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Early Arabic Printed Books
This is a collection of the earliest printed Arabic books in the world including printed

works of the Medici family and from Granada. Some of these works are lessons on
Arabic grammar, for example the one printed at Granada in 1505 and the Mazamir
printed at Genoa in 1516. Thomas Erpenius's works Grammatica Arabica and Amthal
Lugman (1717), the Lexicon Linguae Arabicae of John Wilmet (1774) and a work

by the Portuguese scholar Jao de Sousa printed in 1789 are also preserved.
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The section comprises 2000 rare Arabic manuscripts in various subjects; Arabic science,
medicine, astronomy, geometry, algebra, mathematics, agriculture, engineering and music.
Works of these subjects are extremely rare. In addition to these, there are dozens of ‘Mushafs’,
i.e. manuscript copies of the Holy Quran, single surahs and verses written on vellum (also
known as parchment). These pieces date back to the first, second and third centuries of the
Hijra (A.H.) and represent much more than the history of Islamic civilization. In fact, we feel
such a great responsibility for these sacred pages that we must keep them in a safe and

appropriate place.
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Arabic Periodicals
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This library is proud of its 200 titles of rare newspapers and periodicals which were issued
at the end of 19th century. Some of these papers appeared only in a single issue, some
twice and some stopped completely to be issued after the first issue. In this collection also
are the first newspapers and periodicals to appear in the Arabian Gulf region. Some of
these newspapers are: Al Falah, Umm ul Qura, Nashrat Anba.

And among the magazines are: Saut al Hijaz, Barid al Hijaz, Al Qiblah, Al Bilad Saudi,

Al Madina al Munawarrah, an Nahdhah (Aden), Saut al Bahrein, Lughat al Arab, Fatat as
Sharq, Ar Raid, Al Bu'uthat Al Kuweiytiya, Al Alam al Arab, etc.

Other rare newspapers like Hadiqal Al Akhbar, Al Mugtatif, Al Hilal, Ar Risalah, Al Adab
Ablo, Al Lataif, Al Adib, Ath Thaqafa, Al Arus, Al Kulliyah, Al Funun, An Nahlah and
Nahaj Al Islam are well preserved. There are also other periodicals from research centres

and Arabic academic institutions.
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David Roberts
London

Egypt and Nubia
1846-49
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Picturesque Palestine
Sinai and Egypt
1882
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Prisse D'Avennes
Oriental Album
The Nejdi Horse
1846

A point of interest in this section is the famous work the Description de I'Egypte, a collective work
of scholars, engineers, archeologists and scientists ordered by Napoleon during his expedition in
1798-1801 to record all their researches in Egypt. The resultant work was 26 volumes in folio
size. Only a few copies of the Description de I'Egypte exist. Ours once belonged to the French
Minister of the Interior during the early 19th century. Other important acquisitions are the works
of the French artists Vivant Denon and Etienne Dinet.
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This section presents a clear pictorial history of the cartographical development in the
Arabian region. This collection of about 600 maps shows geo-political transformation of
the Arabian Gulf according to real changes or narratives obtained by the cartographers
from travelers, orientalists and historians. It contains the earliest map to be drawn of the
Arabian Peninsula based on Ptolemy’s description, in 1477. Despite the centuries which
have elapsed, these woodcuts and other engravings appear in very good condition. The
16th-, 17th- and 18th-century works of Coronelli, De la Haye, the Blaeus, Frederick De
Witt, Abraham Ortelius and Mercator (the father of the modern map projection) are well
preserved. In addition, there are manuscript maps and panoramic views of important places
such as Muscat, Hormuz, Tangier, Mecca, Medina, Aden and Mombasa. The Portuguese
attempt at temporary occupation of some areas of the Arabian Peninsula is shown by

P. Teixeira, a Portuguese cartographer and traveller of the time, in his very rare manuscript
chart. The beauty and rarity of this collection are completed by terrestrial and celestial

globes of the past centuries.
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A True and Faithful Account
of the Religion & Manners
of the Mohammetans in
which is a particular relation
of their Pilgrimage to Mecca
the Place of Mohamet's Birth
1704

