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Introduq;’uon

Media Arabic introduces the language of print and Internet news media
to students of Arabic seeking to reach the advanced level. It makes it pos-
sible for these students to master core vocabulary and structures typical of
front-page news stories, recognize various modes of coverage, distinguish
fact from opinion, detect bias, and critically read news in Arabic.

Media Arabic enables students to read extended texts with greater
accuracy at the advanced level by focusing on meaning, language form,
and markers of cohesive discourse. The activities include pre-reading
discussions as well as extensive practice on vocabulary in context, orga-
nizing information, skimming, critical reading, and analytically evaluat-
ing content.

Media Arabic is organized into six chapters covering six dominant news
themes: meetings and conferences, demonstrations, elections, conflicts
and terrorism, trials, and business and finance. While the units do not have
to be taught in the order they appear in the book, the present arrangement
provides useful and calculated gradation of language features and reading
tasks. Vocabulary, language structures, and the difficulty of reading pas-
sages are graded within each chapter and across the book as a whole.

Media Arabic includes three self-assessment units, where students
review material learned in previous chapters.

Media Arabic has a thematic glossary designed to enable users to

think of words that revolve around the same topic and typically reoccur




whenever a particular issue is discussed. The glossary also encourages
learners to think of words as part of wider semantic groupings.

Media Arabic is a unique and timely tool for students of Arabic who
need to access first-hand news information from the Arab world. The book
is specifically designed to provide users with the necessary language and
information tools to fully comprehend news headlines and current events.

Writing and speaking are activities designed to promote reading skills
in this book. Some of the exercises are to be done by students working
independently, others by students working in pairs or small groups, still
others by the teacher and the whole class. Students discuss the topic in
pre-reading stage, and after reading the text, they compare answers in pairs
or small groups. Working in groups is an important teaching tool of Media
Arabic, and opportunities for student interaction and speaking activities
abound. The textbook can also be used by learners working on their own

without detracting from the benefit of the exercises.

The format
Each unit is organized into sections focusing on the following reading

tasks:

1. Pre-reading

Pre-reading is a crucial step in the reading process. The aim is to have stu-
dents think about the topic, predict the content of the news they will be
reading, and recall prior knowledge about the theme, which will help them

assimilate the new information they encounter in the unit.
2. Readiing for main ideas

Students are directed to focus on the parts of texts containing the main

ideas, and differentiate between main ideas and supporting details. Key

MEDIA ARABIC 2



vocabulary related to the theme is found in bold type and accompanied
by the English translation. Students are asked to demonstrate their under-

standing of the text by answering reading comprehension questions.

3. Understanding text organization

This section contains several tips to help students discover the way infor-
mation is organized in articles typical of each theme. The aim is to raise
awareness of how sentences are joined to make paragraphs, how paragraphs

are organized, and how this organization is indicated in the article.

4- Reading for detail

Exercises in this section are devised to teach learners to read actively,
reflect on the content, discover connections, and compare and contrast
between articles on the same topic. Learners are encouraged to think about
how the information they read relates to their own views and experiences.
Thinking about personal connections to a topic can help them absorb the

new information about the topic and aid in learning new vocabulary.

5. Vocabulary building
This section provides extensive vocabulary practice focusing on strategies

for effectively learning new words.

6. Skimming

The tasks in this section encourage students to read for a general sense
rather than for the meaning of every word in the passage. Skimming in
Arabic is often a challenging activity since there are no capital letters and
often few punctuation marks. For effective skimming learners need to
apply what they learned from the text organization, as well as their knowl-

edge of key vocabulary.

3 INTRODUCTION




7. Critical reading

This section teaches students to read critically and evaluate sources. They
are given two or three articles related to the same topic published in news-
papers or Internet news sites. Students compare the language used, and

reflect on the similarities and differences they find.

Commentary boxes
Commentary boxes explain the aim of exercises and how they can con-
tribute to improved reading skills. They serve as helpful reminders or offer

suggestions on how skills can be practiced.

Order of Units

The units do not have to be taught in the order they appear in the book.
The existing order is based on the relative frequency of chosen topics in
front-page news items. Current developments, preferences, and interests
of each particular group of students will guide the teacher to the order of

topics best suited for each class.

MEDIA ARABIC 4



Activity Instructions
AV

[

First: Pre-reading | 8¢)_all sogeesd) .Y o

533 o5 e caliall Ll o paiae siaiy 5y el pmnian 5 1, S5
il (b SN o a3l 5 puall of oSl

* Think about the content of the picture and guess the theme of the
news itemn published with it. Write your ideas down and then discuss them

with your classmates.

Second: Reading for Main Ideas | dswwd A J&.’;\J\ P.q.aJ Bl Aol
1 I el pllall Slaglall 15y

*  Write down the required information after reading the following news.

Third: Understanding Text Organization | 23} p—:iﬂ-ﬁ o430
Sl N T3l Gadl b oleghaal) pudaidlly o el di b haY
* Notice how the information is presented and organized in the aricle and

read the accompanying tips.

Fourth: Detailed Reading | &ieal 3¢l &l a)

Slrie b e ey o 5,01 il YTl LY LT3
Ul e A u,.{,,n,u ULl g0 o5 s JSd & paias

* Read the following news story for the main ideas and express them in
the title you write for each item. Then write down the information you are

asked to extract in the box below.




Fifth: Vocabulary Building | <ls _,B.U e el
Slsall el Gll aslgdl o L) l_,LST .

» Complete vocabulary building exercises.

Sixth: Skimming | das ) 36) ) Lusls

35l e e L JSU Ulyie o o s el 3 ,L N1 0l 131 o
Kb

« Skim the following news stories then write a title for each one express-

ing the main idea contained in each item.

