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Summary

By the end of the twentieth century and the beginning of the

third millennium the internet has emerged to dominate the whole
globe and has changed in few years the style of modern life
extending its effect to reach the family (which is the most important
pillar to form the social structure) the fact that caused its structure,
function and relations between its members to be influenced as a
result of the continuous interaction between this technology and

the society, where it's found, with all its levels.

Thus came the importance of this research which aims to highlight
this new technology that entered most households in various societies to
study the effect of using the internet on the family relations among the
members of the Saudi families, including the relation between the
mother and father, the relation between them and their children and the
relation among the children. Furthermore, this research aims to study
the effect of using the internet on the family’s budget, the children’s
educational achievement and to study the internet’'s positive and
negative effect religiously, morally and socially. This can be done
through the recognition of some social and economical characteristics of
the research group, studying the nature of using the internet in Saudi
families ( place, time and period of usage — individual or collective
usage- used applications — reason of usage- most visited websites on
the net), identifying the level of organizing the internet’'s usage and the
amount of monitoring imposed by the user and members of his family.

In order to accomplish these aims three questionnairs application
was formed containing three parts, each one is allocated to a member of
the family (husband — wife — one of the children) including phrases
suitable to the frame of the study and its goals. These questionnaires
were distributed to subjects in the purposive reaching group 200 families
meeting two conditions: the first condition is that one of the couple uses
the internet or both of them, while the second condition requires that one
of the children is an internet user or can fill the application. Those who
answered were 200 husband from which 178 is an internet user, 200
wife from which 133 is an internet user and 200 child from which 187 is
an internet user. After collecting the applications, the data were
extracted and adopted to be entered into the computer using the
Statistical Package of Social Science (SPSS) program to count
descriptive statistics (such as arithmetic mean, standard deviation,
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frequency distribution and percentages as a method to display data of
some variables), also counting Berelson’s coefficient of correlation.
Finally, conducting Chi-square-test.

To sum up, many results related to the study axes had appeared,
and we can summarize the most important ones as follow:

1- Social and economical characteristics of the research group:

54,5% of the fathers are between the age of 40 to less than
50. Meanwhile, most mothers are between the age of 30 to
less than 40 (45,5%). Children were mostly between 15 to
less than 20 years old, and this age group make42 % of the
total group.

52 % of fathers, 49% of mothers, and 47,7% of children
were college graduates.

65% of fathers, and 48,5% of mothers work in the public
sector.

The percentage of high income families is the highest. The
monthly income of 31% of the interviewed families is
between S.R10,000 to less than S.R15,000. Also, 39 % of
the families make S.R15,000 and more.

2- The data related to the internet:

78,5% of families have one computer connected to the
internet. Also, all interviewed families place the computer in
special room.

92,1% of fathers, 98,5 % of mothers, and 97,9% of children
use the internet from home.

35,4% of fathers, 18 % of mothers, and32,6 % of children
have private computer connected to the internet.
Meanwhile, the research shows that 78,6% of fathers,
85,7% of mothers, and 80,3% of children use the internet
with the company of others.

The research group shows average usage of the internet
and no addiction, as we find 77,5 % of fathers, 88% of
mothers, and 68,4% of children use the internet for less
than 3 hours a day. Also, 73,6% of fathers, 75,2% of
mothers, and 75,9 % of children have no specific time for
using the internet.

Research also shows that most respondents just surf the
web and jump from page to another, then using e-mail
comes next. Also, it became clear that, the first reason on
using the internet is entertainment, and the second is
education. The most visited web sites by our research
group are news sites, then forums comes next.
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» Results shows that half of families organize the usage of
the internet and monitor the user. However, the level
organizing the usage of the internet and the amount of
monitoring imposed on the user are average.

3- The Internet influence on the family:
Through studying the internet influence on the family
relations, the following results appeared:

» The affection on the relationship between the husband and
wife is described to be low by 92,4% of husbands and
69,1% of wives. Meanwhile, 6,8% of husbands and 23,6%
of wives felt that the influence of the internet is average.
And on the other side, 0,7% of husbands and 7,3% of
wives thought that the influence is high.