A True and F;'It’fl‘ﬁif 3

ACCOUNT

OF THE
Religion and Manners
OF THE

Mobammetans

In which is a particular Relation of their
Pilgrimage ro Mecca,

The Place of Mobamintes’s Birth 3

And a Defcription of Afrdina, and of his
Tomb there: Aslikewife of Algier,and
the Country adjacent: Andof Alexar-
dria, Grand-Cairo, &c. 'With an Account
of the Author’s being taken Caprive, the
Turks Cruelty to him, and of his Efcape.
In which arc many things never Publifi'd
by any Hiftorian before. g

By FOSEPH PITTS of Ezon.
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BY
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Bengal by sea to Busserah
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Orientalist Travels, Exhibitions and Adventures

This section contains the works of the celebrated first Italian traveller to the region,
Ludovico Varthema (15th century), those of the French traveller Pierre Belon (1555) and
Gian Batista Ramusio's three-volume Delle Navigatione et Viaggi (1554), a voluminous
edition which collects together all famous travellers’ works. There are also works by
Thevenot (1663), Thomas Shaw (1738), and Guillaume Postel’s Syriae Descriptio (1540).
An envoy of the King of Denmark, Carsten Niebuhr, traveled to Egypt, Yemen, Oman and
India (1772). Niebhur was the only survivor among his team of six people. In addition to
other important and rare books and incunables there is a complete collection of works by
Lawrence of Arabia, St. John Philby, William Palgrave, the first European who came to
Qatar in 1862, John Lewis Burckhardt and Getrude Bell.

Pilgrims

Works of early western pilgrims to Mecca who described the customs and manners of
Arabia and the way these pilgrimages are conducted. Among them are Joseph Pitt, the
first English pilgrim (1704) and Richard Burton, who is said to have converted to Islam
and adopted the Islamic name of Hajji Abdullah (19th century). There are two volumes
of Snouck Hurgronje (1880), known as Abdul Ghaffar, with the Photo Album containing
what are considered to be the earliest published photographs of Mecca.

Reports

British Government secret reports and analyses of Arabia. Engagements, Treaties and
Sanads, Lorimer's The Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf, Oman and Central Arabia, as well
as J. A. Saldanha's The Persian Gulf Precis.
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Islam

These are the books portraying Islam as it was seen in the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries

in Europe. For example, De Religione Mohammedica of Adrian Reland (1705) is one of the
earliest books to shed light on European misconceptions about Muslims and Islam. Works of
the famous scholars of Islam William Muir (1858) and hundreds of other books by renowned

Islamists give an analysis of Islam as perceived by Europeans and Christians of the time.

Translations of the Holy Qur'an

Besides books on Islam there are the earliest copies of translations of the Quran, including
the first French translation by Andre du Ryer (1647), and copies of the translation and the
refutation of the Quran by an Italian, Ludovico Maracci (1691).

Although many bibliographers mention 1698 as the first edition of Maracci, our library is
proud to preserve the less known 1691 edition. The first famous English translation directly
from Arabic, by George Sale (1734), the first English translation to be made by a Muslim
convert, Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall, and a number of translations of the Quran and

specialized glossaries are present in the library.
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David Roberts
Picturesque Sketches in Spain
1837

This collection contains more than one hundred titles in Arabic and foreign languages

These concern different aspects of the history of Andalusia and cover the wonder of

Islamic civilization in Andalusia, its majesty, literature, architecture, medicine, and
politics, which were actually motivating factors in the development of Europe. Some
of the books are eyewitness accounts of the forceful Christianization of the Muslims

by Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain.
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Arabic Science and Medicine

This collection illustrates the subject range of Arabic learning from the late 11th century until
the mid 18th century. The influence of Arabic learning divides into two principal currents. In
the first are a large number of translated Arabic books of major Islamic authors between the
end of the 11th century to the end of the 13th century. These text books were commonly
used in most European universities. Secondly, the period from the late 15th century onwards,
when there was a fresh impulse to go back to the original Arabic sources, providing new
translations and editions. Both currents are amply represented here. The collection consists
of translated works of Arab Scientists on Medicine, Mathematics, Astronomy and Botany.