Seventh: Critical Reading | 88U 3] &)} Al
Dpmads cpidides oo yduae oo oSy Sud ] i oYl QLI 1) e
Sl e e e | o Liga IS8T Ll Ul e
* These two news items from two different sources present the same
event. Give an appropriate title to each one of them, then answer the

questions below.

MEDIA ARABIC 6



Mee’ungs and Conferences




3ol Al o) €

Brainstorming: Discussing ideas related to the topic before you read
about it activates your background knowledge and can make texts easier

to understand.

15595 o8 g bl A1 §paan |giasn sy 6 puall ¢ ponzas RIS

meeting &L..._,.l wlal
summit ‘:-»3 (@) %2
talks | Slislabslon
to participate | £l
leader =L~éj (@) =5
delegation | 533, @ NEP
party | SLbl () Qb
to discuss | =8k

to discuss | Caoew i

»
w
I 4
I
Q
fia
<
%
N
<
2
o

s .
issue | Llas () dias
’

solution J_,ﬁ- (C)':,L;

| Predicting: Predicting the content of a text is a helpful reading habit.

Use the vocabulary in the box above to guess the content of the news

you are going to read in the following sections.

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 8
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| Reading for main ideas: The main information in a news article is usu-

ally presented in the title and opening sentence. They answer the five
| “W’s: where, what, who, when, and why. Ask yourself these questions as
\

you read. Then read the rest of the article focusing on the words in bold.

They are key terms related to the theme.
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to contact
intensive
to discuss
crisis

delegation
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developments
talks

talks

peace process
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to focus on

negotiations
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issue | Llad (z) 2l sl e N o Sl
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to receive

it has been decided
to support

to push, advance

domain

cooperation
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Understanding text organization: If you know how texts are organized,

you will be able to guess the meaning of the words you don’t know more
easily and read more effectively. Pay attention to the key words and expres-
sions related to the theme and linking words that signal the relationship

between different parts of the text. Consider the following examples:

Why? What about? What?

/tr,a..;‘"_g@.@“zs (a1 3 peall i) 2ol

; | kel Zomlll ozl ol 3tas b il
S hlatlly o oleasV Iy il SNl 3 305 Jonr
Sl B psll e Lo pmiad 06l o] §Lin V1 ey 5l 23,
s Lolas ¥ SN dms ey aslidll il e Lo yas Lo,V
Ko Balati¥l SVUdl ol Sl i 55,5 ke i)l o
LT 136 Ll Jlae ]z of 2l on i A lal] sl WS

* The type of the meeting is generally mentioned in the title or the first
sentence. You can start building certain expectations about the text from

the type of the meeting. Examples:

The participants will be presidents, kings, iad
or prime ministers.

Most likely, there will be two parties discussing Sliala
particular issues.

There is a problem to be solved. | <l las

Experts in the field are discussing an issue. (S

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 14




* The purpose of the meeting can be signaled by the preposition J

Comd do e dad ., ... summit to discuss

* Some frequent prepositions and expressions signaling that the following

part of the text will indicate what the meeting was about are:

The two parties discussed | e bl oy
The two parties went into | PATR N PN
The two delegations examined oo olaigll o el
The talks dealt with ool U edyls
The talks focused on s oo s,
The talks were about ceedem Sloldl ol
The meeting was held regarding ol plaa Yl il
| To hold talks about v dae sl g o

* Some frequent expressions describing the content of talks:

Strengthening bilateral relations Ll SEYaL 5 e
Enhancing bilateral cooperation cr Ml o gpladdl S ohas
Moving the peace process forward (-')L..Jl idas CJ':
Latest developments of the sl ks
situation

*» Transition from one topic to another can be signaled by the expression
ROTI UJ.:. » ‘and in the domain of :
LWL S dae Jey. .. in the domain of bilateral relations

* Expressions like ol Sl el ol CA;—-“ ¢ (it is expected/decided
to . ..) signal talk about the events that are expected to happen.

15 ol gl okl sl
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Reading for detail: To understand a text well, you need to try answering
these questions as you read: How does this relate to what I know? How
does it relate to other articles that I have read? What are the implica-

tions in what I am reading?
[

olsie b i ey dus I 5 S0l cgad VT AJWH LN 1,150 -
) W Al 3 Dl SUL s 05 e JSU 45 paias

e S omiadl e dnlodl gzad ol ol elee M Gish
Al g 3l il Ol 8 polen i Tl 1 s gl dalel iid )8
plal a1 o3 (el ool Ll ol el 28T 0y o 3 ALl 2l
U_Ll,awlcmleulwL,.Jl:mumg.\;s)}ﬂg;s;uﬁjuﬁ.l.@bu
o ol b el Al (LY par in Ol VU o] By
2Ty il o] o gl peall g 3 osall ol 2N LA 6 DI
Jos 3 s el e S oMl ade glbT (sl ¢&| ol
Olebita 550 ol ¥l Goamy dbl il dll 5 50 J' ol y ALY
Sheall 1da 2 sodsu ey | gy (‘J ol Bl ol e o gadl C.c.;q-.ll

e 58 s sy A, bors haiy (i 5 Aaslall gl edl) M
Al LAl a ety Ml by Ld 0L e Ty sl
Wl Loy VT o T Gloally ool (3 8 Lo, Y1 s ol LA
Lill ey oo g gl Jby Aonlendl LA SN n 5L LIl
ol 5al] lslows (g 4 st doadly &y gove LL2S AW Hla oS
b Il L) 2 AT O3l v pall Taald | o] 3 500n Lgan]
g SUN Ao dill deadll o (3ol (3 gl Oy shaiy vl ]
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Taking it personally: Thinking about your personal connection to the

topic will help you absorb what you read and internalize new concepts. ~

15U 5 SpSalaza 5,0 wadl od 28Tl v
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Word choices: Pay attention not only to what is said, but also how
it is said. In news articles, the choice of words can reveal what the | .
writer thinks about the reported event. For example, = 5% » I3 and
Jssia ,a& 1dm are not just two ways of saying the same thing; each choice

reflects an attitude.

