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The Media Treatment of the American Occupation of Iraq

Content analysis of Newsweek magazine- Arabic version

Prepared By
Astabraq Fuad Waheeb
Supervised By

Dr. Hameedah Smaisem

The study aimed at identifies the components of the overall picture
provided by the Newsweek magazine on Iraq in the period of American
occupation, and to detect the elements of propaganda made by the magazine
to justify the American occupation in addition to identify the most important
pillars of this propaganda.

The researcher used the descriptive research methodology to obtain a
full and accurate description of the problem and make sure to collect all
necessary data to ensure that the exposure and analysis of the highest
possible degree of accuracy and to avoid any bias in the collection of such
data so as to enhance the degree of adaptation of the results derived from
them and the possibility of application or withdrawal of the of the approved
or situations or similar examples.

The researcher also avoided collecting unnecessary data to shorten the
time, effort and cost, as they tend to quantitative or qualitative description of
phenomena or situations or different groups to identify the composition and

characteristics, this requires the need to focus primarily structural design for



this type of research, also requires attention to the need for a way to express
the data included in the research.

The researcher analyzed the contents of Newsweek magazine (Arabic
version) in all subjects dealt with the issue of research and for a period of 6
months in the period from 24 December 2002 to 30 June 2003. The
objective of choosing this period to represent 3 months before U.S.
occupation of Iraq and 3 months after the occupation period, which gave to
the researcher the ability to know the premises by the American propaganda
before and after the occupation. The content analysis tool has been designed
by the researcher and validated by professors of media.

The researcher conclude that the Newsweek magazine played publicize
role of the American occupation of Iraq, mobilize the world opinion against
Iraq in a role-sided view of America, and used as pretexts to occupy Iraq and
topple the ruling its regime which proved to the world later that is false
untrue.

Also, it has participated in disinformation campaign led by the United
States of America before the war to tarnish the image of Iraq, its leadership
and not to show other views and opposition to U.S. policy towards Iraq, both
for countries that have the weight of a global or international organizations
and regional or even international public opinion which detriment of the
credibility of the magazine and the objectivity of media coverage of the

topics posted in it.
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