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APA (American Psychological Associati

In-Text Citation
s

Basics

Use the past tense or present perfect tense when using signal phrases to
describe earlier research, e.g., “Jones (1998) found” or “Jones (1998) has
found. Follow the author-date method of in-text citation: (Jones, 1998).

Place direct quotations longer than 40 words in a free-standing block of
typewritten lines and omit quotation marks. Start the quotation on a new
line, indented five spaces from the left margin. Type the entire block
quotation on the new margin and indent the first line of any subsequent
paragraph within the quotation five spaces from the new margin. Place the
parenthetical citation after the closing punctuation mark.

A Work with One or Two Authors
Name the author(s) in the signal phrase or in the parentheses. Spell out
“and”in signal phrases but use the ampersand in parentheses.

Wegener and Petty (1994) found that...(Wegener & Petty, 1994).

A Work by Three to Five Authors
List all the authors in the signal phrase or in parentheses the first time you
cite the source.

(Kernis, Cornell, Sun, Berry, & Harlow, 1993)
In subsequent citations, only use the first author's last name and "et al."

A Work by Six or More Authors
Use the first author's name then “et al”in signal phrases or in parentheses.

Harris et al. (2001) argued...(Harris et al., 2001)

Unknown Author

If the work does not have an author, cite the source by its title in the signal
phrase or use the first word or two in the parentheses. Italicize titles of
books and reports; titles of articles and chapters go in quotation marks.

A similar study was conducted with students learning to format

research papers ("Using APA," 2001).

Organization as Author
For organization or government agency authors, mention organizations in
the signal phrase or the parenthetical citation the first time you cite it.

According to the American Psychological Association (2000),...

Two or More Works in the Same Parentheses
When your parenthetical citation includes two or more works, order them
the same way they appear in the reference list, separated by a semi-colon.

(Berndt, 2002; Harlow, 1983)

Internet Sources
If possible, cite an electronic document the same as any other document.

In his online journal article, Kenneth (2000) explained...
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Basics

References lists appear at the end of papers on a separate page. Center
and type the word “References” at the top of your list. All lines after the
first line of each entry in the list should be indented one-half inch from
the left margin. Author’s names are inverted; give last names and initials
for all authors of a work unless the work has more than six authors.
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More than Seven Authors
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Organization as Author

American Psychological Association. (2003). New directions...
Unknown Author

Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary (10th ed.). (1993).

Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster.

Articles in Periodicals
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of article. Title

of Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages.

Internet Sources with and without DOI
APA now recommends using a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) if available.

Brown, D. Toward effective presentations. Journal of Marketing,
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