olaie B e ey L I 5, Sa1 pgad YT W LN LS50 &
:Lﬁgw‘eAl@&,Mlbb_,hll |_,JJ>1,.;‘J..;.‘_)SJ4_;M

Sa g o sb ol o il e S I sl e ol oY1 & g e
Jol o ol o JalSl bl U, g Leny WS V0081l s )
S WL Y JE Y syadt iz o Jete oo lldl o s5ad] o5
TS bty Byl oulpdll ol 555, Sopaddl S35 oy sy ekes
Spndl oy iy O3 g oells a0l el e a8 5e spudl was
S ol Jodl & gkl JU 3, i g QUM o b ey U e
wim g o M s ) ] Sty e il oy S5l
ida¥l oL gl dm Oleatdlll il ae (5, LS Ll ad

AERTEARR A

o ol o prid) e S W Sasall oW Pl oY) &y A
om0l e JalsUl 0l Ly g I LS Vo081 At O
S Y] 2 Y oyadl L of (e 10550 ol on syad ! o ol
iyl eplpill il 35500 (N Ssndl STy oy Gets 0n S
lids by oy 158 alls o o wl (ke It s pud | s i ol
o IS Syl & st alily w5, i g SN aelias oo
& S S UJL*-U' hdl Al G M s I ST sl

A4V o Al ot el dw ol L

19 ol gty otlall L




....................................................................................................................... (C
Ges haall sl (V1 Spnne Sl pead By Al i ey i

ol s A e s ST, Gl Gkl B Raglall e ol
1o ol 3 Wi Sz Byl & padl Sl et o (| eten o b 1

e Gheall sl Y1 & pare Slomy i sy Ul G ey Sl
Ao s Al G ey sty Ul G il e
Sl Bl e my hae Dyl PN g a0 o (Ao ol cpuinnal] 4y
S s oL 3 Nes s Syl &gl ;,L,:i,@ju,-..;.&,d,,n
LG o el la o,

Il o NS s 3 S

......................................................... l

A Bl e Bl (305 LY Y, %

ikl Ol Ci yo J ptedl S s ) S Sy S

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 20



S Y ade e o Sl A Spae JU BBl (S5 Y

21 o Elly ol s




oy il des O

1

Vocabulary building: Among the strategies we use to memorize vocab- |
|

ulary, association is more effective then repetition. Create networks of

association and mental linkages placing new words into context.

o 50 o LIV Uy 1 ST

/
- — \\\\u/

Visuals: Use visuals to help you memorize new vocabulary. Cut out pic-
tures from newspapers and label everything on them. Compile your own

picture file.

S s Ay SUsbally Sl UG Likest) SIS |81 Y
:BJJ—-G-” b.:\.ﬁ BML&.» pe e
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tions or combination of words that often occur together.

i Collocations: When learning vocabulary, it is useful to learn colloca-

shaST 03 ann iy Gl YN TG 3 a3 Jad JS I pas v

23 ol #lly cllalll s
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ol slas Jly 55l e uS s a3kl (¢
.EMJ'Y|QI_J|L’J‘:)LJ|WCJJJ«.~;)UJ\:J| .............. (o
cn bl on o) S5m0 Jee e Sl o
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L—JJLJ — Oyl - caypal -
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Skimming: Skimming involves reading passages quickly to have an idea of
what the text is about. Since there are no capital letters in Arabic, begin-
nings of sentences as well as names of people and places do not stand out.
‘When skimming, you have to rely on your knowledge of the text organiza-
tion and key vocabulary. Knowledge of prepositions that go with a main

verb in a sentence can be particularly useful, as you can skip most of the

l text between the verb and the preposition. See the example in the box.
L
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Talking about it: Telling someone about what you have read in your

own words is a useful strategy that helps you remember new concepts

and absorb new vocabulary more quickly. 1
|
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Reading critically: When you read, you need to evaluate the texts as
well as their sources. What are facts and what are opinions in the news
you are reading? What is objective reporting? How do you detect bias?
One of the activities that can help you develop critical reading is com-

paring one Story in two Or more News sources.

bl Wl e Dyl 3 L U0 Ll Ul

cam xS Yl il e sae a2
Odimsl W ol 2l ) olslazy]
dsa J s el |)Jui} A4 o“
el Skl S5, el o Aol
U ol o] £ a1 2 )WL)
Sl sl IS Gimy o dail e joliall

Al Lk plas et

il sl SV cunle
Sl seia ST S Ciail A Ll
i by o Al ] ol g
Gihia b Bl sedll Jmall o sl
5155 ey Sl Jsy ann ) Y1 5 il
JG, il Lol o 1S5 N1 2 U
Ol s i Al o 5 dlie <8 L)
q,w;,gqn&imus.m?;g%
ade Gdadll ot ¢ b ol pan
J s sl il l LY I s J el

Al B3 Lal) S

Sooiall 3 &S mil) cle all 2L

33 ol by oblall s




Sel )y camed) 5580 o 0S8 ey () S NSNS p Ly

c;h,é.UJL;.'»l‘_,.Lc;L:.gc;g.\ﬂﬁ\-\o»yo.;&mgi@.b;@ﬁb ¥

ol ol el

ALY Je Fpan T o gt 15,6, ©O1 ,La Y oa 1,151 &

el s 4
Loobedl imiall
Ll b e L) 2l
WK
b S A L
NN [ Sty
A (b Ml i 55
babeslos o] el 8515501
Wl n tad W1 ]
U L PR WA
B mlodhs Ol
o2sly M) s
bkl ol sl
039 o gl b el
R PP I I 'Y
o skl SN - pes