It includes a treatise of Avicenna (before 1473), Nasir Al Din Al Tusi's Euclid (1594) “the
oldest mathematical text book in the world still in common use today”, the Arab physician
Ibn Masawayh (Mesue)'s Opera Medicinalia (1495) and a Latin manuscript of Al Gazirah
(Abu Ja'afar Ahmad Ibn Al Jazzar) (1350), a famous 11th-century Arab physician from
Qayrawan. It is widely believed that through this tremendous collection of Arab works
Europe came to know the scientific and technological development that they enjoy today.
Western researchers like Richard Pococke's collection of natural botanic specimens (1779),

on the other hand, add richness to the treasure of antique Arab scientific books.
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Romanticism and Poetry: The Arabian Nights

The section includes a Thousand and One Nights collection of 1792, Richard Burton's
19th-century editions, and others in different languages: Arabic, English, French, Russian
Italian and Spanish. There are also original proof copies and drawings of Sir Richard Burton

taken on the spot during his travels



Foreign Languages

Orientalist Collection

The diverse belongings of this library constitute a valuable resource on the history of
Orientalism. It tracks the birth of Orientalism, its development, and its ideological
tendencies. These resources that were written in different languages (Latin, German,
Spanish, Portuguese, English, French, Dutch and others) and that comprise books,
manuscripts, maps, newspapers, and magazines constitute a rich source of information
for researchers and scientists studying the history of the region. They also describe the
cultural interaction between the East and the West specifically between Europe and the
Arab World during five centuries. These were written by travelers and explorers

who established a movement that started in the West, but grew in the East. Its ultimate
objective was to provide the West with information that would enable it to conquer the
East. At the same time it provided us with additional resources that depicted the attitude
of the West towards the East at those times, and which is still governing the relations of
the West with the East to date.

This library comprises the academic studies that were published in the West starting from
the beginning of the 16th century up to the end of World War II. These studies cover the
different fields of knowledge such as history, geography, doctrine, language, Islamic arts
and other scientific fields which became later known as the Orientalist studies. After Arabs
conquered North Africa they went on with their victories and conquered two important
regions in the Mediterranean for a long period. They established in Spain and Cecilia a
prosperous civilization that affected other civilizations. Even after the Christians recovered
their countries, the Arabic impact remained distinct in them for a long period of time some

of which survived to this day.

At the beginning of the Reconnaissance era, the translation works prospered and continued
until the beginning of the 19th century. Europe benefited from the great heritage of the
Greeks in the fields of judgment and science which they originally inherited from the Arabs
Europe also learnt from the Arabs a new way of research, and consequently started giving
the priority to the mind rather than to power and called for independent research and
experimenting. The educational centers established by the Arabs welcomed students from
different European countries who came in scientific expeditions with the purpose of
benefiting from the Arabic sciences and published the new information they learnt in their
countries. They collected Arabic dictionaries, grammar textbooks, and manuscripts and
printed them before they were being printed in the East. This contact was the beginning of

the Orientalism movement which started to materialize later on.

The foreign books section also includes the most prominent works of Orientalism in
different fields of knowledge. For example there are works for Edward Pocock, Pedro de
Alcala, De Sacy, William Bedwell, Charles Wilkins, George Sale, Charles Wilkins, Edward

William Lane, Hurgronje Snouck, Palmer and others. These works comprise the first editions

ever printed and some of which were printed in the age of the invention of printing.
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Foreign Languages

Foreign Languages

This section consists of rare and precious copies of antiquarian books from as early as the
15th century to the beginning of the 19th century. There are about 23,500 titles in different
foreign languages. Most of the books printed before the 18th century are in Latin. This is
due to the dominance of this language among intellectuals and the scholars of the period
The rest are in English, German, French, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Flemish, Dutch, Danish,

