context. The descriptive method was followed in the study to
answer to its questions and achieve its goals using quantitative and qualitative content
analysis style.

Results has shown that business pages in Saudi Arabia daily newspapers gave
high importance to the newsworthy aspect of events which has a great importance,

whereas newspapers did not deal with explanation and analysis with the same



importance. Results also showed that newspapers may run stories and articles without
referring to the source of the material. This is considered one of the content crisis
reasons.

Results also revealed that private sector organizations arrange KSA’s business
pages content according to the strength of their influence on the content. The study has
shown that the relation between the economic system and press organizations is
cooperative, though it lacks equilibrium. One of the main conclusions arrived at through
the study is the weakness of the economic press in the daily press which hinders it from

playing its role and responsibilities towards society.
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