R |

bl 4l

a3 imiall

bo s 5,0
Wl ga (el el
3 mad plias S
g-“L‘Jli-’ b e
3Ll b e AT
ol 1Syl
el AN 1L
oo osdsied] b,
el
s b Lo |5
el Az i L
Aabdl e e sl

ysie cpdl

P {Eegey
Ll ) dmiiall
b sk Jo 5 U1 2
st ol
P JER ICRTA R [JORTPY
e s i S
R P EN Y
slashs b 0 ol
W‘)T o g,cl“‘f""
ST p—'A‘:JL.“‘\J

Lee aasdl Gl i

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 34



A paleall o S 6 0 S5 Al olelall (a0

cmadl 0550 ol oS BBlay DY LY oy oMY 2 Ly
Sl

Al e sy O WA e IS e pined of podined BBl Y
S,}I@abwuab‘.&l\

35 <l Ely ekl [Lsd




Sl AN e il g pan B 50 T Ol 6 s o il
r‘ﬁ‘\” Mia) ik i > ‘_,J 5 (cnn/arabic.net 5 aljazeera.net M)
Lagio 15,0, (43,01,

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 36




Demonstrations )
u\g\ﬁby\j Q\JAU'A\ JL?'-\




3ol Al Aot €D

Thinking about the topic: Reflect on what you know about the topic
and activate your background knowledge. New information is absorbed

more easily when it is linked to what you already know. !

,hUé-? to demonstrate
a5 () 2l | demonstrator
< (7)o reees | rally

-ob | todemand
o ! | toprotest
C'; , ‘Cé , | torise

&l (G) asy banner

s

w

I - .

9 ol @ <bs | chants

] :

‘é «<! | tosupport
;

o2l | to oppose

Previewing vocabulary: The more vocabulary related to the topic you

know, the easier it is to understand what you read. Learn the words in \

\fhe list above and consult the glossary before you start reading.
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Reading for main ideas: The main information in a news article is usu-
ally presented in the title and opening sentence. They answer the five
‘W’s: where, what, who, when, why. Ask yourself these questions as you

read. Then read the rest of the article while focusing on the words in

bold. They are key terms related to the theme.
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to oppose

to support
rally |

to support

to organize

reform

protest
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toburn | 320 G~
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Understanding text organization: Your knowledge of the organization ‘

of the text will help you guess the meaning of words you do not know

and to read more effectively. Pay attention to the words and expressions

that signal this organization. Consider the following examples:

L

Where
v Why v

S AT Sl (e Lol sl o ol s
Gb.ﬁaubub@&bb'b.mb- Lale Luacgdl ol e sie ag
BRIt Ay 1 el 5 AT e s iy 1
anJ\_u (u_,i_il Lol oMby daslod | LMYl Slelad | r@.ﬁl:.u

gﬂomjbjbuj&u‘rcrmawéfﬁﬂwjﬂa)

4 What . However

* The verb 4 signals that the question ‘where?” is going to be answered.

*+ To find the answer to the question ‘why?’, first look for a masdar in mansub

case: ..._3|-L5J~;J/...‘_,J&L?La;;.-|«;')|ﬁth.n

demonstrations to protest / to condemn.. . .

* To locate demonstrators’ demands look for the preposition — after the

verb <J U,

+ Note that the connector (_ai £ (however) indicates that the coming
talk denies expectations raised in the first part of the sentence:

S ol e 5, L o el LI

The demonstrators demanded that the visit be cancelled,

however the government . . . .

If you understand the first part of the sentence containing ol & you can

guess the meaning of the second part without reading it, or knowing the

meaning of each word.
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Reading for detail: To understand the text well, you need to read
actively. Ask yourself questions as you read: How does this relate to what
I know? How does it relate to other articles that I have read? What are

the implications of what I am reading?

il ol b 1 ey T G Sl (i) I BESNERRE
L U1 k] 5 ptlall Slalall s i i IS0

o (e Lol JWl bl lise 3 oicYl e GYYI O e plis
o ot Gl i £ e Al s 3 GV el LS 5 i
Ay Aobey Olaar 5ol i Jpthea) Ty 50 (65550 o
Ol gy Al &8, GLall e A8 Ol Jos oedlas
LS eV Al (W2 5ae By (ublsl 48) Jizee 3L L s OA3Y
Sl e Bt Gl s alls Jsaidad oa g Al el 3y LS5
e Y] i 15 ol ndlan 5 el b ASG Y1 Sl Ll o

ALl

r;—uﬂlﬁbﬁid—’w’“‘ﬂﬁ-ﬂ%ﬁatﬁ«s‘egﬁu@hﬁi T g ST s
3Gl oM o 55| gangdl s (A y ke alll o) o J g Aiain iy 1SS
4 el el oy alazt) 5ol s Al sl oLz ol ol ol o i e
el LY U Astae Ol e 933 5 5 (S oY1 et U1 gy S\

He ha Sl Jumd Ol AL e e gl ) ol Les 3,
Bl p g Il i &t ) e il ol UM s
RSP

43 SUhoNy ol athll L




....................................................................................................................... (C
o Al 5,05 ‘_,LC« s lowsl tail> O‘J.Guu LSU oadl 6,8 ag

b S Y Al sas bl o, sl LI s, O SN
el i o MG ] o o ol 5l 2 Tl o il
st 1S Gy ikl sda e balouisd ST el o ol el
ae” o235 o doncidl “Hal)” e e I Ve e el St
gmbeshs J8 Com i«fi.ﬂ' ol o u.ﬂ‘,—ﬂ‘ ol Flia oo e