Norwegian, Hebrew, Syriac, Greek etc



The Beginning

The Library was established in early 1979 when Sheikh Hassan took an initiative of
collecting rare and famous European books and encyclopedias in different fields. The
acquisition program for books and other publications then took a new direction when the
library launched new efforts to acquire rare historical books and manuscripts in Arabic and
foreign languages. By 1989, ten years later, it reached its maturity and was able to establish

a Centre for Islamic and Arabian Heritage Studies

Today, this library is one of the most important research centres not only in the Gulf region
but also in the Middle East. It contains about 85,000 invaluable books in Arabic and foreign
languages, about 600 antique maps, charts and 2000 manuscripts. The library's collection is

devided into the following sections



Introduction

The dream of establishing a specialized library like this could not be materialized without
the backing of H.H. the Emir, who places special importance on the cultural heritage as
an integral part of the national development.

H.H. Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Misnad, the chairperson of the Qatar Foundation (QF)
has consecrated particular care in a library, considering it a cultural and academic bridge
joining the Past to the Present. Likewise, aspiring brighter future for next generations, the
QF is working earnestly on developing the library's facilities and its capabilites to preserve
this human heritage as well as promoting the knowledge.

Given a peculiar collection it possesses, the library was transferred to the government by
Emiri decree in 2000, and in 2006 it was handed over to the QF management. When its
building construction is complete in the Education City, the library's collection is planned
to be housed in new localities from the present temporary premises.

The founder of the library, H.E. Shaikh Dr. Hasan Bin Mohamed Al-Thani, one among
prominent historians and a cultural personality in the Arabian Peninsula, had intended to
provide a data-base of historical reference on Qatar collected from travelers and explorers
who visited the region. His plan was later expanded to comprise all rare historical materials
related to the Arab and Islamic world. He has been able, in a period of 20 years, to collect
about 85,000 titles in different subjects which some date back 15th century, the discovery
of printing in Europe.

Consisting of books, manuscripts, periodicals, maps, scientific instruments, and earliest
printed materials in Arabic and foreign languages, undoubtedly, the collection represents
treasures in each subject of the library.

Mohammed Hammam Fikri
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Celebrating the human artistic spirit along with Man's ability to stretch its physical
& I g A phy
performance to its ultimate limits is the mantra behind holding a pool of exhibitions

on museum artifacts in parallel with the T5th Asian Games Doha 2006.

Hosted by Doha, the games are designed to rellect the unmistakable dual character of
Qatar, a country driven by a progressive vision that strongly embraces the colors and
patterns of our traditional culture. FLLEL. Sheilkh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Emir
of the State of Qatar, has been and remains the architect of this vision and the initiator
of the various achievements embodyving that vision across all fields of economic, social,

ill'l(l (’Lllllll‘ill L‘H(it‘il\'()l'S in l[]L‘ (‘()llllll“\’,

Showcasing our perennial heritage and human history - ranging from Islamic art, coins,
weaponry, traditional costumes, historical photographs and cameras, modern art, unique
jewelry, to life like dinosaur and exhibits of real fossil discoveries - adds a unique Havor

to one ol the most prestigious sports event in the world.

These exhibitions, organized by Qatar Museums Authority (QMA), almost a vear alter
its establishment, feature a collection of artilacts and pieces, each of which carries an
artistic imprint of specific eras of human history. Over the next few years, QMA will
set up a number of novel and original museums that will function as hubs of knowledge

acquisition and educational entertainment.

No doubt, these exhibitions will contribute as much as the games themselves to boosting
lhc spil'il of’ l()gul]wrnoss, mullml l()]cr;mcc am] cullul‘al| (Ji(\loguc we u” uspiru to l)uilcl aml
enhance for existing and rising generations.

g
Sheikha Al Mayassa Bint Hamad Al Thani

Chairperson Qatar Museums Authority
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His Highncss Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalita Al-Thani

His IIigI]l]cs> Shetkh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Than
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Copyright Notice

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in or introduced to a retrieval system, or transmitted without
prior written permission of the copyright owner.

© Qatar Museums Authority
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