» By focusing on the relation between the parents and
children, 78,6% of the parents and 89,8% of children
confirmed that, the internet has not influenced the
relationship in a recognized way. However, 17,1% of the
parents and 8,9% of children felt average influence. Results
shows low percentage of subjects felt high influence in the
relationship between the parents and children, as 4,2% of
the parents and 1,12% of children responded.

» By studying the relationship between children within the
family, A¢,A% of children responded that the internet effect
the relationship between the brothers and sisters is low.
Meanwhile, YY,¢% felt average influence. However, the
influence is described to be high by 2,Y% of the
respondents.

» Financially, 39 % of husbands, 3 8,5% of wives, and
44,5% of children thought using the internet has no
affection on the family budget.

» Regarding the children’s education, 67,9% of fathers, and
63,1% of mothers founded neither positive nor negative
influence.

4- Advantages and disadvantages of the internet:
= Advantages:

Results shows that the internet offer excellent
educational information. However, these information are
mostly not related to curriculum.

Most respondents confirmed that, the internet gives its
user better chance to meet and interact with other users with
the same interest. It is also a good marketing and shopping
channel. Furthermore, the internet is an excellent
environment that helps people to define their religions and
countries. Respondents also mentioned that, the internet one
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of the most useful and powerful method to know the daily
news and events, in a fast and direct way. It also gives its
users the ability unavailable political news. Most respondents
completely agreed that the internet gives its users the ability
to find information without any supervision.

» Disadvantages:

Results shows that, 46% of husbands, 49 % of wives,
and52,5 % of children say that some internet users access
the internet to reach web sites that offers sexual materials. At
the other side, 55,5% of husbands, 63,5 % of wives, and
67% of children say that some people use the internet to
make relations with the opposite sex. In both case, the
percentages are comparatively high in a society which is
governed by religious believes, social norms, and people’s
behaviors.

Generally, results show a relatively high number of
respondents thinking that the internet influence the religious
and ethical believes in the Saudi society negatively.
Regarding praying at the assigned time, 24,7% of
husbands, 15,8% of wives, and 35,8% of children thought
that using the internet encourages people to delay or ignore
praying. These numbers are considered to be high, because
praying is a major and essential part of Islamic practices.

5- The statistical correlation between the research variables:

» Through studying the correlated relation between some
independent variables and the effect of using the internet on
family relations as a dependant variables, results show:

a) There is a spiritual correlated relation between the sex of
the couple and the effect of using the internet on the
relationship between them.

b) There is a spiritual direct correlated relation between the
period of time the husbands spend online and the effect of
using the internet on the relationship between the couple.

c) There is a spiritual direct correlated relation between the
period of time children spend online and the effect of using
the internet on the relation between the parents and the
children from the parents point of view.

d) There is a spiritual contrary correlated relation between
the level organizing the usage of the internet and the
amount of monitoring imposed on the children and the
effect of using the internet on the relationship between the
parents and the children from the parents point of view.
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» Through studying the correlated relation between some
independent variables and the period of time spent online as
a dependant variables, results show:

a) There is a correlated relation between the users sex and
the period of time they spend on the net.

b) There is a spiritual contrary correlated relation between
the age of fathers and mothers and the period of time they
spend on the net.

c) There is a spiritual direct correlated relation between the
children’s age and the time they spend on the net.

d) There is a spiritual contrary relation between fathers’
educational level and the period of time they spend on the
net.

e) There is a spiritual direct correlated relation between the
children’s educational statues and the period of time they
spend on the net.

f) There is a spiritual contrary correlated relation between
the family’s monthly income and the period of time the
fathers spend on the net.

g) There is a spiritual contrary correlated relation between
the level organizing the usage of the internet and the
amount of monitoring imposed on the children and the
period of time they spend online.

= By studying the correlated relation between the family’s
monthly income as an independent variable and the level of
organizing the usage of the internet and the amount of
iImposed monitoring as a dependent variable, the following
result emerged:

a) There is a spiritual contrary relation between the family’s
monthly income and level of organizing the children’s
usage of the internet and the amount of monitoring
imposed on them.
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