Sl pyma b 3T ool (SG]

u.....,,llc.‘.al..abu IJ;.YUA.“JJI:,..JAGL..I el 50l e 8,05
W U»g‘,.ﬂ Y LS Al Wt o allad] G & pall
bl e sus af&lldlralu?mglrblawla dalyny ol

5 Ol Sl s o Walit | lam ASGY el S s
oM Loy o Al e Jleel g Qlicl 3 Ll 15 by 5!
oy i) Sl el Jlgiad! e Ll 0TV NSy 85 5,
o oAl sl (8 o pald] S e e aae g ey oLyl |48 21 3]

" o) S ol

ozl olu ol o\

DEMONSTRATIONS 44



Al O RS LQJ-;'T s )L:-'"S” |JiJ3| Ny 9

13U 5 2,1 poe i JS Juslay S

soUNaYl

Taking it personally: Personalize the topic. Think about what it means
to you. This will help you memorize new vocabulary and internalize new

concepts.
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General versus Specific: Multiple news reports of the same event
will often differ in their presentation of information and the details in |
which they describe events. For example, in one report you may read
that ciall Jles| happened during anti-government demonstrations. In

another report of the same event you may find that what happened was

referred to as:
.;)L’.J-l g_.n)) L_))L’LU ):A-f\;) U|JL:..~J| O‘J""!

Remember that most language choices reflect something about the

writers’ attitudes.
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Word maps: To remember new words more easily, make word maps.
Instead of writing words in a list, organize them in meaningful clusters

by topics and subtopics related to one another.
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| Visuals: Pictures are good memory aids. Cut out pictures from newspapers

and label everything you know on them. Compile your own picture file.
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Collocations: When learning new vocabulary, it is useful to understand

collocations and learn them together.
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Skimming: Remember that skimming involves reading only parts of a text

to get an idea of what it is about. Rely on your knowledge of text organiza-
tion, key vocabulary; verbs, and prepositions to locate the main points. \
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Talking about it: Telling someone about what you have read in your

own words is a useful strategy that helps you remember new concepts

and absorb new words more quickly.
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Reading critically: How do you decide whether your news source is
biased or not? One of the activities that can help you develop critical
reading skills is comparing how a story is presented in different news

sources.
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Thinking about the topic: Thinking about the topic before you read

activates your background knowledge and can make the text easier to

understand.
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elections
candidate
voter
campaign
voting box
participation
to vote

result

to win

to lose
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Key terms: Your understanding of the news you read depends largely

on your understanding of key words. Some are listed above. Memorize

them before you start reading
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Reading for main ideas: Reading titles and first sentences in news arti-
cles is a good way of getting an overview of what the news item is about.
The first sentence often summarizes the main information in the article.
Read it carefully, then read the rest of the article, focusing on the words

in bold. They are key terms related to the theme.
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voting centers
participation
counting votes
statistics

to show

absolute majority
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Understanding text organization: Understanding how sentences are

linked in a paragraph will help you to follow the meaning of the text

even if you do not know all the words. Pay attention to the linking words

(connectors) and what they signal. ‘
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reason since, because s — 3]
evidence or elaboration because s
purpose or reason to, for J
consequence therefore S
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example like, as S
contrasting information, but o
denying expectations however ol o
even though ceom o AL
31y
conclusion or solution therefore JPREPHEROIRY
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Highlighting connectors: Highlighting connectors is a strategy that
may help you to quickly assess the relationships between the sentences

in the text.
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Personalizing the topic: Thinking about your personal connection to
the topic will help you absorb what you learned and internalize new

COHCCP(S.
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Vocabulary building: Grouping words together in clusters that are mean-

ingful to you can help you remember and later retrieve new vocabulary.
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Picture flashcards: Cut out pictures from newspapers and glue them
on flashcards. On the back of the card, write the names of the things you

see and words you associate with the picture.

alis aie (SSW 3 hsg Al GG Lkl OIS 81 Y
:3_)_,—4.” RV

Collocations: When learning vocabulary, it is useful to learn colloca-

tions or combinations of words that often occur together.
L
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Skimming: Use your knowledge of the text organization, key vocabu-
lary, and prepositions that go with the main verbs to locate the main
ideas quickly. Time yourself. About one minute for each one of the fol-

lowing news items should be enough.
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Talking about it: Telling someone about what you read in your own

words is a useful strategy that helps you remember new concepts and

absorb new vocabulary.
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Reading critically: When you read, you should be able to evaluate the
texts as well as their sources. What are facts and what are opinions in the
news you are reading? What is objective reporting? How do you detect
bias? One of the activities that can help you develop critical reading is to

compare a news event in two or more media sources.
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| Using visuals: Before reading a news page, it is helpful to look at any
| accompanying pictures or graphs. This will give you an idea of the con-

tent of the text and prepare you for reading more easily.
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incident
to explode
to go off
car bomb
bomb
victim
killing
wounding
killed
wounded

to destroy

dictions about the texts you are going to read.

Previewing vocabulary: Previewing vocabulary can help you build pre-
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Reading for main ideas: The main facts and figures are usually pre-
sented in the title and the first sentence of the article. Read them care-
fully, then read the rest of the article, focusing on words in bold. They

are key terms related to the theme.
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suicide
operation
attack

to target
identity

serious
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terrifying
civil war

to die

to be affected
by

incident

assault
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to get killed
battle
insurgent
random
shelling
cease-fire
peacekeeping

force
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security
followers

to exchange
to fire

clash

militant
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militants
fierce clashes
activist

to become
tense

to fight

to escalate
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bloodshed
stronghold
resistance
massacre
air raid
terrorist

organization
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Understanding text organization: Your knowledge of the text orga-

nization will help you guess the meaning of the words you do not know:

Pay attention to the words and expressions that signal this organization.

