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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at recognizing the nature of the relationship between

the Jordanian daily and weekly press and the national security institutions. It
focused on the press and its ability to practice freedom of the press in order
to serve the national interest. Further more, the study concentrated on the
extent of the capability of the press freedom legislations and laws in
protecting the freedom of the press without violating and threatening

national security.

A questionnaire was distributed to (57) editors — in chief, managing
editors, and secretaries editors of the (3) dailies and the (3) weeklies news
papers. In addition personal interview conducted with some experts to

examine the relationship between the press and national security institutions.

The study concluded that there is a positive and co-operative
relationship between the press and national security institutions. The

Jordanian press focused on the citizens' concerns and covered the news of



o

corruption. Although the press legislations and laws guaranteed the freedom
of the press, the Jordanian press doesn't benefit from them fully in order to
act as a national responsible and free editor press to serve the national
interests and fulfill the aspirations of the society, because the editorial board
of the Jordanian press imposed self-censorship on themselves regarding

national security.

The study recommended that the editors must practice the freedom of
the press fully bearing in mined the social responsibility regarding the

Jordanian national security issues.
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