Consider the following examples:

cause
effect
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victims

cause
A
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sour
urces effect

* News articles talking about incidents, conflicts, or terrorist acts focus
on cause and effect. Pay attention to the words and expressions signal-

ing whether what follows is a cause or an effect. Examples:
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Signaling effect Signaling cause
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* Sentences talking about victims are often in the passive voice. The choice
of the passive voice indicates that the focus is on the victims and the action

of killing and wounding and not on the person doing the action. Example:

i Five people were killed and three s CJ'; | sl ua\;u.ﬂ 0 J...;
1 others wounded ’ Yy

* Notice the expression used to cite the sources. Sometimes they will
give you an indication whether or not the reporter thinks the source is

reliable and information credible:

the sources report 7 Solaall o, sl o S5 1 wslil
accordi;;g to what is announced UJ.;| [PREES
sources believe it more likely that I elall Sy
witncsse; éonﬁrm ol 2 4gd JSL
occupation forces clajimcd WY Dl g8 Cans
a military source alléged S S jhaaa ool

» Ifthe report mentions different sources, and the sentences citing them
are linked by the connector in> UB, or Lelu (while, whereas) you can
predict that the information that follows will be different from the
preceding information. Example:
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Reading for detail: Reading for detail is not just about taking in every
word on the page. To understand a text well, you need to read actively.
Think about how the news story you are reading relates to what you

know about the topic and to your opinions about it.
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| Taking it personally: What are your thoughts about what you have
read? Talk about it. It will help you memorize new vocabulary and inter-

nalize new concepts.
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Headlines: News headlines can give us some indication about the
writer’s attitudes to an event—for example, the choice of words used in
describing an event & il ddue or & slgeize! idas, Are there loaded
terms in the headlines? Does stir up your emotions or just offer facts?

Think about these issues when reading the headlines.
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General vs. Specific: Different news sources may report the same
event in different ways. Pay attention to the word choices, and the way
information is presented. Are there details, or are the events described

in vague and general terms? Remember that each language choice

reflects an attitude.
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Word Maps: To remember new words more easily, make word maps.

Instead of writing words in a list, organize them in clusters of related
topics and subtopics.
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Visuals: Use pictures to help you remember new vocabulary. Cut out

pictures from the newspaper and label everything on them. Organize

your picture file according to themes.
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Collocations: When learning vocabulary, it is useful to learn words that

typically occur together (collocations).
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Skimming: Remember that skimming involves reading only parts of a text
to get an idea of what it is about. Rely on your knowledge of text organiza-

tion, key vocabulary; and verbs and prepositions to locate main information.
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Talking about it: Telling someone about what you read in your ow:\
words is a useful strategy that helps you remember new concepts and |

absorb new vocabulary more quickly.
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Reading critically: How do you decide whether your news source is
biased or not? One of the activities that can help you develop critical

reading skills is comparing one story in two or more different sources.
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Thinking about the topic: Thinking about the topic before you read

and talking about what you know about it activates your background

knowledge and can make the text easier to understand.
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court

judge
attorney
prosecutor
defendant
crime
punishment
to accuse

to investigate

to imprison

[in
]
3
2
7]
<
)
I
4]
o]
9

to set free

Previewing vocabulary: Learn some of the vocabulary related to the theme “
before you start reading the texts. Start with the words in the box above and

think about what you expect to find in the text containing these words. 1
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attorney
prosecution
illegal

arrest

legal
accusation
investigation
to testify

to deny

to investigate

arrested
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detainee

involved, implicated
to carry out
prosecution

to accuse, file charges
detained

to pronounce guilty
punishment, sentence
imprisonment

residence
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harassment
jury

trial

to prove

supreme court
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to postpone
to put on trial
intentionally
the defense
to release

bail

criminal court
innocence
death penalcy
firing squad
to appeal
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corruption

to issue the sentence

evading taxes

embezzlement

money laundering

to perpetrate
lack of evidence

to be implicated in

Sy i Sy Mol )
podl Yol oM b RaSoe Sl
ol 13 L Ly 13 ool gt daad
gy U Vel 5l s daS o iy
LSodl s ol el ey Sl
Yoo V¥ iaSloa sl LT 1,13
RS- RWIVE [ SVLIR ST
RUTTEOIN Jos ) WOEPH 4
DL TR E IURPSCEREURAY
Qaror (i a5 Al 1 e )SL 335055
s e g8 b Sl ST gl
poedl eV s 1) pamy o e Al
oo uJLL"\“ 58l ety a3
WDl pis Sin 5 e (Slona 3 8506 5 lm
3V e Ol e S owel) a5,
Vol Yl ae il das o sl oy
s NG (S o dims s o &
sty A aadsd o5l e 1 g A8
S o oy el 5ll e, 0] 0 sl
LNV G0 (B o] ol

EWH IS WIS yer

TRIALS 146



oA s ot O

Understanding text organization: Understanding how news articles

are organized can help you read more effectively. Pay attention to the
way the events are sequenced in news reports of arrests and trials, and

the writer’s choice in using passive and active verbs.

the most recent event

S5t i Sl sl LSt e \

Liks o Sl RSl Gids Gl se 55 JlasT o, 3
L«J&}Lujmjn,;umvul,,w\ £ ity 6 S Ao i

Y'rLo“uJ.,uL.»”)L@.I._,'mngl}lcwdlwlo.uu,mu,
('5\-’%) el ISUUE IS el Sl g S¥5s Sl £0 o ST s
wuuduigtpdiﬁm,)u;m,uuuujgrﬂ|m
WSS YT R JIpa ] Gy RV gl B ks 0S5 0l
i a5 e of Jud |,L|m,)>;/.s, AN aid) e gl
Laia) dads o oan U3 asly| J\.s-blj J‘,a_,u)U skbs NI A, ey
// Sl g o

‘,/
what happened before

* Notice how the events are sequenced in the reports on arrests and tri-
als. They usually start with the most recent development and then talk
about the previous events. The events that happened first are often
mentioned at the very end and are expressed in past perfect (the verb

oY in the past, combined with another past verb):
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PThe court had pronounced PSS O pbas) 03 LaSmd] CSLS

the sentence

Pay attention to the connectors and expressions that indicate how the

events in the story are sequenced.

‘ before ;_,i ey o
after i oo s
previously x subsequently Gl x =Y

* Notice that the meaning of the particle 43 depends on the verbs it is

used with:

1) With the present verb it means ‘maybe’ or ‘perhaps’
p y p p

He may be imprisoned. ) (o a2, A3

2) With the past verb, the particle emphasizes the fact that the action

was competed:

The process of selecting jury ool da List ddae eyl 05,
ended.

3) In compound tenses with the verb 68, the particle 43 has no special

meaning, but is stylistically expected:

The prosecution had started Gl Sl 43 Ll 2als

investigating.

The hypothetical events are signaled either by 13/ Lasd or Ul /J > @
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if the accusations are proved to be e o bl e
true

The common expressions introducing the sentences talking about

expected events are:

oA e = pa Al e = il e - Bl

News on arrests and trials often contain the passive voice. The choice
of the passive voice indicates that the focus is not the person doing the

action, but rather on the one that is acted upon.

He was arrested at Moscow airport. S ge e 5 izl

Another commonly used structure is ¢ + sheall

The jury was selected. Y B0

Notice that the preposition J can be used to indicate cither purpose or

reason. You have to figure it out from the context.

He was arrested for the purpose ot i3]
of investigation.

He was freed because of the lack ALY oand 4l Q.LH
of evidence.
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Highlighting the passives: Choice between the passive and active
voice often reflects the writer’s attitude. Highlighting the passive verbs
can help you find out whether the focus is on the action and the person

acted upon, or whether it is on the doer.
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Personalizing the topic: Thinking about your personal connection to the

topic will help you absorb what you learned and internalize new concepts.

S5 SeSaleza® 5,01 Lzl sin ST by
! o
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Vocabulary building: Grouping words that are related to each other

helps you remember and later retrieve new vocabulary. Group words
related by topic, words belonging to the same root, verbs that go with

the same preposition, and so on. Develop your own ways for grouping

Lwords. /}

sladl) e LIW AV a2 10T

ST
( .
/’\\ - \\\L
,/'(‘\{/ e
d
E/\\_, o (/—ﬁ{\{ A

Picture flashcards: Cut out pictures from newspapers and glue them !
on flashcards. Write the names of everything you see in the picture or

words you associate with the picture on the back of the card.

Sl 3 s 2y Sl Alaill Lakadd] LS oS8Ty
:;J_,.-d.” 6.3-5 ;M\-:M Sl
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‘ Collocations: When learning vocabulary; it is useful to learn colloca-

tions or combination of words that often occur together

PWrMéM‘r&Y'L&&@JL‘&;JL’.GJJLE‘JS‘P ¥
e et | ST
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Skimming: Skimming helps you to preview the content, build expecta-
tions about the text, locate the information you are interested in, and read
the text more effectively. Use your knowledge of prepositions related to
main verbs when skimming,. After having read the main verb, look quickly

for the preposition that goes with it and focus on what comes after it.
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Talking about it: Telling someone about what you read in your own |
words is a useful strategy that helps you remember the new concepts

and absorb new vocabulary.
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Reading critically: Different news sources may report the same event
in different ways. How do you decide which one is more objective?
Comparing between two sources reporting the same event can help you

build up the skills you need to read critically.
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Brainstorming: Think of as many ideas related to the picture as yoﬂ

can. You do not have to evaluate or organize them, just jot them on paper.

Brainstorming activates your background knowledge and prepares you |

to read more effectively.
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investment Sleizd!

Key terms: Your understanding of the news you read depends largely
on your knowledge of key words. Memorizing some of them before you

start reading can make texts easier to understand.
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Reading for main ideas: Reading titles and first sentences in news arti-
cles is a good way of getting an overview of what they are about. The first
. sentence often summarizes the main information in the article. Read it
carefully, then read the rest of the article, focusing on the words in bold.

They are key terms related to the theme.
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Understanding text organization: Paying attention to linking words

(connectors) and what they signal can help you recognize what function

each sentence has in the text. ‘

elaboration

addition

't O Ll 5301 it Jshas o s s i 5 ol el
,z.m_il ALL.«,JI &SJM Sl 4oLy C.L.J\, U QIJJ\JI i O,
u-ga)u oeladl LAJ.L f.J‘_;a.S,...Jl o aJud uw|w| 1) J_,.I
&ﬁﬂ'u%@@‘r&—'df'&ﬁbﬂ&w u‘)‘.b!t.:.e_”
Lgelnsl Joawid Sl 56l oo ool J1 i g L

/ -\\
o ~# reason

-
purpose 4

Y ks GYT LN (52 plnte Gely Lelis )} 03 oy pr e Joremssy
H G W] ,l|.L..ALu~J,JIF4..~I ‘.p.bw,.ulﬂ,v

contrasting information

* Here are some main connectors:

What it signals English Connector
reason, evidence | since ol 31731
evidence, consequence SO -
contrast | whereas Ot ‘:,3
similarity as Lalie / LS
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addition

in additicn to

also, likewise

explanation, restatement

that is

contrasting information,

denying expectations

however

even though

change of focus

as for

177
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Highlighting connectors: Highlighting connectors is a useful strategy
to quickly assess the relationship between the sentences in the text.
Recognizing the functions of different parts of a text can help you fol-
low the meaning of the text you are reading, even though you may not

know all the words.
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Taking it personally: Thinking about your personal connection to the

topic will help you absorb what you learned and internalize new concepts.
—_ 1
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‘What do you think? When you read actively, you think about how the

news item is related to your thoughts on the subject.
L
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Vocabulary building: Grouping words together in clusters that are mean-

ingful to you can help you remember and later retrieve new vocabulary:

SNy JULLSY LIV by 211 ST

Using visuals: Cut out pictures from newspapers and label everything

on them. Compile your picture file for media Arabic.
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Collocations: When learning vocabulary, it is useful to learn colloca-

tions or combination of words that often occur together.
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Skimming: Skimming is a skill we use to find the main idea in the text |
and preview the way it is organized without reading every word. Practice

skimming news articles. Time yourself. About one minute for each one of

the following news stories should be enough for you to get the main idea.
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Talking about it: Telling someone about what you read in your own

words is a useful strategy that helps you remember new concepts and

absorb new vocabulary.
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’ Reading critically: When you read, you should be able to evaluate the
texts as well as their sources. What are facts and what are opinions in the
news you are reading? What is objective reporting? How do you detect

I bias? One of the activities that can help you develop critical reading is to

compare one StOI'y in two Or more news sources.
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Meetings

session
meeting
meeting
conference
summit

regular meeting

emergency meeting

Participants

president
leader
leader
party, side
party, side
negotiator
delegation

member

Verbs related to meetings

to call for

to invite

to hold
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to be held

to be held

to host

to inaugurate
to close, end
to participate

to attend

Documents

agenda
agreement
charter
statement

final statement

declaration

Talks

talks
talks

negotiations

to hold talks (negotiations)

to take place

the talks (negotiations) took place

the talks (negotiations) were held

What the talks are about

to take place

GLOSSARY
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the talks were about
to deal with

the talks dealt with
to touch upon
topic, issue

issue

issues of common interest
problem

cause, issue

current issues
critical issues
means, ways

means, ways

means of strengthening bilateral
relations

means of promoting bilateral
economic cooperation

‘What the participants do

to discuss

to discuss

to exchange

to exchange opinions / views
to discuss in general

to agree upon

to reach

to disagree about

to sign
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Talking and doing

to point out
to stress

to stress

to declare

to call for, invite
to demand
to emphasize
to focus on
to praise

to encourage
to criticize
to denounce
to express

to express
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Forums

demonstration
rally

gathering
gathering
strike

general strike

Verbs of demonstrations

to erupt
to be organized

to take place
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Participants

demonstrator

protestor

What demonstrators do

to organize

to gather

to gather

to join

to protest
to demand
to call for

to condemn
to support
to oppose

to hold signs

to shout slogans

Opposing

against
opposing
against; anti-
against; anti-

against; anti-

Acts of violence

acts of violence
acts of riots and sabotage

to burn
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to set on fire
to break, smash

to destroy

What police do in demonstrations

to disperse
to use batons

to use tear gas
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Participants

candidate

competitor, competing candidate
rival, opponents

voter

observer

Places

committee, commission
polling station
ballot

ballot boxes

Campaign

campaign

to run for office
election campaigns
debate

opinion poll

statistics
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214



I & geo
g e-T) u_bi
VIII g 3l
VIIT sl

A...M.a.;c..:/_)
11 2l

I ,s5

)

85050 Ol

i s olw!

sk, () s,

VIII elgsi!

ol (g) gl

I s

<l () b

inkaly el (£) dnkly

Ol 55

5 () Lt
598 sk L

VIIT eS|

e VI i
Sl udny
AR s

215 el jle g ols jie

Elections and actions

to vote
to cast a ballot, vote
to cast a ballot, vote

to elect, vote

Caﬁdidates

to nominate oneself

to compete

Excesses

to rig (elections)

to rig (clections)

rigged elections

honest elections

bribe

to violate

violations

to break (the law)

breaking (the law), violations

bulling, acts of

Results

tallying or counting votes
results

to win

to win with a landslide

to win over

to lose

to beat
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Perpetrators

Eghter

resistance fighter
commando, fedayeen
suicide bomber
terrorist

militant

insurgent

activist

soldier

private

Acts of violence

to blow up
to carry out
to open fire
to attack
an attack
to assault
to launch an attack

to destroy

to cause material damage
killing

massacre

to assassinate

Military operations

operation
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skirmish
confrontation
clash

battle, fight
bombardment
raid

war

civil war

to occupy

‘Weapons

pistol, handgun

rifle

bomb

timed bomb

explosive device

rigged vehicle (with explosives)
missile, rocket

mine

Victims

victim

dead person
to die

to die
corpse
wounded
injured

(he) was injured
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Courts

court (of law) -
civil court
military court
criminal court
trial

judicial action

People in court and what they do

lawyer
to defend

judge

to rule

to issue a verdict

to condemn

to acquit

to release

public prosecutor, district attorney
to accuse

to indict

accused, charged person
to stand trial

to testify

to deny

to confess, admit
witness

to testify
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Crimes

crime
misdemeanor

to break the law
violation

crime, felony

to commit a crime
premeditated murder
theft

harassment
blackmail

scam

tax evasion

Punishment

prison, jail
imprisonment
solitary confinement
afine

life sentence

death penalty, execution

Sentences

a sentence

to sentence (someone)
to issue a verdict

to convict

to acquit
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Police

police

policeman

to arrest

to hold, detain

to detain, arrest

to present evidence
to arrest

to investigate, interrogate

Words related to money
bail
a fine

embezzlement
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Stock markets
stock market
stock market
index

share

exchange
dealer

investor

buyer

Price and value

price

value
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rise

rise gradually
jump

decrease
decrease, retreat
go lower

become stable

Actions

to gain

to gain

to lose

to trade

to invest

to buy shares
to import

to export

to withdraw
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